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ter, the writer looks up 7h your Lordſhip, in particular, 
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I F any one ſhould wiſh to how. or even expe to find in the ſubſe- 
quent pages, am thing reſpetting the magnitude or. conſequence 
Leiceſter, prior to the general deluge, he will be miſerably duſap- 
pointed. And that Reader will be equally Jo, vu wiſhes to trace, 
thro' the medium of theſe Sheets, the rich and noble blood which may 


flow in hs vens from the Romans, Saxons or Danes, who, we are 
told, came hither in ſucceſſion, 0 Plunder, and to raviſh the worthy 


Matrons and uirtuous Maidens, natives of this favoured Ne. New: 
ther will they be gratified who are fond of marvellous relations, vmi- 
nous of great events, which before had long lain hidden in the womb 
Nene. 

The Writer, it may be eafily perceived, 45 much out of the habits of 


conjecture and fanciful ſpeculation * Stories of gigantic forms, ber- 


turbed ſpirits, and tie beuntchung murmers of aged women, ns 
filenced in the grave, may reſt till a 1 genius viiſe to relate the 
tale of wonder and call forth the tear of ſorrow. His Hiſtory begins 


with vifible demonſtrations of Truths, renowned Monuments of Anti- 


quity ; which flill remain the -—_ venerable tokens of the age and 


conſequence of Leicęſter. WA UI 
Same things, in continuation of the narrative, may be found not 
to ſquare, exactiy, with the penetration of the ſage Obſerver. Let 


uchi an one remember that the Writer haq>no beaten track, no ſmooth + 


paſſage to travel over : his road Was ah a field beſet, as it were, with, 
the bramble and the wild thorn; \' nome places thro depths of 


mixe and clay, by the help, only, of a. ſhaded Moon. , at the con- 


clufion, this attempt be found emper fect, it may then even rank with 


' Jome efforts of a fimilar nature in other D: ſſericts ; above whigh 
A aubition has not taught ham to aſpire. | 
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SURE LE te ro RW We” of dhe 15 my 1 
e 8 E 0 . I. Fs 
Ihe origin of the Tum of Leiceſter; its Antig: quities and Hiſtory. 
HELI tell it became geen under King + Join. 8 1 
4 1 * 1 105 ts * 4 * 
We Once bee NP" . "I are fond of Sls we Ms ſaid, 
that, Man is naturally inquiſitive about events of little moment: not 
content with beholding the-objefts that. furroangbim"wherever he 
appears; notfatisfied with ſurveying their beauty, wondrous me- 


* 
; 4- 2 1 1 — n : ] - a 
* 


chaniſm, arid uſefulneſs; not long tempted to adore that Beneficent 


Hand from whence the glorious univerſe diſplays its magyificence ; J 
not filled with contemplation on the unalterable events of time, that 


hourly paſs before him, in pleaſing and diſpleaſing ſucceſſion, he 
would willingly trace back the firſt ſketch of Omnipotent , Wiſdom, 
exploring, as he proceeds, the obliviated depths of long loſt hiſtory. 
But ſuch projects of human ſagacity,- are often humbled by diſap- 
pointment, in diſſonant opinions. Man often ſees the labours of his 
life contemptuouſſy diſregarded; or himſelf, charged with expoſing 
the wild reveries of a fanciful imagination, Aware of the uſeleſsneſs 


olf ſuch employment, I will endeavour to e a 0 profitable | 


We of He room ee for this work, 
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For antient 7 ak has been long obſcured. F EE = hs 2 
Vwardneſs of man to meet wonders, have left few traces of remote 
- antiquity undefaced. Ingenious men have indeed for a time, amu- 
ſed us with their literary reſearches for paſt events; but ſuch impreſ- 
ſions on the human mind are of ſhort. duration hen . are not 
ſupported by the truths of hiſtory. | £ 
Camden fays that © Leiceſter makes an ediificnt A ſhew of great - 
* Antiquity.” Chronologers have ſaid that Leiceſter was built two 
thouſand five hundred wears ago, or before Chriſt, 844 years. Leir, 
King, builded Caire Leig, now called Leiceſter. He had three 
daughters, Coneral \Ragal&and Cordelle, which Cardelle ſucceed- | 
ed him in his kingdom when he had reigned 40 years (4)”. Great 
credit is not to be giver v cneſt· dect of that diſtant period; 
but notwithſtanding we are not Altogether 1 to diſcredit them. King 
Leir has the reputation of Þuilging the great Temple Janus, which 
ſtood near the banks of the river Leir now ſoar, and wherein, it is 
ſaid, he was buried). That a great Temple or heathen edifice ſtood 
near the ſite of St. Nicholas church is probable : foundations of ſt 
and amazing: chick walls have been frequently diſcovered: 1 5 1 | 
from that church to nemily the ban of the river. I ſaw one of 
. them in a cellar oſſhe houſe at the Talbot; kept then by Mr. Bound: 
the wall was almoſt impenstruble. It is agreed however by all Wri- 
ters that Leietſter was built long before the time of the Romans, 
and indeed the variation of its name demonſtrates that it has paſſed 
through a long ſucceſſion of time. Its firſt name probably was Caer N 
Leir or Lerion, afterwards Lege- ceſtria, Leogora,Legeoceſter and 
in the ſaxon annals Degereeaſter, and, with ſome other little varia - 
tions, now Leiceſter; and 1 judge it is about to undergo another 
| change, to, Lafer. Upon poſt- chaiſe, letters, and parcels you now 
oſten ſee written , Leſter. It has been diſputed whether it did not 
once bear the name of Ratæ: but of this hereaſter. . 
The Temple bf Janus, mentioned above, has occaſfoned a variety 
| of ien, Burton and ſome others contend that the ruin known »| 
DN 177 ( Stowe. 00 Jy op Ante, 5 . 
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by the name of Jewry-wall i is the remains of that Temple. Cart, the 
hiſtorian, ſeems to ſmile at the opinion, and advances poſitively, that 
he has nο talerable-neaſon to ſupport it. In a place called Holy- 
Bones, near, the ruin, it has been uſual to dig up bones of beaſts in 
large quantities, uhich have led numbers te conjecturo/ and others 
to aſſert,” chat the inhabitants of thele parts; antecedent to the inva- 
ſon of the Romans; ſacrificed here. As t6 the remains of a Britiſh | 
7 Temple at Leiceſter,” ſays Salmom we may content ourſelves 
* without ſeeing; when even the religieus hwiſes, fo majeſtic and ex- 
** preſlive of the later age ate no more th be ſeen ; but ia heriere 
KRFRuinæ Vet ſome traces of this Britiſh Temple may be found- in 
the place called Holy-Bones, where the bones bf Oxen ſacrificed 
have been frequently, upon digging, p. ew muſt have - 
* been brought hither for ſacrifice, aud nothing elſe; Where we 
* find the name of a Temple, and the reliqties of their workip ſo ap- 
„ parently together, we have all the evidence Tp nature of the 


18 


thing admits.“ Te edt Io. 

I need not apologize fors ne, Web tom M. 'Cart's 
Y (a) MSS. now in the Bodlean Library: | rd Frannzt hut wonder (ſays 
= | * that Gentlemen,) at what Mr. Burton Writes” concerning Janus 
g Temple here; that which he ſo calls, is co ly known by the 
name of Jewry-Wall. It is at che eſt end of St. icholas' Church- | 
„ard, and what remains of it, ſerves. for a wall; yet it Wwas, as I 
© doubt not, a building chat took. up a great, Kal of whe a 4 GM 
Church -yatd, and ther materials of it were; in a great - meaſure, 
* made aſe of in building that Church; as appears by che Britiſh, or 
1 05 Roman bricks or tiles, viſible in the walls af it. 11 18 difficult to 
'Y 4 judge now what-the uſe of it was: but I am apt to think it was of 
4 _ © thelame nature with the Wery-Wallin e or the old works 
1 in. Worceſler; and if one had. an opportunity ol viewing . oo | 
and comparing them 8 one might, perhaps, make a pro- 
4 ee ee Ge 155 + * del 8 2 54 
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The remains of it (continues he) are about 28 yards long; and 

on the outſide the height of it ia about ꝙ or 10 yards, raiſed up by 

« ſeveral ſtrata of rough foreſt ſtone, and of f brick or tile, (I will call 

it brick) each brick is about 18 inches long, 15 broad, and about 

or inches chick op thereabouts, for alin bigs er and ſome leſs. 

* The, mortar betweem the bricks is full as thick as the bricks. 11 rec- 

? kon 17 ſtrata in the following order... thr VIE 18 
py \ — 4 Rok of hoe 7 inches high. 4 mw 
77M Rows of brick about; 10 inches bib. 51 

Ap: — 3 Rows of ſtone 18 inches high. 
e — 20 'Rows of brick 8 inches high. 2 * 1 
385 4 Rows of ſtone 23 inches 5 ag 

2 gt Rows bf brick..... . woe - mw 1 

7 — 4 Rows of ſtnee. 

* 8 — 3 Rows ob broke | 

* 9 — 3 Rows of ſtone. 1 1 ANG 

* 10 — 3 Rows,of brick. 
* 11,— 3 Rows of flone. tr | 2570 e 
1 Roxws of brick. | % | 
1 23 00 Sth 2 * ow here it is ehe but there 
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ſpefing chem. eee TA HPP be hy A a 
= which, by a fair bridge over Lone, in che deſcgs and fide of the hill where it is ſteepeſi, hangeth a 

0 piece of wolt antient Wall of Roman work ſeeming ready to reel 5 W Wery-Wall they call it aſter a later 
- 4 Britiſh name, as it ſhould ſeem of this town,” For they called it Caer Werid, as prie would ſay, Ihe 
den City, happily of that freſh grden hl But I leave thisto others.” Under the anidle Worceſter * 
5 aſter menyoning ſome coins fo there, he ſays, 4 Refides them I ſaw nothing of antiquity but in one : 
_ - 6 place ſome parcels bfbroken Walls, (which the common people call ibe old Work of Worceſter.) This 
Wall was bujlx of rough ſtone, diſtinguiſhed outwardly with ſeven rows of Britiſh bricks in equal diſtan- 
% ces, and brought; up in Arched work inwardly. I conjefture, by the uneven ground, by the rampires 


wr” pidtherabiſk of ib vl here and there on cer de, that the Onlile flood in that 5 vi 
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„ Ix the wall near the middle, at 5 yards diſtance from each 
4 ther, there art two large arches, which ſerved for entrances into 
it, about three yards wide, and four yards and a half high; there 
e are alſo ſeveral holes in the wall about ſix inches ſquare, viz. 
in the third, ſixth, ninth; thirteenth; and ſeventeenth ſtratum. The 
* holes in this laſt are as large again as the other, and paſs quite 
through the wall, whereas the firſt; do not appear to be ſo, though 
* there are ſome holes like them on the inſide. The wall on the 
inſide has no facing, as being broke off roughly from the parts that 
« were continued to it, and conſiſts of four arches: The two largeſt 
are in the middle, and in part anſwer the two on the outſide which 
* were made for entrances, but are made larger within, and the en- 
* trances are not in the middle of them. In the column between 
* theſe two great arches there appears the remainder of an arch- 
work which ſeems to be made for reverberating heat, and in all 
* the inſide the blackneſs of the ſtones and bricks retain plain indi- 
* cations, of fire, and ſmoke. The two other arches are near as 
high 1n ſhape, are much like the other, but not ſo large. 
In the ſouth arch a poor woman has a little houſe who ſhewed 
me two ſtones, now placed in the outer moſt wall of her houſe, 
which ſhe ſaid, ſhe was informed, were taken out of the arch with- 
in her houſe, and placed where they now are. That though the 
perſon living there. was not at home, yet perſons of viſibility might 
* ſee them. One of them is in the exact form of a croſs; it is 13 
“inches over, and the breadth of each of the four arms at the de- 
ereſſation is four inches; and at the end ſix or ſeven. The ver 
* ſtone has a croſs made and it is about ten inches long. 
* Iſomewhat doubt of the truth of the woman's r as to the 
* place where the ſtones were taken out, becauſe I can difcover no 
ſuch formed ſtones in any part of the work.” 5 
As this deſcription was taken, at leaſt ſeventy years ago, - 4t 
neceſſarily behoves me to ſhew, wherein its preſent ſtate differs from 
the Kate whether from decay, or error. Some years ago, I pub- 
ſhed my obſervations on this ruin, and as it is now nearly in the 
ds 303 3 N ö | ſame 
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ſame Rate it was at that time, I here chuſe to republiſh it as the beſt 
account I cat give of it. I at that time examined the woman, who 
at preſent occupies the little dwelling ſpoken of above, if ſhe had 
ever ſeen, or been aſked for two particular ſtones I deſcribed to her; 
but was unable to learn any thing from her reſpe&ing them. I then 
examined the inſide of her abode, but to no purpoſe: but on my 
ſtrictly examining the outſide I found the laſt-mentioned nearly co- 
vered with mortar; which I ſoon picked off, with atrowel, to the 
extremity of the ſtone on all ſides. 2 

For the inſpection of the curious reader I "0 procured an en- 
graving of this ſtone, and added to it ſomething like Mr. Cart's draw- 
ing, which he made with his pen, of the other a). 

The length and the height of the Jewry-wall ſeem to have un- 
dergone no material alteration ſince Mr. Cart's time. The front of 


the broken part towards the little dwelling, muſt be ſuffering almoſt . 


daily by the heedleſs boys who play in the church-yard; and who, to 
ſhew their dexterity in climbing, often obtain the ſummit by the help 
of the projecting ſtones. It is a pity both for the boys ſafety and 
the preſervation of this antiquity, that their little ruthleſs limbs ſhould 
be ſuffered to aſſiſt in annihilating a ſubject ar. has, for ages, re- 
ſiſted the feparating hand of time. 

The ſouth arch, wherein the woman lives, ſeems to be of the ſame 
magnitude as the ſecond and fourth. The ſecond is thirteen feet 
high and twelve feet wide. The third is a little] jutting arch four feet 
over. The fourth is the ſame as the ſecond. The fifth is 12 feet by 6. 

There are ſome few errors in Mr. Cart's admeaſurement of the 
layers of brick and ſtone, or elſe I did not find where he meaſured. 
When I had- gained admittance into the garden on the weſt fide, 
where I made a drawing of an arch that ſeems to have been over the 
entrance, I there found the wall, in its thickeſt part, to be ſeven feet 
over. This front, has a very different appearance to the view in the 
church-yard: its ſurface ſomewhat indicates the out- ſide of a build- 
ing; and has only two arches, and they do not in the leaſt pro- 
„„ R 8 je& 

7 (a) See Plate I. fig. 4, 5 
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je& from the wall, as on the other ſide. Theſe arches I take to have 
been the entrances, they are made with two rows of brick, as you ſee 
deſcribed in Pl. II. fig. 1. and they are ſingularly curious of their 
kind. In every part of this wall, on this fide in particular, the mor- 
tar takes up as much ſpace as the brick: the reaſon of which, I 
take it to be is, its being made of gravel inſtead of ſand. On this 
ſide, the layers of brick and ſtone are in the following order, from 
the ſurface of the ground. 

1, — 4 Rowsof ſtone 22 inches kink; 

2 — 3 of brick 10 in: 

3 — 3 — of ſtone 18 in: 

4 — 3 ——-of brick 10 in: 


545 of ſtone 2 feet 

6 — 3 of brick 10 in: 

7 —4 of ſtone 22 in: LN 

8 — 3 of brick q in: . 


9 — 3} — of ſtone 12 in: 
10 — 3 — of brick gin: 
11 - 2 — of ſtone 11 in: 
12 — 3 — ol brick g in: 

13 — 3 of ſtone 15 1n: 

Above which are about ſix feet of 8 3 and back, whoſe 
front, or conjoined parts, are gone. 

Being deſirous of learning ſomething that might lead to a ade 
very of its former magnitude (for I fear its uſe will never be diſco- 
vered by the moſt ſagacious antiquary) I employed ſome workmen 
to dig, on the eaſt fide, tranſverſely, and in a right direction with the 
wall, thinking to find a foundation, which I intended to have traced - 
to its extent; but 1 it no where continued a foot beyond the proje&- 
ing parts. 

The late Mr. Bickerſtaff ſpeaking of this MER i thus.— 
In chis wall over narrow diameters of ſeemingly imperfe& furna- 
4 ces, are wide and high arches, ſtrongly blackened like the under 

parts, and edged abruptly as a ruin; probably a place for ſacrifice, 
** correſponding with the holy bones,” (a place near) It was not 


* unuſual, 
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_ ©-unuſual, in early times, to convert heathen temples into chriſtian 
churches; or to raiſe on ten ſite, eee for n 3 * the 
true GOD.“ e eee | 

F Weed concerning the eis of 1 a albnde 
of writers have teſtified that there were antientiy in Britian twenty 
eight flamins, and three arch flamins; placed i in twenty eight cities, 
and theſe upon the converſion of the Britians to chriſtianity; about 
the year 180, after the birth of Chriſt, were made Biſhop- ſees. The 
words of the venerable Bede are Biitana viginti et octo cinitatibus 
* quondam nobiliſſimis erat inſignita Gildas ſays © Brittania de- 
* corata bis denes bisque quaternis Cinitatibus.” Ninnius, the monk 
of Bangor, who lived about the year of Chriſt, 620, gave a particu- 
lar account of theſe cities, one of which was Cair-Lerion, ſignifying 
the city of King Leir, now Leiceſter. Thus much 1 is given upon the 
teſtimony and credit of reputable authors. 

The opinions therefore of antient writers ſeem to agree, that Lei- 
ceſter had its name from a King Leir, and that it is of great antiquity: 
that it flouriſhed long 1 in the time of the antient Britians, and after- 
wards was of great import in the time of the Romans, according to 
Camden, by the name of Ratæ: and in ſupport of his opinion the 
ſtone found near Thurmaſton turnpike, and ſome time ſince placed 
where formerly ſtood the alms-houſes, called the Cock-muck-hill, 
fully demonſtrate. it. The ſtone was found in the year 1771, near 
the old foſs road, by workmen digging for gravel. It ſerved as a baſe. 
to a large milliare; its height three feet fix inches, and in circumfe- 
_ rence five feet ſeven inches; the inſcription is reckoned the moſt an- 
tient in Britain. (See the annexed plate) The following account of 
the ſtone William Bray Eſq. communicated to the ſociety of Antr 
quaries in 1781. 

Although antiquaries in eb agree 1 in e chat lihiceſter | 
is the Ratæ Coritanorum of the Romans, yet Camden and Biſhop 
\ Gibſon (a) ſpeak of it with ſome doubt. Horley ſays it is undoubt- 
edly and endeavours to fix it by the diſtance between Venbnæ, Rate, 


and Verumetum, as mentioned in the e Stukeley affirms it, 
| * ee” without 


Is (a) Vol, I. P · 415. (0) P. 437» 
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without aſſigning any other reaſon. A milliary ſtone has how- 
ever been lately diſcovered; which demonſtrates the certainty of it. 
The Faſs wurm Menonm to Newark on Trent leaves the town of 
Leiceſter a litiſe on the right. hes che river Soar beyond Belgrave, 
and comes i he e e würnpike road from Leiceſter to Mel. 
ton Mowbray, à little ie eaches the village of Thurmaſton, 
beyond which the turppike leaves it, and goes off on the right, but 
Ko Foals way continues in a ſtraight line W *. 2 'On the de of 
this road where the turnpike i l carried along the Fe ols way, about | 
two miles beyond Leiceſter, there was a kind af ſtep pping block, little 
noticed ; bit in 'mending 1 the road about the year 1773, they remov- 
ed the earth that v Was round it, and by ſo doing diſcovered a ſtone 
lying at the foot of it, for which it had ſerved as a pedeſtal. This 
was two feet ten. inches long, five feet five inches and an half in cir- 
 cumference.- On it is the inſeription Fig. g, in the annexed 
plate.) The ſtone is of the gritty ſort, ſuppoſed by maſons to be 
from quarry i in Derbyſhire. It 1s preſerved i in the garden of the 
turnpike: houſe near the place where 3t was found. he letters in 
the upper line are four inches long; in the others but three.” The 
ſecond andithird-lines fem to have been, continued round it, ſome 
traces of letters being Viſible on the back part. The two ſtrokes at 
bottom, probably denote the diſtances from Rate or Leiceſter, 
with wiych:it agrees, being about two miles. It ſeems to be ra- 
ther extraordinary chat Camden ſhould be at a loſs to diſcover the 
ſtreet-way from Leiceſter to. Lincoln, as it is ſtill viſible in many 
places, 18 Well known in the country, and goes in a ſtraight line 
from Thrumaſton to Newark on Trent. It is paſſable on horſeback . 
in a dry 3 but i is bad to travel on after R 5 
- Wheth er the, figure 1 in the Fifth line ſtands for Il or III kiiles, ijt 
a ſays Mr. N ichols, * the antient name of Leiceſter to 
have 25 1 not ee "6 11 imagine,“ F 1 Bick- 
n ight have = bronghe nearer Leiceſtef than where f it was 
ere ed, before i it Was interred, if the plact of its diſcovery was 
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ſhort of two Roman miles. The Town wall which ran parallel with 
the eaſt gate muſt be more than the third of a mile to the end of 
Humberſtone-gate.” Many have lamented the injury that this ſtone 
has ſuſtained and 1s likely to ſuſtain by its removal, and by its re- 
paration. For alas! in the parts mjured by time a foe maſon was 
employed to fill up the venerable tokens of old age with new ſtone. 
Does the human form, in its declining years, want aid to make it more 
reſpectable or venerable? Mr. Nichols, my friend, who admires 
every thing that bears a trace of antiquity, ſeems, as it were, to drop 
a tear over this relic when he ſays © However well- meant the plac- 
ing of it in this ſituation may have been, the total loſs muſt eventual- 
ly be the conſequence. The parts damaged by the workmen, when 
it was firſt diſcovered, are aukwardly ſupplied by modern maſonry, 


whereby the chain of the inſcription is much interrupted ; and, by 
being placed too low, ſeveral of the letters are much defaced, and 


the rude ſcratches of modern Vandals will probably i in no long time 
eclipſe every trace of antiquity.” 

The following inſcription was placed over this pillar, in braſs, at 
the expence of the Corporation of Leiceſter. © This Roman mile- 
ſtone was found in the road near Leiceſter, and placed here at the 
expence of the Corporation at large, in the mayoralty of James 
Biſhop, Eſq. in 1783.” 

For my own part my reſearches have. been confined to things 
which require no great depth of penetration to diſcover, and no 
ſage judgement to deliver: out of the habit of giving an opin- 
ion of the handle of a coffin, the jaw bone of modern giants ; of 
braſs coins, bearing on their delectable faces the great antiquity of a 

hundred years: of nice admeaſurements of an ordinary bridge; of 


common incruſtations on a ſtraw ; and of every ai Be on the 


face of the field deſcribing, from the mighty mole-hill to the ſize of 
a wart on a man's thumb. I have not at all times been ſerious in 
churches that I have viſited : I have often ſmiled at the gravi- 


ty of our Topographers who have been wonderfully -patticular, 


about the death of infants, a {pan WT; ; and no lefs ſo about the 
| dimenſions 


* 
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dimenſions of an ordinary village chapel, cracked bells, pewter 
diſhes for the ſacrament, particularizing the cAurchwardens names 
thereon, and altar-pieces as wooden as a ſtump-and-xail carpenter 
could make them. I have, however, often lamented the ſhameful 
negle& of the: coffin of Richard III. which was long ſuffered, by 


my Townſmen to remain, and be deſtroyed, in an Inn yard in this 
place. and more ſo, the abuſe of that venerable pillar, now ſet 
up and honoured with a place formerly a dunghill, fixed like a poor 
wretch in a pillory, who endures the abuſe of the rabble, and the 
butt of boys, by being pelted at with ſtones and filth. "Abuſed as 
it has been by patching, ſcratching &c, I covet, however, to live 
to ſee the day when it may be removed from the place it now ho- 


nours, (by the ſage judgement of ſame worthy magiſtrate,) to a place 
for its preſervation, A corner in the Cook's kitchen at the Town- 
hall, would be preferable to the place where | it is now erected ; it 


would then be in the company of good things at leaſt once a year; 
but now alas! its fate is pitiable. 


Another object of antiquity, relative to Leiceſter, is the Foſs or 
Roman Route, about the courſe of which, writers diſagree. (2) But 


(a) The following is from an old M. S. with no writer's name. I give it that the reader may com- 
pare it with the two ſucceeding Articles; particularly. that of the Foſs. 

The Itinerary of Antonine the Emperor, appointed by him for the uſe of is ſoldiers, Wr 
and proconſuls, for the furtherance of their marching, into and through the Provinces, contain the removes 
and diſtance from one Garriſon or Station to another, The fixth tage, or march, in this Itinerary was 
from Londinio { London ) to Lindum ¶ Lincoln 156 miles, thus, Verolamium, {Verulam,) 21 miles, 
Durocobrium, ,(Dunftable) 32. Magiovin, / Magierin) 32. Laftodorum, ( Stency-Stratford) 16. 
Lanayatia, (Wedon) 12. Tripontium, { Towcefter) 12. Vennones, ( High Croſs) g. Ratas, ¶ Lei- 
cefter } 12. Verometum, { Burrow) 13. Margidun, 7 Belvorr } 13. Adpontem, ( P PE J* 
Crococolana, {Ancaſter ) 7. Lindum, ¶ Lincoln) 12. 

*RatzorRatas, certainly the name for Leiceſter in thoſe days ; and chat by.reaſon.of ies: Situation bn 
the Miluary Nos way, and he. true, porportian of dulapce, that jit-bolds between Bynanes, now High 
Croſs, or Claybrook, an old Town near it, and Vernometum, which was a noted Station on the other 
fide at the Town now called Burrow, where at the place called Burrow- Hill, are flill the remains, or 
Veltiges of a very treat Font, or Camp- place: And this old name Ratæ twinkles a little, as Mr. Camb- 
den conceives, in Ra · dikes or Raw - dikes, as if it ſliould be meant thereby the Rampire, or Ditch of che 
Rate : probablꝝ a ſort of Soldiers of that Agnomination, but Whether from thelr Country, Weapons, 
diſcipline, or other Caſuall Occurrence, now uncertain. For it 3s more than probable, that that huge Ditch 
Rampire, or Trench (ſo called without the Such · gate of Leiceſler) was made for ſome defence to the. Ro- 
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before we proceed to notice that memorable courſe, we will make 
a little mention of the encampment within about g miles of Leiceſ- 
ter; on that ſide of the Town where the Foſs runs; and Raw. dikes 
juſt without Leiceſter ; both doubtleſs of high antiquity. ' The Bar- 
row as it is called, at Ratby, extends over more than 9 acres of 
land. Desford lies on the South Weſt-Angle, and Ratby, near it, 
on the North Eaſt. It commands an extenſive proſpect of country, 
The deſcent on the North fide forms rather a deep declivity. Tra- 
dition has handed down that on it once ſtood a Caſtle, and that a 
door or gate was taken away from it before the Conqueſt, which 
has been uſed at Ratby Church ever ſince. It is curiouſly eee 
with Iron. | 

The late Mr. Tho. Lee, of Wee to whoſe: memory I ſhall 
ever pay due deference, once obſerved to me that he thought Rat- 
by, the name of a village about 4 miles from Leiceſter, and Rate, 
bore ſome analogy to each other; Ratby, he conceived might be a 
corruption of by Rate. I have particularly noticed the Roman en- 
campment near Ratby in © The Excurſions in Leiceſterſhire :” and 
fince then, I have been favoured by Mr Everard, ſchool-maſter, of 
Braunſton, with a ground plan and accurate admeaſurement of 
this encampment. 

This“ ſays Mr. Everard, * 18 a ſurvey of a Roman encamp- 
ment in a cloſe adjoining Ratby field, er by Mr. Wm. Gea- 

ry of the old Hays. The ſlope, from the top of the bank to the 
ee of the ditch, is 39 1/f. feet.“ 

Area q acres 31 perches within the bank; including the ditch, 
area 11 acres 2 roods and 10 perches. This was done in Sep. 1790.” 
Although this place has been but little noticed, it is a great and 
genuine piece of antiquity, and doubtleſs of the age of our Roman 
dikes near Leiceſter. We will therefore proceed to the article Raw+ 


Gy, 6 or as they are called 1 in Leiceſter, 


16 


man 8 there Sett. I can never view this work without paying a due reſpett, as well to the 
Roman memory, as to their Singular and un-exampled Induſtry, and Ingenuity f in Compaſſing and ereft- 
ing ſuch vaſt, and laſting Monuments ; the very relicks of which, even in their moſt deformed Ruins, 
move Reverence and aſtoniſhment in the Beholder, whilſt the Vulgar Celebrate nn works of 
Giants.” 
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This is . ſtupendous work of the period we now ſpeak of: 
it has long deſervedly called forth public attention. The Banks or 
Rampire of this ditch, I. am of an opinion, were once of great 
magnitude, compared with their preſent appearance: for if you rec- 
kon that by diſmemberment, viz. turf-getting, filling up holes in 
grounds near, ſoil for gardens, and many other purpoſes for which 
it is and has been dug up, allowing that it leſſens only one eighth 
of an inch in a year, in height; you-will find that in 1500 years it 
has diminiſhed upwards of five yards. The particular uſe of this 
ditch is not known. Dr. Stukely conſidered Row-Dikes as a Britiſh 
Curſus ; but Camden thinks its name bears a little analogy to Ratæ, 
the antient name of Leiceſter, z. e. the Rampire or ditch of the 
Ratz. That part of the ditch neareſt- Leiceſter, appears to be 
a work of after times; but I will. not hazard an opinion, at the 
ſiege of Leiceſter(a). However, be that as it may, a common ob- 
ſerver, who compares this part of the Rampire with that neareſt to 
the village of Ailſtone, will find that the former poſſeſſes not 
| thoſe evident marks of old age as the latter: 

The late Mr. Bickerſtaff, took an accurate admeaſurement of 
theſe dikes, and found the length to be upwards of 667 yards. 


. HE FOSS 

Or Roman road, which th thro* the heart of Leiceſterſhire, 
and cloſe by the weſtern part or thro' the Town of Leiceſter, is an- 
other work of great antiquity. It's remains are viſible in many 
parts of Leiceſterſhire, and it has been pretty accurately traced by 
various antiquaries, altho' ſome little difference in their opinions 
appears. Writers on this ſubject, in general, ſhew that it interſected 
the Watlingſtreet Roman Road, at High Croſs, in this county ; and 
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0 Simonds in Cert ene fays that They did not nnn 
which implies that they had done or intended to do fo, Sce page 14, vol. Views. 
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took its dont thence in a right line between the village of Harn- 
ford and Froleſworth; ſo on towards Narborough, leaving that vil- 
% lage a little on the left, taking nearly a middle courſe between 
Aliſtone and Braunſtone;; then paſſing by the upper end of the Pad- 
dock of We eftcoats, and the garden'of Danet's Hall, to Rate, Lei- 
| '- Cceſter, From or by. Leiceſter; tiro Thurmaſtone; near Syſton and 
- Ratchff on the Wreck, leaving both the latter on the right ; ; on to 
Seg's fill for Newark in Nottinghamſhire. | n 
The following M. S. is from a very reſpectable quarter, given ; 
only as an opinion; perhaps from the niceſt obſervation in paſſ- 
ing over this Roman Road. Altho' it may claſh in ſome particulars 
with the opinions of ſeveral preceeding writers, it recommends - 
the Author to our notice as a Gentleman of learning, ingenuity 
and candour ; and ſhews us that the ſubje& of which he treats, is 
far from being exhauſted by the hoſt of learned antiquaries, who 
have antecedently given their opinions on the ſame ſubject. 
The firſt Station from Lincoln was Crococolana, probably 
Brough. We ſaw an Urn, a Spear and other Roman Antiquities found 
there. Collingham, where ſome Antiquarians would ſend us, is too far 
out of the road, and in this Iter at leaſt, it is probable chat no Station 
was out of the road at all; for the Number of miles from Leiceſter to 
Lincoln by the Fuſſe at preſent, agrees exactly to the'ſperified diftance in 
both Antonine and Richard between Rat# and Lindum formerly : 
which makes it impoſſible for the Romans to have gone to any Station 
much either to the right or left of the preſent Road. Suppoling then, 
Crococolana to be Brough, the next Station is ad Pontem, 7 miles, 
und paſſing through Newark to Thorpe Bar, is a fitüation very like 
one: the Trent comes cloſe to the Road which makes a Bend, 
lone of the Marks ofa Station) ! to that Point: the diſtance anſwers 
exactiy ; and directly oppoſite on the other fide.of the river: e | 
| off is Southwell, Where Roman Antiquities have been found, and 
Which was called by the Saxons Tiovulfingäceaſter, a Nerf narion 
given. almoſt excluſively to Roman Cities. At Southwell then, 
Ws be nn DN e near the Trent en it 
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with che Foſſe, nd (Newark then not exiſting) it was a great paſs 
imo Nottinghamſhire. At the: ſouthern end of the Bridge, on the 


high bark of the riuer, was perhaps a ſmall Station or Fort to pro- 
telt it; which would he called the Stateo ad pontem, as the Statio ad 
| Anſam ad Trivonam, and others in 
Idea will reconcile the jarring num 


of Antonine and Richard, 


One of chem (ſtopping at the Bridge, and here fo calling it ſeven | 


e Itineraries. And perhaps chu 


Miles from Crococolana; the other croſſing to the City, and thence 


putting it dd wn at twelve. When che Caſtle at Newark was built 


in King Stephens time; both Crococolana and ad Pontera would 


pe robbed of their Materials; both lying fo near and ſo convenient 
for Water carriage, which will account for n Ne no a 
diſtinguiſhable at either of them(a).” 1. ö 


»Our next Station e De Eaſt Bridglord, | 


where abundant Remains have. been found; anſwers-exaRly : 


other proof that ad Pontem is where we placed 1 it. A little 4 Fa 


Bridgford, the Turnpike to Nottingham turns off to the right; 
but the Foſſe though now unfrequented, continues its Name and 


Courſe S e per Your "_ as 1 r 8 to 


Wa 7; FIGS 

+ Neat 8 in the heighbourdood of Der: 157 Nether 
Brougtid Stukely fixes a Station. Coins have been found there. 
The diſtance anſwers to Vernometum, but Stukely miſtakes the name 
and ſuppoſes it Margidunum, an error Which has cauſed many 
others in his work, and which is the more unaccountable as in conſe- 
quence of it he has no place for Vernometum at all, and ſuppoſes 


it to be ſomewhere or another, (he 7758 Pretend | to e where.) 


out of the Rbad. 
be moſt 1 1 8 e ee Cove or Sex 
Hill, Where is a Bartow, and ſeems to have been a ſmall Station not 


noticed by: the Itineraries, and where a large Roman Road croſſes 


e Foſſe in a direction from little Cheſter Derventis near Derby, to- 
wards pins or the, Towns on the Ermen Street.” The Foſſe 


e e tall. 


(9) Rally . ery I Ronen ain eee re- 
* bees the Roman ad Pontem, Wirwards the Tiovullngaceler of de Saxons at Sani. 
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ſtill continues aides polhbility of miſtaking it, being extremely 
broad, and ſometimes raiſed, till it meets the Melton Road about 4 
miles from Leiceſter. Here the Turnpike as uſual, and the neigh- 
bouring great Town has deſtroyed it. But in making the preſent 
toad a Pedeſtal was diſcovered, and near it a Mile ſtone (See Archæ- 
ologia, vol, vii.) (a) bearing an inſeription that it was three Miles a 
Ratis: as the mliary Stone in the Forum was marked I it was in fact 
not quite two, and to this its fituation better agrees. The Stone is 
ſtill in the pig market at Leiceſter(b), and the Pedeſtal leſt covered 
in the High Road wack Herefore Seer ü in ns Eck t 


the old Foſſe :. ob 1 f 
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«* Hereour exeurſion ploy Maſon s road by 8 came in. 
We now returned to Leiceſter by a diſſerent way, and reſum- 
ed our ſurvey on the Foſſe. The Temple of Janus as it is called, 
appears to me the Janua of the old City. The more Lexamine it che 
more my Idea is confirmed. The Foſſe went out at it, and in the 
meadow between the Temple of Janus and che old Bridge, over 
which King Richard was carried, (a circumſtance which: ſhews it 
was the old entrance to the Town) the traces of it are very appa- 
rent( c). A. Roman Bridge! I have no doubt Rood on che very 3 * 
of this Saxon one, which is now walled up and neglected. | 
"__ Oy paſſing the tg: bogs a line "—T full » I _ 


, „ 4 5 ” 
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" a) 15 Broyin Anti dan from the i the e Toi Ik ics 111 Rat and 
RE OT Lo mi We dir allo in idea of the 
9 which be thinks did not pat wake hs v Ne me 


| vo Ta che miygraley of Mr. Ald. Biſkop,. I ſuppoſe an 8. the n 
en b e it Bat hands: eee . ee en 
| ameket thee? pign ans bla am; bur che pence this caſe ere mach wore os. = 


(0) The Miidow ths Ge keen ſpeaks of E the place where the Alguliipe Friars flood; e 
Bruce's Friats. Peck has deceived many t in his Deſderuta Curigſa be has given an engraving of Bow- | 
| Bridge, on which he has placed a hoſt of ſoldiers, horſe and foot, marching with the body of poor king 
Dick eo its burial in the Auguſtine Friars, near the Bridge. Perk certainly neyer ſaw the bridge or ſuch | 
as that print would never have appeared. The bridge is only three feet wide ; and was doubt-= 
of the Grey Friars in anothex 


<> made as a foot paſſage over the river. The King was buried in the 
3 where * r ney" Oy” 1 . 


* 


*.. bt 
. 4 4 


=>. 
* 45's 


— 
\ 


— 


— 
VI 


8 
1 
m_— 


_— 


oo 

n 

— 
AN 
12 


N th. 


0107 


on 
{ [ 


5 « N 


— — — c——  - 


5 
os + 


Ae: 
"Wy Tos 

2 

2 


i 
WW 


- 


af 
WJ 


Z , 


= 
„ bo 


— 
Y 


"MH 


— 


Al, 
4 O 


\ 


- 
* 


9 
0 / 
— 
1 


1 


C 


F the old 


AU 


877 


or LEICESTER. 17 


| % 

to clear the walls of the Town; a Moſaic Pavement on the left ſhew- 
ing us it extended farther than it does at preſent, and then turning 
directly South regains both its old Name and Direction, and bears 
right for Vennones or Cleycheſter . 

A long reſidence in Leiceſter, and at times having paid ſome at- 
tention to its hiſtory, tempts me to ſay ſomething more of Jewry 
Wall, about which, in the above account of the Foſſe, the writer has 
given ſome new and ſenſible remarks never before publiſhed, | 

It is this Gentleman's opinion, we find, that the Ruin we call Ja- 
nus Temple was the Janua or gate of the City; and that there was a 
Roman Bridge which led into the city, over the river, at the ſame 
place where now ſtands what is generally called bow-bridge. I be- 
lieve it has long been a received opinion that the river which runs 
by or ſkirts the weſt ſide of Leiceſter is the old river Leir, now Soar, 
and that which is called the back river was cut about the time that 
the Lancaſter Hoſpital was built. But if the contrary be the caſe; 
that the former is the modern cut, and the latter the old river Leir, 
which TI have been lately convinced is true, then nothing, in my 
opinion, is more likely than that in the time of the Romans there 
was a bridge over the old river, where Bow Bridge now ſtands, 
and that, in a right line with Zewry Mall; the ſuppoſed Janua of 
the Roman City. 

Whoever looks at the preſent ſtreets at the weſt end of the Town: 
will not diſcover the leaſt traces of a Roman Road: the zigzag di- 
reQion, from one to the other, is inimical to the idea we entertain 
of their lineal paſſages from and through one Station to another. 
The ſpace before the Rev. Mr. Aridrews's houſe cannot eafily be 
accounted for, but upon the ſcore of the gate of the antient City and 
wall continuing from the South end of the ruin, right acroſs that 
broad way to the houſe known by the name of the recruiting ſer- 
jeant, where the Jewry wall has recently been proved to have con- 
tinued, by the diſcovery of its foundation made of the like materi- 
als and delt: near which was found, at the ſame time, a fine 
roman coin, of the Emperor Maximilian. 


This 
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25 This conjecture in no hape takes from the opinion page 2, that 
"a great Temple once ſtood near the ſcite of St. Nicholas“ church. 
Churches where frequently built upon the ſcize of heathen temples, | 
and on old Roman roads: the former practice evidenuy for the 
materials, and the latter, perhaps for a foundation and ſometimes | 
elevation. Cart, the hiſtorian, tells us of a church which ſtood near 
St. Nicholas, in a place called the holy- bones, which was demo- 
liſhed about the time of the conqueſt; dedicated to Columbus and 
_ Auguſtine. , Perhaps chat and St, Nicholas' "Were vous _—_— out of 
the ruins of the Temple. N 
A word or two more eps — Janus: of the old 5 5 W 4 
man walls near the grand entrance into cities, frequently had ſuch 
niches as are preſerved in this wall, whence people have concluded 
that they are the remains of temples. However, the argument againſt 
the temple and for a gate is in ſome meaſure done away, by the diſ- 
covery of an old wall leading towards 5 Log the cellar of the 
Talbot Inn, mentioned above, page aa 
I cannot diſmiſs this ſubjeR without mentioning Mr. Bickerſtaff 6 
opinion of this wall. He obſerved once to me, on reatling that a 
Duke of Lancaſter expelled the jews from Leiceſter, that the Jeu 
Mall might be the Fornaces or fire places to burn their ſacrifices, and 
the little cottage at the ſouth end of it, with the figure of'a * . 
engraved in front, on a freeſtone, might be placed there in Hadi. 
dis erga Judæos, in contempt. of the Jews. religion 
To ſum up all, whether we tura our eyes towards chis old Wi 
which ſeems to ſmile at the wiſdom and penetration of the moſt 1 
and inquiſitive; whether to the old Ditch in St. Mary's field, 3 
ſome Silks Britiſh Curſus, others a Roman: Stadium; to 'the fuper 
abundant quantity of antient Cuins, and antique pavements, 1 47 
fo frequently among us, all tend 0 Fee chat en of). 
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ROMAN PAVEMENTS 


Ars Found in Leiceſter at various diſtances from the "PI of the 
earth, the moſt eſteemed of which, is that preſerved in a cellar near 
the Town Gaol, called ns and Afteon ; a ber UND of which 
is in the angexed plate. | 

Mr. Cart, Vicar of St. Marko: whoſe opinions were publiſhed j in 
the philoſophical tranſactions in 1711, ſays it repreſents that fable 
which informs us that a perſon finding fault with Venus fo, offended 
her, that ſhe, in revenge, engaged her ſon Cupid to make him fall in 
love with a monſter.” The fame Gentleman obſerved, that the mon- 
ſter having « a nene ra a ag gave pccahion for it to be called the 
ſtory of Acteon. * 12 

The piece OY is not worthy ch notice, « wy fort its antiquity; 
for neither the contour of the figures, nor the execution of the work 
have merit compared with What has been done in other countries; N 
but what is worthy of remark, is, that the perſon who (by digging) | 
found this piece, found alſo underneath it the ground to confiſt chief- 
ly of oyſter ſhels to a great depth: This was found about the year, 
1675. Mr. Blackburne ſhewed a drawing of this pavement in 1712, 
ſuppoſing i it Hercules having caught | the Endymion ſtag. Mr. Bic- 
kerſtaff has made merry with it, and eontents himſelf with a diſap- 
probation of Mr. Cart's opinion. Prior to this, in the reign of James 
the firſt, was found a place arched over, which when entered, the 
floor was found, beautifully made of» teſſelated pavement : and at 
intermediate ſpaces were placed earthen pipes. This was judged to 
be a Roman Bath. In 1665, ſome workmen having occaſion to dig 
where Mr. Johnſon's buildings now ſtand, formerly the water-houſe, 
found at the depth of 12 feet a beautiful floor of Moſaic work ; there 
were alſo fide walls ſtanding curiouſly painted, ; and on one remain- 


ed a fire place. At the Bath was found, about the year 1747, a floor 


curiouſly wrou ght. in this manner. A few years ſince, a Roman 
pavement was found in the cherry orchard formerly belonging to 
BY : Mr. 
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Mr. Watts of Danet's Hall. I ſaw part of a floor of this ſort of pave- 
ment diſcovered, when Mr. Stevens rebuilt his houſe in High Croſs 
Street; at one end of this was alſo a fire-place. Alſo under the 
paclour of Mr. King's houſe, in ſouth-gate ſtreet, was found a like 
pavement. Sinking for the front foundations of the new County 
Gaol, this year, a floor of this kind of work was found; the beſt 
piece preſerved of this is now in the poſſeſſion of the Rey: Mr. Pigot. 
In ſhort there are very few cellars ſunk, particularly at the weſt end 
of the town, without diſcovering ſome fragments of this ſort of 
ater (a) et 


ROMAN .COINS. 

The coins which have been found in Leiceſter alſo prove its 
great antiquity, they are innumerable; the greateſt diſcoveries of 
them were in the year 1718, near the north gate. At about fix feet 
under ground there was found an earthen jug, which might hold 
about three pints, full of them: The Rev. Mr. Cart ſaw them, they 
were of a ſort of copper, molt, of them about the ſize of a ſilver two- 
| pence, and ſome of them about the ſize of a halfpenny ; among them 
he obſerved the coins of Titus, Trajan, Diocleſian, Conſtantine the 
great, Conſtantine junior, Conſtantius, Valentinian, Theodoſius 
Gratian, Arcadius, and Honorius. And about four years ſince, was 
found, ſinking for a well at the Recruiting Serjeant, near St. Nicho- 
las' Church, at the depth of about 8 yards, a Roman pavement, by 
the fide. of a thick impenetrable wall, of the kind and thickneſs. of 
that which Iſpoke of reſpecting Jewry Wall, which was found to be 
in a direct line W it. Ares the floor e ſome rubbiſh Was. 


(a) The ancients were e exceedingly expert at this teſſelated ry of which there are various ſorts, ſome 
of glaſs, precious tones, marble, ſtone, and brick. The firſt of theſe is done at an immoderate expence 
of time, being of various'coloured glaſs: as ſmall as the head. of a pin, which when finiſhed is very beauti- 
ful. The ſecond being coſtly i is not ſo common as the other, and is ſeldom performed but upon altar- 
pieces. The others are more common, and are done indiſcriminately for various ee, All theſe * 
Gmblages of teſſelated work, when executed with judgment, have a pling A. n 
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found the fineſt copper coin ever diſcovered in Leiceſter. It is now 
and I lately ſaw it in the collection of Mr. Fowkes of Elmſthorp. 
On one fide is a fine buſt of the Emperor; round his head this 
C. VAL. MAXIMIANVS. NOB. C. on the reverſe a whole length 
figure with emblems of plenty. Round his head GENIO POPVLI 
ROMANI. See fig. i. in the annexed plate. The coins in the 
ſame pre ee other pieces of coins found in or near Leiceſ- 
ter. 

By far the greateſt part he the coins have been found on that ſide 
of the town neareſt the Foſſe Road. Mr. Lee had the greateſt col- 
lection of the coins found in or near Leiceſter, the choiceſt of which, 
at his death, were ſold in London, a part now remains with Mr. 
George Buckley of Thornton, out of whoſe collection ſome of the 
coins in the annexed plate are taken. Mr. John Coltman of St. Ni- 
cholas' parith has made alſo a large and valuable collection of coins 
found in or near Leiceſter, ſome of which I have copied, and are re- 
preſented in the plate ſubjoined. This Gentleman known judg- 
ment in antiquarian reſearches urged me to aſk for, what was politely 


given, the uſe of a ſelection of Ny Roman coins. 
ROMAN POTTERY. 


Alſo at various periods of time have been found on the weſt fide 
of the town, and ſome Mr. Cart ſays on horſe fair leys, on the ſouth 
end of the town.. A Remarkable diſcovery. was made in the year 
1783, of a leaden coffin and ſome Roman urns. In a ſarm yard be- 
longing to Mr. Hardy, in Humberſtone-gate, as ſome men were get- 
ting gravel they found about four feet below the ſurface of the earth 
a ſtrong leadencofhn, on which had been placed a baſon and fix urns 
round it, (I had this account from the labourers) the only one that 
Was perfect is now. in my poſſeſſion, they had nothing within them, 

nor the coffin, except a leg or arm bone dwindled to the ſize of a 
common quill, a few teeth and aj jawbone ; , the ſkull was in pieces, 
and as thin as a piece of brown paper ; the coffin was five feet fix i in- 


ches long, n the breaſt of which ſtood the baſon and urns as in 
| plate 
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plate page 9. fig. 4. The lead of the coffin was uncommonly thick, 
It weighed zCwt. over which, to lupport the lid, were placed 


ſtrong iron bars, ſome of which were eaten through by time, Ibe- 


lieve it was not the cuſtom till about the 12th century to bury in or 
near places of worlhip. This place was without the walls of Lei- 
ceſter, and near no place of worſnip. The lead was ſold to a plum- 
ber, melted down, and now probably helps to cover the roof of ſome 
church. The figures in the plate facing page 19: below are fig. 1,a 


repreſentation of a piece of copper found in Leiceſtef: It is engrav- 


ed only for its ſingularity, as is alſo fig. 4. Figs. g. are antient pottery 
and 2 fragments of old pavement. 

It might be difficult to trace with exactneſs the boundaries of the 
Roman Town of Leiceſter ; but the annexed plan, taken about the 


year 1600, by John Speed, may affiſt us in aſcertaining it. Not a 


common obſerver once mentioned to me, that if you compare Pri- 
or's plan of Leiceſter, in the corner of his map, with that of Chicheſ- 
ter, Glouceſter, and other acknowledged Roman Towns, the eye 
of an antiquary will ſee at once the ſcite of the old Remain Town, 

and that Stukely was not ſo much wrong in his old plan of it as he 
18 judged to be; tho' to be ſure Stukely had a happy knack at ſeeing 
what he wanted to fee. I would requeſt the reader to examine this 
old plan with reſpect to what I have noticed in page 17, concern- 
ing the new and old river on the weſt ſide of the town. I would then 


aſk him For what purpoſe the back river, as it is called, could be 


cut? Beyond i its junction, ſouthward and northward, it Aill retains 
its name Old Soar; and Speed has marked it properly the Old Soure 
in contradiſtinction to the new. The broad and deep river, which 
runs immediately under the town, ſhews evidently for what purpoſe 
it was cut; doubtleſs for the uſe and convenience of its inhabitants, 


who had ſettled on the ealy aſcent of ground rifing from the little 
meadow which ſkirted the old Soar. I ſcruple not to pronounce 


the river, over which the weft bridge extends, to be a Roman or 
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Cheile places of Cine by figures Noted 


20 ( Murue gate. 
n lehnt gate 
12 Hhumberrton gate 
13Lart gate 
14 Swines market 
15 Jatterdaves mar 
16 Cantwell Lame 
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19 Atlhallowes 

20 High Street = 

22 Woole Hall 

23 Grave De 

24 S Nicholas © © 
26S. Nicholas Jhambler 


þ » x a oY 


4 


* 2 
— - — 


— 2 


m — — — 
— —— ̃ ͤ q V 


+ Jl 

— 
* N 
Af 


4 
i 
= 
9 
by, 
4 
* 

1 
428 
+F 
\ 7. 

o 

Ly 

» = 

[ 

4 
= 
: 
«4 
+ £ 
1 
1 
+ -£ 
1 
=. 
1 o 
=_ 
- | 
n 
5 
ol 

-»- Y 
_ 
4 

AF 

"I 
I 


or LEICESTER. 29 


Again: Let the reader look into this old plan of Leiceſter with 
reſpe& to what has been ſaid page 16, of the Gate or Janua of the 
Roman City, and he will find that Bow-Bridge lies nearly in a line 
with St. Nicholas'Church, pointing to that open ſpace of ground fac- 
ing the Rev. Mr. Andrews' door, whach has been before obſerved; this 
perhaps may help him to form ſome judgment of the opinion there 
given of Bow-Bridge, which he may venerate, not for the abfurd 
tales told of it and Richard III. nor for Peck's more abſurd view of 
it, repreſenting an army paſſing over it with the dead body of poor 
king Dick, carryed to its burial; but for its more probable Roman 
or Saxon antiquity, ſtanding upon or near the ſcite of an old Roman 
Bridge leading to a great ſtation of the Romans, Ratæ. 

Over the hiſtory of this place, immediately ſucceeding the periotl 
we have been noticing, hangs a cloud of darkneſs. We have to be 
ſure ſhocking accounts of the invaſion of the Pitts, Scots, and Sax- 
ons, which followed the barbarities of Diocleſian upon the firſt 
chriſtians of this country, of which the inhabitants of theſe parts had 
their ſhareof woe; a Julius and Aaron were martyred at Leiceſter; (a) 
and not leſs than ſeventeen thouſand ſuffered martyrdom in one 
month in this Emperor's dominions. (6) 

The Saxons after their conqueſt of this country changed the face 
of things throughout the land. It is well known that they divided 
it into ſeven petty kingdoms, of which that of Mercia was the 
largeſt: it included the county of Leiceſter; and thoſe of Hereford, 
Gloceſter, Worceſter, Warwick, Rutland, Northampton, Lincoln, 
Huntingdon, Bedford, Oxford, Buckingham, Stafford, Derby, — 
lop, Nottingham and Cheſter. (c) 

In this new ſtate, or kingdom, ſtood Leiceſter almoſt in the cen- 
tre, and was doubtleſs the theatre of many great actions. The Mer- 
cian kingdom was divided or diſtinguiſhed by ſouthern, and north- 
ern; and the inhabitants of Leiceſterſhire were called Mediterranæ, 
or Middle Angles. (d) Chriſtianity beginnin g to . particu- 

'G larly 


te) Speed. (3) Gildas. © See the Aras of he Merci King, page 3. () Speed. 
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larly in the Mercian kingdom, Ethelfrid, a king of Notunbetliind, 
an enemy to chriſtianity, led an army to Leiceſter and flew ſo many 
that they could not be numbered. (a) It has been ſaid that about 
the year 653, that Penda, king of the Mercians, wiſhing to accom- 
pliſh his ſon's marriage with the daughter of Oſwy, king: of Nor- 
ane cauſed his {on to be crowned king of Leiceſter, before 
he went to Oſwy's court, whither he went in the character and ſtate 
of a king, and where, contrary to his father's wiſhes; he embraced 
chriſtianity. His name was Peada. (b) Bede ſays, Peada was poi- 
ſoned by his wife. Swapham ſays, by his mother; be that as it may 
he cauſed the religion of 7eſus to * firſt Raga and A per 
in theſe parts, all agree. 


— 


BISHOPS OF LEICESTER. 


Oſwy after the death of his ſon-in-law ſeizedithe kingdom of Mer- 
cia, (c) and during his reign he ſettled a Biſhop's See at Lichfield, 
whoſe Biſhop: had under him all the mediterranean regions. It con- 
tinued ſo till about the year 737, (d) when a Biſhop's See was erected 
or rather transferred from Sidnaceſter to Leiceſter, (e) 

That Leiceſter was not only a Biſhop's See, but a city of age ind 
conſequence, may be drawn from a number of deductions, both un- 
der the Roman, Saxon and Norman, governments. William of 
Malmeſbury calls it Civitas Antiqua in Mediterraneis Angli. 

Ihe firſt Biſhop of Leiceſter was Tota. (/) Afterhim Edbert in 
764 Werennen, his womens died in Aer Unwora way Biſhop | 

| bog meint om - 


(a) Saxon Annals. (ö) Bede. (c) Swapham: Fr W. Malmeſbury. 8 Stdnaceller i is a blace 


field. (F) Malmeſbury. Mr. Nichols ſays, „ The Biſhops of Sidnaceſter were A. D. 737, finally 
transferred to Leiceſter, at which time the kingdom of Mercia had three Sees: Litchfield, Dorcheſter and 


Leiceſter. In the latter fat only two, Wilfridus 697, and Ten 737. Mr. Cart fays tha the See of 
Leiceſter being taken from out of the dioceſe of Litthfield,' Cathrinus was placed in it 691. Another 
account ſays that Leiceſter was conſtituted a Biſhopric about the year 680, when Sexwulfus was inſtalled, 
To him ſucceeded Eadwadus, Ethelwinus, Edganus, Kineburtus, or Embert a cotemporary with Bede, 
and who aſſiſted him in writing his ecclefiaftical taſtory, Next Alwigh ; he was at the; Synod: called by 

| Archbiſhop 


not now aſcertained by our Antiquaries. It had 7 Biſhops, in all, 'after the divifion of the See of Liich- 
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in 805. Rethun, his ſucceſſor, died in 851. Aldred was deprived 
in 873. Ceolred ſucceeded; who gave way to Halardus; he died in 
897. It is not to be imagined, altho it is aſſerted by ſome, that all 
the Biſhop's names I have given above, where ſolely Biſhops of the 
See of Leiceſter. It is more generally believed that Leiceſter did 
not continue a Biſhop's See a century. When it diſcontinued to be 
a See, I believe, cannot be eaſily aſcertained. However Godwin de 
Præſul ſays, that the Biſhop of Leiceſter was among the Suffragans 
to Archbiſhop Aldulph, - who died in 79g. Sidnaceſter being loſt to 
the knowledge of hiſtorians has occaſioned much contrariety of 
opinions reſpecting the duration of a Biſhop's See at Leiceſter; and 
the names and number of the Biſhops. + Rethun's ſign of the croſs 
is to a charter of privileges granted to the monaſtery of Crowland. 
Henry VIII. or perhaps Archbiſhop Cranmer had fixed upon Lei- 
ceſter as a Biſhop's See, when the religious houſes were diſſolved ; 
but it ſome how or other loft the intended honour. 

This ancient city, in the Saxons time, was firſt dignified with an 
earldom; but of that hereafter. The ancient Lords of Leiceſter 
were its earls, and ſome time the power was divided between the 
earls and the Biſhops of the Dioceſe. we Hog? 
„The ancient Lords of Leicefter (ſays Mr. Cart, vicar of St. 
Martin,) were the earls of Mercia and Biſhops of the Dioceſe.” 

* What the Biſhop had was called manertum juxta Leyreft'r & 
manerium de Knighton, as comprehending that village in it. That 
part of it which is in the ſuburbs of Leiceſter, is commonly called 
the Biſhop's Fee, and remains as aforeſaid out. of the liberties and 
Juriſdiction. of the Town; though ſeveral attempts were made in 
the reign of Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth to have it united to 
and reduced under its government, but without effect.“ | 
The Biſhops made. the parſonage of St. Margaret a prebend 
of Lincoln, and the manor remained in them in 1138, as appears 


by a bull of Pope Innocent III. dated 4 kal. of May in chat year, 


confirming 
Archbiſhop Cuthbert Anno 747, and died 751. Then Eadulphus ; after him Ceolulphus who died in 
787. After whoſe death ;the See became vacant ſome y ears; but Anno 872, Brightred being made 
Biſhop, it was removed to Dorcheſter near Oxford. Ag 
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confirming it to Alexander the then Biſhop: and his ſucceſſors ; but 
it was very ſoon after this transferred to the Earl of Leier in 
exchange for the manor of Weſtcotes, and other lands in Eſtfordeby 
and Segrave, under the title of the manor Cnihinton or Knighton ; 
(as appears by Mon. Ang. vol. II. p gig) and by Robert Boſſu, 
founder of the Abby, was given to che monks there, en does now 
belong to the Duke of Devonſhire.“ r 
A recent deciſion in the Court of King's Bunch; hay givew;*or 

rather confirmed a concurrent Juriſdiftion to the County Magi: 
trates, ta act in the Biſhop's Fee. This caſe was argued May, 19, 
1789. Blankley, againſt Winſtanley and Burnaby, on a ſpecial ver- 
dict found at the Aſſizes for the County of Leiceſter, which ſtated 
that the Biſhop's Fee, was no part of the Borough of Fon 
previous to the charter of Elizabeth. (a) 5 


FORTIFICATIONS.. 


The Town Walls built in the time of the Saxons, may be traced 
in ſome parts, by the leaſes granted to divers perſons by the Mayor 
and Burgeſſes of this Borough, gifts to them in Fee Farm, from 
Queen Eliz. in 1592. By which it appears that it took a direction 
almoſt in a line with the houſes in Sanvey-gate, up Church- gate, 
where the ditch remained within theſe 30 years. On from the Eaſt 
Gate along where the range of houſes ſtand which bound the Market- 
place from Gallow-tree-gate ; thence by the Lion and Dolphin, 


Saracen e. and on men he South. Gate. 0 | 1 
Nee io zune Echelfreda, 


(a) Lord Kenyon i in is opinion {a 10 Theile i is one 8 of FER 3 2 WEE caſe, that the 
diftrift in queſtion, was not part of the Borough of Leiceſter prior to the charter of Eliz. and was not added 
thereto'by it. But the proximity of the Borough Magiſtrales might make it convenient that they ſhould 
act within that diſtritt in concurrence with the County Juſtices ; that power is given to them by the Char- 
ter of Eliz, to which is "added the ſaving clauſe couched in emphatical words reſerying the rights of the 
erden, and of all other perſons enjoyed hefore tliat time in tam amplis modo et forma prout fi hæ litetæ 
noſtræ patentes nunquam habitæ vel factæ fuilſent,” 

(5) The following extraft I haye made from the Corporation accounts of leaſes granted by che Mayor 
nad Burge ſſes to divers perſons, which any ways reſpect the Town Wall. Excluſive of thoſe the 


me ene Sold to 
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Ethelfreda, or Edelfreda, a princeſs of Mercia, has the reputation 
of building the walls of Leiceſter, about the year 914, 0 10 it _ 
been deſolated by the Danes. | 

The foundation | of, theſe walls has been freque ntly Biſcovertd 
of an amazing thickneſs and ſtrength. ee called theſe 
walls, which lay in ruins in his time like foreſt rocks, indiſſoluble. 

„This ancient city (ſays a M. S. I have ſeen) partaking of the 
viciſſitude of all things, partly by the Daniſh devaſtation, was reduced 
to a deſolate and ruined ſtate, until it was reſtored and raiſed up 
again by the hand of a noble Lady named Edelfreda or Egelfreda. 
Simon Dunelmenſis relates it thus: Anno DCCCCVIII. Civitas quz: 
Kair JEL Brittannice, et Legaceſtre dicitur Saxonice, juſſu Ethelcedi 

Hie #6 the ily <8 H | . | Ducis, 


Jeffery Davye certain houfes ahi Ray on the back fide of the Angel 404 parcel of the Towne wall and 
ditch.” —* Item, to Cademan of Nottingham one piece or parcel of ground upon the walls and ditch of 
Leiceſter.” “ Item, all thoſe edyfices, buildings, barns, fables, dove-bouſes, ſellers, eaſments, land, 
tenements, feedings, paſtures, yards, orchards, gardying cloſes, crofis, profits, commodities, advantages 
and emoluments whatſoever, ſituate and landing upon the wawles and ditches of the town of Leiceſter, in 
or near Saturday market. Here all the tenants names are recited, which are in mumber more than go, 
the yearly rent 20l. 2s. 8d.—< Item, all. thoſe,” (reciting as above) lying and being in the pariſh of St. 
Martin in Leiceſter, in and upon the Town wall and ditch near the Saturday market, conteyning in length 
51 foot, and in breadih from the weſt part to the eaſt part 40 foot. Another purchaſe was made by a Mr, 
Cotton, ſituate near the laſt mentioned, which flood alſo upon the Town wall and ditch; and another piece 
was fold to ; Cotton near the ſheep pens in Saturday market, which ſtood alſo upon the Town wall and 
ditch, (The ſheep pens about this period were fixed like thoſe in Smithfield, London, and ſtood in a 
range where the houſes of Mr. Burgeſs, hoſier, Mr. Ald. Eames, and Mr. Thomas Eames reſide, J—A 
lutle cloſe, near St. Margaret's church; was ſold, called part of the Town ditch.—Alſo a piece of ground 
upon the Ton wall near the north gate—Alſo two orchards near Baldwin-lane, near the weſt bridge, 
parcel of the Town wall and ditch. Item, a garden place in Sore-lane, near the north gate, parcel of 
the Town ditch.— Item, a meſſuage or tenement, part of the Town ditch and waſte, without the north 
gate, about 24 yards; three cottage houſes near the laſt mentioned; alſo parcel' of the ditch and waſte, 
contayned 40 yards in length, and 22 in breadth. —ltem, a gardyn in Parchment-lane, parcel of the 
Town wall, andia garden near the corn wall. When the houſe in which Mr. Stone lives was rebuilt 
in Parchmem · ane, now Swines-market, the Town wall foundation was found in a perfect ſtate; the ſtones 
were ſo grouted together that they were inſeparable Another little garden, near Parchmeni-lane, ſituate 
upon the Town wall, was alſo, ſold.—In Freer-lane; ParchmentJlane ; adjoining the South- gate; near 
the auge near St. Margaret $-gate ; in Baldwin-lane, near the Weſt-gate; Sanvey- gate; near Freer- 

z parcel of Corpus & Gild; on che north weſt fide of North-gate; in Gallow-tree-gate; near the 
Butt Cloſe; near the North-gate ; near the Butt Cloſe; near Gallow-tree-gate ; near unto a lane leading 
to the North-gate ; and near the OP were 4 tenements b e N ſold which ſtood upon 
Jeane | dei de ee 309] 
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| Ducis, et Egellede Reſtaurata eſt, (a) Expreſſed inthe ae words, 
almoſt, by Roger Hoveden. (6) And remembered by Henty Hun- 
tingdon thus: Quarto anno (Edvardi Senioris) Legeceſtria renovata 


eſt. (c) But moſt particulariy and fully by Jorvallenſis in theſe 
words: Hoc anno Civitas que Brittanice Karlegium, Anglice Le- 
geckſtre, pe Ethelredi Dueis Merciorum, et Elfledæ uxori ſuæ 
reſtaurata eſt, et novis muris Cireundata, at pene ad duplum quam 


prius ampliata, ita quod Caſtrum ibidem ab olim extra muros ad 
aquam poſitum nunc infra muros videatur. i. e. This year 901 the 


City called by the Brittains Kairleir, and by che Angles Legeceſtre, 
by 1 5 means of Ethelred Duke of Mercia and his wife Elfreda was 
repaired and ſurrounded with new walls and enlarged, almoſt as big 
again as before, ſo that the Caſtle there which was without the walls, 
placed near the water, now might ſeem within the walls. From 
whence we may note, that tho it might have ſome walls before, yet 
the ſtrong walls were made by Edelfreda, but the Caftle was built 
long before either, by ſome of the Saxon kings of Mercia, by whom 


or 7, wing of them. cannot now Frome: why be knoun. % (4) el. . 
60 Sat Dunelm: in. 0. 152. 0 Hoved Anna par prip, 6 &. 17 0 Hen ne., 
lib. 5, fo. 353+ | | 
(4), This Lady per Fords tha oat fhe vas deaghter of King: Alfred de Ce ad held 
the whole carldom of Leiceſter as a token of his affettion. She, with her brother, King Edward the el“ 
der, fought many battles with the Danes, after the death of her huſband Ethelred. Her 'charafter and 
noble deeds are given by Abbas Rival. de Gen. Reg: Angl: fo. 356. tranſlated dus: The king's fifter 
Aelſteda, augmented much his honour, being woman in Sex ; but in mind and virtue more than man. 
She built Brimeſburch, Leiceſter, &c., She fought againſt the Welch, and conquered them. She fub- 
dued and taok Derby, and. ſo muck excelled in fortitude, that by moſt fhe was: ftiled king. At the taking 
of Derby, poſſeſſed by.the Danes, ſhe loſt four of her principal commanders, to her great grief. In her 
expedition againſt the Weich ſhe took priſoner the king's wife. Joruall. coll. fo. 834. And Henry 
Huntingdon, fo. 353 · Among her famous works, ſays Dugdale, ber building the city of Warwick 
was nat the. leaſt, (i Aku % hp eee e eee ee u dc 
de ae Peers e leaving an only child, . 


be A a 1 e W = f D 1 


; "Valtrex Mat went diet | 3G] 


— es, Nair pon, 
Te probitas fecit nomen habere viri. 
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The total deſtruttiom of the walls of Leiceſter happened in the 

reigh of Henry the LI. ag did alſo the demolition of the Caſtle; both, 
on account of the city of Leicefter being made the chief reſort of 
the diſaffected in that turbtilent reign; but it ſuffered materially, 
prior to this, on account of its inhabitants, with thoſe of Lincoln, 
Stamford, Nottingham and Derby, having embraced the chriſtian 
faith. Fot in king Athelſtane's time, who was ſucceſſor to Edward, 
the Danes poſſeſſed thoſe places; but Edmund, who ſucceeded, be- 
ing zealous for the chriſtian fairh, reſcued them from infidelity. But 
the Danes, in the reign of king Ethelred, about the year 1016, re- 
turned in great numbers under the command of king Swain, and 
made ftratige havod of the fortifications and the inhabitants of Staf- 
fordſhire, Leiceſterſhire and Shropſhire. | Prædaveruntque Simul in 
Staffordſchire, in Seropſeire et in Fee (4) More of the 
fortifications hereafter, (6b) - 

Before the Norman rd; Leiceſter appears to ee realldrive 
its confequente, after many debilitating viciſſitudes. At the Nor- 
man entrance, it Was very well frequented and peopled; and had: 
many Burgeſſes i in it; out of whom they were bound by an ancient 
cuſtom, as appears by Domeſday Book, to ſend twelve men with 
che king ſo often as he wem to the wars in perſon; but if he made a 
voyage by ſea; nnn his enemies, 'they __ 4 875 horſes to earry 

«Hud rh armeur 


„ 3 — "Sq enn | 
Tau ͤu Regina potens, rexquetrophi paraſa, © 
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1051 71 A royal changling thou, only the name, 

8 * A Queen in that, a king in worth and fame; 
To t vr4 brave Ide yinues of each ſex in thee are found, 9 852 3 
Frevel braye Dame, han Carfar more renown'd;. 3 9 - 
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armour and ammunition as far as London. And this city paid yearly 
to the king thirty pounds, by, tale, and twenty in ore, chat is by 
weight, and allo fifteen meaſures called ſextaries of Honey, (a)) 
Ihe following is a tranflation of that part of Domeſday. Book 
which more immediately concerns this ancient city: for the words 
of it are Civitas de Ledeceſire Tempore, Regis Edwargi, Sc. In plate 
page 19, the een s a fac ſimile of the mend zitingrof this 
valuable book: (.) > 1d; aan to bation S, 
The City of Leiceſter, in the time of king, 3 paid yearly to 
the king thirty pounds by tale, (every ore of the value of twenty- 
pence) and fificen ſextaries of honey Yi ni hace: 
When the King marched with his army through che land, twelve 
burgeſſes of that borough attended him. If the king went over ſea 
againſt the enemy, they ſent four horſes from that borough, as far 
as London, to N arms, or * other things as. Sreunkanpes re- 
quired. * 4 112416103 asm 2713 N 5498 
At this time king William e for all rents, from, that. city and 
county, forty-two pounds and ten ſhillings in weight. 
Inſiead of one hawk he has ten pounds by. tale; and, infead of a 
Fe or ſumpter horſe, twenty, ſſillings. e ein 
Of che mint-maſters he has yearly twenty Hounds, every ore of 
the value of twenty-pence. Of this twenty pounds Hugo de Grente- 
maiſnil has the third penny. ; 
The king has in Leiceſter thirty-nine houſes. _ | 
The archbiſhop of York two houſes with 5 and oe; and they 
belong to Cherlimtone. . | 
Earl Hugh has ten hoafes; which belcing to Barhou, and fix be- 
longing to Cacherworde, and one. houſe een guy to Locteburne. 
The abbey of Coventreu has ten houſes, - 
The abbey of Cruiland has three houſes. F. rom all which the king , 
has his * | | | | 
(a) Camden. (5) Earl Ferrers,” on one Sy e rere copy of 
Domeſday Book, and permitted me to tranſcribe from it what 1 might have occaſion for; afier I had 


made this leſion, Mr. Nichob Nr offered me any pagygn, of hiv tranſcrip with, i Ene 
the latter I give, as having been done with due at attention, 


n nv0T adh do won rub oo: ren wot [rye 
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Hugh de Grentemaiſnil has a hundred and ten Houſes and two 
5 — ; beſides theſe he has in common vith the king twenty- four 
houſes in the ſame borough. Over and above theſe the ſame Hugh 
has in Leiceſter twenty-four burgeſſes, who belong to Hanſtigie; and 


thirteen burgeſſes, belonging to Sigleſbie, and three houſes' belonging 


to Inwareſbre; and ten houſes belonging to Merdegrave; and four 
houſes belonging to Broktone; and nine houſes belonging to Sto- 
tone; and four houſes belonging to Wichingeſtone ; and ſeven houſes 
belonging to Andreteſbie ; and three houſes belonging to Sceltone ; 
and ten houſes belonging to Burſtelle; and three houſes belonging 
to Burtone; and one houſe belonging to Bruneſtineſtorp; and two 
houſes belonging to Dresford ; and three houſes belonging to Leg- 
ham, which he bought of Oſbern; and one houſe belonging to Leti- 
tone; and one houſe belonging to Turchiteleſtone. | 

In the ſame borough has the ſame Hugh two churches, and 1070 
houſes, and four houſes decayed. 

Hugh de Witwile holds of che ſaid Hugh five houſes with ſac and 


ſoc: 
Theſe are in exchange for Wadford. 


Robert de Veci has fix houſes with ſac and ſoc belonging to Niwe- 
tone ; and three others with ſac and ſoc, belonging to Chiborne. 

Goisfrid de Wirce has one houſe belonging to Dalbi, and another 
belonging to Pichewelle. 

In Leiceſter are four houſes belonging to Scepehefde ; and one be- 
longing to Sadintone; and one belonging to Torp. 

1n the ſame borough- Henry de Fereires and Robert the king's 
ſteward have one burgeſs. 

The counteſs Judith has in the ſame borough W ight houſes; 
and from the moiety of a mill ſhe has five ſhillings and faur-pence. 2 
Without the borough ſhe has fix ploughlands belonging to the bo- 
rough; and ſhe has there one plough, and her homagers (a) three 
ploughs. There are eight acres of meadow, and a wood fix furlongs 
long, and three broad. The whole is worth forty ſhillings. 2 

e a ends e 
(a) Homage was done to a Lord in this form, © Devenio Homo veſter de tenemento quod de vobis 
tene,“ Kc. Brafton de Leg. 'Angl. Lib, II. c. 35. ſefl. 8. 
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The wood of the whole ſheriffwick, called Herefwode, is four miles 
long and one broad. (a) itt! * 

About the year 1102, there was a dread clamour raiſed up alt 
that canon of council for putting away the wives of the clergy; and 


prohibiting the marriages of prieſts. At Leiceſter, in particular, 
the clergy rejected it with much heat and ſcorn. 


Lam of opinion that Leiceſter funk under the name of a Borough 


Town ſoon: after the GR ſome years preceding Its being go- 


verned by mayor s. 

In the reign of Henry it, Robert earl of Mellent, a Norman, be- 
ing made earl of Leiceſter, retired thither, made it (the caftle) his 
chief reſidence, like ſeveral of the preceding earls, in the times of 


the Saxons. This nobleman, adorned and fortified the caſtle, ad- 


ded to it ſome ſtately buildings; and was extremely munificent to 
its inhabitants. () His ſon, alſo, Robert Boſſy, was equally af- 
fectionate to the town, during his reſidencè at the Caſtle; but his arro- 
gance to his king, or as ſome ſay, his undutifulneſs, was the occafion 


of this place ſuffering much; the town of Leiceſter being dependent 


on him: it was too much the practice, in theſe earlier ages, for So- 


vereigns to puniſh the people immediately under the power and 
patronage of the nobility, for their offences. A notable inftance of 


this took place in the reign of Henry H. and under the ſucceeding 
earl, Robert Blanchmains, who took part with Henry's fon, in an 


unnatural rebellion againſt his father. Leiceſter at that time was the 
chief reſort of the diſaffected; and ſtood a long irregular liege, till 


the eatl of Leiceſter and his followers were Besser! in a battle fought 


near St. Edmund's-Bury, by an _y under the command 6f Richard 


Lucy, chief juſtice of England, un 


er whom was the prime nobility 


of England, who took part with the Fromm In this battle the earl of 
| Leiceſter being taken priſoner, and the town of Leiceſter, about 


that time, being taken alſo by the kings forces, they fired it in ſe- 
veral places at once, and what the flames could not deſtroy was 


thrown down by the foree of men and engines. The caſtle held out 


ſome time after the king 8 forces had entered the town, but at length 


0 een the aue Leer in he ce c Dee Bok — 
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the garriſon as obliged to yield. This almoſt complete deſtruftion 
of Leiceſter ig viſible in the frequent diſcoveries of foundations of 


buildings, walls and rubbiſh; ſome of the former are found in di- 
rections right acroſs the preſent ſtree es. 
For the offence of this earl the inhabitants of Leiceſter were, ſome 

impriſoned, others fined' beyond their ability, and many baniſhed; 

numbers fled” for refuge to St. Alban's, Edmund's-Bury, and other 
places; the caſtle was rendered defenceleſs, and the walls made 
heaps of ruin. When this happened, two armies were upon full 
march to relieve the place, one from William king of Scotland, 
under the command of his brother David, and another army under 
the command of Robert de Mowbray; but the latter was defeated 
and taken priſoner. ' King Henry himſelf was on full march to aſſiſt 
his friends in this buſineſs, and had arrived at Northampton, when 

Anketill Mallore, and William Dives, cenſtables of the caſtles of 

Leiceſter, Mountſorrel, and Grooby, had made a ſurrender of thoſe 

ſtrong places; whereby the rebellion became extin&. () CITES 

This tranſaction is related differently by other writets, but all 

agree in the almoſt total deſtruction of the place, at this period. 

Matthew Paris wiſhed it to be underſtood, that during this tranſaction 

the earl was abroad with the king's fon, and that the inhabitants of 

Leiceſter parlied, and ſurrendered the place oh condition of being 

at liberty to depart whither they pleaſed, (before the deſtruction of 

it took place) on condition of their paying gool. for their liberty. 

This coming (fays he) to the ears of the earl of Leiceſter, he haſtened 

from Flanders, and with' a conſiderable force was attempting to re- 

venge the deſtruckion of Leiceſter, when he was defeated near St. 

Edmund's-Bury. (5) Matthew Paris further ſays, * That when the 

walls of the eity (wanting a good foundation) were undermined, 

and the props burnt which fuſtained them, the pieces and fragments 
fell down, which remain to this day indiffoluble;” the mortar re- 
manung fuſt to the ſtones, the pieces of ruin had the ſtrength and 

appearance of a ſolid rock. 0 r 


, Sir 
(%) Hoveden. (3) His lady accompanied bim at the battle, and to prevent the enemy being enriched 
by what ſhe had'toloſe, pulled off a rich ring and jewel from her finger, and threw them into a-river. + 
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Sir Richard Baker ſays, That Robert earl of Leiceſter, thinking 
to ſurpriſe Reginald earl of Cornwall and Richard Lucy, king, 
Henry's Generals, at unawares, was himſelf by thelf overthrown, 
and the town of Leiceſter taken, which only the ſcite of the place 
defended from being battered from the ground.“ This is rather an 
obſcure paſſage. But from what has been written: about the de- 
ſtruction of Leiceſter, at this time, anno dom, 1179, we may apply 
the words of an old writer I have ſeen on this lubjett, That Lei- 
ceſter was diſmantled to wear the badge of its owner's diſobedience 
and treaſon.” . This is verified, and at this preſent day is awfully 
ſhewn in the orchards, and gardens bounded by North-gate- ſtreet, 
Sanvey-gate, Church-gate and High- ſtreet, now a great chaſm in 
the plan of the town of Lgcrbers 3 eh before this deſtruction, Was: 
ar if inhabited. is | 

About the year 1260, it was again in FRA: of alben from hs 
violent contentions in the Barons wars. Simon Montfort, then 
earl of Leiceſter, had repaired the caſtle and. forufied it againſt the 
king, Henry III. but after Henry had taken Gloceſter, Oxford and 

Northampton, the town's people ſuffered his army to Ware ens ; 
thro' towards Nottingham; but of this hereaft. | 

At the concluſion of this Section, and every other, it may be 1 ne- 
ceſſary to mention a few things by way of retouching (uſing a pain - 
ter's phraſe) what has before en offered to the conſideration of the 

. | 
F The age, of Teicetar we may pak to ih more- 5 "lb \ 
years. It was a city or place of note long before the landing of Ju- 
lius Ceſar. That king Leir, a deſcendant of Brute, probably built 
or enlarged it about the year of the world 110. That its name, in 
the times of the . was Caer-Lerion: Caer in the Britiſh 
tongue ſignifying a city. That it had its name from king-Leir, or 
the river near which it ſtands, formerly Leir, now. Soar. (a) Willlam 
of Malmſbury deſcribes it thus: Legeſtria et Civitas antiqua in Me- 
diterranis Angliz, a Legra fluvio preter-fluente fic vocata; Leiceſter | 
is an ancient ey in the middle of England, ſo called "ow the river 
A Lara 


Le A village in this county 3 near the bead ofthis cver is naw called Lee. 
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Legra running by it. If fo, its age is too diſtant to find out; but 
we may ſafely announce it to be one of the oldeſt in Britain. 

Its Roman antiquity none have doubted: Ratz, its name; the 
Roman road, the Foſs, paſſing by or thro' it; Raw-dikes (now com- 
monly called Rowdikes) which has ſome analogy to its Roman name, 
and is doubtleſs either a Roman or a Britiſh work; the old ſtone 
found near Thrumaſtone turnpike; the ſuperabundant number of 
Roman coins found daily; the Moſaic pavement and pottery; and 
the old Jewry wall, ſtamp it with Roman honour and antiquity ; 


and if I may. be allowed the expreſſion, they are living teſtimonies 


of its power and Se at the * of nearly two thouland 
years. i 0 

Of its Saxon conſequence, its earls; its name, Legeseltris the 
foundation of the town wall; the old wall of the caſtle; that fine re- 
mains of Saxon architecture, the chancel of St. Mary's church; and 


many other things not needful to _ which the ENS of this 
country teſtify, all fully prove. 


The Normans form a marked epoch in the Aal of En und they 


produdel a race of kings, who governed like conquerors by their 
own imperial power. Changes in conſequence took place both in 
reſpect to property and laws. Almoſt every diſtrict in this country 
had its new governors; but Leiceſter, notwithſtanding the ſufferin gs 
of its inhabitants in the reign of Henry II. for the raſhneſs of one of 
its earls, was particularly favoured by ſome of them; which is fhewn, 
at the beginning of the next ſection, by their charters. In bones 
day book we find that Leiceſter was honoured with a public mint; 

coin from which, I am informed, is now in the poſſeſſion of the Rev. 


Mr. Southgate, the antiquary, who. is about to 5 — curious . 


particulars reſpetting the Anglo Saxon coins. 


The earls; under the Norman race of N be governed Lei 
celter, bring us 0 the at Wr oF the we . 
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SECT. 1. 


Its Hh or as Antiquities en . its « gonernment 105 F 

| mum neee ee ie F 
1 | 5 29597? nei ende ans 8 

A, TER fix reigns "kt hs Neiman conqueſt, we arrive wake 
grand epocha which diſtinguiſhes the reign of king John from all 
others. The tyranny of the kings of England; before him, and hes 
imbecility and baſeneſs of heart, after a violent ſtru ggle, gave us that 

Bulwark of Engliſh liberty, Magna Charta 

Upon the death of Robert Fitz-Parnel, the eſtates of th ancient 
earls of Leiceſter were divided between Simon de Montfort (defcend- 
ed from a natural ſon of gne of the kings of France) and Quiney 
earl of of-Wincheſter, who had married to daughters of Blanch- 
mains, earl of Leiceſter; but John afterwards beſtowed the sardom 
upon the earl of Cheſter, who died in 1229. But prior to this, king 
John had ſigned Magna Charta, and bad given particular grants 
and privileges to many large tuns in the kingdom: and muetear- 
lier than the completion of that noble deed, he had granted to Lei- 
ceſter the following char ters; perhaps, in ſome meaſure, from mo- 

tives, of compaſſion, to foſter. its inhabitants, children of "adyetfity, 
bo even then felt; anguiſ from that ſcourge of vengeumee ànd re- 
yenge brought on them for-the crimes of an imperio nobleinan, 

their lord and e nh litt me 2 ve ion tc 

©  * JOHANNES, Dei gratia, rex Nele Jonittins Hliberinje: dux 
Normannie, Aquitaine, comes Andegav', archiepifeapis,  epiſcopis, 
abbatibus,, comitibus, barombusyjuſtio';- vie prepofitis, et omni- 
bus ballivis et ſidelibus ſuis, ſalutem. Sciatis nos eonc eſſiſſe, et hac 
preſenti charta noſtra confirmaſſe, burgenſibus ville Leiceſtr, quod 
libere et ſine omni impedimento eant et redeant et negocientur per 
totam terram noſtram, cum omnibus rebus et mercandiſis ſuis, ſalvis 
nobis et aliis debitis et juſtis conſetud', Teſtibus, &c. Dat' per 
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manum S. Wellen archid', et Johannis de Gray, apud Bur, viceſimo 
ſexto die Decembrł, anno regni noſtri primò.“ (ay 
JOHANNES, Dei gratia, rex Anglie, dominus Hibernie, dux 
Normannie, Aquitaine, comes Andegavie; arehiepiſcopis, epiſcopis, 
abbatibus, comitibus, baronibus, juſtice}, wie, prepoſitis, et omni- 
bus ballivis et fidelibus ſuls, ſalutem. - Sciatis nos conceſliſſe,” et hac 
preſenti carta noſtra confirmaſſe, burgenfibus ville Leieeſtrie, quod 
omnes empkiones et vendiciones terrarum Ville Leiceſtr, que facte 
ſunt et que fient ronabili in portmannot' ejuſdem ville, ſtabiles et firme 
permaneant. Teſtibus, &c. Dat per manum S. Wellen archid, 
et Johannis de Gray, apud Bur", vieefims ſexto die Decembr, anno 


Es 


regnt noſtri primo.” (0% 19! 3 n b Hoöln Burg eon e ol 

The following charter was grarted by Robert Fitz-Parnel, carl of 
Leiceſter; 'who Was a great favorite with king John; perhaps from 
ſimilar motives: of compaſſion which I have conjectured, induced 
that king to grant his. This earl was exceedingly bountiful to the 
town; | and lived chiefly at che caſtle after his Tetuth from the Holy 
wars arg? , ᷣͤ wor ad; Omg td v1! 9rf7 
KRobertus comes Leiceſtriz, filius Petronillæ comiteſſe Leic: om- 
nibus preſens ſeriptum inſpecturis falutem. Noveritis untyerſitas 
veſtra me pro falute animæ nie et omrium ànteceſforum meorum, 
et omiiſum ſucteſſorum meoram; dimiſiffe et onnifd relaxille, à me 
et hæredibus meis in perpetuum io denarios qui capi Tolebatit an- 
nuatim de Burgenſibus meis Leic: ad metendum ſegetes meos apud 
Leic: et illos infinitos denarios qui eapi ſolebant de fingulis vaceis, 
in defenſo meo pro es capura et illos infinitos denarios qui capi ſole- 
wv 00923 e e e bad” nt fu Bb e ee e Lops en eee 

ae 2 17603 X08 949d: ee 1 uo 441 bot? agate vitch 127 e ad 0} iht bannt 


Jon, by, the grace 6f God, king of Eagland;. ford of Ireland, duke of Normandy, and Aqui- 
tne, Kc. To, archhiſhops,; biſbops, abbatz, earls, barons, juſtices, and vicars, and all aikfls with, fauh- 
ful ſeryants, heahh. Know hat we have granted; and by dis our preſent charter have confirmed aud 
ravhed: to/the burgeſſes of the town of Leiceſter, dhe privilege ofraveliog-and xcading in any pant of pur 
domunionsfree of all. toll or impediment, with lt their goods, and imerchapdize, except thoſe dues a cul: 
om which! belong tq.us. © Wiwmeſs,, & c. Given under the 'hevd of Si Mellen archdeaton, and John 
. Gray, in-the;borough, che 26th day of December, ibe fir yearrof gart reig 1 +/+ (1) 
(2) This chapter was granted. the ſame. day as the former: It grants the burge es of Leiceſter a right to 
parchaGs od felands. in dle townof.Leicoter ; amd, cih wer or ſhall be. bought, 0d d in the Gig 
Own, ſhall remain firm and binding. when, Þ 15 ben 27 lo esd Ln toll : 
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bant de carrectis portantibus bladum de Leic: ad alium molendum 
quam ad molendum de Leie: et utratum habeatur in perpetuum ap- 
poſitione. Sigilli: mei ſcriptum preſens munivi. His teſtibus Paulo 
Abbe Leic: Pietro Clerico de Lira et multis aliis,” (@Y. in fri OV 
Soon after the earl of Cheſter's death, who died in 1229, to whom 
king John gave the earldom of Leiceſter, we find the names of 
Milliam Tynlo eum Simon Curleuaclis, preſiding over, or go- 
verning the town of Leiceſter, A. D. 1233, the 18th of Henry III. 
the firſt names that occur in the corporation books. (00 Their 
names occur again in conjunction in the year 1239 and mol likely 
they continued to preſide till 1246, when | 5 +; E* 
Peter Roger governed alone as an alderman. During this b. 
ingly dawn, of corporation government, Simon Montfort, in con- 
firmation of the following grant, gave that which ſucceeds it. Thele 
two I found tranſlated in a corporation book of references. 
Know all men, preſent and to come, that I Robert, earl of Lei- 
ceſter, have given, granted, and by this my preſent charter confirmed 
to the free Burgeſles of the town of Leiceſter, certain limits, being 
according as they have been appointed, divided and ſet; out by my 
direction, upon the view of lawful Men; a certain Paſture which 
is called Cowhaye, without the South Gates, with free ingreſs and 
egreſs appertaining unto the ſaid paſture, through my lordſhip; to 
wit, a Ae which is between my Wee which is called Oxhey 
910 & „ 1108 . 


(a) Robert earl of Leiceſter, he ſon of Petronilla counteſs of Leiceſter: to all who may inſpet the 


| preſent writing health. Be ten to, ou all that I, for the good of my ſoul, and of all my anceſtors, 


and of, all my ſuccelſors, babe given up, and entirely cut off from me, and my heirs, for ever, thoſe 


and thoſe occaſional pence which uſed to be taken of the owner of each cow, in my right, for tranſgreſſion, 
and thoſe occaſional pence which uſed to be taken for ruſh baſkets carrying corn from Leiceſter, to be 
ground from that place. And that the preſent writing may be held ratified for ever, I have confirmed it 
by affixing my ſeal. Witneſs Paul Abbot of Leiceſter, and Peter Clark of de Lira, and many others. 
(6) A maiden lady in Leiceſter who'lived in the reign of king John, fiys Matthew Paris, and who'died 
in'that place, A. D. 1295, was ſhut up for the ſpace' of ſeven years before her death; and in all that time 
tate} of no ſuſtenance, either of meat or drink, except the ſacrament of bread and wine, which ſhe re- 
ceived only on each ſabbath day. In an old bock, belonging to the Rev. Mr. Topp, in which is farly 
written the names of the mayors of Leiceſter in ſacceſſion, with many curious remarks 1 in the margin is this 
In 1233 were ſeen g funs att one time togeather ; after which followed fo great a dearth that n 

was e e to eat horſe-fleſh and barks of trees; and in London 20000 died for want of food. 
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and near the mill of Amaris Danet, on the one part, and Tackholme 
on the other part, to have and to hold the ſaid paſture with the ſaid 
appurtenances to my ſaid Burgeſſes and their heirs and aſſigns of me 
and my heirs, freely and quietly for ever. They honourably pay- 
ing thereout to me and my heirs and ſucceſſors; for every cow joilted 
or to be joiſted, and for every beaſt in the ſaid paſture joiſted or to 
be joiſted, three-pence by the year. And for this Grant and Confir- 
mation the ſaid Burgeſſes have given me a certain ſum of money, in 
hand, by way of fine, that neither I the ſaid Robert nor my heirs, 
my ſucceſſors, nor any other perſon by us nor for us may have any 
challenge or claim unto the ſaid paſture hereafter. In Witneſs 
whereof I have confirmed this Charter with my Seal. Theſe being 
witneſſes : Will. de Semſell, Thom. Eſterling, Rad. Mortivalls, Er- 
neſtde , Gilbo Miners, Galfr, Coſteyn, de Cranford, 
Henr.“ | | 1 | 

“ To all faithful Chriſtians who ſhall inſpe& this preſent Writing 
of Simon de Monterforti Earl of Leiceſter, health in the Lord. Be 
it known unto all our people, That whereas Robert, ſometime Earl 
of Leiceſter, my predeceſſor, has feoffed by his Charter to my Bur- 
geſſes of Leiceſter a certain paſture called Kowhey, and lying in the 
South fields of Leiceſter, between my paſtures on either fide, That 
I have newly remiſed, releaſed and entirely from me and my heirs 
for ever, quit- claimed all right and claim which I have had, or 
might have had unto: the ſaid paſture to my free Burgeſſes of Lei- 
ceſter, which are or ſhall be (for the time being) to wit, to thoſe 
unto whom the ſaid . paſture ought to belong, and that they may 
have and hold the ſaid paſture with the appurtenances of me and my 
heirs freely and quietly, without waſte, paying thereout yearly to 
me and my heirs or my ſucceſſors, for every beaſt joiſted or to be 
joiſted, three-pence, as in the time of my predeceſſors were ac- 
cuſtomed to be paid. And for this remiſe, releaſe and quitclaim, 
my ſaid Burgeſſes have given me a colt of the value of one hundred 
ſhillings in hand, that neither I the ſaid Simon, nor my heirs or ſuc- 
ceſſors, nor any of us, nor on our part may joiſt or depaſture our 
cattle in the {aid paſture, but from all depaſturing and joiſting we 
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may be for ever excluded. In Witneſs whereof to this preſent Wri- 
ting of Quitclaim my Seal is put, theſe being Witneſſes: Philip 
Calewan, Rico. de Harecourt, Alexander de Harecourt, Henr. 
Coſteyn, Peter ſon of Rog. Hugon Taſch, Willo Taſch, Ric. ſon 
of Goſſelym, Will. Wakeleyn, Theobald Clerk and others. Dated 
at Leiceſter, on the Feaſt of the Invention of the Holy Croſs, in the 
twenty-third year of King Henry the ſon of King Jour 

Circa Anno 1239.” 

Simon de Montefort filius comitis Simonis de Montefort, Do- 
minus Leiceſtriæ, omnibus Chriſti fidelibus præſentem paginam vi- 
ſuris et audituris ſalutem in Domin. Noverit univerſitas veſtra me 
pro ſalute animæ meæ et anteceſſorum et ſueceſſorum meorum con- 
ceſſiſſe et præſenti Carta mea confirmaſſe de me et heredibus meis in 
perpetuum Burgenfibus meis Leiceſtriæ et hæredibus, quod nullus 
judæus neque judeæ in tempore meo ſive in tempore alicujis hæredum 
meorum uſque in finem mundi infra libertatem villæ Leiceſtriæ, ha- 
bitabit neque manebit nec reſidentiam obtinebit. Volo etiam et 
præcipo quod heredes mei poſt me iſtam libertatem, integram et 
Hlaeſam Burgenſibus prænominatis obſervent et in perpetuum war- 
rentizent. Et in hujus rei teſtimonium præſentem Cartam ſigillo 
meo munivi. Hiis teſtibus Domino Almarico de Mittun, Domino 
Waltero de Aquila, Domino Rogero Blundo Capell, "WIN Baſſer, 
Willo de Miravall et alliis.“ (a) 

1248 ſtands Peter Roger mayor, who ſerved till 1237, thei Barthot. 
Donoſtap Cuſtey. 1258 Henry Rodington till 1270, then Alex. Delamer. 
Upon the breaking out of the barons wars the Caſtle at Leiceſter and 
that at Aae were n ag 125 into a poſture of defence; 5 


but, 


(a) Simon of Montfort the ſon of earl Simon of Montfort, lord of Leiceſter, to all the Faibful in Chriſt 
who may ſee and hear the preſent pages, health in the Lord. Know all of you that I, for the good of 
my ſoul, and of my anceſtors and ſucceſſors, have granted, and by my preſent Charter have confirmed, 
on the behalf of me and my heirs for ever, to my Burgeſſes of Leiceſter and their heirs, that no jew or 
jewels in my time, or in the time of any. of my heirs to the end of the world ſhall inhabit nor remain; nar 
obtain a reſidence under the liberty of the town of Leiceſter. I alſo will and command that my heirs after 
me obſerve and warrant for ever that liberty entire and inviolate to the aforeſaid Burgeſſes: and in teſt}. 
mony of this deed I have confirmed the preſent Charter with my ſeal; Witneſs Lord Almanie of Miy- 


tum, Lord Walter of Aqulla, Lord Roger Blunt Capell, William Baſſet, William of Marivall and 
others. 


f 
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but, ſoon after; the latter was deſtroyed by order of Henry III. and 
the former was but little made uſe of during this turbulent reign; 
notwithſtanding that the town of Leiceſter, at the beginning of the 
troubles; was the refort of the barons, where they met for the purpoſe 
of railing an army and fortifying the caſtle againſt the king. During 
this violent conteſt Simon de Montfort, earl of Leiceſter, was the 
leading general of the barons' army, and fought with the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed bravery. He took Henry III. and his fon Edward pri- 
ſoners, but at laſt loſt his life by ſurpriſe near Everſham. The con- 
querors, to their eternal diſgrace, at the head of which was young 
prince Edward, who had eſcaped from his captivity, cut off the earl 
of Leiceſter's head and ſent it as a ener token of r to his 
wife. He was killed in 1265. (a) 

© Thave ſeen,” ſays Mr. Cart, A Charter of Simon te Mont- 
fort, dated goth of Henry III. whereby it appears, that the law cal- 
led Borough of Engliſh, in which the youngeſt fon was heir to his 
father, took place in this town,” 2. e. Leiceſter: but at the petition 
and with the conſent of all Burgeſſes he ordained, Quod omnes 
filiæ primogeniti de legitimo matrimonio in villa Leyces et ejus ſub- 
urbis poſt mortem patris eorum hæreditatem paternam et habitatio- 


nem pacifice, &c. de utero habeant et een et ſine eis hæredes 
de utris legitimi.” (6) 


Robert Groſthead, the famed archdeacon of Leiceſter, flouriſhed 
in this reign. He wrote two hundred books which were held in the 
higheſt eſtimation. Not theſe only, but his virtues have deſervedly 
aſſiſted to hand down his name to poſterity. He was conſecrated 
biſhop of Lincoln in the Fwentieth year of this reign, He died 
A. D. 1253. = 

It is exceedingly probable that this town, 5600 the period we are 
noticing, had increaſed in population; it had eſcaped the diſtreſs 
which others unfortunately endured in conſequence of the baronsꝰ 

wars; 


(a) See his life among the earls of Leiceſter. (5) That all the daughters of the firſt born ſon in-the 
town of Leiceſter, and its ſuburbs, lawfully begotten, may obtain, after their father's death; his inheri- 


tance and habitation peaceably, Kc. from their Vick? and" in default of dach k ie, the ian] heirs male, . 
according to birth. 
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wars; it had become a ſanctuary to many unhappy people who were 
driven from their dwellings where the ſcourge of war had paſſed. 
The charters of its great earls, and thoſe granted by king John; the 
proſpect of a more regular mode of government which was riſing 
into conſequence and uſefulneſs, rendered it a place deſirable. The 
reader w1ll ſee that I have more particularly noticed the corporation, 
in the reign of Henry 7th, when it put on its preſent form of govern- 
ment. There I have alſo: placed the intermediate charters which 
have been granted by the kings of England, and others. 

1271 Alexander Bonde was mayor of Leiceſter. It had then been 
governed by a mayor 22 years, but long before this time incorpo- 
rated; but in what manner has not been handed down to us. 

Mr. Cart, the reſpe&able antiquarian, vicar of the pariſh of St. 
Martin, Leiceſter, ſaw an inſtrument among the corporation papers 
made in the reign of Henry III. in which the name of the earl of 
Leiceſter's bailiff is placed before Peter Roger the firſt mayor; con- 
ſequently the office of bailiff of the corporation claims as high anti- 
quity as the office of mayor, and probably higher. 

1276, then William Leſſe ſerved till 
1280. (a) William Engles till 
128g. Thomas Gumfrey till 

Godfrey Manclarke till 

Thomas Gumfrey till 

John Alleſley. _ 

Thomas Gumfrey. 

Lawrence Meller. 

Thomas Gumfrey. 

Milliam Engles. 

Thomas Gumfrey. 


U x Ralph Joynde. alf 
bes nn. He ſerved ll 


1300. 


(Ln 1070 ring eee Edward the en 
5 4 

(5) The Jens were expelled- England. King Lhd ofa ann de pence of Wit 
CCC | 
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1300. (a) then Thomas Gumfrey. 
1301, Milliam Engles. 
19302, Millam Palmer till 
1304- Robert Willowbye. 
1305, Roger Willowbye. 
1306, John Eagge. 
1307. (60) Lawrence Celler. 
1308, John Eagge. 
1309, John Alleye. He was mayor till 
1313. Walter Buſhby. 
1314, John Knightcote, June the 24th a par- 
liament was holden at Leiceſter. 
1315, then ohn Allſey till 
1317. John Marewe. 
1318, Milliam Maynhouſe. 
1319, Peter Kent til! 
1321. John Marewe till 
1323. Fohn Norton. 
1324, John Allſey till 
1326. John Norton till 


This place ſuffered much about this time on account of Henry 
duke of Lancaſter, then earl of Leiceſter, being in oppoſition to the 
intrigues of Mortimer and queen Iſabell, king Edward's mother: 
The accomplices of this queen came in great force, and made ſuch 
havoc and ſpoil in Leiceſter, and in all the neighbouring poſſeſſions 
of the duke, that in eight days time the town and villages about it 
were * and plundered of all their goods and chattles. (c) 


1328. then John Allſey. 

1329, Henry Merlyn till 
1331. John Marrowe till 
1939. Jon Martin. 
1334, John Leveric. 


1339» 


(a) The mariner's compaſs invented. 
. ceeding year Edward III. began his reign. 


Jon Allſey. 


NM 1336, 
0% Edvard IL. began his reign, (e) Knighton, The fuc- 
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1336, then Wareyne William. 


1337, Milliam Clome. 
1338, John Martin. 
1339, Jeffery Kent till 
1342. Richard Lenditch. 


A grievous diſtemper raged in Leiceſter about this time, of which 
numbers died. It was attended, we are told, with ſuch violent pains, 
that the cries of the afflicted was like the yelling of a dog. 

1343, then John Martin. 


1344, * Richard Conditch. 
1345, (a) John Wainhouſe. 
1340, John Heward till 


1349. TFeffery Kent. 

About this time a great mortality raged in England, beginning at 
the ſea coaſt, and following the courſe of the ſun quite through the 
country. () It appears that there died of this dreadful viſitation in 
Leiceſter: in the little pariſh of St. Leonard about 380, in the pariſh 
of Sante Crucis above 400, in the pariſh of St. Margaret above 
700, and great multitudes in other pariſhes. (c) 

In 1348 died at Litchfield Robert de Leiceſter, a native of Lei- 
ceſter and ſtudent at Oxford. He was a franciſcan friar and a great 
divine; and eſteemed, in a particular manner, by his patron the 
biſhop of Hereford. He wrote many books, whoſe merit gained 
him the reputation. of a good writer and ſchool-man. 

1350, then William Goldſmith. 
1351, Feffery Kent. 
1352, Roger Knighicote till 
1354. John Tettlinge. 
1355. William Donſtable. 
1350, Roger Knightcote. 
1357, Milliam Donſtable till 
; 1359. Nn Cook till 
* Henry, 


(a) The duke Lanes ter wes buried in the Gib of B. Mary, I eiceſter, — by the kingand, 
n as mourners. 
a | (5) Knighton, 0 Ibid. 
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Henry, the great; or good duke of Lancaſter, began to build the 
collegiate church in the Newark in 1361. 


1361. chen Milliam Goldſmith. 
1362, Milliam Tubbe. 1 
1363, Roger Belgrave. 

Knighton, relates the following which happened in Leiceſter 
about this time: A certain man, who was called Walter Wynk- 
born, was hanged in Leiceſter, upon the proſecution of the brother 
of John Dingley, maſter of Dalby, of the order of the Hoſpitallers, 
who being taken down from the gallows after hanging the uſual time, 
was put into a cart; but as he was taking to St. Sepulcher s chapel 
to be buried, he revived, which the prieſts perceiving, they took him 
into the chapel, and there protected him from the civil officers, who 
would have taken him again to the gallows to have ſuffered. At this 
time king Edward III. was at the abby, where he had reſted on a 
journey; and the ſtory of the man's recovery being related to him, 
the king gave him a'pardon in the following words, which were 
within the hearing of Knighton, Deus tibi dedit vitam et nos tibi 
dabinus cartam.”. (a) 


1364, then John Martin. 


1365, William Sireton. 
1366, John Stafford.” 
136079, Thomas Beebye. 
1368, John Cook till 
1370. John Stafford. 
1371, Witham Green. 
1372, Henry Clipton. 
1373. Henry Tetlinge. 
1374. Willtam Ferrer till 


1379. ( Henry Clipſton. | 
- The building. of the old hoſpital, I believe, was begun in 1332, 
(about 184 years after Leiceſter abby was. founded) but not com- 


pleted or properly endowed till 1377. 
1380, 


_ God hath given the Ik and 1 will ve che pardon. | 
(4) In 1377 Richard 11, . and in 2380 gunpowder was invented, 


| 
| 
| 
| 

[ 
| 


| 


' 
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1380, then Richard Gamelſtone. 
1381, Join Stafford. . 
1382, Richard Kaightcote, 
1383. Richard Gamelſtone. 
1384, William Ferror. | 
This year the great reformer, Wickliff died at Lutterworth in this | 
county, as he, was attending diyine ſervice in the church there, of 


which he 1 was rector. His life and writings are too generally known 


to need reciting here; but ſo far as relates to this hiſtory I neceſſarily 
give. The hiſtorian, Henry Knighton, (a) who was a canon of 
Leiceſter, was born at Knighton, was contemporary with Wickliff, 
and ſpeaks thus of him: Poctor in Theologia eminentiſſimus in 
diebus illis. In Philoſophia null: reputabatur ſecundus. In ſcolaſti- 
cis diſciplius incomparabilis. Hic maxime nitebatur aliorum inge- 
nia ſubtilitate ſcientiæ, et profunditate ingenii ſui tranſendere, et ab 
opinionibus eorum variare.” ,(b) Knighton, notwithſtanding this 
handſome eulogy on his character, was far from being pleaſed at his 
laying open to the eyes of the vulgar the myſteries of religion. He 
ſays, it is caſting 9 pearls before ſwine to be trampled under 


foot. 


Knighton informs us, that about this time there lived in Leiceſter a 
little inconſiderable man named William Smith, who fell in love 
with a young maid, but could not by any means gain a return of 
her affections: he in conſequence became rigidly religious; he wore 
no linen; drank no wine or beer; eat no fleſh or fiſh; went barefoot, 
and in his middle age learned to write and read. He became the 
aſſociate of one Richard Wayteſtath, a prieſt. They, together, re- 
ſorted to the chapel of St. John the Baptiſt, without Leiceſter, near 


the manſion-houſe of wh lepers. To this place many of the follow- 


ers of Wickliff came to hear them preach his novel dottrine. One 


day Lin defixous of SARS ſome dune e e had N 
8 but 
5 | 1 A „dd 1924. 4 En 7 


500 He wrote his kiftory from the bel üs ihe ies af Rickard 1, Burton. 5 
A doftor moſt eminent in divinity, in thoſe days. In philoſophy ſecond to none. In ſcholaſtical 


learning incomparable. One who endeavoured with c cucious ming and his . wit to tranſcend che 
parts of mm and walter from how 8 IP | 


: 
k it p54 33 A1 


— 


a 
| 
| 
; 
| 
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but having no fuel to boil them, one of them turned round to the 
image of St. Catherine and ſaid, look here, my dear: friend, God has 
provided us ſome fuel that nom vor may ſelteve our hungen ſurely 
this holy image twill make holy fere, aud bythe axe ant! the fire the 
ſaint ſhall ſuffer à nem martyrdom, and ſo happily come to the kingdont 
of heaven at laſt. One of them then took the image and the other 
the hatchet, 'and obſerved that they ſhould ſoon ſee whether ſhe Was 
a true ſaint or not; ſor he, ſays one, iblred when her head id cut 27 


we will worſhip) ier; but not, ſhe will du ſome good by boiling oy Ul 
herbs. The reader need not be informed the reſult of the trial. 


Theſe two brotherly reformers alſo ridiculed, before their hear 
ers, St. Mary of Lincoln, or of Walſingham, which they ſtiled the 


witch of Lincoln and the witch of Walſin gham; but for this they 


were expelled the ſociety c hwhich they belonged, and bene 
Leiceſter! ())) 

William Swyndurby; the hermit, eue this time allo, was famed 
for his religious reveries in and about Leiceſter, where he preached 
vehemently againſt women and the lightneſs of their dreſs; for which 
they were fo rabid that they were once about to make him die 
the death of St. Stephen. He alſo levelled his diſcourſes : againft the 
rich, (reformer like) which drove many, we are told, to depair of 
enjoying che kingdom of heaven! His cell was in one of the duke 
of Laricaſter's woods, near Leiceſter, from wWhence he ufed to g 
into the neighbouring villages, and to Leiceſter, to hold forth the 
opimons he had imbibed. He refuſed all giſts that were offered to 
him by the people of Leiceſter; but the duke had given orders that 


he ſhould want none of the neceſſaries of life. He afterwards retired | 


to the abby of Leiceſter, "where he was accommodated with Acham: 
ber and other neceſſaries; the religious of that Houſe eſteemnig bim 
for the fanctity of His life. From this place alſo he often travelled to 
villages to teach and preach" falvation. He betamie much eſteemed: 
by people 1 in this place, by favouring the reformers doctrine, to 
which the people in theſe parts'were warinly r He "ys for 
this ſufpended from preaching i in any church or? church ard in r 

a N ceſter 


0 R 3. .© * N 
RY % . - , + hav dho 74 4643.4 + | 
(a) Knighton, 
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ceſter ot elſewhere within the dioceſe of Lincoln by the then biſhop; 

who prohibited all people from hearing him on pain of excommu- 

nication. This no ways abated his zeal; for his followers made him 
a ſort of pulpit upon two millſtones which lay to be ſold near the 

chapel or church of St. John Baptiſt, mentioned above, whence he 
preached to multitudes of people flocking from all parts to hear 
him. For this he was cited to appear at Lincoln, whither he went 

with great companies of his followers; ſome of which were the moſt 
conſiderable of the inhabitants of Leiceſter. But there this flaming 
divine, was wrought upon to ſign his recantation, which he made 
public by the order of the biſhop in the cathedral of Lincoln; in 
the churches of St. Croſs, (a) St. Margaret's, and that of the New- 
work, Leiceſter. (5) Alſo in the churches of Melton, Haloughton, 
Harborough, Loughborough, and ſome others in the county .of 
Leiceſter. Stephen de Syreſham, vicar of Barrow, was appointed 
to ſee it done in every church named. After this he lived obſcurely 
in the chapel of St. John Baptiſt for a time; but afterwards took to 
his old way of preaching. At Coventry ke: gained much eſteem ; 
but was driven thence by the. biſhop, of that dioceſe... From Hereford - 
| he was driven by an order from court to apps n which 11 
are not told was effected. (c) 

The Wicklivians in and about Taleedter: grew to numerous that 
Rich ard. II. ſent out a ſevere commiſſion in nature of an inquiſition, 
z iu the people of this place, directed to Thomas Brygltwell, 
doctor of divinity, and dean of the college of the New-works, in 
Leiceſter, Sir Richard de Barrow and Robert Langham, whereby 
the followers of Wickliff's doctrine were much reduced in numbers. 

About this period it was when Fack Straw and his companions had 
Wet government, and the, terrors of their depredations reached 
Leicelt Se A.melienger,..one. evening, came: into that place, and 
acquainted; the, mayor; . that thoſe daring rebels were arrived at 
ark et-Harborough, and would certainly be at Leiceſter by one of, 

e clock the ſycceeding, day, to plunder me deſtroy the duke of 
Lancaſter paſace,.the caſtle. The duke being then in Scotland 


1711. | of about 
| & St, Martin's. (8) The collegiae church then lately but. (c) Aa. and monuments of Richard LI. 
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about the public concerns, the mayor and his brethren were in great 
ſtrait about the duke's property; he being extremely beloved in that 
place. They, not willing to abide by their own opinions, called a 

meeting of the principal inhabitants to conſult what was beſt to be 
done in this alarming exigency; they agreed that a proclamation 
ſhould be made that night at the high-croſs, and at the four gates, 
in the king's name, that all the inhabitants who were able ſhould forth- 
with arm themſelves for the common defence early the next morn- 
ing, and repair to gall:tree-hill; hoping by the divine aſſiſtance, to 
defend themſelves againſt the daring enemy. 

In conſequence of this proclamation, there appeared not leſs than 
twelve hundred men armed, in the morning, by day light, who 
cheerfully ſubjected themſelves to the command of the mayor. In 
this poſition they ſtood all day, rather increaſing than decreaſing, 
waiting the arrival of the enemy. The next morning they appeared 
again, with the ſame excellent diſpoſition, to protect the duke's 
property and themſelves, from the inſults of a rebellious mob. This 
day they ſent out ſeveral ſcouts, to gain intelligence of the enemy's. 
ſtrength, but none of theſe ſcouts returned. But in the courſe of the 
day, the duke of Lajcaſter's keeper of his wardrobe came haſtily 
from London, purpoſing to remove the duke's moveable valuables 
from the caſtle. He ſoon loaded ſeveral carts and other carriages 
with property; intending to lodge them i in the great abby, as a place 
not likely to ſuffer by this rebellion. -' But in their paſſage thither, 
they were, met, in the abby- gate, by the abbot and ſome of his bre- 
hren, who being alarmed alſo, refuſed the admittance of the duke's 
property into the monaſtery ; apprehending it would be a temptation 
for the rebels to plunder them alſo; they well knowing that Straw 
and his multitude had vowed revenge to the duke of Lancaſter. 

Upon. this refuſal, the property was taken back again, and lodged 
in St. Mary's church, near the caſtle, as a place of greater ſafety 
than the palace. However the event proved that the fears of the 
people here were premature, as thoſe daring rebels did-not extend 
their depredations to Leiceſter; it manifeſted to the duke of Lan- 
caſter the attachment of the inhabitants of that place to his intereſt. 


1385, 
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1385, then Henry Beeby was mayor, and Gore ed till 
1387. 040 Richard Grimſtone til! 
116 1389, . Henry Clipftone. (4 IQ II „ste 
There was ſuch pleutyrof corn in England, about this time, mm 
in 1 Leiceſter one hundred quarter of wheat was {old for 10%ů. 
1390, then Witham, Humbſtone. | Mon 
In this year, at the feaſt of St. Peter, John, duke of banden, 
made a ſuperb entertainment at his: caſtle, Leiceſter, for the king 
and queen, whom he entertained in Leiceſter ſoreſt, with the ſport 
of hunting. At this royal feaſt were preſent, beſides: the king 
and queen, the archbiſhop of Vork, the duke of York, Thomas, 
duke of Glouceſter, the earl of Arundel, John, earl of Huntingdon, 
and ſeveral other biſhops and nobles, who expreſſed the moſt plea- 
ſing ſatisfaction at the magnificence of the entertainment made by 
the noble Lancaſter. (% From Leiceſter caſtle the king journeyed 
to Nottingham, and lodged in his way thither at the lord Beaumont's, 
at Beau-manor, near Loughborough. This gentleman was repeat- 
edly honoured with the Feen of nen, n 12 een 
on their } Jr 1 9 
hne om? 1391, then F fry Clark, ded, Richard Gameſtone 
1492, - Richard'Gamelſtone (ft 
William Courtney, archbiſhop of Vork, aer Jas, eaiſtedabe die- 
ceſe of Lincoln, and coming to Leiceſter abby, for the ſame pur- 
poſe, on the Sunday before the feaſt of All. Saints, here he ſtayed 
ſeveral days, information was lodged againſt one Roger Dexter, 
Nicholas Taylor, Richard Wagſtaff, Michael Scrivner, William 
Smith, Roger Goldſmith, and William Parchment, inhabitants of 
Leiceſter, for holding opinions touching the Sacrament of the altar, 
Sc. \ Theſe; with ſeveral others, received a citation to appear and 
der d a eee n but oy all, dreading 
;  EIFE 26 03D GAGE 1825 che 
© Robert de Vere, cal of Ont, th firſt marqui ever made, 1 we in a Heber 
ated marquis of Dublin. I | 
(9). Although the excurſions of kings en i not uncommon * 
rimes yet this viſe drew ſuch amazing, crouds of people, from the adjacent villages, who, with the numbers. , 
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che eceleſiaſtical al rena. did not appear. In conſequence of this 
diſobedience, the archbiſhap, being at high maſs in the abby, on 
Ali-hallow-day, attired in the habiliments of his Pontificate, de- 
nounced the ſaid parties, with all their adherents, favourers, and 
coumſellors, to be excommunacated and accurſed: which horrid ce» 
remony ended with ringing: the abby bells, lighting the candles, and 
putting them out again, and throwing: them down to the ground, 
clapping the books togethir, ;&c.; This excommunication alſo was 
denounced in all che pariſh: churches in Leiceſter, and the whole 
town was laid under an interdiction, until the ſaid perſons ſhould be 
abſolved; proceſs in the mean time being iſſued out to apprehend 
them. Out of theſe people, William Smith, Roger Dexter and 
Alice his wife appeared; and. made their recantations; upon which 
an extraordinary inſtrument Was made out for their penance and ab- 
ſolution. It was ordered, chat they, an à certain Sunday, ſhould 
each of them, reſpectiuely,. hold. an image of the crucifix in one hand, 
and each of them, a taper of wax, of haf a pound werght in the other, 
an firapped of all their cloaths, but their ſhorts, walk before the pro- 
ceſton three trmes; in the church of our lady, Leiceſter, i. e. at the 
beginning, middle, and end of the procgſſian, to the honour of him 
that was crucified, in memorial of his paſſion, and to the honour of 
the virgin, his mother, devputly kneeling upon their knees, and hi ſing 
the crucifix ; and then to fland all the time of maſs, before the image 
of i thexrofs, math the, erucifixes.and tapers in ther hands, to make 
their afferings...i Afies all this had, beep duly performed, they were 
ondersd, on the ſugereding Saturday, in full market, to and in their 
[tartsniy, holding the cruciſixes and tabers as before, and there to 
falliantheir knees, and /s thear, croſſes three james z at the beginning, 
middle, ant end of the market. M William Smith underſtandipg latin, 
repeated the anthem Sancta Catharina, Sc. but the ho 
Pater Noſters, and, Ave Maries. The next day being Sunday, 
likewiſe, did penance ja Weir aun prriſh curches, Aer hien they 
were abſolved. 10  walidon loqinorg has 


Matilda, a follower of Wickliff 8 dofirine, who had taken up ber 
gloomy reſidence in a wretched hut, in St. Peter's church-yard, 


„ - | Leiceſter, 
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Leiceſter, was by the order of archbiſhop Courtney, when at Lei- 

ceſter, compelled to appear before h im, to anſwer certain queſtions 
reſpecting her faith. The archbiſhop; /perceiving her to be expert, 
and to be poſſeſſed of abilities beyond his expectations, ordered her 
to appear before him on a future day, at the monaſtery of St. James, 
at Northampton. There the ſubtle female appeared, and, to the 
aſtoniſhment of all preſent, gave ſuch reaſonable and ſatisfactory re- 
plies to Courtney's interrogatories, that ſne was diſmiſſed, without 
penalty or pere with m to retire to ny emen en in 
Leiceſter. 4 | Nik ni nr n 


"4 
1 


Millium Stafford. 0 
Some time in ther reign of Richard II. the king and Wan in a pro- 
greſs to Vork, ſtopped at Leiceſter abby for nee n Aer 
at night with lord en v at Beau. manor. Ki} 


In che . bE +> + (2 bY 

Wo 4 0 PP RAYA TY; ot 
wh dig to the crown che poſſeſſions” of the sd „ 
who had reſided long, and had been exceedingly bountiful to this 
place. He was the ſon and heir of John of Gaunt or Ghent, couſin 
to Richard II. who was depoſed. From him the kings of England, 
as it were, became allied to this place. Hence I give the hiſtory 
of this Section n each telpelive to ſome of auf readets. 
it may de uſefu 
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a Pürhament, prorogued from Weſtminſter, was held at Leiceſter. 
Preſent the king and principal nobility of the de Ge | 
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1421, | Ralph Humberftone.: A yok wie 
holden in Leiceſter, wherein 110 priories were ſuppreſſed en 
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1425, then Walliams Neuyr. A parliament was 
holden at Leiceſter. Theing ſat du perſon in &be great hall of the 
caſtle, attended by the firſt nility in he ki ngdam. 

1426, he ο nell. 

1427, 0 Mili Haſtye. CO}? 

1428,  Welthans Tacy, 
1429, Nan dhumnbeſtone.” >1.: 
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1430, ⅛ Nm Waldgrave, 1. | 
1431, (% Jon Taughboroughs |.' dt 
1432, 1 Thomas Clarke, 111: 
1433. Welton Newbye, 4-1 


© 24th 2 Aith Hen. VI. 1483.“ 

Arbitration then held and made by William Ferrars lord of 
Grooby, William Bahingtön, Knight chief guſtice of the common 
pleas, &c. For the ending of certain controverſies lately ariſen 
between the mayor, butgeſſes und commonaltꝝ of the town of Lei- 
ceſter; and the dean and chapter at the collegiate church of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary. For chat che ſaid maya, - burgeſſes, Kc. 
having made certain ditches am plantations of-willows in a certain 
paſture ground in the ſouth ds of Leiceſter, called by the name of 
Cowhey, upon the bank of theudraihs, otherwnfe called the Old 
Dyke of the Cowhey, whichihe ſaid dean and chapter complaining 


casa r, bave.deftropeds?\ \\\n7\ 122k 
1 te AndialGdbroquictherſavi:magor; &enihurierclaaiedrifht abit: 
mon for their beaſts in time ofnommoniimgmwecrtainigntatimeagoar 
called Cloſe Meadow, and ione toſe called Goſling Croft; the dean 
and chapter alledge that the ſaid paſture belonged to them-and their 
ſucceſſors, and that for ery ro arid dvety other beaſt joiſted and 
fed inthe ſaid paſture they had a right to 3d. per ann. for each. To 
which the mayor, &c. repliet;\thar:tHe town q ,eiceſter was from 
time immemorial an antient hraugh and that they and all their 
ceſſors were continually and quietly, without interruption, 
ſeized and 9 of the ſaid paſture of cheir OWn . as of fee, 
fly cor every cowann ptherbeatt aa 
Ta n Noc faq n Welk all ni hho aA " W 
(a) The king of England crowned at Paris king of France. 
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© Itzyas then deereed, ordained and determined, That the aforeſaid 
mayor, &c, do poſlefs and hold che aforeſaid paſture of Cowhey to 
the ſaid mayor and heir ſucceſſors, a their 0wn right, as of fee; by 
paying yearly to the ſad. dean and chapter for every cow, &. 
gd. as aforetime hath been; uſed to be paid to the {aid dean and 
chapter, &c. unto the ſaid paſture oſ — either by themſelves 
or their deputies; and every animal therein joiſted or ſed. to drive 
as far as the Granges of the ſaid dean and chapter in the ſouth ſub+ 
urbs of Lejceſter, and there to impound the ſame, and detain chem 
until full ſatisfaction is made, &. Moreover, & Vns detreed, at · 
dained and determined, That it hall and Wande wel for the 
mayor, &c. on the north part ejuſdem of the fame, towards the 
ſoil, of che ſaid dean and chapter, by bounds and ſtones antiently 
marked out, to dig and ſeparate, & c. And, chat upon the bank 
of the ſame, upon the border of the ſaid paſturen upon the bank of 
the river Soar; and alſo upon the bank of the drains, otherwiſe cal- 
led the Old Dyke of the Cowhey, on both; parts of cjuſdem the ſane, 
upon their own ſoil to plant one rowWof witlows; and that the wil- 
lows upon the Faſs Ditch of the fourth alle of the faid paſture towards 
Oxley, alias called Mawrey Meadow; late planted with two rows at 
the will of the ſaid mayor, &e. ſhall ſtand and remain; except only, 
that the bank of the ſame being taiſed hy the earth and willows lately 
planted upon them, as it is ſaid, being planted jo-thick and near to- 
gether that in times of inundations the water of the Wreke overflow 
the ſaid Mawrey Meadows, to the great detriment. of the ſaid dean 
and chapter. The aforeſaid mayor, &c. therefore: in four places 
ejuſdem of the ſame, of the ſpace of 16 feet; or eight more oppor- 
tune places, of the ſpace of f or 10 fect; ſhall cut away wholly the 
ſaid willows, and ſhalllevel the bank of the ſame; &c. And it ſhall 
and may be lawful for the ſaid mayor, &c. upon each of the afore- 
ſaid ſpaces, to place wooden bars to keep beaſts in the ſaid paſtures, 
without being any impediment. to the waters or the Wreke; and te 
renew and repair the ſame at their wills and pleaſures. And that 
the cauſeway leading from Aylſion to the town of Leiceſter, leading 


through. the ad pare bat bes ths Holi, and platued vith tra 
row 
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rows of willows! dend wits eneidntbdn? and a gate towards 
the: king's highway, ſhall ſtand and remain fp! the future; for the 
betier introduction of beaftd iO the Taid-SaltibedVextept Tor an en- 
largement oß the: king highway the ſaid} befb and gute ſhall be 
moved henrer tol the ſaid-paſtuve, Ir the ſpate bf 36 Teet; and be 
there repaired: . at their pleaſure!!! And that the Foſs 
Dich on. bach fide we cauſeway withiut the bats; towards the king's, 
highway; be filled up and levelled} and ſo remain för ever for am en- 
largement of the highway: And in the day tire every year,” from 
the firſt day of May, che gates ſhall ſtänd unlockbd) for ths dean 
and chapter to drive or impound the euttle, in order 10 Whit their 
aforeſaid dues without trouble or moleſtation. And tliat the Afoefaid 
mayor S do cauſe toibefilled up and eut down all' the Foſdſateh⸗ 
made extending iiſelf in lengi — the fafd Mawrey Mende 
through the faid king highway: t che t- f 'Leltefter) Ad HN 
keep the ſaid paſſage· plain andiopen; and not ſtiuit up: as it wſet'to 
be before the laſt Foſfation:10Amd mortover it wes bfdained hid de- 
termined; that che great imeartow/betow!the river Sor: called Cloſe 
Meadow; ade cloſe, called Gofling Croft; all remaifſ ſeparate | 
wennn ever (l)) b LIES 
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Les. vi 
ig, Wen Willi Grüns. 
1444, William Newbye, e. 
1445, Thomas Green. $09 , 
1446, Jo Bernit © © Aral a 
1447. Ralþh Fiſher. 
1448, William Wigſtone 
1449, William Stringer. 4 1 
1450, Wy + Reynold. * 
1451, Mam Clark. 
1452, William Wiomſwold.""' 
1453. Nomas Oharity, © 
1454, Nomas Dilton till. 
1457 oma Green. 
1458, b John Reynold e 
1459, Milliam Migſtone. ; | 


rate; fs 11460," | '© Robert de Shellongton.” 1 

IT EIT 1461, Robert Raulat. 
During the minority of king 2 France was een vs 

a regent, the great duke of Bedford." During his "abſence a very 
diſagreeable quarrel happened in England, while he was proſecuting 
the war in France, between the duke of Glouceſter_and cardinat 
Beaufort, the lord chancellor.” This contention reaching the ears 
of Bedford, he immediately ſet off for England. On his arrival he 
took every beceflory ſtep e effect a reconeiliation: after ſome fruit- 
leſs attempts it was at laſt brought to paſs at Leiceſter, were a par- 
liament was then fitting. Here the duke of Glouceſter, and the lord 
chancellor, ſwore that they would bury in oblivion the very ſeeds. 
of their quarrel, ſhook hands, and were made friends. 
After this followed e great acts of ſeſtivity and! honour. The 
court continued at Leiceſter for ſome time; where the young king, 
then about five years old, was knighted, on tha feaſt of the Pente- 
coſt, by the regent of Franee =The'young king-likewiſe, at the ſame 
time, knighted the earl of Cambridge, (a) ae Wut forty other 
attendants on that Fee en ace till che latter 
ef drt | 4. endl 
(4) He vas eld bead. duke of York Lede. 
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end of Jabs, when the young king * ok pie with his tutor the 
carl of Warwick. (a) | 


EDWARD IV. 0% 


1462, then John Yoman. % 
1463, Fohn, Reynold. 5 5 | 
1464, Milliam Helbiche. | > 

1465, Roger Wigftone. 

1466, Jon Frifby. 

14679, + Richard Gilliot. 

1468,  Rachard Yates. 

1469, Jin Wigftone. 

1470 . Robert Skillinton. 

147 1, Jon f ar ſons. 

Every one knows that this was a reign of bleod ſhedding, when 
the prime of the nobility, and their followers were deſtroyed, in war, 
fighting for the houſes of York and Lancaſter. King Henry VI. 
"who had been deprived of his crown, at this time reaſeended the 
throne; and his generals, che carls of Warwicke and Oxford, lay 
with a large army at Leiceſter. Edward, having recruited his army, 
marched thither, intending to give them batile; but the two armies 
came to no deciſive action till they arrived at Barnet, where that 
terrible battle was fought, in commemoration * vs a felony is 
erected in that _ 

1472, then Roger Wi Bee. 
1473. 
1474. | —＋ — 
1475. Villiam Holbiche. 
146. Pieter Windwold. 
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60 Speed, (i) Jane Shore Baiba in his reign. 
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EDWARD wi (any) RICHARD Im. 
PRI YO! 03.351 to 4 

Ie en ate oily died: over the head of young Edward 
ſettled for a ſhort time, on that of Richard, who was at once the 
uncle, protettor and murderer of the young king, Edward the 4th's. 
lon. As in this county terminated the wars between the houſes of | 
York and Lancaſter, I will Juſt touch lightly upon the reign. of r 
Richard. 

Edward was only 12 years old at the 8 of his father, Richard, 
an ambitious prince; but renowned as a ſoldier and politician, ſent 
the; Young king and his brother to the tower, and removed, partly 
by carnage, all their friends from their preſence.” In two months 
they were no more. (a) Richard aſcended the thrope with but little 
of the common exultations of the people; but with many ſecret 
execrations, The mourning relatives of the unfortunate ſufferers 
farmed a defign to baniſh him from the throne, to place thereon 
Richmond, a deſcendant of John of Gaunt, who'was then an exile 

in Britanny. Richmond accepted the offer to marry the late king | 
Edward the 4th's daughter, Elizabeth, and thereby by cle an union 
with the oppoſite factions of York and Lancaſter. "He ſoon landed” 
Wii (2009 mens Ba Wale and eren to attack Richard, who 
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had fixed his ſtandard at Nottingham. Richmond, on his march, 
was joined by numbers, while, Richard was forcing others into his 
ſervice, The two armies met in Sutton field near Market-Boſworth 
in this county, where. the two. leaders harangued their reſpectivè ar- 
mies before the . battle. Richmond's army conſiſted of about 5000 
men and Richard's 12000. Richmond advanced towards Richard 
with the ſound of trumpet for battle, they fought, but Richard's fol- 
lowers fought not like their leader :; when all was. loft but his life, 
tern Richard ruſhed into the arms of death to ſeek for Richmond; 

but was ſurrounded by his enemies, after, performing the moſt Woilli- 
ant warlike atchievements that hiſtory has related. Ile died by the 
bands of a multitude, who cut his body in che moſt ſhocking and 
barbaxous manner, while. he Was breathing hia laſt. It is ſaid that 
his body. was ſo ſnamelully mangled, that. i bad abe appearance of 
only a an of blood. 

Bo Richard 8. body being ſtripped naked. all tugged-andiorn, nd 
not o much 2 A8. a clout left to cover his ame. was: truſſed behind a 
pupſuivant at arms, like, a bog or a, calf; his head. and arins hanging 
on One: ſide the horſe, and his legs on the other, all beſprinkled with 

and blood, and was ſo carried to Leiceſter.” (a) It was there 
pul hicly expoſed for two.days, and then without ang funeral cere- 
mony buried i in the Grey F rjar's.chuxch. 28017813 
What relates more particularly, 20. this place abe reed we aro 
ſpraking of is, as. follows. nb. 030i 3D 6 bf 
Richard, on the 21ſt of Auguſt, 1485, thynightheforethobatile, 
entered Leiceſter with much pomp... His army which Mas with; him, 
chiefly conſiſted. of foot, hichche: ſaparated into bo divifionsg the 
firſt marched. five ima rank, then followed the baggage, then himſelf 
geoxgeouſly dreſſed, upon a larga white courſer, richly capariſoned, 
attended by his body guards. The ſecond diviſion marched five a 
breaft' alſo.” The hc formed the wings and kept nean the centre. 
(575 + "With, a. frowning ſlerne eountenance, but yet in great pompee 
he entered che 98 45 80 after the ſap was, Tet, being full of. 
* Twellin OG which ame what he 9 
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threats of reuenge:” (a) Mr. Hutton is of an opinion that his army 
in the manner they marched from Nottingham mult” eover at leaſt 
three miles of the road. e Dire Apia cho 
Richards at the Blue-Boar ir}; part $f" 5 libule-3 1s ar. 
poſed toe nowſtanding, oppoſite the Free-ſchool; a and the bedſtead 
whereon he is ſappoſed to have lain, now inthe poſſeſſion of Mr. 
Ald. Nl Menn are FRO box Spore in ar Wierd. 05 
5 0 N . dert NN DIRE oe e 


010-207 7220S: "4. | Sagas hilt ul bile D 
' 100 Speed. ' | 

(% The bilncipal dart 6f ne was then that fireet which ad BY om * n ede forth gate, 
The chief-ithy fivod oppoſite the Free-ſchool; where the king lay, ten he git br the Boat, „ his cog- 
niſance,” ſays Mr. Speed. But upon his defeat; all the ſigns of the Bhat being 16th down asun inſult 
to his memory, it ſcems probable that this i inn afterwards became che hgy. e ak: Belt: The Rev, 
Mr. Pigot, of Leiceſler, ones · he wed me a piece of glafs, ls 6 n of Miß &7nons, the 


preſent occupiet of that Boulef whith ab taken from one of t ) ohtfbich is painied a blue 
bell. The preſent, name of the laue, in whichypan of this: houſe funds, inlolapuocs of the former 
and latter ligne, Blue Boar-lane be building. widendy, ſhaws the, the, age of, Richard, N, he chimney 
which appears in Blue- Boar lane of ah earlier age; it is built of "thin brick or tiles oruamented with ſome 
wrought fione, The room in which it'is fad he ſkept is very g dle opertwte wof; the timber 
vhich ſupports it is painted ijth vermillight in a dude vive · tee lendril form, There is on he left, as you 
approach the fold ſteps whuch lead pug this pom, +Jow.dpas, chf paapely q which are bandſomely carved; 
a ſpecimen of which is in plate, page 64, „ . | 
IT The hiſtory of the bedlitadis hantlb#Jowntind: © 14th yer 1646, a Mi: Cu, kedpek of the Blue 
Boar. inn, 2 oppaſſee the Fee: col, Let eſer, vas Tube d by her Tel vant aid urid fever 
men. The relation bei ngulas, and iptereſting, 1 ſhall give [it a told by Sir Roger Twiſden, who had 


it from perſons of \undou 104 Ten. who were not only inhabitants of Leiceſter, but ſaw the murderers 
executed. 


When king Richay III. marched i into Leiceſlerſhire againl}, Henry, earl of Richmond, afterwards 
Henry VII. he lay at. che Blue Boar i inn, in the town of Leiceſter, where was left a inge wooden bed- 
ſtead, gilded"; in ſome places, which: after his defeat and, death i in the battle of, Boſworth, Was left, either 
thro" haſte, o as a thing of little value (the bedding being! all taken from it) to the people of che houſe ; 3 
thence forward this old bedfiead, which was boarded at the bottom, (as the manner Way 10 ple Gays). be- 
came a piece of ſtanding furniture and paſſed from tenant to tenant with the inn,” 


% © ®'y 


In the reign of queen Eliab | this houſe. Was, kept by e one Mr. Clark, who 1 on this bed 


ſlead, which his wife * going 85 make haſtily, and d jumbling the bedllead a Piece: of:gpld.drapped qut. This. 


excited be) yoman” 8 curioſity | if narrow eximb xamaned this antiquated. piece of furniture, Jud finding it had 
2 double bottom, took off ©] oft with a chifſel, upon which ſhe. ; Gſcovered te fre gen them 
1 filled with gold, part 'of it coi by Richard III. and the reſt 14 it in earlier times. " 
% MI. Clack ſh debe contealed this piece of | good fortune, though, by | Bank the. effefts of i it⸗ 
madd it Khoteit for he became rich 1 2 low condition, and, in the ſpace of a few Ears, . mayor e of the ; 
ton and heit dhe ft ory ok the bdfte; | came 40 þ TE d by | the fervants., „At. his death, he left his, 
eat 46 b wie, I fe Jill ntinied to L ep the pike oe knpwn 10 Very rk rich: "which p put lome 


2 Bb N t.u0 10 
wicked perſons upon engaging the” maid {eryant to alſiſt in rabbing ! GT eſe folks, to the number « of, 
© ie 2110 Tl 240 FF 


ſeven, 


; R 
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The manner of this king's body being brought back to Leiceſter 
after the fatal battle deſerves to be noticed. All hiſtorians agree 
that the body of king Richard was brought back to Loiceſtat tied on 
a horfe behind Hlauch Sangher, a purſuivant at, arms, *with its 


head dangling like a thrum mop,? ſays Hutton. It has been reported 


that an old woman of Leiceſter, on being told that Richard had 
ſtruck his ſpur againſt a high ſtone which;ſtopd upon the bridge over 
the Old Soar, faid, that where his ſpur had firuck his head ſhould be 
broken, which, it is ſaid, happened when his body was brought back. 
The bridge, over Which he went to the battle, and over which his 
body was brought back, was doubtleſs the bridge now the principal 
road to the Dane Hills. No king,“ ſays Mr. Hutton, © was ever 
ſo degraded a ſpectacle humanity's and decency ought not to have 
ſuffered it. Mr, Cart ſays they. tied a rope about his neck more 
to inſult che helpleſs dead than to faſten him to the horſe.” 
It ſhould ſeem that this Blanch Sanglier, an officer i in Richard's 


army, was ſuffered, perhaps from importunity, to take the body of 


his maſter to Leiceſter for a decent burial; for it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that Richmond would fend the body to be buried at Leiceſter; un- 
leſs 1t-were to convince the world that Richard was dead. However, 
whether the body lay expoſed in the town hall, then at the bottom 


of Blue-Boar lane Vu the hoſpital called Symonds now ſtands, 


ſeven, lodged in the houſe, bree i, And Set off ſome borſe loads of valuable "LEY ok yet lf a 
conſiderable quantity of valuables ſcattered about the floor ; as for Mrs. Clark herſelf, who was very fat, 
ſhe endeavoured to cry out for help, upon which, her maid thruſt her fingers down her throat, and choaked 
her, for which fakt ſhe was burnt, and the ſeven men, who were her accomplices, were hanged at Leiceſter 
ſome time in the year 16134. 

After this the bedſtead came into the hands of of trant of that f inn, and before it came 3 into the hands 
of Mr. Ald. Drake it had been many years in the Redcroſs ſtreet, where it had been cut to make it fit for 
a low room; The feet which were cut off were 2 feet 6 long, and each ſquare 6 inches. The preſent feet, 


| any one may ſee by the engraving, are modern. I have the old feet in my polleſſion and the head board, 


which were taken from it when it was ſhortened. For my own part, I think it is not probable chat the 
king would carry ſuch a bedſtead about with him; it ſeems more likely that the king was put on the beſt 


bed in the houſe, and that the money was ſecreted in ſome conyenient and obſcure part of the bedfitead till 


his return, after the batile ; or in the hurry of the preparation next morning it might be forgotten. In ſhort, 
I am of an opinion that half the money Which has been found in old houſes was hidden during ſome violent 
troubles in the country, and through the ſudden death of the owner it has remained there ll ſore change 
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by the order of Richmond, the requeſt of the mayor and his brethren, 
or - while the ofhcer who brought the body could procure a fit place 
for its interment I know not. But this we are informed, from the 
beſt authority, that at the end of the ſecond day it was taken to the 
church of the Gray Friars, near St. Martin's church, and there buried 
in a, ſtone coffin. From theſe circumſtances we may hazard an 
opinion which is probable; that the body lay at the town hall not 
to meet the inſults of the rabble; but only while a ſhell of ſtone was 
formed to contain it, at the expence of ſome who might deteſt the 
ations of the man while they pitied fallen majeſty. All were not 
like Richmond, who, while in the poſſeſſion of a complete victory, 
was totally deſtitute of that mercy and compatkon which ennobles 
many; 

\ Two days after the battle, Cateſby, Rickard's confidential miniſter, 
wi ſome others who were taken priſoners, without any ceremony 
or decency, were executed at Leiceſter, 

Tradition informs us that the town's people of Leiceſter, with the 
promptitude with which the lower orders of mankind engage in 
every purpoſe that is. either recommended by novelty or example, 
obliged the proprietor of the inn, where Richard ſlept, to change 
the White Boar, his fign, for that of the Blue. 

The fluctuations of the human mind are remarkable; the tide 
of applauſe runs parallel with the tide of proſperity; when this falls, 
the voice of popular favour falls with it: While the houſe of York 
ſwayed the Britiſh ſceptre, the white roſe was held in repute, bloomed 
on the boſom of beauty, and on the ſign- poſt of the publican; but 
when that houſe fell, it faded with it, and from that moment was 
elevated no more. Even now, if ever we ſee the ſign of the roſe, it 
is always a red; nay, it was but recently, that this innocent and 
lovely flower recovered its priſtine credit; for in the conteſts between 
the houſes of Stuart and Brunſwick, it was poten to be tainted 
with the ſmell of treaſon.” (a) 

In an act of attainder paſſed j in 1485, it is recited ER Richard, 
lars goke of nee ne and n iner uſurpation 
re dee $3 | R king 


(a) alla] 
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king Richard III. with Job duke -6f Norfolk, Thomas earl of 
Surrey, (and many others therein mentioged) the 21ſt day of 
Auguſt, the firſt year of the reign of our Sovifeich Lord, aſſembled 
to them at Leiceſter, a great hoſt; traiterouſſintending, imagining 
and conſpiring the deſtruttion of the king's royal perſon, our Soye- 
Teign Liege Lords And they, with the ſame hoſt; with banners 
ſpread, mightily armed; and defenced with all manner of arms, a6 | 
uns, bows, arrows, ſpears, gloves; axes, and all other manner of 
articles apt or needfub to give and cauſe mighty battle againſt our 
Savereign Lord, kept together from the ſaid-'22d day of the ſaid 


month then next following, and then conduftee? to a field within 


te laid hire of Eeiceſter, there by great and continued deliberation 


= traiteroullylevied 1 war againſt our ſaid Sovereign Lord and his true 


Juen, chere 


Being in his ſervice and aſſiſtance under a banner of 
our faid Sovereign Lord, to the fubverſion ofthis realm, and com- 


monweal of the ſame.“ By this act the above named perſons are 
declared traitors, and their eſtates toricited, with ſome few rows. 
ons to ſome particular perſons. | 0 
Henry VII. neither from motives of love nor compaſſion, we may 
apprehend, erected afterwards, over king Richard's remains, an ordi- 
nary alabaſter monument to his memory, on which was the figure 
of the king; but at the diſſolution of religious houſes, in the ſucceding 
reign, about 30 years after his death, it was ruinated with the church, 
the grave ranſacked, and his bones taken in triumph thro! the ſtreets; 
and at laſt thrown over the. bridge over which he rode to the fatal 
battle of Boſworth, ſo called "My its vicinity to Sutton field. The 
ſtone coſſin which contained his body was ſold, or given, to an inn- 
keeper, in whoſe poſſeſſion and his ſucceſſors it remained as an horſe 
trough till about the beginning of this century. The inn was the 
White Horſe; in Gallow-tres- gate. I remember” Bong ſhewn ſome 
fragments of it about the year 170. 
A repreſentation of this bridge I babe hm in the anwekced plate, 
fig al. behind which perps the ltle robben Be- bridge, which by 
- the revolving of afew penvurich hastalmot ſtoſeri its honouts. Bew- 
bridge was trodden by the nes of the houſe of the "Auguſtin or 
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Black Friars, which nearly adjoined it; and was uſed as a private 
paſſage to and from che adjacent grounds; but the arches of this 
bridge; vhich ſpan the ancient river Soar, ſhould be ever memorable 
as the paſſage of one of the bra veſt kings, that eyer ſwayed, a ſceptre, 
tothe field of battle and his death, arrayed; in abarval glory panting 
for fame and victory. But Oh! how-unſtable are life, power and 
even the envied ſplendour. of the great; for in the evening of that 
fatal day it ſerved as a paſſage for his naked body alſo towards its hum- 
ble grave, the-derifion: of an inſulting xabble, whole very look or 
nod, when living, commanded ſilence, ſubjection and oſten death. 
And, at the diſtance of a few years, as if his bones were wedded to the 
ſpot whereon theſe venerable arches ſtand, it than e os 
_ refting place: (aj on Hondlt 

926163 *11 7 eBags! then Robert Crofte was ayer. 

"UW FE3 54 vi 1485. Thomas nor I vic | 


| [azs. vim] 
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'Kt am now 8 at that dead of the- hiſtory.of this ancient 
ou where I am to notice its government in a more particular man- | 
ner than I have done in the preceding pages, when it put on a new 
form in conſequence of fome irregularities that had taken place, 

Since thoſe charters, &c. were granted which I have noticed in 
the preceding pages reſpeRing Leicefter, 1-find the following parti- 
culars. In inſtances where I print the original, or not, the reader 
will find a very free ee e en to: an the Engliſh 
8 to the meaning. 
- Claus. anno 11 Hen. 111 m. 19. i Lejoeftr' ns. forefie 
regisbidern. 53 au wee chat Leiceſter foreſt was perambulaied 
long go. 10 S100 ot TEC 9 -28ibazi(>; I 1111 1181 


141 og ir 18 OO 34! AL 2 Aue 


ai 3 29 LIE the 22) i in- 
{hes otcafionel 


of poimirif out lid etfots refpeiing the ſitoation of the 1efight 
pl ty writers who have followed him to err materially. I ſhall, in 8 under the 
Section, Religious Houſes and Hoſpitals, endeayour to give each their proper name and ſituation, and: 
ſmew in what be has ere. * ud „ 7 fn) | ; 


N 
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8 feuer anno 50 Men. III. nul 40. Leiceſtrꝰ Honor. Inquiſitio de 
omnibus terris; redditibus, et foodis militum que tenentur de dito 
honore in comitatu Suſſtx. Honor of Leiceſter. An inquiſition 
was taken of all hnids, revenues and military fees Which werobeld 
of the ce honbur in the county of Suſſex. 4 n. 
Claus anno 29 Ed. I. Leiceſtr' de priſona in eadem villa con- 
be pro priſona comitat', qui ante uſque gaolem Warwici duci 
ſvlehant / This we lind reſpetis the building a priſon for the 
county of Leiceſter: the Fade Balda that time vere ab che 
$667 of Warwick. 012 115 lit baba giti [1 he 
Claus g Ed. II n. 24. Loiceftr,! | Quod Stays bidder caſts. 
diend: ibidem, et non alibi; Perſons in cuſtody in the town. ur Lei- 
ceſter were to be impriſoned no where elſſqmmſee.. it. 
Pat' anno 4 Ed. 11. Par. ſecunda. m. 24. Leiceſtr Vill. 605054 
pontagii per trienn. pro reparacione pontis ibidem. A bridge tax was 
granted for three years for repairing a bridge at the ſame place.“ (a) 
In the reign of Edward III. the town of Leiceſter obtained a grant 
for two fairs. The following is the purport of the original grant. 
At the requeſt of bur faithful and cheloved relation, Henry; adit 
of Lancaſter, and earl of Leiceſter, who himſelf holds, and he, and 
his: predeceſſors and others, /who»have, been earls of Leiceſter time 
immemorial, have held, yearly, one fair at Leiceſter upon the in- 
vention of the Hoh Croſs, and for fifteen days following. We are 
willing to grant that he and his heirs, in lieuthereof, may kold one 
other fair at the above town and ſuburbs, yearly, ſor ſeven days: 
that is to ſay,” three days before the feaſt of St. Michael, the Arch- 
angel, and upon the feaſt day, and the three days next following, 
io remain chartered for ever. Provided that any inhabitant, or fo- 
reigher coming to the ſaid town, and; ſuburbs for the ſake of the ſaid 
fair with merchandize, &c. pay the fine or toll uſually paid, for 
tallage, &c. to the ſaid duke of Lancaſter and his heirs. The old 
fair was altered at the ſpecial requeſt of the duke of Lancaſter. 


who then xekided at * e An new i might be hene, to 


1 Mech üs bridge called 5 A 1 
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another day, provided it interfered, at any time n a neighbouring 
fair From this time the old fair was to ceaſe. 
| Dated de 2d day of July in the 34th; year "7 our reign. 
Another by the ſame; king. 
Nd Kc. Out of our affection and love to our town of Lei- 


ceſter, and to our faithful and beloved, the mayor and burgeſſes 


there dwelling, and their ſucceſſors, do grant a certain fair at the 
ſame town, yearly, for ſeven days: that is to ſay, three days before 
the feaſt of the apoſtles Philip and James, and on the ſaid feaſt day, 
and three days next enſuing, to remain for ever. Here follow the 
conditions reſpecting the toll and ſtallage as in the grant above; 

that the people be ready to pay all fines and cuſtoms uſually paid. 
Further it wills and grants to the above mayor and burgeſſes, and 
their ſucceſſors, for ever, that they have the ordering and ſettling 


che ſtalls, and governing the fair ſolely. 


This was granted the 2d of April in the 1 3th year of his reign. 

The honour of Leiceſter is of high antiquity, has alſo a court leet 
held for the ſaid honour annually at Leiceſter, to which court all 
the men and tenants of the ſaid honour are ſummoned, and pay ſuit 
and ſervice; within which honour is the town and borough of Lei- 
ceſter. 

The men and tenants of the ſaid honour have time immemorial 
been free, quit, and exempt from paying of toll for all their goods 
and things, in and throughout the realm of England, and had been 
ſo, ſo long ago as the 4th year of King Henry IV. for that king 
granted his letters mandatory, under the Great Seal of England, at 
the town of Leiceſter, the 24th day of May, in the 4th year of his 
reign, in hæc yerba: © Henricus, Dei gratia, Rex Angliz & Franc' 
& d'nus Hib'niz, univerſis & ſingulis vicecomitib', majorib', ballivis, 
conſtabulariis, miniſtris, ac aliis fidelib' & ſubditis ſuis, tam infra 
libertates quam extra, ad quos preſentes Ire. pervenerint, ſal'tm. 
Cum, ſc'dm conſuetudinem in regno n'ro Angliz hattenus optentum 
& approbatum, homines & tenentes honoris de Leyceſtr, a tempore 
quo non extat memoria, quieti eſſe conſueverint a p ſentatione the- 
Ae pontagi, picagii, N panagii, ſtallagii, paſſagii, laſta- 
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gl, 
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gi, & carragn, p' bonis & rebus ſuis per totum regnum n'rum, vo- 
bis & cullib't vrum præcipimus, firmit' mjungenites, quod omnes & 
ſingulos homines & tenentes honoris prædicti de hujuſmoqd, theolo- 
neo, pontagio, picagio, muragio, panagio, ſtallagio, paſſagio, laſta- 
gio, & carriagio, vobis ſeu alicui v'rum p' bonis & rebus ſuis preftand” 
quietos eſſe permitatis, juxta confuetudinem ſupradictam, & p' ut 
ipſi inde quieti eſſe debent ipſique & anteceſſores homes & tementes 
honoris prædicti a tempore prædicto hactenus ronabilit' quieti eſſe 
confueverunt. T. meipſo apud villam Nl 24 die Maii, anno 
rni n'ri quarto. Wymby/h.” 

* King Edward VI. granted his letters Mandatbry teſted at Weſt- 
minſter, the 28th day of November, in the firſt year of his reign, in 
the ſame words as the former.” 

The men and tenants of the ſaid honour of Leiceſter have accord- 
ingly all along uſed and enjoyed the aforeſaid privileges and liberties 
of all places in England, without any hindrance or moleſtation, upon 
producing a certificate under the hand and ſeal of the mayor of 
Leicefter, ſignifying that the perſon therein named was a freeman of 
Leiceſter, and as ſuch entitled to the aforeſaid privileges and liber- 
ties, when other perſons who have been in company have bern 
obliged to pay toll. (a) 
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(a) The following certificate will explain chis valuable grant from the crown, 

The form of a certificate, as granted by the corporation of Leiceſter to a lm, wh in the on of 
Edmund Cradock, 1657,. is this: 

Jo all chriſtian people to whom this be writinge ſhall come. The maior, bailifk, and burgeſſes, 
of che burrough of Leiceſter, in the county of Leiceſter, ſend greetinge in our Lord God everlaſlinge. 
Know yee, that whereas, as well by letters pattents of Kinge John, ſometimes kinge of England, &c- 

| bearing date the fixe and twentyeth day of December, in the firſt yeare of his raigne; as alſo by divers 
other graunts, ſtatutes, and afts of parliament, of Edward the Third, Henry the Fourth, Henry che 
Fifth, Henry the Sixth, Edward the Fourth, Henry the Seaventh, ſometimes alſo kings of England; 
and alſo by divers other graunts, confirmations, ſtatutes, and conceſſions, of Henry the Eighth, Edward 
the Sixth, alſo ſometymes late kings of England; and of the lady Elizabeth, ſometymes queene of Eng- 
land; and of the late Kinge James; it is graunted, enafted; / appoynted, eſtabliſhed; and confitmed; that 
all and ſinguler tenants of the honour of Leiceſter, holden of the Dutchy of Lancaſter, and more eſpecially 
the- mair and burgeſſes of the burrough of Leiceſter, ſhall have, enjoy, and uſe (amongſt other things) 
their” liberties, priviledges, and immunities following, that is to fay, that they ſhall be quitt of all and all 


manner of toles, Pannages, palſages, laſlages, ſtallages, peſſages, puchages, tertages, murages, carriuges, 
and flannages, whatfoever, in and thorough the realme of England, as well by ſea as by land, for all their 


goods 
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In a marriage ſettlement of Henry VL in the year 1444. That 
king gives to his intended conſort: The caſtle and the town of Ley- 
bn ceſtre 


goods and merchandizes whatſoever, without any moleſlation, as by the ſaid letters pattents, graunts, ſta- 
tutes, and confirmations, remainynge upon record, more at large it doth appeare. And becauſe many 
from tyme to tyme (as it is ſaid) doe clay me the ſaid liberties, priviledges, and immunities aforeſaid, which 
are not of the company of burgeſſes of the burrough of Leiceſler aforeſaid, nor ought to be quitt from 
ſuch toles and payments. Know yee therefore now moreover, that wee the faid maior, bayliffes, and 
burgeſſes, to you and every of you, by tenor of theis preſents, doe certifye that William Newton, vint- 
ner, is one of the burgeſſes of the burrough of Leiceſter aforeſaid, and that the ſaid priviledges and immu- 
nities, by force of the ſaid graunts and confirmations, freely and quietly hee ought to haue and enjoy; wee 
therefore again inſtantly by theis preſents doe deſire and require that the faid William Newton, and every 
other bitrgeſſe of the faid burrough of Leiceſter, freely and quietly you will ſuffer to goe and returne with 
their goods and merchandizes whatſoever, without any of your letis or moleſtations, or without takinge or 

clayminge.of them, or any of them, any tole, pannage, paſſage, laſtage, ſtallage, peſſage, pitchage, ter- 
rage, murage, carriage, and flannage, contrary to the liberties and immunities aforeſaid, and for you and 
every of your more full ſatisfattion herein, that the ſaid William Newton is one of the hurgeſſes of the ſaid 
burrough of Leiceſter as aforeſaid, wee, make you theis and our letters tellimoniall, and for the better 
firengheninge and confirminge thereof, wee have hereunto put our common ſeale of the burrough of Lei- 
ceſter aforeſaid, dated at the Guildhall of the ſaid burrough of Leiceſter, the tenth day of March, in the 
your of our _ one thouſand ſixe hundred fifty and ſeaven. Corts, common clerke here, 

( Epm. CrxaDock, maior.” 

In the 11th year of e Anne, a cauſe was tried between George Bent, gent. (one of the men of 
Leiceſter) proc, and Thomas Giſbourn, Eſq. mayor of Derby, and Iſaac Barker, his toll-gatherer, 
defendants, in an action of trover, for one heifer taken by defendants at Derby for non- payment of toll; 
which eauſe, by conſent of all parties, was tried at Nottingham, and the plaintiff l therein; but 
che action being in trover, the point then in queſtion does not appear. 

In another cauſe, tried in 1743, between Thomas Ayre, the younger, plaintiff, and John Hornbuckle, 
Eſq. mayor of Bedford, and John Marchant, his * defendants, the following arguments were 
urged in the plaintiff*s brief: 

Mr. Ayre the plaintiff lives at Leiceſter, and is, and for ſeveral years paſt hath been, a very conſidera. 

ble grazier, and a freeman of the town of Leiceſter, and as ſuch entitled to the aforeſaid liberties and pri- 
vileges; and it being neceſſary for him to take his cattle to divers fairs and markets in order to ſell them; 
therefore, that they might paſs and re-paſs unmoleſted upon account of toll, he obtained a certificate, dated 
the 25th of March, 17335, under the hand of William Bruſhfield, then mayor of Leiceſter, and under 
the common ſeal of the ſaid town of Leiceſter, ſignifying that he the ſaid Mr. Ayre was a freeman of 
Leiceſter, and as ſuch was entitled to the aforeſaid liberties and privileges; and Mr. Ayre hath, ſubſequent 
to ſuch certificate, taken his cattle to a great many fairs and markets, which have always been permitted to 
paſs and re-paſs toll-free, without any hindrance or moleſtation whatſoever, upon producing the ſaid cer- 
tificate, until the inſtance now in queſtion. 

Mr. Ayre the plaintiff ſent a drove of cattle to a fair held at Bedford the 8th of December, 1743; and 
having about ten or twelve of them undifpoſed of, thought proper to ſend them to Newport Pagnell in the 
couuty of Bucks; and it being neceſſary for them to paſs over the bridge over the river Quze at Bedford, 
in their road to Newport aforeſaid} that they might ue over the bridge unmoleſied, delivered his certifi., 

cate : 
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ceſtre with its honours and members in the county: among others it 
particulariſes the manors, &c. of Deſſeford, Shulton, Hynkeley and its 
borough, Stapulford, Swannington, Foxſton, Smeton, and Langton. (a) 
A provilo in 1467-8 that an act of reſumption “ ſhall not in any 
wile be prejudicial or hurting unto our right well beloved ſervant, 
Richard Keſton, ſquier, of, to, or for the graunt by us to him made 
of a horſmilne and two meſſuages, with the appurtenances lying 1n 
a {treet called Swynemarket, within our town of Leyceſtre, not ex- 
ceeding the yerely value of 8]. 16s. 8d. ne to Richard Keſtven, of 
or for a horſmilne and dyverſe tenementez, to hym graunted by our 
letters patentez, within oure towne. of Leyceſtre; ne to Pyers Cour- 
teys and William Truſſel, of or for the loppes and croopes of woode, 
falled within our fryth of Leyceſtre, for the bruſyng of our dere 
there, or for reperacyon of the pale there, to them graunted by our 
letters patentez; ne to the maire and burgeis or com. e of oure towne 
of Leyceſtre, of or for 13]. 6s. 8d. to theym e terme of 20 
yeres by our letters patentez. (6) | 
The charter (or rather charters) which is r in oh note be- 
low, is preſerved in the Chapel of the Rolls, collated by the late 
Henry Rooke, Eſq. (c) It has . e regulation of the fu- 
| ture 
eate to defendant Hornbuckle, the mayor of the town of Bedford, for his peruſal od carifaftion that = | 
the ſaid Mr. Ayre was entitled to the ſaid liberties and privileges: but Hornbuckle, aſter he had kept the 
certificate ſome time for his peruſal, returned it, with anſwer that he ſhould order the cattle to be topped 
upon refuſal of payment of toll for them; and on the next day, being the gth of December, as plaintiff's 


ſervant was driving the cattle over the ſaid bridge, defendant Marchant ſtopped them, and would not per- 
mit them to paſs over without toll paid for them, although the plaintiff's ſaid certificate was then produced 


to him; but, after ſome diſpute, let them all paſs except the two ſteers in queſtion, which he till ſtopped 


for the toll of the whole drove; and after ſome more time ſpent in diſputing about the toll, the reſidue of 
the drove being gone over the bridge along the road, plaintiff's ſervant was obliged to leave the ſaid two 
ſteers to the pleaſure of Marchant, and. in his cuſtody upon or near to the ſaid bridge, in order to follow 


and take care of the others which were gone along the road. Leiceſterſhire Collections. 


9 46% (a) Parliament Rolls. (5) Rot. Parl. 
ho (09 Leiceſter cal. Prima Paten' de anno Regni Regis Henrici Septimi Viceſimo. (m. 16) 

R. omnibus ad quos, &c. ſalutem. Inſpeximus literas patentes domini E. nuper regis Anglie Quarti, 
majori & burgenſibus ville five burgi ſui Leyceſtr' factas, in hec verba: Edwardus, Dei gratia, rex 
Anglie & Francie & dominus Hibernie, omnibus ad quos preſentes luere pervenerint, ſalutem. Sciatis 
n. valentes nn eee 
noſtre 
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ture government of the town: It ſays after the uſual manner, Ed- 
ward, by. the grace of God, &c. to John Yoman, now mayor, 
(1462) and burgeſſes of the town of Leiceſter and their ſucceſſors: 
That the mayor and four of the moſt diſcreet brother burgeſſes 
(aldermen) out of the twenty-four, with one learned in the law, 
named a recorder, {ſhall be juſtices of the ſaid town, and limits of 
the ſame, and have power to hear and determine on all crimes, and 
puniſh the offenders againſt the peace of the ſaid town and liberties 
thereof. And alſo at the general choice of officers, on the feaſt of 
St. Matthew, were to be choſen, annually, out of the twenty-four 
com- burgeſſes, two coroners; (whoſe office is too well known to be 
here recited) then follows the mode of appointing jurors, &c. Thus 
far reſpects the grant of Edward IV. Then follows a confirma- 
tion grant of almoſt the whole of the charters heretofore granted for 
the government of this place, by Henry VII. (1304) Robert Orton 
then mayor. It empowers the juſtices, or a part of them, the re- 
eorder being one, to take cognizance of treaſons, murders, felonies, 
rapes, and other tranſgreſſions; whether riots or any other unlawful 
aſſemblies, and to puniſh the offenders. It alſo further notices that 
T- they 
noftre Leyceſtr', conceſſimus pro nobis & heredibus noſtris quantum in nobis eſt, & per preſentes conce- 
dimus, Johanni Yoman nunc majori ejuſdem ville five burgi & burgenſibus ejuſdem, ac ſucceſſoribus 
ſuis pro tempore exiſten', quod hujuſmodi major & quatuor de diſcreſcioribus comburgenſ' ville five burgi 
illius, in forma ſubſequend' eligend* & nominand*, quamdiu in hujuſmodi officus majoratus aut burgenſ 
fuerint, cum uno legiſperito imperpetuo nominand” recordator Leyceſtr', ſint juſticiarii noſtri & heredum 
noſtrorum ad pacem infra villam five burgum predict', procintt' & limites ejuſdem ville five burgi, nec- 
non ad flatuta & ordinaciones de artificibꝰ & laboratoribus edit' conſervand' et cuſtodiri faciend* imperpe- 
tum; et quod idem major & quatuor comburgenſes ville five burgi illius pro tempore exiſlentes, tres 
vel duo eorum, cum dicto recordatore, plenam habeant correccionem, punicionem, poteſtatem, & auQto- 
ritatem cognoſcendi, inquirendi, audiendi, & terminandi omnes res & materias, tam de omnibus feloniis, 
tranſgreſſionibus, meſpriſionibus, & extortionibus, quam de omnimodis aliis cauſis, querelis, malefacis 
- quibuſcumque, infra eandem villam five burgum, procinctum & limites ejuſdem, qualitercumque contingent 
five emergent”, adeo plene & integre ſicut cuſtodes pacis noſtre & juſticiarii ad felonias, tranſgreſſiones, & 
alia malefafta audiend* & terminand', aſſign & aſſignand', ac juſtic' ſervientum, laboratorum, & artificium 
in com. Leyc', extra villam five burgum ac procinttum predift' habent, ſeu in futur' qualitercumque habe- 
bunt; terminacionibus de omnimodis felonus, ac de contrafattura, tonſura, & alia falſitate monete regni 
noſtri Anglie duntaxat exceptis. Et quod nullus cuſtos pacis, juſtic', aut commiſhonar* noſtri, vel here- 
dum noſtrorum, ad premiſſa five aliquod premiſſorum in com' preditto audiend' & terminand' aſſign', in 


aliquo intromittat infra villam five burgum preditt', aut procinft' & limites ejuſdem, ſeu extra eoſdem villam 
ſive 


72 THE H ISTORY Tuxx. vir.) 


they ſhall have power to admit to bail, &e, It alſo appears by this 
part of the charter or charters, below, that all ſubſidies or taxes of 
the town were to be regulated by thoſe in the county; but they 
were to be collected by perſons in Leicefterappointed by the cor- 
poration, rnzbly 
A letter from King Henry VII. to the mayor, &c. of the burgh 
of Leyceſter, anno Pomini 1488; which was followed in 1489 by 
an act of parliament. | ob dota nils . 
Henry, by the grace of God, king of England and of France, 
and lord of Ireland. To our truſty and well-beloved the mayor, 
bailifts, com- burgeſſes and burgeſles of our town of Leyceſter, par- 
cel of our duchy of Lancaſter, and to every of them greeting. 
And forafmuch as we have been informed, that at e very eleccion 
of the mayor there, or burgeſs of the parliament, or at any aſſeſſing 
of any lawfull impoſicion, the commonalty of our ſaid town, as 
well poor as rich, have always aſſembled at your town hall—whereas 
ſuch perſons as be of little ſubſtaunce or reaſon, and not contribu- 
tores, or elſe full little to the charges ſufteyned in ſuch behalf, and 
have had great intereſt, through theyr exclamations and redyneſs, to 
| the 


« 


ſive burgum procinttum & limites ejuſdem, pro premiſſis aut aliquo premiſſorum infra villam five burgum 
preditt ac procindtum ejuſdem qualitercumque fact five emergent', except” pre- except', nec infra villam 
ſive burgum preditt', aut procinttum ejuſdem, aliquod officium ſuum de premiſſis ſive aliquo premiſſorum, 
exeeptis preexceptis, infra dictam villam five burgum ac procinftum ejuſdem qualitercumque fact' ſive 
emergent” aliqualit' faciend', inquirend”, vel exiquend', ingrediant, nec ingredi preſumant. Conceſſimus 
etiam eiſdem majori & burgenſibus & ſucceſſoribus ſuis, quod iphi et ſucceſſores ſui, ſeu eorum aliquis, aut 
aliquis conſlabularius ville five burgi illius pro tempore exiſtenꝰ, aut aliquis alius infra villam five burgum pre- 
ditt commorans feu commoratur”?, non artentur neque compellantur, non artetur nec compellatur, ad com- 
parend* coram aliquibus juſticiariis pacis noftre vel hered” noſſrorum in comꝰ predicto, vel coram juſticiariis 
noſtri vel heredum noſtrorum, ad felonias, tranſgreſſiones, & alia malefafia, in eodem com', audiend' & 
terminand', afſign' vel aſſignand', aut aliquibus aliis juſticiariis vel commiſſionariis noſtri aut heredum 
noftrorum, extra villam five burgum predict ac procinttum & limites ejuſdem, neque infra eandem villam 
five burgum procinttum & limites ejuſdem, ad inquirend* vel aliquid aliud faciend' pro premiſſis vel aliquo 
premiſſorum infra eandem villam five burgum procinctum aut limites ejuſdem fatt', emergent', five contin- 
gent”, exceptis preexceptis, preterquam coram prefatis majore et quatuor de diſcreſcioribus comburgenſibus 
et ſucceſſoribus ſuis pro tempore exiſten” ut preditt eſt. Et ſi aliquis major, burgenſis, conſtabularius, 
vel aliquis alius infra diftam villam five hurgum procintum et limites ejuſdem reſidens, vel | extunc aner 
contingens, exnunc ſum” aut impanelletur ad comparend* coram aliquibus hujufmodi cuſtodibus aut juſlic 
pacis labaratorum et artificium noſtri vel heredum noſtrorum in com predifto, vel nnn 
4 : 
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the ſubvercion, not only of the good polecy of our ſaid Towne, but. 
lykely to the often breach of the peace, and other inconveniencys 
encreaſing and cauſing the fall, and miſery, and decline of our faid 
towne, and to the great diſcourage of you the governor thereof, For 
reformacion whereof, and to the intent that good rule and ſubſtantial 
order may be had, and entertayned there: From henceforth we will 
and ſtraitly charge you, and alſo command you the ſaid mayor, bai- 
liffs, and twenty-four com-burgeſles of our ſaid towne, now being, 
and that for the time that ſhall be, that at all common halls and 
aſſemblys hereafter to be holden there, as well for the eleccion of 
the mayor, of the juſtice of the peace, and burgeſſes of our parlia- 
ment; as alſo at aſſeſſing of any lawful impoſicion or otherwiſe, ye 
Jointly choſe and call unto you, our bailiff of our ſaid towne for the 
time being, and only forty-eight of the moſt wiſe and fade {/age ) com- 
'ons inhabitants there, after your diſcretion of the ſame cominalty 
and no more; and you then to order and direct all matters occur- 
rent, or happening amongſt you, as by your reaſon and conſcience 
{hall be thought lawful and moſt expedient. 

Given' at our Pallace of Weſtmr. under our Seal of the ſaid 
Dutchy, the ſecond day of July, the 4th year of our reign. (In 
Counſel.)” Corporation records. | 

T.HE 


eommiſſionariis noſtris vel heredum noſtrorum, ad felonias, tranſgreſſiones, et alia malefaQa ibidem perpe- 
trata, audiend* et terminand', aſſignꝰ vel aſſignand', exceptis preexceptis, et ipſe coram eis defalcam ſe- 
cerit, vel ad jurand” ſui inquirend* de vel pro aliquibus articulis infra villam five burgum predict faft* five 
perpetrat*, exceptis preexceptis, recuſaverit, non propter hoc ponatur in contemptum, nec ullum deperdi- 
tum aut gravamen erga nos vel heredes noſtros ex hac cauſa iucurrat. Et inſuper conc eſſimus, et per pre- 
ſentes concedimus, prefatis majori et burgenſibus et eorum ſucceſſoribus, quod iidem major et viginti qua- 
tuor comburgenſes ville five burgi predict, et eorum ſucceſſores pro tempore exiſten', de anno in annum 
in feſio Sancti Mathei Evangeliſle eligere poſſunt de ipſis viginti quatuor comburgenſibus predittos quatuor, 
diſcreſciores comburgenſ” eſſendi juſtic* noſtri et heredum noſtrorum, ad premiſſa five premifforum infra 
villam five burgum predict, procinftum et limites ejuſdem, exceptis preexceptis, cognoſcendi, inquirendi, 
audiendi, et terminandi, ac de eiſdem viginti quatuor comburgenſibus duos coronatores, qui officium coro- 
natorum infra villam five burgum predict, *procin& et limites ejuſdem, fac“ et exequent', Et quod iidem 
coronatores fic electi, et ſucceſſores ſui qui pro tempore erunt, imperpetuum habeant et exerceant officium 
coronatoris noſtri et hered* noſtrorum in villa five burgo preditt', et procin& ejuſdem, tam in preſencia 
noſtra et hered* noſtrorum quam in abſencia noſtra et hered* noftrorum, in omnibus rebus, prout aliquo tem- 
pore ante dat* preſencium alliquis coronator noſler infra villam five burgum prediQ” ac procinftum ejuſdem 

FL | officium 
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THE ACT. 


*. Tothe Kyng oure Sovereigne Lord. Foraſmoch as of late great 
dyvyſions and diſcordes have growen and been had, as well in the 
townes and bourghes of Leyceſtre and Northampton, as in other 
dyvers townes and burghes corporate within the realme of England, 
amongeſt the inh'itauntes of the ſame, for eleccion and choiſe of 
maires, and officers within the ſame, by reaſon that ſuch multitudes 
of the ſaid inhabitauntes, beying of litill ſubſtaunce and havour, and 
of no ſadnes, diſcrecion, wiſdome, ne reaſon, which oft in nombre 
excede in their aſſembles others that been approved, diſcrete, ſadde, 
and well diſpoſed perſones, have by their multitude, and their ban- 
dys, confederacies, exclamations, and heedneſſe, uſed in the ſaid 
aſſembles, cauſed great trobles, dyvyſions, and diſcordes amongeſt 
themſelfe, aſwell in the ſaid elections, as in aſſeſſyng the lawfull 
charges and impoſitions amongeſt theym, to the ſubverſyon of the 
goode rule, governaunce, and polytike demeanyng of the bourghes, 
and ofte tymes to the great brech of the kyngs peaſe within the ſame, 
to the fere, drede, and manyfold perills that therby may enſue. 
For reformacion wherof, and for the more quyet and reſtfullnes of 
the kyngs ſubgietts hereafter, and for the conſeryacion of the kyngs 

peas, 


officium coronatoris ibidem exercere conſuevit ; ac eciam in omnibus aliis rebus infra eandem villam ſive 
burgum aut procinttum ejuſdem accident', contingent”, five emergentibus in futur', que ad officium coro- 
natoris quoyis modo pertinent five ſpettant, et que ſi infra aliquem com” noſtrum Angl' acciderent aut emer- 
gerent per coronatores ſeu coronatorem ejuſdem com' exerceri, comperi, ſeu fieri deberent, adeo plene et 
integre, pacifice et quiete, prout 11dem coronatores five coronator alterius com' regni noſtri Anglie hujuſmo- 
di officium coronatoris et omnia alia officium illud tangencia occupant ſeu exercent, occupat ſeu exercet, aut 
occuparunt five exercuerunt, occupare ſeu exercere quovis modo legitime poterint vel poterit, in futur', ſine 
occaſione, impeticione vel impedimento noſtri, vel hered* noſtrorum, aut aliorum officiariorum ſeu mini- 
ſtrorum noſtrorum quorumcumque ; ita quod nullus alius coronator noſtri vel hered* noftrorum ſe pro aliquo 
ad officium coronatoris pertinens infra villam five burgum predi& ac procinQ” ejuſdem emergent” ſive ac- 
cident', aliqualit' intromittat, nec villam ſeu burgum illam ad aliquod ad officium coronatoris pertinet faciend 


ingrediatur. Conceſſimus eciam, pro nobis et heredibus et ſucceſſoribus noſtris, prefatis majori et burgen- 


ſibus et eorum ſucceſſoribus, quod nec ipſi nec eorum aliquis ponatur neque ponantur, impanellentur neque 
impanelletur in aliquibus aſſiſis, juratis, inquiſicionibus, ſeu recognicionibus, licet tanget nos vel heredes 
noſtros, vel aliquos alios ligeos noſtros, hec jurentur nec onerentur, nec ullus eorum juretur ſeu oneretur 
ſuper triacione arraiamenti alicujus aſſiſe five panelli coram aliquibus juſticꝰ ſeu commiſſionariis noſtris vel 

hered 
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peas, more ſermely to be obſerved and kept, it is ordeyned, eſta- 
bliſshed, and enacted, by the advyſe and aſſent of the lords ſp'uall 
and temporall, and com ons, in this preſent parliament aſſembled, 

and by auctorite of the ſame, that from hensforth the eleccions of 
maires and other officers, and alſo the aſſeſſ yng of all lawfull char- 
ges and impoſitions, that hereafter ſhall be made and had in the 
bourgh of Leyceſtre, ſhall be had, made, and uſed, after the fourme, 
following: that is to ſay, the maire of the towne of Leyceſtre and 
his brethren, ſor the tyme beyng, or the more part of theym, upon 
their othes and diſcreſſions, ſhall name and choſe xLVIII perſones, 
of the moſt wile, diſcrete, and beſt diſpoſed perſones of the inhabi-. 
tauntes within the ſaid towne, and the ſame. perſones, or part of 
theym, from tyme to tyme herafter to chaunge, when, and as ofte 
as they, or the more parte of theym, ſhall ſeme moſt neceſſarie and 
behovfull; which perſons, ſo by them choſen and named, and the 
ſaid maire and his brethren, or the more parte of theym, {hall have 
and make yerly elleccions of all the maires that herafter ſhall be 
maires of the ſaid bourgh and towne, and elleccions by them, or the 
more parte of theym ſo made, to ſtand and be goode and effectuall 
in lawe, yerly herafter for ever to endure, in lyke maner, fourme, 


and condition, as yf the elleccions were made by ſuche way, maner, 
U and 


hered” noſtrorum, de vel pro aliqua re, cauſa, vel materia quacumque, extra villam ſive burgum predift 
emergent”. ſive contingent”, capiend” extra villam five burgum predittꝰ . In cujus rei teſtimonium has lite 
ras noſtras fieri W patentes. Teſte meipſo apud Wodeſtoke, viceſimo quarto die Auguſti, anno reg- 
ni noſtri quarto,” Nos autem, literas predifas ac omnia & ſingula in eiſdem contenta rata habentes & 
grata, ea pro nobis & heredibus noſtris, quantum in nobis eſt, acceptamus & approbamus, & dilecto & 
fideli ſervienti noſtro Roberto Orton nunc majori, & burgenſibus dict' ville five burgi, tenore preſentium, 
ratificamus Et confirmamus, prout litere predicte in ſe rationa biliter teſtantur. Et ulterius, de uberiori gra- 
tia noſtra, ac ad inſtantiam & ſpecialem requiſicionem diletti & fidelis ſervientis noſtri Roberti Orton nunc 
majoris ville five burgi preditl, necnon ob ſingularem affeccionem & dileccionem quas penes predict! ma- 
jorem & burgenſes ſive inhabitantes predifte ville five burgi gerimus & habemus, ac pro conſervacione 
pacis noflre, ac ſano regimine & pro bono rezpublice ville & burgenſ five inhabitantium predictorum au- 
gend', dedimus & conceſſimus, ac per pre ſentes literas noſtras dam & condim', pro nobis & heredibus 
noſtris, quantum in nobis eſt, prefat* nunc majori & burgenſibus ville predifte, ſuburb & procinft' ejuſ- 
dem, & ſucceſſoribus ſuis majoribus ſive burgenſibus prediftis, quod de cetero dict nunc major ejuſdem 
ville, & ſucceſſores ſuĩ qui pro tempore erunt, ac quatuor de diſcrecioribus burgenſ* ejuſdem ville, ſimul 
eum majore & recordatore ejuſdem ville, ſint cuſtod & juſtic' pacis noſtre, & heredum & ſucceſſorum 
Pe ; p; | | WW 


76 THE HISTORY Curk. vi 


and fourme, as aforetyme hath been uſed and accuſtumed, in, of, 

and for, the ſame eleccions in the ſame bourgh; and that the voices 

of every other perſone or perſones, other than been before reherced, 
in all elleceions within the ſaid towne, as to choyſyng any officers of 

the ſame, be voide, and of none effecte in the lawe. And over this, 
that all other officers of the ſaid tone, that by dutie of their offices: 

owe to be attendant upon the maire and maires that nowe be, or that 
herafter in the ſaid bourgh ſhall be electe, choſen, and made, only 
by the ſaid maire and his brethren for the tyme beying, or the more. 
parte of theym, without aſſemble of any other perſones, inhabi- 
tauntes of, in, or for the ſame. Provyded always, that yf in the 
ſaid elleccions, or any of theym, the voices be evenly divided and 
equall for fondry parties, then the voice of the maire for the tyme 
beyng, to ſtand and be reputed for 11 voices in the ſame election; 
and yf any eleceion or elections herafter happe to be made, of maire 
or maires in the ſaid towne, in other wiſe then in this ate afore is re- 
herced, then that elleccion or elleecions to be taken voide, and of ho 
ſtrength ne effect. And ovet this, be yt ordeyned by the ſaid auctorite, 
that yf any of the inhabitauntes nowe beyng, or that herafter ſhall be 
inhabited in the ſaid borough and towne, attempte or do to the breche 
impedyment, or lett, of this e ate ; and then the faid perſone 


Or 


noffrorum, infra villam prediftam, ſuburb' & oeccinfiinm ejuſdem, quorum ditt recordator ejuſdem ville 
pro tempore exiſlen” erit unus, ad omnia ordinaciones et ſtatuta apud Weſtm', Wynton', et Norhampton, . 


pro conſervacione pacis noſtre, heredum & ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, necnon ad ſlatuta & ordinaciones ibi- 
dem & alibi de venatoribus, operaiis, artific ibus, ſervitoribus, hoſtellatiis, ponderibus, menſuris, vendi- 
cione viftualiur, mendicantibus & vacabundis, ac aliis ho'ibus mendicantibus qui fe no ant Travelyng- 
men, ac ad ſtatuta & ordinaciones apud Weſtm* anno regni Henrici Quarti nuper regis Anglie primo & 
ſecundo, de lbertat' ac al libertat” pannorum minime dand', nec eiſdem libertat' aliqualit' utendis, et de om- 
nibus feloniis, murdris, & aliis malefattoribus ; ac ad quoddam aliud ſlatutum de contrafactura, tonſura, lotura, 
& al' falfitat' alicujus monete edit' five fact, predict excepcione de hujuſmodi terminacionibus de omnimod” 
feloniis, ac de contrafaftur', tonſur', Jotur', et aliis falſitat' monete regni noſiri Anglie duntaxat exceptis, in 
dict literis patentibus domini  Edwardi nuper regis Anglie Quarti content” & ſpecificat' in contrar inde. 
falt non obſtantibus ; ac ad omnia & ſingula alia ſtatuta & ordinaciones pro bono pacis, et quiete, regir 
mine et gubernacione populi noſtri edit”, et impoſterum edend', de et in omnibus ſuis articulis, juxta vim, 
1 formam, et effect eorundem, infra 4ifttam villam Leyc', ſuburb” et procinttum ejuſdem, cuſtodiend' et 
cuſtodiri, faciegd', inquirend', audiend', et terminand', ac ad omnes illos quos contra formam ordinacio- 
num et ſlatutorum predictorum, aut eorum alicujus delinquent” invenerunt n et puniend', caſtiga- 


reve 
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or perſones to forfeite the ſum'e of xl. the moite therof to be to the 
kyng, and the other monte to he to the maire of the faid towne for the 
tyme beyng, to employe to the charges of the ſaid towne. And that 
it ſhall be lefull to the maire of the ſaid bourgh and towne for the 
tyme beyng, to co'mytte every ſuch perſone or perſones, troblyng or 
lettyng the ſaid elleccion, to priſon within the ſame towne, and there 
to remayne without baille or maynprize, till the ſaid ſomme or 
ſommes of money be fully levyed and paide, Cui quidem bille per- 
lecte & intellecte per d num regem, auctoritate & aſſenſu ann ut 
ſequitur reſpondebatur, Le Roy le vuelt.” . 

The following 1 is from a record in the poſſeſſion of the Corpora- 
tion, written in rather an illegible hand, a little alteration I have 
made in ſome few of the words. It ſeems to glance at che battle of 
Bosworth field. . . 

Henry by the g ce of god kynge of England & of Hanes, and lord 
of Ireland. To all to whom theſe oure (will) ſhall be ſhewed gret- 
ynge. knowne ye that in conſideration of the true and faithful far- 
vice that the mayers and burgeſſes of our towne of Leyceſter, have 
don unto us & hereafter intend to doo, and alſo the gret coſtes and 
charges that they have ſuſteigned and borne by anye commandement 
in o'r journees & battailles: and the coftes that they dyde & 

| made 
reve et punire faciend* prout ſecundum formam et effect ordinationum et ſtatutorum eorundem predifta 
excepcione non obſtant', fuerit faciend” ; et ad omnes illos qui aliquibus de populo noſtro infra villam pre- 
dictam, ſuburb et procinctum, ejuſdem, minas fecerent de corporibus ſuis, vel de incendio domorum ſua» 
rum, ad ſufficientem ſecuritatem de pace et bono geſtu ſuo, erga nos, heredes et ſucceſſores noſtros pro 
tempore exiſten*, et cunctum populum noſtrum inveniend*, coram eis ſeu eorum duobus, per debitam legis 
formam venere faciend” ; et fi hujuſmodi ſecuritates invenire recuſaverint, tunc eos in priſona noſtra ville 
predifte, quouſque hujuſmodi ſecuritates invenerint, ſalvo cuſtodiri faciend', Volumus etiem et concedi- 
mus prefatis nunc majori et burgenſibus et ſucceſſoribus ſuis, quod ditti major, recordator, et aln quatuor 


burgenſ ejuſdem ville pro tempore exiſten', ſex, quinque, quatuor, tres, et duo eorum, quorum recorda- 
tor ejuſdem ville pro tempore exiſten' omnino erit unus, de tempore in tempus futur temporibus fint et erunt 
juſtic* noſtri,, heredum et ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, ad 1nquirend” per ſfac'rm proborum et leg hom” de villas. 
pteditta et ſuburbꝰ ac procintt ejuſdem, per quos rei veritas melius ſciri poterit, de omnibus proditionibus, 
murdcis, feloniis, raptibus mulierum, et alis felonus quibuſcumque, ac de quibuſcumque tranſgreſſionibus, 
riotis, routis, et conyenticulis illicitis, .imbraciarus, manntenenciis, ambidextriis, extorcionibus, confede- 
racionibus, canſpiracionibus, tranſgreſſionibus, regratariis et foreſtallariis, infra villam prediqtam, ſuburb⸗ 


et procinttum ejuſdem, per quoſcumque et qualitercumque faQt' ſive perperrat', et exnunc ING five perpe.. 
trari 


—_—y 2 
- — 
— — = 6 — — 4 — = 
BRINGS — — — — 12 
—— — — 
— — - = — 
4 


— — 
— CIC GO GA Ae ae ̃ UE , , — — 
— - um d 


— 


- GEE — n . —— — = 


— — —— > > --- —_— 
— 7 — S a n $ = 
= — —— 
1 — — — * — bo 
— — — — — . - 2 — — — = 
— — - — 
—— — — — — — 
— = 
2 — — W — — 
% 


An — 


. — 


han — II 
._— _ 
—— 
— 


2 — 
— — 
— — — 


0 = = = -_ _ 
* 1 1 £ ON = AF C 
— 
= - — : 
— — — < — 
* -— — ꝙſ— ® 4 = 
© — 
— = 0 _ —— — 


— ——__ > -_- co 


7 THE HISTORY Cux. vir.) 


made upon oure comitas wounded and mayned in the field to ther 
coſte and charge of clxxxIb and to thentent that they ſhuld be ſtron - 
ger Hartſtuze, better to kepe o'r lawes and (porperty) wit'n o'r ſaid. 
towne. And alſo that the ſaid mairs and burgeſſes ſhall ſupport and 
helpe to be kept our marcatt on Wedneſday, ffryday & Satturday : 
ev'y weke ther to be holden; and for the effection that we have and 
bore to our ſubieces of our ſaid Town for ther prudence and Hy mer- 
its reherſed——wee of our grace eſpeciall have geven and graunted 
unto the mayer and burgeſſes and ther ſucceſſurs an annuite and an- 
nuele rent of xxlb ſterling to be hade and receive yearly frome the 
ſeaſt of ſaint michell the Ac angele laſt paſſed for the tyme okev- 
ery yere then next enſuyng, by the hand of our Recorder and Bay- 
lyff of our ſaid towne and gouo's of Leiceſter for tyme beinge at the 
feaſt of the Bap' z and of Saint Mychell the Ac'angele by even porcy- 
ence in witnes whereoff we have done to be made this oure I'res pa- 
tentz, geven at oure Cite of London under oure ſeall of our ducy the 
xii day of ffebarare the thyrd yere of our Reigne. $i | 
In the ſame book are the old oaths of che mayor and his brethren, 8 
as follow. . | 85 
\.** I ſhall Maynteyne he peace of oure 9 the ane and the af- 
frayers ther agengſt and the diſturbers theroff, I ſhall do (cauſe) to 
Wy, e eee be 
trari contingen', necnon ad omnia indiftamenta quecumque ad hujuſmodi tranſgreſſiones et alia malefatta 
quecumque infra villam predictam, et ſuburb' ac procinctum ejuſdem, coram prefat* majore, recordatore, | 
ſex, quinque, quatuor, et tribus eorum, audiend' et terminand', quorum recordator ejuſdem ville pro tem. 
pore exiſten' erit unus, juſlic* noſtri et hered* et ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, de premiſſis ſeu aliquo premiſſo- 
rum, ac ad proceſſus inde faciend* verſus omnes qu6s coram juſtic* noſtris et heredum et ſucceſſorum noſ- 
trorum, de premiſſis ſeu aliquo premiſſorum, de cetero ind'cari contigerit, quoſque capiantur, reddantur, 


vel utlagentur, faciend* et continuand', necnon ad omnia et ſingula que contra formam ordinationum et 
ſlatutorum predictorum, ſeu in evac'oem eorundem, ſeu eorum alicujus, infra villam predidtam, ſuburb? et 

procinttum ejuſdem, fa, perpetrat”, ſeu attemptat' fuerint, et que ibidem impoſterum fieri, perpetrari, 
ſeu attemptari contigerit, tam ad ſeftam noſſram quam aliorum quorumcunque, coram eiſdem juſtic', pro 
nobis, heredibus et ſucceſſoribus noſtris, aut pro ſe ipſis, conquer aut proſequi volencium, audiend', ac 
ſecundum legem et conſuetudinem regni noſtri Anglie, ac juxta formam ordinationum et ſtatutorum predic- 
torum terminand”, in tam ampl' modo et forma, prout aliqui ali juſtic* pacis noſtre, hered' et ſueceſſorum 
noftrorum, alibi in aliquo com? regni noſtti Anglie inquirere, audire, ſeu terminare poſſint et poterint, 
necnon on' forſtaller* predict „ ac omnia alia ſuperius ad determinand*, non declarat* ad ſec- 
tam noſiram tamen, e ee eee e eee N {or cons pa- 


cis 
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be areſt and punyſhe as the law woll. I ſhall Maynteyne the aſſiſe 
of Brede, wyne & ale, and all other maner of vitaylles, and the 
Treſpaſours with them I ſhall punyſhe as the law woll. I ſhall aſſey 
all maner of weyghts and meaſures, and the fals I ſhall damjge and 
the treſpaſours wt them I ſhall punyſhe as the law woll. I ſhall ſuf- 
fer no fforſtallor nor Regrator dwell wt'ne this Towne, nor the 
flanchiſes of the ſame, I ſhall do evry ryght, as well to the poure as 
to the ryche, and all other good cuſtomes and ffranncheſſz of thys 
Towne I ſhall ſupport and Maynteyne Durynge the Tyme of myn 
offyce, ſo helpe me God and all Seyntes,” 
* The Othe of the Mayers Brether': (The Aldermen,) from the 
ſame, | "x; | f 
% Thys here youe Mayer, and juries, and the Brethren of the 
Gilde, that I ſhall yelde lawfull jugement, I ſhall do lawfully as well 
to the poure as unto the riche & Punyſhe after the greteneſſ of their 
Treſpas. I ſhall Come contynually to the Courte of Portmote ; and 
at ——— (commands) of my Mayer whan I ſhall be warnyde by 
his officers if I be in the Towne, without reſonable excuſe. And that 
I ſhall Maynteyne lawfully the aſſiſe of Brede, wyne and Ale, and 
all other vytaulles with my Mayer. And I ſhall maynteyne the ffran- 
uches and good Cuſtoms of this Towne, and the ſame kepe, So helpe 
me God and all Seyntes.“ 
| 34 X | The 
cis noſtre, heredum et ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, ac juſtic* noſtros, We of bene ies noſtrorum, hu- 
juſmodi diſcuti et terminari debent audiend” et terminand” ; et ad quoſcunque contra formam ordinationum 
et ſtatutorum prediftorum, ſeu eorum alicujus delinquent”, per fines, redempciones, et amerciamenta, ac 
alio modo pro deliftis ſuis caftigand* et puniend', prout ante ordinacionem et punicionem corporal* hujuſ- 
modi delinquentibus pro deliftis ſuis exhibend - faft fieri conſuevit alibi infra regnum noftrum Anglie perti_ 
nent ſeu pertinebunt, faciend*, exercend', audiend”, et terminand', falvis nobis, heredibus et ſucceſſoribus 
noſtris, finibus, recognicionibus, redempcionibus, exttibus, et amerciamentis, nobis, heredibus et ſucceſſo- 
ribus noſtris, ratione juſtic* predict, in ſingulis ceſſionibus ipſorum majoris, recordatoris, et aliorum noſt- 
rorum predictorum in hac parte nob* adjudicand* et afferand* five pertinen'. Volumus tamen quod pre. 
digi juſtice? noſiri, et eorum quilib-; de et ſuper ſingulis finibus et exitibus in ceſſionibus prediftis forisfac- = 
turis et affidend' habeant, et eorum quilib' habeat, tanta vad' et feod', prout ſinguli juſlic“ et cuſtodes 
pacis in digto com Leye* juxta formam ſtatut' inde edit h'entis percipiunt, licet offic* juftic* in villa five 
burgo predict poſt flatut' prediftum ordinat pro hujuſmodi vadiis percipiend” per diftum progenitorem 
noſtrum ordinat' fuerit. Et quod aliqui alii juftic' pacis noſtre, hered” aut ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, aut ali- 
qui ali juflic?, hered' aut ſuccefſorum noſtrorum, eliqua ordinat et flatut' de premiff aut aliquo premilſo. 
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The Othe of the Chamberlaynes (from the ſame) 

We ſhallbe ffaithfull and trewe offycers unto oure Maſter the May- 
er; diligent of attendance at altymes, lawfull obedient to his Com- 
mandement and Redy to do his pleſure. We ſhall emprove the live- 
lode ( income) belonging unto the Coĩatie (Community) of this Towne 
of lyceſter to the moſt behove of the ſame Towfiez-and the tennet 
(tenements &c.) therof we ſhall ſuffyciently Repatell durynge our of- 
fice. We ſhall endevour us alſo for to emptove the Chapman Gild to 
the utmoſt of oure powers. We ſhall be 8 80 5 the Cornwall on 


the Setturdaye durynge aur yere, and the ſame to aure powers we 
ſhalborder, and all the Traunſpers that ther may be ffounde we ſhall 
preſent to aure Maſter, the Mayer; and all horſſes and mares that 
ther may be ffound wee ſhall cauſe them to be hade from the Corn- 
wall, and out of the market place, And morèover we ſhall well and 
truely & dyſcharge aur ſelf of all lond: & Rent belonginge to this 
Towne and of the chapmans Gild; and of all other money as ſhall 
come to aure and belonginge rent unte the Coiatie C community ) of 
this Towne, and therof a trewe accompt ſhall yelde up unto the audi- 


toury aſſigned in the yue ( courſe p of aure yere; and all other things 
in full, that belongeth or pertayninge to aur offices, well and truly to 


aur powers we mall do. So helpe we God and all Seynte. 1 wart 
The 


rum edit' five ordinat', infra villam predictam, abb et procinftum ejuſdem, emergen” five contingen*; 
aut ad aliqua premiſſorum, aut ad aliquod officzum.de aut pro eiſdem ſeu eorum aliquibus ibidem exercend', 
 faciend?; ſeu exequend” in aliquo ibidem, ſe.non-intromittant, nec eorum aliquis ſe intromittat,” aut aliquam 
juriſdittionem inde habeant ſeu exerceant. Et ulterius, de uberiori gratia ſciencia et mero motu n'ris, de- 
dimus e conceſſimus, ac per preſentes damus et concedimus, prefat' nunc major; ville five burgi prediQ” et 

 burgenſibus prediłtis, et ſueceſſoribus ſuis, quod quandocumque et quocieſcumque acciderit ſeu contigerit ex 
mund unquam in futur aliquam quintam. detimam et decimam, quotam, taxam, auxilium, ſubſidium, aut 
annam vel certam pecunie fammand} vc alia onern quecumque quocumque nomine aut forma concedantur 
n. :cancedi contigerint nohia, heredibus aut ſucceſſoribus noſtris regibus Anglie, per communitatem noſtri 
Angle, ze per cives et hutgenſes civitatum et burgorum ejuſdem regni, aufioritate parkamenti five com- 
munis confilis, - aut aliter quovismodo, et ex quacumque urgente cauſa, nobis ſive; heredibus vel ſucceſſori- 
bal noſtxis,} concedi, preſtari, aut conferri ullo modo, quod Fuper moderacione, taxacione, ordinacione, 
AMicſhone,. calleRtione, levacione, recepcione, et percepcione omnium et ſingularum tive. alieujus aut ali- - 
Semen bvjulmodi quintarum quintarum, decimarum, quotarum, taxarum, auxiliorum, ſubſidiorum, aut 
ine c pecunie ſumme cujuſcumelie, vel alicujus inde parcell', aut aliorum onerym/quorumcum- | 
e uullus aut nulli commiſſionariorum, moderatorum, aſſeſlatorum, ordinatorum, vel taxatorum, I vl 
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The oath of the chapman of the Gild i e. the 48 or common- 
councel. Is that they-ſhall duly keep the lawful cuſtoms of the Gild, 
and vote with them of the Gild, whether they dwell in the borough 
or biſhop's fee. & G. 

The oath of the Recorder is written by a different hand, and is 
verry ſhort: the purport of which is that he ſwears to do equal 
juſtice to the poor and rich. 

The Conſtable's oath is like that given now. In which he ſwears 
to give © true othe unto the wachman.” 

That the © ffree-borowe (Third-borough) beſides the uſual part 
of his office he was to warn the watchman for the night. 

The © Clark (Town-Clerk) and Sargeant ” were ſworn to ſecrecy ; 
and to be true and faithful officers to their © Maſter the Mayer for 
his yeare being, and to his deputy in his abſens.” 

Such were the oaths and the nature of ſome of them, adminiſtered 
about this time, reſpectively, to the members and officers of the 
corporation of Leiceſter. I have inſerted them for their antiquity. 
They are written illegibly ; but where I have conceived words not 
correctly tranſcribed, I have given the meaning in a parentheſis. 

I have met with no oath adminiſtered to the Bailiff who, as I obſery- 
ed before, claims high antiquity. The corporation are addreſſed as a 

body 


difto com? Leyc', pro corpore ejuſdem com' aſſignat' ſive aſſignand* in ea parte, de cetero aſſignetur 
five aſhgnentur per commiſhonem regiam noſtri, hered* aut ſucceſſorum noſtrorum, five per aliud man- 
datum regni quodcumque, ad moderand', taxand', ordinand', five aſſidend' aliquem five aliquos burgenC, 
commorantes ſive inhabitantes aut reſidentes infra villam five burgum predi& et ſuburbia ejuſdem, pro 
bonis, catalles, terris, ten', aut rebus ſuis, infra villam five burgum predict“ aut ſuburb” ejuſdem ad tunc 
exiſten”, five ex tunc exiſtere contingen', cum hundredis, burgis, villis, villatis, terris, ten', et hamelettis, 
perſons, bonis, catallis, terris, aut ten', infra dict com“ Leyc? exiſten', ut parcell' oneris ejuſdem com? - 
contributor* five onerand'; ſed volumus, ordinamus, et tenore pteſencium, quantum in nobis eſt, pro no- 
bis, heredibus ac ſucceſſoribus noſtris, ſlabilimus, ac per preſentes concedimus, prefatis nunc major; et bur- 
genſ* ville five burgi predict, et ſucceſſoribus ſuis, quod prefatus major ejuſdem ville five burgi nunc exiſ- 
tens, ac ſinguli ſucceſſores ſui, major ibidem pro tempore exiſten', et qui exnunc pro tempore fuerit, ac 
quatuor probĩ ores, diſcreciores et ſagaciores burgenſes ejuſdem, eidem majori pro tempore exiſtenꝰ aſſoci- 
and', per nos, heredes ac ſucceſſores noſtros pro temqore exiſten', per commiſſionem regiam, de tempore 
in tempus, cum hujuſmodi caſus evenerit, aut conceſſiones hujuſmodi fieri contigerint, in premiſſis aſſig - 
nentur; et poteſtatem ac auftoritatem de cetero imperqetuum babeant infra villam ſive burgum preditt', ad 
ordinand', moderand', taxand', et afſidend', per ſcipſos, majorem, et quatuor diſcreciores viros ville five 
| burgi 


— 
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body by the names of Mayor Bailiffs &c. altho' there is but one 
Bailiff: this officer is called the king's Bailiff, and was, prior to the 
office of Mayor, called the earl's Bailiff. He holds his place for 
life and is choſen alternately by the earls of Huntingdon and the 
24 aldernien. The Huntingdon family obtained this privilege from 
James the firſt. The office whatever it might have been, is now, in 
a great meaſure, honorary ; excepting that the Gentleman who holds 
it is returning officer, in conjunction with the Sn at pleftions 
for Members to ſerve in parliament. 


. 1488, Thomas Davy was Mayor and erved till 
1490, then Roger Trigg. 
1491, Milliam Gibſon. 
1492, Thomas Swicke. 
1493, Robert Crofte. 


1494, Thomas Snarſte, f 
1495, Andrew Langton. 


1496, William Rawlet. 
1497, Richard Gilliot. 
1498, William Migſtone till 
1500, Milliam Gibſon. 


1501, Roger Trigge. 
1502, 


burgi predict fic aſhgnand', ex commiſſione regia, ſeparatos a commiſſionar corporis difti com Leyc- 
- exnunc aſſignand* ſuper et in ſingulis hujuſmodi conceſſionibus, oneracionibus, et preſtacionibus quintarum 
decimarum, decimarum, quotarum, taxarum, auxiliorum, ſubſidiorum, aut alterius contribucionis vel one- 
ris cujuſcumque, nobis, hered* aut ſucceſſoribus noſtris fiend?, et quibuſlibet inde parcel, omnes et ſingu- 
los burgenſ, reſidentes, commorantes et inhabitantes ville five burgi illius et ſuburbia ejuſdem pro tempore 
exiſten', pro rata et porcione ſua bonorum, cattallarum, terrarum, et ten' ſuorum, mfra villam five burgum 
ul contingen' de jure contributorum et onerabil', taxand* five apporcionand* vel aſſidend', videlicet, ad 
quamlibet integram quintam decimam et decimam, viginti et unam libris, taxa ejuſdem ville nobis et here. 
dibus noſtris ſolvend* ultra ſummam centum et treſdecim ſolidorum et quatuor denariorum, pro taxa ville 
five burgi illius in ſingulis ſolucionibus hujuſmodi deducend', et eiſdem burgenſibus, ac eorum collectoribus 
inde deputand* allocand?, prout villa five burgus prediQ” antiquitus fit contribuere et taxari, ac in deduQtione 
ſua preditta exonerari aut allocari haftenus pro parte et porcione ejuſdem ville five burgi conſuevit cum 
. dio corpore tocius com* Leyc“ ſupradifti, dum eidem corpori ipſius com Leyc' in colletione et folu- 
cione ſua contributor? fuit, Et volumus ac ordinamus quod nos, hered* ac ſucceſſores noſtri, ac quilibet 
n'rm ſingulas commiſhones noſtras majori et quatuor diſcrecioribus burgenſibus difte ville fiye burgi pro 
tempore exiſten*, pro ſingulis talibus taxacionibus, deputacionibus, et nominaciombus collebtorum infra vil- 


* 
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1502, Witham Friſty. 
1503, | Jon Norrice. 
1504, Robert Orton. 


I. At a Com'n hall halden at Leiceſtr the 21ſt day of 6 
che 21ſt yere of o'r Sov'aign King Henry VII. It is agreed Stab- 
lyſhed & affarmed & gyfted by Robt. Orton then Mair of che ſaid 
Towns his brethren & the 48 in the name of on hole un, of the 
ſame Towne: to free Will'm Ceyton.” 

of the Black ffrerys of Leic' bey ing that tyme and to all his 
Succeſſors for ever the Paſture of 2 kye in o'r commynalte callyd 
ye kowe hey to be as free as any of us w'thout lete ympedyment 
of eny of us for the which he gaffe us xxs and he and his howſe 
to pray forus forever In Witneſs of the ſame we gyffe unto hym 
& his howſe o'r ſeale of office. there beying Chamberlens Will'm 
Mellow & W'm Burgen.“ (Corporation Records.) 

1505, Richard Reynold., 

1506, John Woze. 


2507, Waller Maye. 
1508, Miles Lambert. "= | 
Y | The 


lam five burgum ill' deputand* dirigi faciemus exequendas ; ita quod de cetero imperpetuum ville five bur- 
gus predi&, ac omnes et ſinguli majores, burgenſes, reſident', commorantes, et inhabitantes ejuſdem et 
ſuburb” inde de ſolucione quinte decime et decime predict, et aliarum conceſſionum, preſtacionum, et con- 
tribucionum prediet, cum aliis villis, burgis, villatis, hundredis, hamelettis, et locis de corpore ditti com- 
Leyc', pro porcione ſua inde quocienſcumque evenerit contribuend* nullatenus oneretur aut onerentur, 
ſet pro eadem porcione ſua ville five burgi illius ad ſummam ſupradictam, et pro parte rate ſue ejuſdem, 

ultra deduccionem prediftam, per moderatores, taxatores, et aſſeſſores predittos ville five burgi illius per 
nos, heredes et ſucceſſores noſtros, reges Anglie pro tempore exiſten', ut premittiur, tantummodo aſſig- 
nand', onerentur et taxentur ; ita quod per aliquos commiſhonarios, afſeſſores, ſive taxatores de difto comꝰ 
Leyc', ſeu aliquos alios generales commiſſionarios noſtros infra regnum noſtrum Anglie exiſtent', ordinari 
aut nominari contingent”, pro corpore difti com* Leyc' ſeu alibi deputand' five allignand', extra vilam 
five burgum ill', aliquomodo non taxentur, aſſidentur, aut ſolvere vel aliquo modo onerari conantur vel 
diſtringantur ſeu occ'onentur ; quodque diQi major et ceteri contaxatores, moderatores, aleffores, et ordi- 
natores infra villam five burgum ill et ſuburb”, inde pro tempore de cetero exiſten', per nos, heredes et 


ſucceſſores noſiros, ut premittiur, aſſignati et aſſignand', per ſe, diviſi ab allis commiſſionariis de corpore 
digi com* Leyc', tant” et tales ſufficientes colleftores quintarum, decimarum, quotarum, taxarum, auxili- 


- orum, ſubſidiorum, et eujuſcumque ulterius oneris et contribucionis, et parcell' eorumdem, infra villam 


five bargum predict, et ſuburb' ejuſdem, nobis, heredibus aut ſucceſſoribus noſtris, pertinen* et pertinere 
8 quando et quociens caſus bujufinod: conceſhonum inde colligendi el levandi evenerit ſeu conti- 


gerit, 
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The margin of the Rev Mr Topp's book (from whence the names 
of the Mayors are taken, excepting ſome few at the beginning) ſays, 
-- againſt this Mayor's name, © All afore written.and examined by very 

old records", The reaſons which may be aſſign'd for the liſts of Ma- 
yors of Leiceſter, which are in the poſſeſſion of many people, not 


perfectly agreeing at the beginning, are firſt, ſome of them may hive 
been kept from the date of the year they have been choſen, and 
others from the date of the year 5 But the more probable 


reaſon 


gerit, pro quibus reſpondere voluerint, nominate, deputare, aſſignare, ordinare, aut onerare, valeant et 
debeant, ac de eotum nominibus, quotiens-fic fieri contigerit, de tempore in tempus, nobis, heredibus et 
ſucce ſſoribus noſtris, in ſcaccarium noftrum aut alibi, prout per conceſſione hujuſmodi fieri contingent, per 
ſeipſos ſolos et div iſos ab alis commiſſionariis corporis dif com” Leyc' ſub eorum hgils debite ecrtificent ; 
et quod ſinguli preditti colleQres difte ville five burgi, ſic de tempore in tempus, quociens et quando no- 
minati, deputati, ordinati, aut onerati fuerint in forma predicta, in hujuſmodi caſu de cetero non oneren- 
tur cum collettoribus corporis difti com* Leyc' in aliquo modo, nec de pluribus aliis five majoribus ſam. 
mis in compotis ſais cum dictis colleftoribus de corpore dith com' Leyc' reſpondeant, ſet quod ipſi collec- 
tores infra dictam villam five burgum de cetero, in forma prediQa, ut premittiur, deputand* et nominand', 

de tantis et talibus ſummis, unde dift villa five burgus, ac ſinguli burgenſes, commorantes, inhabitantes, 

ac reſidentes ibidem, et ſuburb* inde pro fe a dicto corpore predicti com* Leyg? divis' pro rata et onere 
ejuſdem burgi, prout caſus eveniet, onerari aut aſſidi per diftos aſſeſſores infra villam five burgum predict, 
per ſe, ut premittiur, aſſdend* onerabunter, et a quibuſcumque colleftionebus, contributionibus, et ſoluti- 
onibus ſuis, cum colleforibus de et pro corpore dith eom* Leyc', et aliis collectoribus quibuſcumque extra 
villam five burgum predif deputand', fint exnunc imperpetuum. penitus ſeperati, diviſi, et onerati, licet 
ipſi burgenſes ſive inhabitantes infra dict villam five. burgum et ſuburb”, inde per commiſſionarios de cor- 
pore dia” com Leyc' exnunc quovis modo cum collettoribus ejuſdem com' deputentur aut deputari conti- 
gerint. Concedimus eciam majori, burgenſꝰ, et ſucceſſoribus ſuis predidtis, quod nullus burgenſis reſidens 
ville five burgi qui nunc eſt, et exnunc fore contigerit, de cetero non fiat nec fit aut oneretur fore collec- 
tor aliquorum premiſlorum in aliquo loco five aliquibus locis infra diftum com* Leyc', ſeu alibi extra vil- 
lam five burgum prediQ aut ſuburb? inde exiſtenꝰ, per aliquos commiſhonarios de dicto corporatione pre- 
dicti com' Leyc', ſeu aliquos alios extra villam five burgum ill' deputand', aſſignand', aut nominand', ra- 
tione aliquorum bonorum, catallorum, terrarum, aut tenem' ſuorum in difto com'. Leyc', ſeu alibi extra: 
villam five burgum predi&” et ſuburb”, inde exiſten' aut exiſtere contingen' ; ſet quod ipſi burgenſes et 
eorum ſinguli, ac eorum heredes et ſucceſſores, et eorum quilibet burgenſ' ville five burgi predi&t exnunc 
imperpetuum, tenore et auttoritate preſencium, de cetero et de tempore in tempns de ſingulis hujuſmodi 
colleftoribus ſuis, ac omnibus et ſolucionibus ratione ditt collectionum contingen in difto com Leyc', 
ſeu alibi extra villam five burgum predict', in hac parte penitus erga nos et heredes noſtros exonerati et 
quieti exiſtant, et eorum quilibet exiſtat. Eo quod expreſſa mencio de vero valore annuo premiſſorum, 
aut de alus donis fave conceſſionibus per nos, proge nitores five predeceſſores noſtros, eiſdem majori et bur- 
genſibus ante hec tempora fattis in preſentibus,, fafla non exiſtit, aut aliquo ſtatuto, athu, ordinacione, five 
reſtritlione, in contrarium premiſſorum; fatt', 3 edit', five proviſ, aut aliqua alia, re, cauſa, ſeu 
materia quacumque in aliquo non obſtante. In cujus, &c. T. R. apud Weſtm' quarto die Marci, 

Per ipſum regem, et de dat Kc. pro treſdecim ſolidis et quatuor denariis ſolut' in hanaperio. 
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reaſon for the difference may be accounted for another way. At 
the commencement of this body Corporate, that regularity and or- 
der of conducting buſineſs could not be expected as at preſent: it 
was unlikely that they ſhould keep a complete record of their tranſ- 
actions when learning was confined to a few individuals, and when 
neceſſity had not urged the meaſure. Hence originated the office of 
Town Scribe or Town Clerk. 

It may be noticed alſo that the office of Mayor was an eaſy tranſi- 
tion from that of Bailiffs or Bailiff; it paſſed thro' only one appella- 
tion, that of elderman or alderman ; who preſided over the affairs 
of this Town only about fifteen years; that is from 1233 to 1248. 
They all three were nearly one and the ſame office till ſubſequent 
charters, or grants from the Crown, had made the office of Mayor 
riſe to its preſent dignity, power and conſequence. It may be juſt 
neceſſary: to obſerve by way of ſhewing the gradual riſe. of the go- 
vernment of corporate towns, that the office of Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, before the conqueſt by the Normans, was called Portreve, or 
Portgreve ; which, in the ſaxon language, ſignifies a governor, or 
ruler of a Port, City, or Foreſt, and it continued fo till the reign of 
Richard the firſt, who inſtead of a Portreve appointed them two Bai- 
lifs. King John changed the office ſoon after to that of Mayor. 
Thus we ſee that the officer of large towns, in whom was repoſed a 
truſt not diſſimilar to Mayors, has been long appointed. As to local 
grants and charters they were given in a great extent ſo far back a 
in Edward the confeſſor's time, who uſed a great broad ſeal for that 
purpoſe. 

1 509, | Richard Heire, was Mayor the firſt of 


HE NRY, VIIL (a). 


1510, 3 William Wigfon till. 


1512, Richard Gillott. 
1519, Richard Reynld, 
15 14, | \ Thomas Burton. 


. 
--() This king obtained the title of defender of "A ah by writing a "a8 againſt Luther. 


THE HISTORY Lux. vm} 


1515, Thomas Cotten. 
1516, John Reyde. 
1517 Romas Smith. || 
1518, + Richard Weſton, | 
1519. Milliam Bartlett. 


The following is without a date, written iegibly, 
By the kinge henry v111. . 
* Truſty and welbeloued, we grete you well, and for afmoche as 
we for divers conſideracions, us moeving, intende to have alman 
perſonnes, reſident within, and or here afterw'ds to be reſident in- 
habitants and abiding w't'in that aur Towne off leceſter, and the 
liberties ther off, hable to do unto us ſervis of warrs, when the caſe 
{hall require, to be at the leading and conducting of aur right truſty 
and welbeloued counſeller, the lorde Haſtyngs, ſteward of aur ſaid 
towne. We therfer woll and command you and any of you that 
ye in no wiſe ſuffer any of the ſaid perſonnes to bee taken by any 
man perſon, or perſnes what ſo ere they bee; or reteigned to any of 
them, but that they bee allwayes in aredynes and forth comying to 
give attendannces upon aur ſaid counſeller to do unto us ſervis of 
warr, when we ſhall geve unto yme commandement in that behalf, 
any aur placart or other aur — of commiſſions or comandement 
maide or to be maide to the contrary thereoff not w't' ſtanding, and 
that ye faile not thus to do, as ye entend to pleaſe us, and woll 
the contrary. Given under ye ſignet of aur houſe of Eſthampſted 
The xvii day of July.” (Corporation Records.) 
1520, Milliam Wig ſion, 
1521, Robert He eſwer, 
1522, Milliam Balt. 
1523, Richard Reynold. 
1524, Richard Staples. 
1525, Edward Beeze. 
1526, © John Weſtes. 
1527, Thomas Burton. 
1528, Robert Gilliot. 
1529, Thomas Bett. 
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l ee eee ee Cardinal Wolſey died at 
Leiceſter Abby (a). 
N 1531, Nicolas Reynolds. 


1532; 


John Burton. This year the compa- 


ny of Shoe-makers, of 10 purchaſed the prayers of the re- 
nene of the Houſe of the Auguſtine Friars, on condition of their 
paying them ten billings per annum, excluſive of their uſual offer- 


ings and duties. 


1545s 


Chriſtopher Clowſey. 
Wilham Bolt. 
Thomas Burton. 
Roger Gilliot. 


Randolph Wood. 


Wilham Pratt. 


Richard Reynold. Leiceſter Abby 
Robert Gadſbey. 


ſuppreſſed( o). 
Hugh Aſton. 


Thomas Creſſye. 


Chriſtopher Clowſey. 
William Oplif. 
Robert Cotten. 


ce Os William foxby having fallen aſleep, . ale not be awaked | 


by pinching and burning, till after 14 days; and when awaked was 
found, in all points, as if he had ſleep butt one night.” (c) 


1546, 
en 


Robert Maye. 
ne Wood. The Urlt of 


| EDWARD VI. 


| 21548, 


. 1549, 
1550, 


John Gettys. 
Nicholas Reynolds. 
Nobert Nerucombe. 


At a common hall it was agreed by the Mayor, MAG and 
Common Council-men © That er man having any Cattel goyng 


Leiceſter, 


ts or 


(a) See Seftion the third. (5) Ibid, (c) In the eto dan c it fe Mayor of 
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or Paſturyng within the Cohey ſhal fynde yerly when nede ſhal re- 
quyre a Man to worke a days worke about the ſame for the fencyng 
and ſafe kepeyng of the ſame Paſture.“ It appears alſo by this a- 
greement, that thoſe who refuſed were to pay 6d for every beaſt, 
and the Chamberlains of the Town, for the time being, were empow⸗ 
ered to hire men and ſet them at work 1 in reparing and ditching the 
ſaid Cowhey. (a) un 
1551, Thomas Willcox. i 2300 e 
1332 | Nicholas Heyrick. 

A very memorable tranſaction took place about this time which 
deſerves particular notice : namely, the gifts, or Charity of Sir Tho- 
mas White, whoſe philanthrophy extended far and near. That 
portion of his benevolence which T am about to ſpeak of is but a 
part of his great goodnels to his fellow creatures. | 

The following is a conciſe account of the charity of Sir T. White, 
Ent: reſpetting this place, which I publiſhed th in the Leiceſterſhire 
Memoirs in 1777. 

Ix the year 1700, four oed which? were included in this 
gift, preferred a bill in Chancery againſt the City of Coventry, re- 
ſpecting the improved eſtates of that gentleman's donation ; and as 
numbers in Leiceſter have experienced the happy effects of his boun- 
ty, I have judged it neceſſary to give my readers ſome account of 
its riſe and progreſs, not doubting but it will be acceptable. V 

Sir Thomas White was a citizen of London, and belonged to the 
company of Merchant Taylors; and in the year 1546, did, from a 
noble intention, pay into the hands of the Mayor'and commonali- 

ty of the City of Coventry, fourteen hundred pounds, to purchaſe. 
lands, the rents of which were to be paid to Sir Thomas during 
| the 
; (a) "OG og Records, 

Another order of Hall in the 5th year of Edward the VIth. Signed by 47 members of the Corpora- 
tion ſays, that no perſon in Leiceſter: or its ſuburbs ſhall put i into the Cowhew more than © tow kye a pece 
& for lack of tow kye to. put in a Cow and a Hey ford or zow Calves, called hey ford Calves" and they 
to be his own ; and neither x-Calf, Ox nor Stere was to be put.into the ſaid Paſture. A freman might 
kire, if he had none of his own, A milch Cow ; but he was reftrified from borrowing a Cow under co- 


lour, . * of ng 28 6d for the firſt offence ; the ſecond 5% and the third the Ser of his 
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the remainder of his life, and then to be applied as under. The 
purchaſe brought him in annually 7ol. and he dying in the year 
1556, his Will directed that there ſhould be given out of it, firſt to 
twelve poor men of the city of Coventry forty ſhillings, per year, 
each, free gift; next he willed forty pounds of the reſidue to four 
young men of the ſame place, tradeſmen. 10l. each, for nine years, 
without intereſt, provided they were free of the ſame city, and gave 
ſecurity. When the nine years were expired, his will directed that 
the ſaid truſt were to pay yearly twenty pounds each, to two young 
men, free of Coventry, to be continued for go years, each holding 
the money for nine years as before, without intereſt. And at the 
expiration of that time they were to pay one other freeman of Cov- 
entry forty pounds for nine years, without intereſt, and ſo on as 
before, for ever. In the ſecond year, after the expiration of the thir- 
ty years, it was alſo ordered that they were to pay to the Town of 
Northampton, forty pounds, the Corporation of which was directed 
to lend the ſame to four young freemen, inhabitants of that place, 

ten pounds each, for nine years, as in the firſt inſtance, and ſo on to 
other four young men for ever. In the third year, after the expi- 
ration of the thirty years, they were alſo ordered to pay forty pounds 
to the Town of Leiceſter, to be diſpoſed of in the ſame manner as that 
at Northampton. In the fourth year the ſame ſum and in the like 
manner to Nottingham. And in the fifth to Warwick. And the 
ſixth to Coventry, where the whole forty pounds were then to be 
paid to one freeman of the City, for nine years, and ſo on for ever. 
It was willed that no perſon was to have it twice; and to be paid 
in, one month after the deceaſe of the principal. The perſon to 
whom the money is lent, ſhould be choſen without partiality. 

The eſtate being vaſtly improved in the year 1700, the Corpora- 
tions preferred a bill in Chancery for an equitable: diſtribution of 
the improved rents, which upon hearing was given againſt the Cor- 
porations ; but they, not being ſatisfied with this deciſion, brought 
their claim before the houſe of Lords, the enſuing year; when it 
was ſettled to their advantage. It happened, upon examining the 
An un ſettling the accouns in the year 1709, that the eſtate was 
ung improved 
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improved to the value of ſeven hundred and nine pounds, two ſhil- 
lings and two-pence. It was therefore ordered that for the firſt year, 
A. D. 1709, beginning at the 25th of March, the whole of the 7ogl. 
28. 2d. ſhould go to the City of Coventry, to be diſpoſed of to the 
purpoſe following, viz. to one hundred and twenty-one poor men, 
forty ſhillings each, and to one other poor man twenty-three ſhil- 
lings, in all 24g]. 38. to be given according to the deed of free · gift 
of the donor. And 421. 4s. 2d. to be put out in free loan accor- 
ding alſo to the donors intention, and the reſt was given to the Mer- 
chant Taylors Company, a certain portion to the Mayor, Recor- 
der, and Aldermen of Coventry; and a diviſion alſo of it to the 
Steward and town Clerk of that City ; the whole amounting to the 
ſum of 7ogl. 2s. 2d. This ſum the ſucceeding year, beginning the 
25th of March, was to be divided as follows ; To the City of Cov- 
entry, 243]. gs. to be given to poor men as before. To the Mer- 
chant Taylors, &c. 60l. 15s. To Northampton, 405l. 4s. 2d. the 
next year the like ſum to Lame ſo on each ſueceeding 1 to 
Nottingham & Warwick. 

The ſum now in the lt of the Mayor and Aldermen of t 
ter, or rather out at uſe, under their truſt, amounts to upwards 
of 11000 pounds, and is lent to tradeſmen, freemen of Leiceſter, in 
ſums of fifty and forty pounds; no perſon being allowed to have 
more than one fifty and forty during his life, and theſe ſums never 
at one time; no petition of that nature being complied with till af- 
ter the payment of the firſt loan. The Corporation of Leiceſter 
have been very careful that poſterity ſhould not ſuffer from their 
negligence or indulgence in lending this money upon hazardous 
ſecurity ; and I believe very few inſtances have happened detrimen- 
tal to the intereſt of ſucceeding generations. 

Some years ago, when the Corporation of Leiceſter built their 
new Exchange, they intended to have perpetuated the memory of 
this great Benefattor, by placing his ſtatue in a niche they left for 
that purpoſe, in the front of the ſame building; but whether the 
ſame expreſſive ſentiments of gratitude have not ſince prevailed, or 
ſome other more preventive caule has hindered its completion 1 

cannot 
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cannot determine. That the predeceſſors of this Body of Gentle- 
men poſſeſt the warmeſt ſenſe of the bleſſings, through his means, 
which have been given to the hand of induſtry here, the follow- 
ing lines will in ſome meaſure” teſtify.— They are written under his 
Arms, which are placed in the Town-Hall parlour, in Leiceſter, 
where are holden the Corporation courts of Aldermen and Com- 
mon- council. 

Lo! here a thin. a che royal fraught, 

With ſtore of wealth from whoſe rich ſides unſought, 

Plenty of metal hath been largely given, 

_ White's name, White's gifts, White's ſoul, White's ſaint in heaven; 
Whole Arms we (leaſt we ſhew ourſelves ingrate) 

Properly blazon'd here do celebrate: 

The which eternal monument ſhall be 

Of White's renown, to all poſterity. 

Die then, and rot, and ſtink, you hulks of ſhame, 

Who charg'd with wealth, have nothing but a name 

Of dying rich, whoſe tombs ſhall never ſpeak 

Your praiſe, one White ſhall all your AB break. 


1553, Nees Davenport. The firſt of 
M A R Y L 
1654. John Berridge. 
1535. Robert Jones. | | 
13356, Milliam Maubye. Thomas More, a 


huſband-man aged 24, was condemned to death by the ordinary, 
in St. Margaret's Church for ſaying, that his Maker was in Heaven 
and not in the Pix, and was burnt 1 in Leiceſter a few days after- 
wards. (a) 117887775 
$5 557, | | John Heyrick, 
1558, Robert Fletcher. The firſt of 


Aa ELIZABETH, 


(a) Fox's book of martyrs. 
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This year corn was fo dear yt people made bread of acorns 
which were ſold for 8d a ſtrike.” Wheat was gs a Buſhel,(a) Acorns 


at 8d a ſtrike then, according to the preſent value of money, n 
be worth as many ſhillings. 


1559, Thomas Stanford. 71 ' 
1560, Richard Darker. | 

1561, Thomas Hallam. 

1562, Milliam Reynolds. 


© The Tempeſt in Leiceſter 1362. (0) “ Ann 1362- g on the 16th 


of January, a great tempeſt of wind and thunder happened in the 
towne of Leiceſter, which uncoyered 411 bates of Houſes and over- 
turned, many. *(c) 


1563, Richard Davy, 


1564, Simon Nixe. 
21565, Thomas Fowler, 
1566, John Tatam. 
1567, Milliam Norris. 
1568, Milliam Mawbye. 
1569, James Clark. 


The following article in the churchwardens accounts for the 
pariſh of St Martin, in the year 1569, proves that a croſs ſtood 
formerly where that did which was lately taken down. © Payd 
to bodely for Caryinge y'e ſtones & Ramell away from where the 
Croſle ſtoode VIIId.“ The late Croſs was built in 1357, and 
taken down in 1773. It was a light handſome building and is re- 
preſented in the Plate, Page 62. Its fragments are now ſcattered 
in various parts of Leiceſter, ſerving for a variety of purpoſes. 


By far the greateſt portion of 1t, in one place, ſupports the dining- 
room, at the three Crowns Inn. 


1570, Nicholas Engliſh, 
1571, Milliam Gillot. 


1572, 
(a) In the margin of the liſt of Mayors, (8) ibid. (c) Stowe, | 


[112.J or LEICESTER. 3 
1572, Jom Heyrick. 


1573, Thomas Stanford. 
The Free School founded. (a) 
1574, John Tatam. 
1575, John Middleton. 
1576, Milliam Norris. 
1577. George Tatam. 
1578, Phillip Ffreake. | 
1579, Milliam Morton, By order of the 


Queen, ten ſoldiers were trained in Leiceſter, on account of the 
ſaid town. The expence 408. 5d. 


1580, George Tatam. 
1581, Phillip Ffreake. 
1582, William Morton. 


% At a Comon Hall Feb. 25 Eliz. William Morton 3 | 

Item y't y's agreed that he, that ſhal hereafter bee choſen to 
be Mayor (being a victualler) that then there ſhal bee Twoe of the 
Company that bee no victuallers Choſen according to the ſtatute 
in that caſe made and provided, (3 Henry 8) and to be ſworn with 
the Mayor to Aſſize the price of victual. And that the ſaid Mayor 
{hal not, without the conſent of the {'d two perſons, alter anye aſ- 
ſiſſe of victual or alter any meaſure.” 

In the Corporation Book, where I copied this from, follows ſe- 
veral inſtances noticed of 2 members of the body corporate being 
appointed and ſworn in to act, in that caſe, during the Mayoralty 
of a victuallar. The firſt ſhews which of the Clarks it was who lived 
at the Blue Boar Inn, when the diſcovery of Richard the third's 
money was made, and whoſe wife was murdered (See Page 61). 

* St Matthew 25th of Eliz. Tho's Clarke Mayor Elect. John 
Heyrick & William Morton appointed according to the ſtatute for 
aſſizing of Victuals.“ 

* St Matthew 29th of Eliz. Milliam Ludlam Mayor Elect. Mr 
John Tatam and Mr James Clark choſen according to the ſtatute 
for that he is a Butcher & an In-keeper.” 


When 
(a) Marginal note in the liſt of Mayors, See the preſent State. 


— 
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When Ralfe Chettle was Mayor Ele being a Baker and a Com- 
mon Brewer, two were choſen to act for him. 

When Thomas Nixe was choſen, being a F iſh-monger, two were 
appointed with him. 

And there are alſo two more inſtances in Elizabeth's reign. 

A letter from the Right Honourable George Earl of ana. 


don. 
„To my Loveing fiend Mr. Mayor of "FIMY AY 


Mr. Mayor foraſmuch as I have received 18500 from the Lords 
of her Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Conſell for the preſent 
ſupplying and putting in aredineſs her Majeſty's fforces heretofore 
Leuied within this her Majeſty's County of Leiceſter, And Where- 
as in the former orders and Proportions taken in my late Honour- 
able brothers time for the 500 trained Soldiers in this County levi- 
ed, the Town of Leiceſter was then charged with the furniſhing of 
forty Men viz. Twelve Calivers, four Muſkets, Eleven Bows and 
Aires Eight Carſlets and Pikes and five bills. Now their Lord. 
ſhips pleaſures are, that all the Bows and Arrows and Bills gene- 
rally muſt be refuſed, and Supplyed onely with Muſkets, So that 
then your Proportion is Twelve Calivers, Twenty Muſkets, and 
Eight Carſlets with Pikes, All which I require you and in her 
Majeſty's Name charge and command you forthwith to have in 
good readineſs, And withall to ſelect and make Choiſe of the forty 
Men to be very ſufficient and able Men and like to be Reſi ant and 
no Starters or Shifling perſons and preſently to ſee them Armed 
accordingly that I may have them ready at an hours warning to 
take the view of them myſelf, And ſo to deliver them over to ſuch 
as I ſhall appoint for the Aray'neing and ordering of them, And 
hereof I pray you not to fail. Given at my Manor of Aſhby-de- 


la-Zouch this 29th. day of Aprill 1598. 
Your Loveing F friend 


| GEORGE HUNTINGDON.” 

1583. Thomas Clark. 
1534s Robert Heyrick, | 
Charter 


[ELIZ» 1. or LEICESTER. 


Charter by Queen Eliz: about this time. 

Whereas our Borough of Leiceſter, in our County of Leiceſter, 
is a Borough very ancient and populous ; and from ancient times 
hath been a Borough incorporate ; and the inhabitants thereof, and 
their predeceſſors, have hitherto had and held divers Liberties, 
Franchiſes Priviliges and Immunities, as well on account of differ. 
ent preſcriptions & cuſtoms uſed in the ſaid Borough from time 
immemorial, as from donations and grants made by different of 
our progenitors, once Kings of England. —— (Which grants in- 
deed were not made to the inhabitants by the one uniform name. of 
a Corporation, but under various and different names, as fully ap- 
pears. from various charters and letters patent of our different pro- 
genitors, there afore time made & granted). And whereas our 
beloved ſubjetts, the Mayor and Burgeſſes of our Borough of Lei- 
ceſter, have moſt humbly beſought us; (in as much as we are wil- 
ling in this behalf graciouſly to extend to the ſaid Mayor and 
Burgeſſes our royal Favour and Munificence) and becauſe we, for 
the better government and improvement of the ſaid Borough, have 
vouchſafed by our letters patent, to ratify, confirm, make, conſti- 
tute, or create anew, the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes of the ſame 
borough into another body Corporate and Politic, by. the name of 
Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Borough of Leiceſter, with 
the addition and augmentation. of certain liberties for the public 
good as ſhall ſeem to be expedient : We therefore graciouſly ten- 
dering the improvement of the ſaid Borough, and willing that for 
the future, ſome certain and undoubted rule may be obſerved for 
maintaining the peace and good government of the people there- 
in; and willing that the ſaid Borough may for ever remain peace- 
ful and quiet, to the terror of evil doers and the praiſe of them 
that do well; and that our peace and other acts of juſtice may be 
obſerved there, without further hindrance ; and expecting, that if 
the Burgeſles of the ſame Borough and their ſucceſſors can boaſt 
of greater Honours, Liberties and Privileges from our ampler 
grant, that then they will feel themſelves more eſpecially and 


Bb ſtronger ' 
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ſtronger bound to execute all ſervices and duties which mall be 
incumbent on them to us our heirs and ſucceſſors. 
1 Judged i it neceſſary to give the above preamble of the following 
charter in a literal tranſlation, which ſhews, as I obſerved in page 
85, that bodies corporate have been matured by time. The — 
ter itſelf is long, the ſubſtance, or moſt Ellential part of which, 
as follows. 24 
Of our ſpecial grace and ere we will, ordain and grant, that 
the Borough of Leiceſter, for the time to come, is and ſhall be a 
free Borough in it ſelf; and that the Burgeſſes and their Succeſ- 
ſors, for ever, are and ſhall be by virtue of theſe preſents one bo- 
dy corporate and political in re facto et nomine, and a perpetual 
community of one Mayor two Bailiffs and Burgefles of the Bor- 
ough of Leiceſter, &c. and by the ſame name they have a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion. And that theſe, under the name of Mayor &c. 
may and ſhall be for ever perſons able and competent in law, to 
hold, receive, and poſſeſs lands, tenements, liberties, and privili- 
ges of whatever kind and degree, by them and their ſucceſſors in 
fee and perpetuity. After enumerating other powers, it gives them 
a common Seal, which Seal, at their pleaſure, they may deſtroy, 
change or alter. After confirming the ſubſtance of the foregoing . 
Charters by former Princes, reſpe&ing the choice of Mayor Alder- 
men and Common Council, it further wills that the Mayor Alder- 
men &c. ſhall have full power of granting and making, from time 
to time, ſuch laws and regulations as ſhall ſeem to them uſeful and 
ſalutary, for the good government of the inhabitants of the ſaid 
Borough: And for the better executing theſe our grants (it ſays) 
we aſſign nominate and make our beloved Thomas Clark, (a) 
lately Mayor of the ſaid Borough, to be the firſt and modern 
Mayor of this Borough, willing that the ſaid Thomas Clark ſhall 
continue in the office of Mayor, from the granting of theſe Pre- 
ſents, till the feaſt of St Matthew next following. And —_— wa 
ſaid feaſt ſome other Alderman ſhall be choſen into his office. 


i . — 


(a) Whoſe widow was . at the Blue Boar Inn. 
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alſo nominate and make Thomas Chettle, lately Alderman, and 
Jacob Andrew, (a) lately one of the 48, to be the two firſt mo- 
dern Bailiffs, to remain in the ſaid office till the feaſt of St Mat- 
thew. Here follows a liſt of the names of all the then Aldermen 
and Common Council. Theſe and their ſucceſſors are all by this 
renewing charter to continue in office during life ; unleſs in the 
mean time they ſhall be removed from their office, pro mala guber- 
nacione ſeu male ſe gerend' in ea parte aut aliqua alia cauſa rationa- 
bil: (for male goverment). It further empowers the greateſt part 
of the body Corporate to aſſemble and chooſe their new Mayor 
and other officers on St Matthew's day in the Gild, or any other 
convenient place within the Borough. In caſe the Mayor dies in 
his office or be removed from it for male practices; it alſo empow- 
ers the body Corporate to chooſe another within fourteen days. 
If an Alderman or Common Council die, or is removed, the va- 
cancy is to be filled up by the Mayor and Aldermen. Likewiſe 
(it ſays) we will and appoint Richard Parkins to be the firſt, or 
Modern Recorder of the fame Borough. And we will, likewiſe, 
that the Mayor Bailiff, and Burgeſſes chooſe a (Seneſcallum) Stew- 
ard, and we appoint Thomas Ward Gent. to be in office ſo long, 
as he ſhall conduct himſelf well. And we will that the Mayor &c. 
ſhall have a diſcrete perſon, who ſhall be called (communis clericus 
et prothonotarius) Town Clerk, and we appoint William Der- 


rick, Gent. to that office, And we will alſo that the Mayor &c. 


ſhall have in the Borough five officers, who ſhall be called (Servi- 
entes ad clavam) Serjeants at mace, for the executing of all arreſts 


maces ornamented with the arms of England. And we further 
will that the Mayor &c. they and their ſucceſſors, hold a court of 
record for the Borough at their Gild, on monday in every week; 
or oftener at their pleaſure, to take cognizance of all cauſes that 


fall under their juriſdiction. We moreover grant, that the Mayor 


(a) He has a curious inſcription to his memory, in St Martin's Chancel Leiceſter, 


proclamations &c. and to carry before the Mayor gilt or filver 


Recorder, 


2 
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Recorder, and four Aldermen, who were the laſt Mayois, reſpec. 
tively, to be juſtices of the peace. 
It appears by this Charter alſo, that the Mayar &c. ſhall not 
proceeq; to the trial of any murder or felony, or any other matter 
touching the loſs of life or member within the ſaid Borough; with- 
out, (it ſays,) our ſpecial mandate, It appears alſo that no per- 
ſon, not a freeman, could open a ſhop in Leiceſter for the ſale of 
merchandize, but thoſe that procured a ſpecial licence from the 
Mayor Bailiffs and Burgeſſes. It gives power alſo, as heretofore, 
to the Mayor &c. to exerciſe their juriſdiction over the Biſhop's 
Fee, St Leonard's the Newarck, and St Mary's, pariſhes(a). It 
appears alſo by this grant that much damage had been.done in 
the Town by malt kilns being erected within it: It therefore or- 
ders that no granary of that ſort ſhould be erected hereafter to be 
uſed, but what was thirty yards from. any building, under. the 
penalty of 6s 8d for every time it was uſed. For the better relief 
of the poor of the ſaid place, it grants a market for wool yarn 
and worſted, and other commodities on certain days heretofore 
uſed and appointed; And all fines amercements, tolls, &c. were 
to be uſed to the ſervice and maintenance of the poor within the 
Borough aforeſaid. It concludes with reinſtating them in all their 
lands, hereditaments grants, Charters &c. 
1585, James Clark. 


1586, James Ellis. 

The Corporation at this time ſold ſome conſiderable eſtates to 
purchaſe the Graunge. Of theſe tranſactions I have abſtratts from 
the Corporation Books from which I have drawn the following 
information; 

In a note of Remembrance or Rental of money *© Rec'd for the 
| yearly rent or Moytye or one half part of the Graunge near the 
town of Leiceſter which Francis Haſtings Eſq : holdith by leaſe of 


our among: Lady the Queens . for en years yet 
enduringe, 


— 


( a) On the wording of this part of the charter, the Judges have lately given an * chat they 
have only a concurrent power wich the county jullices, | 
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enduringe, and by him lately fold to the Corporation of the Town 
of Leyceſter for 600. is ſpecified that in 1585, 


. 


* The ſeveral Tenants owed 57 6 o 
Due at Lady-day 1586 and rec'd 47 6 8 
Rec'd for a meadow lett for four 
years Z 10 per Ann. 49 0 o 
Money Receyed being lent by the 24 and 48 towards the pay- 
ment of the {600 due to Mr. Fran. Haſtings. Item Receyved 
of certayne of the 24 the ſome of Lxxx/b. Item Receyved of cer- 
tayne of the 48 the ſome of xxxv/b.—— £115 o O 
In another note of remembrance, © Is payde to Mr Haſtings 
for all his right and eſtate, term of years in the ſayde moyte of 
half part of the Graunge, the ſome of £600.” The land &c. (a) 
ſold, mentioned in the note below amounted to Z 43 5 6s 8d, which 
Cc added 


(a) Fyrſt ſold to George Burbage of Ratcliff Huſbandman all the Lands Meadows Paſtures Woods 
Underwoods & Hereditaments whatſoever there, & elſewhere in his Occup'n by Indenture of the 
Rent of 151 8d for £200 © o. 

It'm Sold to Robert Heyne of Thruſſington huſbandman One Meſſ. or Ten't in Thrufſington w'th 
all Lands &c. to the ſame belonging now in the Occup'n of one Storer by "ns" r of the Rent of 
12] for £107 © 0. 

It'm Sold to Richard Orton of Leic'r Cowoyſor one Tenem't with the n at the High Croſs 
called the New Houſe in the Occup'n of John Wynterſcale by Indenture of the yearly Rent of 148 
for £ 20 © ©. 

It'm Sold to Myſtris Davye of Leic't Widow a little Cloſe or Croft in the pariſh of St, Margeret 
in her Occup'n of the Rent of 12d for (3 6s 8d. 

Itm Sold to Will'm Dakya of Leic'r Butcher one piece of Ground lying on the Backſide of his 
Houſe late Mr Darkers of the Rent of 5s for £10 © o. 

It'm Sold to the aforeſaid Richard Orton One Cloſe or Croft in the Occup'n of Rob't Johnſon 
Maſon by Indenture, and is lying in the late Pariſh of St. Peters of the yearly Rent of 10s £24 © o. 

It'm Sold to Will'm More of Leic'r Butcher one Meſſ. or Ten't w'th the Appurts in Apple. 
gate in the Pariſh of St. Nicholas, now in the Occup'n of Will'm Spencer by Indenture of the 
Rent of 20s for £24 © 0. 

It'm Sold to Robert Robards of Leic'r Tann'r One Meſſ. or Ten'te wth th' Appurts Seytuate 
in the North Gate between the Briggs in the Occuf of George Downes Waycor by Wr 
for certen Years yet to come of the yearly Rent of 145 for the ſome of (31 © ©. 

Ibm Sold to John Harryce of Humb'ſton Gate One *enemente w 'th the Appurts in Belgrave 
Gate lately in the Occup'n of one Peter Kynder and now of one James Cooper of the Rent of 


6s 8d for £16 © ©. 
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added to the £115 lent by the members of the Corporation, makes 
a ſum within fifty pounds of the purchaſe money. 

Another note of Remembrance particularizes the expences of 
Counſel charges in London. The loan of money &c. with the 
{600 paid to Mr Haſtings which amounts in the whole for the 
moity of the Graunge to Z 627 35 8d.(a) 

It may be neceſſary to continue here what reſpetts the Town of 
Leiceſter, and the South Fields, from abſtracts I have ſeen. 

Villa Leiceſt'r Circa Ann. 1592. 

* Firſt the Queens Majeſtys Gift of Lands and Tenem'ts in Fee 

Farm to the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the Town of Leiceſt'r ( the 


greateſt part whereof being Candle Rent) is of the yearly Rent of 
£137 135 743-4. 

Alſo her Majeſty hath freely given unto the ſaid Mayor and 
Burgeſſes a Leaſe in Reverſion of the Graunge for one and thirty 
Years, the rent thereof yearly reſerved is £ 32 os 6d. 

Part of which ffee farm is imployed as followeth, viz. 

Firſt Whereas we did pay unto Stephen Harvye for his Moytye 
of the Leaſe of St. John's & Leonard or near Leic'r in ready mo- 
ney the ſum of 170 We did afterwards Aſſure unto Geo. Tatam 
his parten' in the ſaid Leaſe for the other Moytye thereof (in lieve 
of the like ſum of 170l) Lands and Tenem'ts in fee farm hereaf- 
ter particularly mentioned of the yearly rent of £1 16s 6d. 

Alſo there is Aſſured unto Richard Archer in fee farm, in con- 
ſideration of a Leaſe, and of his Travel about the Towns ſuite, 
and entering divers things into our Book of fee farm Lands and 


Tenem'ts hereafter Particularly mentioned of the yearly rent of 


£4 145 4d. 
Alſo the ſaid Archer hath in his hands of the Townes 1C. wich | 


they pay Intereſt for. 


— 


Alſo there is aſſured unto gran Tatam & Thomas Clarke for 


them to Sell in * Farm in Conſideration of paying £600 of the 
Towns 


(a) I faw in a little article of expencerabout this buſineſs ( P'd br yer ns given to the Adi: 
s O o 6d”, 
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Towns Debt, Lands & Tenem'ts (hereafter particularly mentioned) 
of the yearly rent of £20 2s 8d. 

Alſo there is Sold out to divers perſons, Lands & Ten'ts in fee 
farm, hereafter particularly mentioned for the ſum of £303 139 
44 being of the yearly rent of £22 gs 8d. 

The Total ſum of the yearly 4 — before mentioned is £48 
175 2d. 

The Total ſum received for the Lands & Tenem'ts before- men- 
tioned Sold in fee farm is £9og 13s 44. 

16 April g1ſt of Eliz. 1589. The Corporation purchaſed of 
Wightman 2 Yard Land. 

22 Nov'r 36 Eliz. 1594. They purchaſed Archers 2d. Yard 
Land. 

7th Feb. 1613. They purchaſed of Sr. Wm. Smythe and Hum- 
phrey Smythe in Conſ'n of £1000—All that Grange near the Bo- 
rough of Leiceſter with the Appur'ts. Alſo all that Cloſe called 
Goſling Crofte or Goſling Cloſe with the Appurt's in the Borough 
& Fields of Leic'r togather with the Tack (animal & Porcorum) 
of Beaſt and Swine depaſtured in Cowhey and Southfields Leic'r. 
And all other Comodities to the ſaid Grange belonging, alſo the 
Newark Mills, Gooſe Holme & fiſhery &c. alſo a Tenement in 
the South Gate the Land Swann & Bead-houſe Meadow &c. Par- 
cel of the late Colledge of the Newark, And alſo all and Singular 
&c. as fully freely and wholly and in as large ample Manner and 
Forme as the ſame Premiſes were given and granted to Francis 
Morris and Francis Phillips and by them ſold to the ſaid Sr. W'm 
Smythe and Humphrey Smythe. 16 y'd Land. 

6th Sept'r 1622. The Corp'n purchaſed of Mr. Wadland half a 
Yard Land which with the above mentioned makes the 20 Yard 
Land and a half i in the South Fields belonging to the Corpora- | 
tion.” 

It ſeems that to accompliſh theſe great purchaſes a 88 of 
the Corporation was formed to ſell in Fee Farm a vaſt property in 
the Town of Leiceſter only. From which I ſhall notice ſuch things 
only which ſeem to me worthy of preſervation. | 

George 


— — —— — 


— — _— 
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George Tatam who appears to have been a leading Alderman 
in the Corporation about this time, had the value of {96 17s per 


annum In lue and full payment of 170 for his moitye of the leaſe 


of the lands &c. ſome time belonging to the late c e of St. 


John and St. Leonrd in or near Leiceſter.“ 

Richard Archer who was an active Burgeſs at this time had, in 
ſee farm, granted unto him Lands &c. worth £4 13s 4d per Ann. 
Among which was a Cloſe near St. James Chapel rent per ann. 46. 
A Cloſe near the Cow driſt 105, And a place called the Armztage 
(Hermitage). k; | 

Among other lands ſold at one time in fee farm (19 parcels). 
for {303 135 44, were the Houſes and Appurtenances called St. 
John's in Belgrave-gate. Houſes and Ground part of the Town- 
wall near the Angel. And St. Michael's church- yard, this was g1- 
ven to the then Town Clark, which appears from the deed below. 


Mr. Cobley of Leiceſter now owns it; the deed he favoured me 


with. 5 aui. 
Another 
(a) This Indenture made the Seaven and Twentyth Daye of Aprill in the three and Thirtith'yeere 
of the Raigne nf our Soveraigne Ladye Elizabeth by the grace of God of Englande Ffrance and Ire- 
lande Queene Defendor of the ffaythe &c. Betweene the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the Towne of Leiceſ- 
ter in the Countye of Leiceſter of the one parte and Wyllyam , Dethicke Town Clarcke of the ſame 
Towne of the other parte Wytneſlythe that the ſaide Mayor and Burgeſles for and in conſyderacon of 
the full Satysfactyon and payment of the ſaide Wyllyam for the makinge of manye and fondrye Wry- 
tings Conveyannce and Aſſureannce att dyvers tymes for and Abowte the onlye Affayors and. Conſyne, 
of the Corporacon of the ſaid Towne And for Dyvers other good cauſes and Conſyderacon's them the 
ſaide Mayor and Burgeſſes preſentlye moveinge Have uppon Condy con hereafter Expreſſed Graunted 
Bargayned Solde Enſeoffed and Confirmed And by theiſe p'ſents under and upon the Condycon here- 
after Expreſſed doe for them and theire Succeſſors Grannte Bargayne Sell Enſeoffe and Confirme unto 
the ſaide Will'm Dethicke his heires and Aſſignes One Parcell of Grounde or Crofte with th* appur- 
teenn'ce called Saynt Mychaells Chuthe Yarde Togeyther w'th one Lane att the Weſtende thereof Ly- 
inge and being togey ther in the p'iſhe of St. Peters in the Towne of Leiceſtt'r aforeſayde And ys 


nove in the tenure or occupacon of one Robertt Pylkynton or of his Aſſignes And y's parcell of the 


Lande and Poſſeſſyons of the Anncyent Duchie of Lancaſter and belonginge to the honor of Leiceſter 


in the ſaide Countye of Leiceſter And alſo all and everye the Woods Underwoods and trees growinge 


and being and to growe and bee in and uppon the p'my ſſes or anye parte or parcell thereof Togeyther 
w'th the Revercon and Revercon's of the p'myſſes and everye parte and parcell thereof And alſo all 
and everye the Rents Re ſved uppon the P'my ſſes as fullye freely and in as ample and Lardge manner 
and forme as our ſayde Soveraigne Ladye the Queene by her Ma'ieſts L'r'es Patent's Sealed with towe 
ſeveral Seales (viz.) her  Highnes greate Seale of Englande and the Seale of her Highneſ Duchie of 


Lancaſler 
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Another account ſays © the particulars of the Lands & Ten'ts 
of the yearly rent of {£20 2s 8d aſſured in fee farm to George Ta- 
tam, and Thomas Clark, in Lewe and payment of £600 of the 
Town's debt viz. after go years purchaſe ;” among which were pro- 
perty at Houghton, rent 6s 8d per ann.—Reyreſby, 175.—Hun- 
gerton, £1 105s.—Syſton Milnes with the holme, £9 6s 8d.—Thrul- 
ſington, 6s 84,—Seagrave, 2s.—Kirkby-Mallory, 6s 8d.— Belgrave, 
9s,—Counteſſthorp, 15 5d.—Hinckley, 155s.—Bromkinſthorp, 45.— 
St. Margeret's field, 1 155.—St. Margeret's Cow-paſture, 85.—A 
Houſe and Orchard called St. Jones, 145 8d.— Do. in North-gate, 
35,—dSt. George's Hall and Garden in Leiceſter, 6s 8d. (a) Otter 
land at Humberſton, 15.—In Humberſton-gate Leiceſter, 25. Two 
Crofts in Leiceſter, 26. Two pieces of meadow near Leiceſter 


called the ſhields, 16s.—Two acres & a Had-land of meadow near 


Burgeſs meadow, 135.—One acre ditto, 35 44.—A garden in St. 
Martin's pariſh, 15 44;—A Cloſe in Braunſton-gate, 55s.—Wye cloſe 
in ditto, 85,—Shawe's land and Eyre's land in St. Martin's pariſh, 
55,—A houſe called the Lion in High Street Lei. A Croft in 
Buxton-lane ; St. Margeret's pariſh, 15 44.—A Garden near the 
Talbot, 15.—In Weſt fields land, 2s 64.—Parradyſe in St. Mary's 
pariſh; 45 84,—A piece of land in Glenfield meadow, 64.—Chec- 
quer cloſe in St. Margeret's pariſh, 15.—In the ſame pariſh near 
the pinfold a cloſe, 135.—A Tenement &c. in St. Nicholas pariſh, 
6d.—Tenements on the Town wall and ditch near Satturdaye mar- 
ket, 21 1s 8d.” 

The greateſt part of the above were fold by Tatam, and Clark. 
At the end of which account it ſays. © The whole ſom rece'd in 
February 1592, of the ſaid Bargayne made by Tatam, and Clark 
before mentioned towards the payment of the ſaid £600 of the 

Dd 5 Townes 


Lancaſter bearinge date att Weſt'm the Seavententh daye of Februarye in the One and Thirtith Yeere 
of her Highnes Raigne (Amonngeſt other things) Dydd geve or grannte the ſame p'myſles unto them the 
ſaide Mayor and Burgeſſes and theire Succeſſors and Aſſignes for ever As by the ſaide L'res Patent's 
Amonngeſt other things more att Lardge dothe and maye appeyre &c. 


(a) St. George's Hall was adjoining to St. Martin's Church-yard at the eaſt end, I ſuppoſe it ſtood 


where Mr. Needham's houſe and the Queen's head ſtand. In the Chamberlain's accounts for 1594, it 
is ſaid to be in Holyrood-lane, Now Town Hall lane. 
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Townes debt is £556 8s 4d, a certain rent reſerved for the uſe of 
the Corporation for ever.” 

Then follows other property fold 3 in fee farm, reciting ſome ar- 
ticles noticed above which appear not to have been ſold then, tho' 
mentioned. Theſe are in number upwards of thirty in Leiceſter ; 
ſeveral of which are noticed page 26 of this Hiſtory. 

The note below is from the Corporation records, and is expla- 
natory of the above. (a) SEE 
1587, Milliam Ludlam. 
1588, George Norrice. 

This year the Spaniſh Armada was defeated ; previous to which 
an order from government appeared to demand 40 Soldiers from 
this Town. At a common: Hall the 17th of May, (for the purpoſe 
of raiſing theſe men, which were to be ready and furniſhed with 


every 


(a) The Corporation was in poſſeſſion of the Grange Lands ab't the year 1585 by virtue of a Demiſe 
from Queen Elizabeth, and in 1587 they Mortgaged half the ſaid Lands for £400. 

Theſe Lands were demiſed by Q. Elizabeth to Fr. Haſtings Eſq. and by him Aſſigned to the Mayor 
& Burgeſſes the 24th day of June in the 27th year of Eliz. as is recited in the ſaid Deed of Mortgage. 

In 1593, It was agreed that the Tennants of the Grange ſhall be diſmiſſed and the Jann to place 
other Tennants for the beſt Profit & Comoditie for the Town, 

In the year 1594 the Corporation granted a Leaſe to Edm'd Hawke and others of part of the Grange 
for 11 years. And alſo Leaſe to Rob't Pilkington of other part thereof for nine yeats & 1-2. 

In 1600 the Mayor Bayliffs and Burgeſſes granted a Leaſe to Mr. Parkins and others of a Far gr of 
the Grange Lands &c. under the following Proviſo: 


Provided always, that if the ſaid Mayor Bayliffs & Burgeſſes &c. at any time during the ſaid Terme 
ſhal be minded to convert the ſame Premiſes or any part thereof into Paſture or otherwiſe to imploy the 
ſame for the general benefitt & behoofe of all the Inhabitants being freemen of the ſaid Borough of Lei- 
ceſler And to and for that end and purpoſe the ſaid Mayor &c. ſhal give notice & warning thereof in 
Writing under their hands and Com'on Seale unto the ſaid Richard Parkins &c. three months before at 
the leaſt, Then it ſhall and may be lawfull, for the ſaid Mayor &c. to re-enter and the ſame to have 
again &c. any thing in theſe Preſents conteyned to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

There are a number of rules and orders made by the Corporation from time to time, reſpefting theſe 
fields; which ſhew that the members of that body, about this time, were ſolicitous to preſerve inviola- 
ble the freeman's rights, or rather privileges: In all their tranſaftions theſe phraſes generally occur: 
Town's \Land's, Town's debt, Sc. 

The extracts above, which are from a large maſs of information, ſhew that the Corporation ſold pro- 
perty to a great amount, even almoſt all they were in poſſeſſion of, to purchaſe the fine eſlate they now 
enjoy ſouthward of Leiceſter, A property at this time which would be worth (at leaft) fifty thouſand 


pounds. They have alſo another tendency ; they point out to us ſome memorable places within and with- 
out the precinQs of the Borough, 
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every thing neceſſary at 5 days notice) it was agreed that every 
Alderman was to pay 13s 4d and for every one of the 48 {com- 


mon counſel) 6s 8d, and all the commons (towns men) were to be 
taxed towards the charges. © Mem. the Town of Leiceſter was 
charged with 40 Soldiers footman whih were preſt & ſet ffor the 
readye funnyſhed w'th Arms & Muny given under the leading of 
George Villiers Eſq.” (a) 

After the defeat of the Spaniſh mighty a armament, the Queen 
went to St. Paul's to return thanks to Almighty God; and every 
where there were general rejoicings. George Norrice, Mayor of 


Leiceſter, entertained, in the moſt ſumptuous manner, all the firſt 


Nobility and Gentry of the County at his Hall. Among which 
were the following: Henry Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Leiu't of 
the County ; Walter Haſtings, his brother, of Kirby in this County, 
Eſq. who was a Major General, and commanded the choſen Lei- 
ceſterſhire Men who made a part of Tilbury Camp. Thomas Skef- 
fington Eſq. of Belgrave, High Sheriff for the County, and many 
others of note. 

I ſaw many other memorandums reſpecting the raiſing forces in 
the Town of Leiceſter, in this Reign; but not of that important 
nature to require notice. 


1589, John Hind. 


1590, Fohn Tatam. 
1391, Ralph Chettle. 
1592, John Stanford. (b) 
1593, Robert Heyrick. (c) 


1594; 

(a) Corporation records, (b, The Mayors fee by this year's accounts was £13 6s 8d. Richard 
Parkins Eſq. the Recorder £4 O o. The Town Clerk's wages £1 6s 8d. And Mr. "= Clark 
charges (one of the Burgeſſes in Parliament) £6 6s o. 

(c) This year the Plague raged in Leiceſter, The accounts fay ** ay) charges in 0.7 ready at 
Hallows Church for the Judges to hold the Aſſise in, becauſe the other part of the Town was infected 
with the ſickneſs.” % Gwen to Sr. Edward Haſlings, Knight, as followeth : two Loaves of re- 
Pepper g 0z—bs Ginger 1 02,—1s 4d. Cinnamon 
202.—4 od. Currants 1205.—5 5. —Raiſins 12/b.—gs 8d, Pruens 1 2/hþ—55s od. 
116 of Buiſcuits, 115 of Carraway's, & 1b of Cumfets. I 2 115 4d.” Given to the Lord 


Anderſon Chief Juſtice of England. One bottle of white Wine 15 4d, One bottle of Claret 15 4d+ 
One bottle of Sack 25, And 106 of Sugar 15 4d in toto 6s od.“ 


ale 
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George Tatam. 
| Wilkam Yates. 

Milliam Morton. 

This year a poor unfortunate Woman was hanged for being old. 
* Paid for the charges of meat and drink of old Mother cooke, 
being kept in the Hall 5 days at the ſuit of Mr. Edward Saun- 
ders upon ſuſpicion of Witchcraft, who was afterwards removed 
to the County Jail and was for the ſame arraigned condemned 
and hanged. 2s 6d,” Maſter Edward Saunders,' deſerved hang- 


ing the moſt. 


1597, Thomas Nixe. 

1 598, Thomas Clarke. 
It appears that, in this year, the commonalty of Leiceſter were 
called upon to pay a portion of the Town's: debt, incurred by 
the Corporation purchaſes, and law expences ; towards which, the 
Aldermen paid 587. The 48 (Common Council) 394 155 6d, and 
the Commonalty 201 115 4d. (a) 

| 1599, Edward Newcomb. 
1600, Robert Gilliot. 


1601, Milliam Rones, or Row, 00 
1602, James Ellis. 
160g, Milliam Hunter. 

JAMES TI. 


1604, Thomas Chettle, 

The charges incurred in his Mayoralty in obtaining a renewal 
of the Charter, amounted to 76 10s od. 
| 1605, Robert Eyrick. 

In his year the expences on the buſineſs of the toll-charter was 
£109 8s 10d. 

1606. Lib Chamberlain. 
| | In 
w Wha vie this year 8:9 6 Bubb, 00 I have met with no charges tſpotng the pavement i 

he ſtreets before this year, 
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In his year £7 - 175 6d of charges were incurred in ſuppreſſing of 
unruly people who aſſembled to lay open incloſed grounds. And 
a further charge of £10 10s od was paid for two Barrels of Gun- 
powder, for the uſe of the Town, by the command of the Lord 
Lieut. the Earl of Huntingdon, to compel the people of Leiceſter 
to deſiſt from ſuch practices; but this was no ways effectual. For 
another charge occurs of C16 15s od expended by the Mayor and 
Mr. Gilliot, and others, who vent to Cotteſbach to quell an un- 
lawful aſſembly there, and in the neighbourhood, who were de- 
ſtroying the fences of incloſed grounds. By the command of the 
Lord Lieut. a Gibbet was ſet upon the Corn-wall, in Leiceſter, 
to deter the people from aſſembling on thoſe accounts: which 
was torn down by the mob, this brought down on Mr. Mayor, 
and Mr. Robert Erick, the anger of the Earl of Huntingdon, 
who cauſed them to be confined in their own houſes for not pre- 
venting or ſuffering the Gibbet to be taken down without his war- 
rant. A charge of (g 19s gd occurs alſo this year being the 
expences of Chamberlain Walker, who was ſent to London with 
letters to Mr. Recorder, concerning the impriſoning Mr. Mayor, 
and Mr. Erick. What the iſſue of this was does not appear; but I 
find that the Corporation was deſirous to appeaſe the Earl's wrath ; 
for a Mr. Hunter was lent, by the appointment of the Mayor and 
his brethren, to Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, to preſent a Gelding to the 
younger Counteſs of Huntingdon, for her uſe, as a token of their 
contrition. The Gelding was not received by the Counteſs, for I 
find it was kept there 12 weeks at the Corporation's expence, in 
hopes that time would have favoured their offer. | 

12 8 1607, Thomas Chapman of Foxon in this 
County was Mayor. (a) | | 
| | 1608, James Andrew, 1 

An expence of (107 6s od was occaſioned in a ſuit about the 

tolls taken in Leiceſter, And £96 qs gd was paid in Hilary 
25 obs Term 

(a) A ſingular inflance of a Mayor living at ſo diflant a Village from Leiceſter, The late Mr. Ald. 

Oliver, lived at Birſtal in his laſt Mayoralty ; but Birſtal is not more than three miles from Leiceſter, 
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Term concerning the Charter; which in March. 1609 was ready 
for the Great Seal of England ; but the Lord Chanceller would 
not ſuffer the Great Seal to paſs, becauſe he diſcovered a clauſe, 
which empowered the Mayors to chuſe a deputy. Great intereſt 
was made to obtain the Lord Chancellor's conſent ; which proved 
ineffettual. It was therefore drawn anew, leaving out that clauſe. 
The expence then Z 109 5s 8d. This Charter differs not ſo mate- 
rially from that of Eliz. above, as to need a recital. 

Paid for Mulberry Trees commanded to be bought and ſet in 
divers Counties in the realm, by letters from the Lords of his Ma- 
jeſties Privy Counſell £1 10s 6d.” (a) 

1609, Thomas Parker. (5) 
The Recorder was not preſent at the Election of this Mayor.(c) 
1610, John Mabes. | 

The accounts ſay © Paid the charges abowt fuch perſons as 
have been viſited by the plague, beſides divers taxations to the 
charges of the Mayor and the 24 and the 48 ——{/ 23 6s 11d.“ (d) 

| | | 1611 


(a) In my time there has not been leſs than ten or twelve large Mulberry trees cut down in Leiceſ. 
ter: probably ſome of thoſe ſet at that time. 

(5) The plague in Leiceſter, (c) Corporation record. r. Thomas White's Arms were 
ordered and put up in the Town Hall this year. ibid. 

(d) In examining the Pariſh regiſters, at this time, I have gathered the following — from 
them, in the Pariſhes of St. Nicholas and St. Martin. 

Sr. NICHOLAS» 

1611, When the plague was in Leiceſter; out of the 21 who died chat year 15 died of the plague. 
In the month of Aug. 6 died out of one Houſe of the name of Parſons. 7 were the average of burials 
about this time in a year. A Peſt-houſe is mentioned in a Pariſh book ſtanding in this Pariſh, in the 
year 1660, Que. might it not have obtained that name from the ſick being placed in it at the plague 


in 2111. 


= 


| ST. MARTIN. 

The Regiſter, in this Pariſh, informs us that the plague began in Aug. 1610 ; and the firſt that died 
was a Child of the name of Courtenay, from the houſe of ffrancis Beſte, buried Aug. 21ſt. Sep. 
7th ffrancis Beſte himſelf was buried and the gth Ann his daughter was buried. 

Oct. 27th Richard Kirk was buried; Nov. 9. Nathaniel Kirk was buried. 12th the daughter of 
Richard Kirk was buried. 1gth the ſon of Richard Kirk was buried. 1611, Jan. gth d. of Agnes 
Kirk (probably the Wife of Richard) was buried. June goth Wm. Kick was buried. 

Sep. 1ſt 1610 a ſon of Edward Rude was buried, 2nd, Eliz, Wife of Edward Rude was buried. 
«oth 2 himſelf was buried. e 

Sep. 
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Among the charges of this year is one for repairing the ſtreets 
againſt the coming of the King and Prince, in their progreſs to 
Leiceſter £26 3s 7d 1-2. Another was for a ſilver cup and cover 
preſented to the King Aug. 18th 1612—£20 5s 1d. Another for 
the value of a filver and gilt cup preſented to the Prince by the 
Mayor 4 13 45 od, Fees to the King's officers £34 6s od. 

15612, Miliam Morton. 
Awbag the charges this year, one 1s for the carrying a letter to 


Kibworth, to the County Juſtices to forbid them to call any of 
the Biſhop's fee men thither 15. 


1613, Thomas Maubye. 
1614, Fohn Bonnet. (a) 
1615, William Toe. 


William Lord Cavendiſh, Baron of Hardwick, gave to the Cor- 


poration a free gift of £100, that they ſhould pay the ſum of 6s 


each to 20 ſeveral poor Houſe-keepers, freemen of Leiceſter, for 
ever, to buy them Coals, 


1616, Thomas Eyrick. | - 
1617, Rowland Puſſey. (6) 
1618, 
Sep. 7th 1610 Iſable ffletcher was W and the day following Ambroſe and Sarah ffletcher was 
buried. | | 


Sep. 20. 1610 John Slater was buried. 29th Catharine Slater was buried. The day following 


Tho's Slater was buried. OR. 1it a Daug'r of Tho's Slater was buried. And the 5th a Daughter 
of John Slater was buried. 


May 21ſt 1611 The Wife of John Clark was buried. June 1ſt Jak Clark was buried, 


4th 
Daughter of John Clark was buried. 
June 4th 1611 George Langton was buried. July sch d. of his Langton was buried. 7th John 
Langton himſelf was buried. + | 


The above ſhews what havoc it made in ſome families. What is below will ſhew how it abated i in 
the winter months. In Sep. 1610. 21 died. Oct. 13 died. Nov. 12. Dec. 3. Jan. 7th 1611, 
4 died. Feb. 10. March 4. April 13. May 17. June 23. July 26. Aug. 15. About 
this time it ſeems to have abated ; for in the four ſucceeding months only 14 died. The average of deaths 
in this Pariſh ſome few years before this time, was about 38; and in the month of May and June 1611 
there died in this Pariſh $8. The number of deaths in one year was 16g ; ſo that one may probably 
ſuppoſe that 125 died of this dreadful diſorder in this Pariſh, 


(a) Thurſday the 2oth of Aug; 1614, the King came to Leiceſter. Margin of a book of Hades: 
And in 1616, He came a third time to Leiceſter. ibid. 


(5) Paid Lord Spencer, by Mr. Woodland, the firſt payment for the Land in the South fields, which 
was purchaſed of him this year for ¶ 40, 


Dd 
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1018, *: 5 | Nicholas Gilliot. 

The Corporation recovered, this year, of the Bailiff of North 
Allexton i in the County of York, charge in a ſuit of law, in the 
Duchy Chamber, for taking toll of a freeman of the Dorotigh of 
Leiceſter. 1 

The heir of the good 80 Theses White waiitremed by Me: 
Mayor, with Sugar and Wine at the expence of gs 4d. And in 
the ſame account © Paid for a broard Arrow given to Mr. Audi- 
tor, ffanſhaw, at the Audit holden at the Gen of Lt r, for the 
rent of the Butt Cloſe. 64.” | 

1619, John Heyrick, 
1620 John Pare. 
1621, James Andrew, (a) 
1622, Johm Hind. | 
1623. James Ellis. ( ta 
1624. Wilkam Ludlam. | | 

In his year 145 10d. was charged for watching to 9 Londoner 

out of the Town during the plague there. 
1025, _. Milliam Toe. 


CHARLES I. 


1626, Gilbert Fawcit 
1027, Francis Churchman, (c) 
1628, Milliam Billers. 
1629. _ Roger Cotes. 
- 1640, Thomas Smith. 
1631, Fohn Norris. 
By a payment, in his year, it. appears chat the plague was. at 
Loughborough, for there is a charge of 13t 105 * To keep Lough- 
Padre people forth *＋ the Town.“ | 


1632, 


fa) The ful year che Earl of Huntingdon nominated a Ball, 
(5) A petition was ſigned by a number of Inhabitanta, to the Corporation, to have the Con-pafir 
enlarged for their benefit ; but it was rejected. Ib: 
(e). In his Mayoralty the broad Arrow price 18 was paid * the r rent of the bun Cloſe; 2nd 10 I 
found it in ſeveral years aſier. | | 
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1632, Nicholas Eilliot. 

1633. Hugh Watts, | 5 30 

Charges of Gifts preſented to the King and Queen, at their 

coming to Leiceſter, with the ffees and Gratuities given to their 
Highneſſ's Officers & Servants &c. £201 1s 4d.” (a) 


1634, Milliam Ives. 
1035, Ralþh Tompſon. 
. 1036, Richard Inge. {b) 


In his year is a charge of £'6 11s 6d for the making up ¶ 200, 
for the Ship money, 


1037, Daniel Morfin. 

1638, John Huide. 

1639, Fohn Norris. (c) 
1640, William Stanley. 

1641, Thomas Rudyard. (d) 

About this time began the important ſtruggles in the laſt Cen- 
tury ; what more particularly relates to this place and its vicinity, 
I have noticed in the note below, in a kind of journal, abſtracted 
from Ruſkworth, - Clarendon, Nichol's Collections of the Public 
Prints of the day ; Journals of the Houſe of Commons, and other 
Writings. (e) The unpubliſhed information which reſpects Leiceſ- 
ter is chiefly as follows. 

Ff Prince 

(a) Corporation accounts, in Hugh Watt's year. | (5) Aug't the 12th 1636, Ludovicus Prince 
Palsgrave of the Rhyne dined at the Angel Inn, and was there entertained at the expence of the Cor- 
poration, with 3 Gall. of Canary 3 Gall. of Claret, and 3 Gall. of White Wine. Book of Mayors. 

(c) © Paid the ſuffer's by fire at Glen £6 13 4.” Corp. accounts. 

(d) © Paid the ſuffer's by fire at Hinkley £6 1g 4, and F'8 to the inhabitants of Thurmaſton and 
Burſlale being viſited by ſickneſs. The charges for the year, I find, in watching to keep the ſickneſs 
from Leiceſter ; which prevailed at Thurmaſton, Birſtal, Whetſtone, and Oakam, were £'46 8 7, There 
is in theſe accounts an article with no ſum ſet down. Paid for Locks & Chains at the Gates and 
Bridges.” Probably to prevent contagion. 

(e) We find by Rufhworth, that the Civil War originated i in this County. For June 11th 1641, 
the King iſſued forth a commiſſion of Array for Leiceſterſhire, to the” Earls of Huntingdon and De- 
vonſhize, and diverſe Gentlemen therein named, purporting that the Kingdom was in imminent danger, 
and that a ſmall number of the Members in Parliament had been endeavouring, by. way of ordinance, to 
put the Militia into execution contrary to law, He alledged that by the preſent commiſhon, he was 
afting according to ancient uſage. TE een ET | 

| | On 
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Prince Charles was preſented by the Corporation with go; but 
it does not appear why this money was given. And there 1s 
alſo a charge of £29 155-04 © Paid to his Majeſtie's Officers at 
his firſt coming to Town. as fees.“ By Biſhop. Sancroft, we learn 
that the King was at LeiccRer the 22nd 23d 24th, and 2th of 


July, 1642. 

By the payments of. Mr, Robert Meyrick Churchwarden of St. 
Martin's Leiceſter for the year 1649. It appears by the following 
items that the King attended divine {ſervice at — Church when at 
Leiceſter. 8 

Item Given to Mr. White the Counteſs of Devon Gent. for 
ſetting up the King's throne in our Church 5s." 

Item Paid to Norman for flowers and herbs to ſtraw the Chacch 
at the King's coming 15s 84.” 

Item Paid to Knowles for ſix burdens of ries for the Church 


at the King's n 25 od. 1 
| The 


a the Saturday following both Houſes reſolved that this 3 of * * Leiceſterſhire was 
contrary to law, and againſt liberty; and that thoſe who. were inſlrumental to its being put into cliett, 
ſhould be deemed betrayers of the People's liberties. 

June 20th the King publiſhed a proclamation to require obedience to his will, importing that he added 
in a manner that the Kings and Queens his Predeceſſors had always done, reciting therein many in- 
ſlances which had formerly occurred. 

July 1ſt both Houſes Publiſhed a Declaration, 1 they chink it ſtrange chat his Majeſty ſhould 
be ſo miſled: by evil Counſellors to iſſue forth ſuch a Commiſſion as had Ore . in Leiceſterſhire, 
ſo contrary to the laws, and full of danger to his Subjech. 

While cheſe things agitated the minds of Men, che Earl of Stamford was appointed by boch Houſes 
Lord Lieu. of Leiceſterſhire; and entered the Town of Leiceſter June, 4th, and iſſued forth his warrant 
to the High Conſtables far ſummoning the train bands, requiring all private Men to appear before Him or 
his Deputies on the, Wedneſday, following. The ſame day a Meſſenger came from York with a Writ 
to the High Sheriff, to publiſh, the King's Proclamation. The. Earl's warrant, being gone. forth, the 
People appeare to the firſt ſymmons, the Earl of Stamford in, conſequence had hem mpjſleres.1 in conve- 


nient places. | 
As, he, was doing this, Sir, R. Hawford and others prevailed _ the Mayor t to. ſet.a 1 on the 
Magazine there ; upon which the Earl, with the Lord Ruthen, Sir Arthur Maſelrig, &c. haſtening 
thither, removed the ſame to a ſtrong Tower, and afterwards to the Earl's Houſe. On Wedneſday. June 
15, H, Haſtings Eſq, Son to the Earl. of Huntington, arrived at Leiceſter with his Commiſſion, and 
next, day cauſed the Under · Sheriff, in the name of the High- Sheriff, who was abſent, to ſend forth 
Warrants to the whole County, requiring the Train-bands, the private Men, and the Clergy. to come 
| thither 
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The Counteſs of Devonſhire lived at Leiceſter Abby at this time, 
which had been in a great meaſure rebuilt and converted into a 
Manſion Houſe. And it is probable that there was no perſon in 
or about Leiceſter, at that time, ſo proper to fix the Throne for the 
reception of the royal Gueſt in the Church as the Countels's Gen- 
tleman. Againſt theſe articles there is no month or day of the 
month entered in the Pariſh book. In the accounts for this year 
there are an unuſual number of payments for days works done in 


the Church ; they include payments from April 1642, to April 1643. 
Rudyard the Mayor, was choſen in Sep. 1641, and ſerved till Sep. 
1642. So that, in this particular Biſhop Sancroft's account of the 
King being at Leiceſter in July for four days; the payment of the 


Corporation to Prince Charles &c. in Rudyard's Mayoralty, and 
the Pariſh books all perfectly agree. 


The two following copies of letters which have been preſerved 
with great care ever ſince, have been never publiſhed; and I eſ- 
teem it a ſingular favour that I am honoured with laying them 


before 


thither the Wedneſday following to be muſtered. The Earl of Stamford on Monday ſet a Guard 
about his Houſe of 10 of his Neighbours, Tenants and Servants; and the next Morning a Meſſenger, 
by Warrant from the two Houſes, attacked the Under-Sheriff for ſending forth Warrants by virtue of 
the Commiſſion of Array, and with a ſufficient Guard carried him to Weſtminſter. 

In the Afternoon Mr. Haſtings arrived at Loughborough, and ſent out Warrants himſelf to ſummon 
all the Towns near him to appear next morning, and being Maſter of certain Coal-mines, he cauſed all his 
Carriage-horſes to be ready, and raiſed 100 Colliers out of Derbyſhire, whom he armed with Pikes, 
Muſkets Kc. with whom, and what other Friends he could make, he marched with Drums and Trumpets 
towards Leiceſter. Being come within three miles of the City, he cauſed Powder, Match and Bullet to 
be delivered among em; and ordering the Muſketeers to ö with Powder and Ball, and march wich 
lighted Matches, he led 'em thither. 

The Earl of Stamford having intelligence of his March, and being furniſhed with 150 Muſketeers, 
and 20 good Horſe, well mounted with Carbines and Piflols, as having likewiſe the Country generally at 
his devotion, could have laid an Ambuſcabe and cut them off by the way ; but being loth to begin a 
war, he rather choſe to ſtand on his Guard at home, Mr. Haſtings drawing his Company into the Field, 
few of the Train-bands meeting him on his ſummons, made a Speech, and began to read his Commiſſion 
of Array; but the High Sheriff cauſed the Votes of the Parliament againlt it to be read. And a Meſ- 
ſenger from both Houſes attacked the ſaid Mr. Haſtings, and ſeveral other Commiſſioners with him, but 
they were reſcued ; and two Butchers threw Mr. Haſtings into his great Saddle, ſo that he with his Com- 
pany rode to his Inn, ſhutting up the Gates thereof. And hearing what Forces the Lord Stamford had 

in readineſs, he (concluding the Sheriff would require their Aid) about Midnight left the Town. How. 
ever his Followers loſt moſt of their Arms, which the Houſe-keepers, while the others were aſleep, ſeized 


by 


— MC eomoer. com. 


— 
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| before the Public. A faithful. copy of the lignatures are in the an · 


nexed Plate; and alſo a copy of the receipt by Prince r 

which followeth the letters. 

* 10 his Freind the Maior of Leiceſter this delivery at Leiceſter, 
Mr. Mator. - 

His Ma' tie being i of your fidelitie to doe him all Noſe. 
ble ſervice, - willed mee this day to ſend for you to my Quarters, 
and there to deliver to you his pleaſure : But I perſeaving you are 
diſſuaded from comm'g (by whom or what pretenſes I know not) 
have heer ſent you his Ma'ties demand. His Ma'tie being now ſome 
what neſſitated by the vaſt expence he hath beene this long time 
inforced too, for the ſafeguard of his Royall perſon, againſt the re- 
bellious inſurreftion of the true Mallignant Party, (whoe are now 
too well known, and their irreligious intentions too plainly diſco- 
vered by all his loving & obedient Subjects) doth erneſtly deſire, 
and require you and his good Subjects of the Citty of Leiceſter 
forthwith to furniſh him with Two Thouſand Pounds Kris which 
hee with much care will take order to ſee repaied in convenient 
time, and that his Ma'ties gratious promiſe I hope will ſeeme much 
better ſecurity than the Public Faith: which 1 is the uſuall aſſurance 

ce that 


by direction of the Ear), and carrie] em to his Lordſhip's Houſe ; for which Adion the Gaid Earl 
as proclaimed a Traitor by the King, but juſtified by the two Houſes,” - Rufhworth, | 

 Serjeant Wild's account-of the buſineſs in the Houſe of Commons July och is that Mr. HaRings was 
attempted to be arreſted in a place called Horſe-Lees near Leiceſter, where he and his followers were 
drawn up. The crime they committed againſt the authority of Parliament was for cocking their Piſtols 
and Carbines againſt the Meſſengers : and Sheriff 'of their appointment (Haſtings himſelf was appointed 
Sheriff by the" King) for this he was impeached-in the afternoon of the fame day. 

Upon, this the King, July. ach publiſhed a Proclamation, importing, that whereas, e his 
Proclamations of May 2 7th and June 20th," to the contrary, he underſtands ſome illaffected Perſons, in- 
tending to diſturb the Kingdom, and weaken his firength (under colour of a pretended Ordinance of both 
Houſes, made without his Conſent) "have in great numbers forcibly ſeized part of the Magazine provided 


for the fafety of the Nation, carrying the ſame to their own Houſes : And whereas they have threatened, 


and endeavoured to apprehend ſome of his Subjekts for obeying, his Commiſſioners, 'for endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs Forces raiſed. withour his Licence, or for refuling to obey the pretended Orders of both Houſes 
deer, the Militia, he cannot interpret this to be leſs than attempting to levy War againſt him. He 
therefore by this Protlaration * Commands ke Sheriffs, and other Officers and Subjects, upon 
| their 
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chat the party which call themſelves the Parliament doe give: 
And you muſt truſt them on it, if you aſſiſt not his Ma'tie hereby 
to defend you againſt them: | You muſt not goe leſſe than your 
former expreſſions have ſpoken you, which induced mee not to 
doubt of receiving the demanded ſume tomorrow by ten of the 
clocke in the fore noone that I may be 


Your Freind 
Quineboro this 6th | RUPERT. 
day of Sep. 1642. 
| | Gg Poſtſcript 


their Allegiance, and as they tender the Peace of the Kingdom, not to meddle with any part of. the Ma- 
gazine or Ammunition belonging to the ſeveral Counties of England and Wales, under pretence of any 
- Ordinance made by one or both; Houſes without his Conſent. He likewiſe charges em to uſe their ut- 
moſt endeavours (as in duty bound) for arreſting and apprehending all ſuch as ſhall by force remove or de- 
tain any Magazine, or any Arms of his Train bands, or who ſhall levy or muſter, or arreſt and appre- 
bend any of his Subjects, under pretence of any Ordinance concerning the Militia ; and having appre- 
hended em to the Common Gaol of the County where they are ſeized, there to remain till they are 
delivered by due Courſe of Law.” Ru ſſi wort /i 

His Majeſty came to Leiceſter, and July the-2oth delivered the following ſpeech. 

„“ Gentlemen, Since I have found my preſence ſo very acceptable amongſt my good Subjects in theſe 
Northern parts, and-that the errors and miſtakes amongſt them have wholly procceded from miſ-informa- 
tion, and are removed with more ſatisfaction and eaſe to them than they were received; I hold it a piece 
of my duty to take the utmoſt pains I can, fully to inform and undeceive my people; and rather to 
prevent crimes than to puniſh them. In this errand I am come to you, amongſt whom. there hath not 
beene the leaſt miſunderſtanding, to he you, that I doe not ſuſpeft any malice in the place or in the 
people, though perſons of as ill diſpoſitions. have been buſio in it, and amongſt you, as in any County in 
England, and ſuch who have taken as great pains to do miſchief and to bring confuſion, as good men 
ſhould for peace and happineſs : though /tis as true, that very many worthier perſons amongſt you have 
appeared of contrary affections, which I ſhall always acknowledge. I am come to you in a time too, 
when nothing could invite me to ſuch a journey, but my affection to and good eſleeme of you; having 
ſent ſuch propoſitions for peace and accommodation to my two Houſes of Parliament, that I hope to have 
no other uſe of your affections but in your prayers ; being ſure they will ſubmit to them with alacrity, 
if che inexcuſable enemies to the peace of the Kingdom be not ſtrong enough to prevaile : and then you 
will finde yourſelves ſo much concerned (for I have required nothing that with more juſtice can be denied 
me (if it be duly weighed) than my Crowne or my life may be taken from me) that I ſhall not need 
to alk your aſſiſtance. I know you will bring Horſe, Men, Money, and Hearts worthy ſuch a cauſe. 
Your Religion, your Liberties, your Laws (which I will defend with my life, I meape the good known 
Laws of the Land, not Ordinances without my conſent. which, till within theſe twelve months, was ne_ 
ver heard of from the foundation of this Kingdom) will be the quarrell ; And in ſuch a cauſe, the 
taking away my Townes, Ships, Arms, and Money from me, ſhall not diſhearten me: The concur- 
rence and aſſeclion of my People, with God's bleſſing, will ſupply and recover all,” | 

| | | ; It 
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PoRſeript. If any diſaffected perſons with you ſhall refuſe them- 
felves or perſuade you to neglect the eomand, I ſhall to Morrow 
appeare before your Town in ſuch a poſture with horſe foote and 
cannon as ſhall make you knowe tis more ſafe to obey than reſiſt 
his Ma'ties demand.” 

Altho this threatening letter frightened the Mayor and Burgeſſes 
of Leiceſter into a comphance with a portion of the Prince's re- 
queſt, yet it certainly did the cauſe harm in Leiceſter. 

September 7. 1642. 

Receyved by me Prince Rupert Prince Palatine of the Rhine, 
& Generall of all his Majeſtyes Cavallerye in this preſent Expedi- 
tion, the full ſume of five Hundred Pounds for his Ma'ties uſe, of 
the Mayor Bayliffes, & Burgeſſes of the Borough of Leiceſter: to 


be repayed ine by his Majeſtye. I ſay receyved fhve Hundred 
Pounds. 


1 RUPERT.” 
The 


It is eaſily to be underſtood that during theſe commotions in Leiceſter, that the Corporation mem. 
bers, or rather the leading men of that place, were much divided in their opinions of che condutt of both 
parties. For a letter was ſent to Parliament ſigned by Wm. Ward, David Deakins, Richard Ludlam 
(who was Mayor the ſucceeding year) and Wim. Frank, expreſſing the manner of Mr. Haſtings' coming 
to Leiceſter with Forces and demanding the Magazine, and proclaiming thoſe Traitors for not yielding it 
up. It was in conſequence reſolved in Parliament that Officers ſhould be ſent down to the County to 
aſſiſt the Lord Lieut. in putting the ordinance of the Militia into execution. And it was alſo ordered 
that the Mayor of Leiceſter (Thos. Rudyard) and Dr. Lake ſhall be fummoned and come in ſafe cuf. 
tody to the Houſe of Parliament. The Mayor, (for what cauſe does not aPppear,) was A e in confine-- 

ment ſeveral months. | 
Augt. the xgth the Commons reſolved © That Henry Haſtings Eſq. ſecond ſon of the Earl of Hun- 
tingdon ſhall be accuſed of High Treaſon, for levelling war . che King and Kingdom.“ 

| Journal of the Commons. 
Mr. Haſtings was newly made High Sheriff and was a zealous partizan for the King : he was re- 
ched by the anti-royaliſts, in Leiceſter, with the epithet of deſperate malignant, and notorious ma- 
znant; on the other hand, the Earl of Stamford who was empowered by the Parliament to raiſe and 
—_— the Forces 1 in theſe parts 3 was addreſſed with the appellation of the noble and pious Earl of 
amford. | 

Dec. 13th Parliament appointed the Earl of Stamford” Canal of South Wales and four adjoining 
Counties, and Lord Grey, his ſon and heir, General of Leiceſter, Nottingham, Derby, Rutland and- 
Lincaln ſhires. He was empowered to raiſe Forces for Parliament, and eſpecially to ſuppreſs the Lord 
Stanhope, who was then ſaid to be buſie in thoſe Counties in raiſing Forces for the King. 


April 


— 
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The next day came the following from the King. 

* To our Truſty and welbeloved ye Mayor and Aldermen of 

our Town of Leiceſter. 

Charles R. L 

Truſty & welbeloved wee greete you wlll Wee have ſeene a 

warrant under o'r Nephew Rupert's hand dated y'e 6th of this 

month requiring from you and other y'e Inhabitants of our Towne 

of Leiceſter y'e loane of £2000, Wich as wee doe utterly diſavow 

& diſlike, as being written w'thout our privity or conſent. Soe 

wee doe hereby abſolutely free & diſcharge you & that our Towne 
from yelding any obedience to the ſame, & by our owne letters 

to our ſaid Nephew wee have written to him to revoke y'e ſame, 
as being an act very diſpleaſing to Us: Wee indeede gave him di- 

rections to diſarm ſuch perſons there as appeared to be diſaffected 
to our Perſon & Government, or ye peace of this our Kingdome, 
& ſhould have taken it well from any of our Sub'ts that wonld 
voluntarily 


April 1ſt 164g. Henry Lord Grey of Ruthen, Thomas Lord Grey of Groby, Sr. Arthur Haſelrig, 

Sr. Edward Hartopp and Sr. Thomas Hartopp Knights, and ſome others were appointed Sequeſtrators 

of Delinquents for the County of Leiceſter, afterwards Richard Ludlam, Mayor of Leiceſter, and ſome 

others were added. Ludlam the Mayor, and Alderman William Stanley, were appointed Sequeſtrators for 

the Town of Leiceſter. Many of the former were appointed commiſhoners to wm ſcandalous Minif-. 
ters i. e. thoſe who preached obedience to the King. 

April 15. The Houſe of Commons ordered 6 pieces of Ordinance, 1000 Muſkets, equipage, furni- 
ture and ammunition to be ſent with all ſpeed to Lord Grey at Leiceſter. 

William Ward a Mercer was choſen Mayor in 1643, friendly to the intereſt of Parliament; but ſome 
how it happened that a difference aroſe between the Mayor and late Mayor, (Richard Ludlam, who had 
changed his buſineſs of a Chandler for that of a Captain of foot) and Lord Grey. In Jan. 164-4 it 
was recommended by the Houſe of Commons, to the Lord General, to compoſe the difference between- 
my Lord Grey, and the Mayor of Leiceſter and Capt. Ludlam. 
Several Skirmiſhes happened about this time in Leiceſterſhire and parts ITY In Feb. Sir John- 
Gell took a party of the King's Horſe. Sir John Gelljoined the Earl of Mancheſter's Forces at Mel- 
ton Mowbray to the amount, in all, of about 53000 foot, and 2000 horſe. Near Melton Mowbray in 
one Skirmiſh, the King's Troops loſt two cornets of horſe, and the Parliament's a Whole Troop near Bur-- 
ley-Houſe. Soon after a Troop of the King's where taken at or near Somerby, and taken Priſoners to - 
Leiceſter, A public print of the day mentions that Capt. Ludlam was ſent Priſoner to Burley-Houſe for 
an affront given to Colonel Grey; but on his return he had humbled himſelf to his Lordſhip which might 


r a good example to others and teach them better manners. In a Skirmiſh one of Lord Grey's Cap- 
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voluntarily aſſiſt us With ye Loane of Armes or Money, but it is 
ſoe farr from our hart or intentions by Menaces to compel any to 
it, as wee abhor ye thought of it; & of this truth our accions 


{hall bear us teſtimony. 
Given att our Court att Nottingham, 8 Sep'bris 1642.” 
Mayor & Aldermen of Leiceſter, on the back of this letter. 
| 1642, Richard Ludlam. a 


This Magiſtrate was an exceedingly active man on the fide of 


Parliament, as may be ſeen hy the note below. | 
| 1643, Willam Ward. 


In this years accounts an article occurs rather extraordinary. 
* Paid for Wine and Sugar given to the Receiver of the King, 


Queen, and Prince's Retinue 5s 1d.“ 
1644, Milliam Billiers, a Haberdaſher, was 


Mayor of Leiceſter during the ſiege, the particulars of which are 


in the note below. A ſhort account follows. 
The 


tains Joſt 8 of his men ; and that on the 26th of Feb. ſome Country- men brought into Leiceſter a Cavalier 
Priſoner who after being a while there got away by ſwiming over two Rivers. 
March the 1 1th two letters were read in the Houſe of Commons of a victory gained over the King's 

Forces at Hinkley, by part of the Garriſon of Leiceſter, One of the letters are as follows. 

| Leiceſter, March 5. © Generall Haſtings hath had a great loſſe of his men in Leiceſterſhire, as it 
appeareth by letters out of thoſe parts, dated March 5, in theſe words, Yeſterday at night, Haſlings men 
were abroad at a Town in our County, called Hinckley, and had brought in thither ſixe and twenty 
| honeſt Countrey men, from ſeverall Townes, intending to carry them to Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, and they 
had taken alſo about fourſcore kine, oxen, and horſe from the Countrey people ; they likewiſe took a 
Miniſter named Mr. Warner, whom they much abuſed, and threatened to hang him. All their Priſoners 
they put into Hinckley Church, and, in a jeering manner, aſked them, Where are the Round-heads 
your brethren at Leiceſter, why come they not to redeem you ? But the intelligence of theſe things 
coming to our Town of Leiceſter, all our horſe being gone to Newarke, wee were faine, every private 
towneſman to ſpare his own horſe, and to ſend away 120 of our foot ſouldiers, and ſome go troopers that 
lie at Bagworth houſe, to keep it from the enemy, under the command of. Colonell Grey, whom the 
Lord Grey hath made Governour of Leiceſter. Theſe our forces being upon their march to Hinckley, 
took the enemies ſcouts, and, without much reſiſlance, entered the Town. killed one of the enemies cap- 
taines named Mainwaring, and foure or five more of their ſouldiers, and wounded nine of them very ſore, 
took two of their Lieutenants, one quarter-maſter, one enſigne, 45 priſoners. and 100 horſe, releaſed all 
che country. men, reſcued the cattell, and reſtored them to the right owners, and came home with viftory 


m and 18 che next day, being Shrove-Tucſday. None of our men were flaine there, onely foure of 
them 


LenaR. ]] o LEICESTER 119 


The ſiege of Leiceſter had for its object the annoyance of ſome 
of the moſt forward and formidable Enemies of kingly government, 
in theſe Dominions. Men, who had brooded over the real and 
imaginary. grievances of the State, till their minds grew in toxica- 
ted nh the wild reveries of reformation; liberty, and equalization'; 
thoſe, too often, flattering dreams of perſection and proſperity. 
The people of this little Province, early in the reign, ſhewed a 
ſpirit of reſtleſſneſs ; even thoſe who profeſſed themſelves-to be the 
teachers, of the peaceable doctrines of Jeſus, haſtened with their 
appeals to the door of the Houſe of Commons urging the -mem- 
— by their heated zeal, eventually, to war and deſolation. 
The King, on the other hand, unwilling to loſe even a ſhadow 
of that, prerogative which he had received from his royal Anceſtors, 
marched'with an Army of determined friends towards Leiceſter, to 
cruſh the power which had ariſen in that place and was become ex. 


tremely- hau to his views and intereſt. There ſat the grand 


Hh | . ._ comm ittees 


bem were wounded, whereof. one I 3 Colonel Grey, et hs forgot bt. word” 
which was, God proſper us ; the enemics word being, For the King.” Our men went on very coura- 
gioully ; and if they had not been too greedy of prey, they had neere taken them all; the enemies forces 
were to the number of goo, and ours about 150. This morning wee heard from Newarke upon Trent ; 
the belicgers whereof ſent us word, that they had whoa the 'out-werks, and one Drake. Wee expett ' 


| every houre to hear from them.” Military Scribe. 


Parliament were alfo informed at the ſame time that divers Miniſters of the County refuſed to the the 
Covenant, and were kept in cuſtody at Leiceſter. The Miniftery were ordered to be beads to London 
in ſafe cuſtody and their, eſlates to be ſequeſtered. | 

A Skumiſh in Marek happened at Coot's n near Ane where 2 Wen forces oy | 
in great ſtrength,” | 

The following was publiſhed March 26th in a paper - called Mercurius Feridicus. | 

Sit Charles Lucas and the Lord of Loughborough having united their forces together, Sir Ja 
Meldrum commanded Sir Edward Hartoppe to incounter with them with a party of horſe from the ſiege 
of Newark, fearing that the cnemy-ſhould fall upon the garriſon of Leiceſter, which were then but in s 
weak condition; they came to Loughborongh, and were aſſiſted with the Lord Graye's regiment, where 
diſcharging a great peece upon the enemy, !which. did great execution amongſt them, they forced them to 
retreat, and by that means gained the bridge, which was half a mile in length. The enemy, after this, 
drew into a great medow, and divided into five bodies, and without any blow only faced our men till night, 


1 which time they. retreated; and Sir Edward Hartop having intelligence chat Prince Rupert was not far 


off, accompanied with two thouſand horſe,” and as many foot, Sir Edward retreated towards Newark, and 
the Lord Grey towards Leiceſter, which now continueth in a good condition. We are ſince informed, 


5 that Prince Rupert, ſtrengthened with the additionall RO. of the Lord Loughbourowe' s and Sir Charles 


Lucas's 


| the: cammmrtces of ſafety, and intelligence, and were members of 


the ſiege; and the day before it he marched his Army and ſat down 
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committees. of, the midlang. dillrict; the zioft formidable then in the 
kingdom, in Ad af the fohemes of Parliament. Its central fiiua- 
ion commande che moſt karly intelligence of the movements of 


chen liaule Ming armies and ſcouting parties, which every whete 


fl in its ſageinu y; and from whence Parliament received dai. 
ly ituelligehee:abd advice, in the meaſures about to be undertaken. 
„ A&/thi# time; fame of che leading men of the Corporation wefe 
mem of buliveſs; intrigue and diſcernment ; theſe formed à part of 


the: — for the ee 2 the mee of _ Ry 


frien N aft | : | 


4 1 5 find, be. Simonde account e l 10 the 
plains: or 'nieadows:near: Ailſtone for two or three days preceeding 


hefore;the Garriſon of Leiceſter in St. Mary's field. The day was 


Poms in preparing! for the m en in parlies and ede 


1 ee The 
Wl dach advanced before Newaik, and raiſed the bet ders de Wer Heb ec ei WG 


Parliament forces and his, wherein the Earle of Mancheſter's foot ſhewed not that courage and reſolution 
a2 was expetied-: chere were taken ſome peeces of ordinance and divers arms; the firſt charge from 


Prince Rupert was very violent. The enemy was much fironger than was reported; and it hath pleaſed 


God, ſor our humihatien, 10 give them there the better of us; yet ought we not to be diſtouraged; Vic- 


n e ne e 9008 r e re 
alight on the morrow.” 

„„ · a aa brat tend in the Houltof Comets Hom Col. FAT Governorof Lei- 
ceſler, dated May the 11th, in confirmation that the Neweaſile Forces were marching towards Leicefter, 
fearing a liegs.. Inn this month Col. Goring marched with 4000 horſe through Leiceſterſhire, and had a 
Skirmiſb wick Lord Grey. r NaN Ni And 
at Belgrave' Col. "Haſtings was beaten by a pamy from Leiceſter. | 

r (gd een pf he Inkuians of Leſs, repreſented v The inconrenience which bre 
10 the/County upon the differences that had ariſen-betweeri Lord Grey's Officers, and the Committee,” 
In September/lome horſe from Leiceſter, routed u party belonging to Col. Haſtings, and took 60 priſo- 


ners, Rund by Wiittock ve are informed, thatin Ottober, << A party of Col. Haſtings' men came to 


Loughborough on the lords day, rode into the church in ſermon-time, and would have taken away the 
Flag the wen opt: ney; and proved themſelves more valient chan their huſbands or Haſt- 
ings? wen- - This.is tos much ticftured wich party to go dowu. Arfew wonten'teſcuing u man from a 


| | pany ene horſe aller, in the preſonce of their huſbands; in too abſurd a' relation to be believed. 


Ain November, Albby-de-la-Z ouch Garriſon was beßeged by the forces from Leiceſler, joined by others 
e force; ſortiſted a great hoaſe near 3 Which of itſelf was defencable, and com- 
manded the chieſell pallages into that place 3, but as ſome of the officers of the parliaments forces were ma- 
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The night brought on the thunder and lightning of Cannon, and 
the rattling of Cannon- balls on the "houſes, and in the ſtreets.— 
Towards the morning, a breach was made in the out-works where 
a number of its brave defenders ſell. It is ſaid that, at the breach, 
many women fought with the moſt reſolute courage, and ſpurned 
at danger. The Garriſon were at length driven from the fortifica- 
tions, at and near the old Caſtle in the Newark, to St. Martin's 
Church and Church: yard, where they made a ſtand; but where 
ſoon after driven thence from ſtreet to ſtreet, avenue to avenue, 
into the market-place, where a ſmall deſperate party made a feeble 
reſiſtance, and where moſt of them were butchered by the King's 
ſoldiers, owing, it has been ſaid, to the raſhneſs of the Town's peo- 
ple; who fired from their windows upon the King's troops, who in 
revenge deſtroyed all they met. The houſe where à remnant of 
the Committee were fitting they alſo aue, Nr = ven; n 
therein v was put to the ſword. 7. % N 

7 [102% We 


king metry at a gentleman's houſe near, they were ſurpriſed by 10 or 12 horſe ſoldiers from the garriſon, 
and made priſoners. In Dec. (by Whitlock's account) the forces of the Garriſon were driven from 
all parts of the town into the caſtle, and divers priſons taken. 

Feb. 4, 1645, Whitlock ſays, That Col. Haſtings, for- the King, ſent out «warrants for cringe 
to fetch hay to Aſhby ; the Parliament's forces ſent out their warrents to bring the hay to Coleorton; 
Haſtings was too quick, and had compelled the country to load the hay, and with a ſlrong guard was om 
ing of it to his garriſon. Captain Temple, the high-ſheriff of the county, having notice thereof, with his 
troop got between them and Aſhby in the van, and three troops of Derby following in the rear, after a 
little engagement, Haſtings' men fled, and were routed r Heer 40 of F hir N n 
arms, and all their hay.” _ 

Feb. 25, Between Harborough and Leiceſter a ſkirmiſh N evi a party of the king! dice 
commanded by Sir Marmaduke Langdale, and a party of che parliament's forces. The latter loſt about 100. 
men killed, and 250 taken priſoners ; beſides a conſiderable number of horſes. The victors lay in Leiceſ- 
ter that un and there received orders to collect a ſufficient force, and proceed to the relief of Newark, 
then beſieged by the parliament's forces, but in their paſſage thither, they were attacked by a party of the 
enemy, commanded by colonel Roſeter, near Melton Mowbray, in this county. The reyaliſts ſuſtained 
the ſudden and deſperate attack of the enemy with great bravery, altho” inferior in numbers, and at laſt 
obliged them to retire. leaving 170 dead in the field, and ſome horſes; which helped to remonnt ſome of 
che king's men who had loft n Ou: e re e of tha yon yore left at 
Belvoir-Caftle. | 

& Sir Marmaduke Landale laid Cds of rebels confifling of at leaf 460 leſs Fe 
commanded by Col. Roffiter, a Scot, near Mekon Mowbray in Leiceſterſhire ; killed above go of them, 


— — T©2__<- = 
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We will neither deſend the raſhneſs of the Town's people, when 
all was loſt ; nor the barbarity of the King's forces. The public 
prints of the day, are full of inyeQives againſt the royal Army for 
the deſtruction of their fellow creatures, whom, they ſay, were 


| hacked to pieces when on their knees begging earneſlly for mercy. 


Such is the brief account of this memorable hege. Its ſubjec- 
tion to the King was of very ſhort” dutation, for! in the ſueceeding 
month, after the fatal Battle of Naſty * Was given * to a 
without a ſhadow of reſiſtance, ; HS 

In the payments this year ar ſome: FERC curious, which. prove 
that the Corporation-was .plandered of all their regala, and valu- 


able moyeables ; even their charter they were ſtriped of by the 


conquerors, who it could not be expected would ſhew them much 


favour, their leading men being exceedingly active partizans againſt 


the King; the Mayor, Mr. Billers, and ſome of the leading Alder- 
men n being upon the Committee who fat in Leiceſter to ſequeſter 
| property, 
took 46 priſoners, with four colours of horſe, wiih the loſs of Sir John Girlington, 2 gallant Knight, 


Captain Gaſcoigne, and not above 6 or 7 common ſoldiers on his Majeſty's part,” 
« Sir Marmaduke Langdale's party were met by Colonel Roſſiter near Melton, where they had a 


ſharp encounter, and loſs on both ſides. Of Langdale's party were ſlain Colonel Tuke, Major Kerling- 


ton, Captain Markham, and about 100 others; of Roſliter's about go, but no officers ; he loſt one co- 
Jour, and took two. Langdale got proviſions into Newark, a4 was recruited to 3000, and Roſſer fol- 
lowed him with 2000.” Various prints of the day. 

„On Tueſday, May aa, 1645, the King was at the Earl of — Wedneſday the 28th, 
at Coates, Sir Harry Shipworth's ; Thurſday the 2gth, at Elſtone near Leiceſter, which was faced by 
the King's army. The R. defaced with fire. Here he ſlayed two nights. Saturday the goth at Leicef- 


ter, which was taken by the King at to clock. The ſoldiers were rewarded by plunder. The flain about 


equal on buch ſides, Afterwards the King's forces deſtroyed the Abbey by fire.” Richard Simmonds, 
who was a Quarter. -Maſter in the King's army, gives the following account of the ſiege of Leiceſter, 
« Garriſons in Com Leiceſter” _. 
| R. - Leiceſter ye Countie ye Rebel Govr Thop. Grey. Fo 
„ R. | Cole-Overton, a Town of ye Ld Beaumont, one myle from Aſhby Temple Gov, 50 wen. 
„ K. Aſhby- de- la-Z ouch. Henry Hoſlings, born at * Covr. che ancient ſlate of 


FHoſlings Ea. of Huntingdon 600 men.“ 


R. Bagworth Houſe or a lodge, e ebenes Ge frm Ar 1 
« R. Kirby Bellows a Town of Sr Eraſm * nen, 


Marmaduke Langdale's fight, but came again 30 men.“ 
To all theſe garriſons above mentioned the yearly contribuion amounted to n bees 


« Of 
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property, ſend out ſcouting parties for intelligence, and: give infor- 


mation to nnn of the ue of the armies &c. in cheſe - 


parts. 
Paid toto redeem the Town charters ben ſeized when 
the King's Forces tooke the Towne.” —— no ſum nnn 
* Paid for the Statute Seal to a Soldier — 


% Paid for 2 Seals; the Common Seal braſs, the Mayor's Seal | 


filver {1 gs od.“ | 

* Paid for the new Mace being filver Ne? gilt 24 6 6.” 8 
Paid to ſundry workmen for taking down divers Houſes near 
the South gate £3 3 ©” Moſt likely they had been much dama- 
ged by the ſtorming of that part of Leiceſter. 


An article of a different nature occurs this year BOY Sal 


the wood money, now given yearly, by the Aldermen of the ward 
over which they preſide © Paid t0——poore people——a peice to 
buy the wood, being. the rent nf 40 acres in l foreſt of Leiceſ- | 
ter £10 © 0. 


* 88 1645, 


Of late — .. Calle wy one . allotted to it out of this Shire. 8 
* And the whole number of men were not above 1500 in il ye Garrfons” 2255 
« Wedneſday May 28. 1643. 
His Maj'tie marched w'th his army into Cole Orton puriſon of the —— then by che Abby of 
Gracediew where Sr Thos Beaumont lives, there remains an entire Court of Cloiſters.” 
« Thurſday his Maj'tie marched and pitched down before Leiceſter Citty a garriſon of the rebels * 
commanded by Thos Grey 3d brother to the Ea of Kent.“ 


 * Friday go His Highnefs P. R. fent a Trumpet afer he had ſhox a great prices a the town 1 | 


ſummons yt for his Maj'tic offering the Burgers & Corporation pardon. They detayne his trumpet & 
about 2 of clock in the afternoon in the interim the prince raiſed a battery for 6 great pieces upon a hill 
where ſometimes of old had been ſuch another, about 2 o'clock one of the Leiceſter Trumpets was ſent 


deſiring time to conſider of it till the morrow morning. He would not rayſe any works during this par- 


ley his highneſs telling the tr. if he came again w'th ſuch errand he would lay him by the heels, about half 
an hour after he comes again with a note directed thus. To the Commander in chief defiring time till 
y'e morrow morning. The prince committed ye trumpet to his Marſhall till the firſt trumpet they keepe · 
Then the P. about g of the clock ſent them an anſwer ju lowder terms, 6 great pieces from the fort on che 
ſouth fide of the Town playing on a ſtone wall-yard & made ere fix of the clock a breach of great ſpaces 
muſket and cannon continually png us in mind of ſomething down. The Town of Leicefter was 
chiefly governed by a committee viz.” 

Sir Thos, Pye of Fs came 2 or g days unto the Town and wy a great means of reſiſting | 
the pr,” 
4 Mr. 


% 


4 
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5 


124. THE HISTORY Conan, 4 


2645, |. | Edmund Cradack. 17 
16465, Danet Abney Gent. the ſecond Gent. 
I have ſeen added to the name. I have by me the trades and pro- 
feſſions of all the Mayors from about 1600, to the preſent time. It 


is a piece of information, I apprehend, that very few would thank 


me for, in conſequence I have omitted it. 
1647, Thomas Blount. . 
An article in this year ſays © Received fines for Tythes, of 
Danets Hall Weſtcotes &c. 120.“ 


Money was ſo ſcarce about iu time that principal traders. of 


| 


Towns paſſed tokens for the uſe of themſelyes and neighbours. The 


annexed Plate contains copies of moſt of them coined in Leiceſter. 
The date of the earlieſt known is 1648, the lateſt o 
1 10 58 Milliam Stanley. 58 
7 C6 6 125 was given to the ſufferers by fire at Lutter worth.“ 
About the time of the King's death the enemies to the eſtabliſhed 
Church made a practice of 0 5 Jack- aſſes into the Churches of 
| Leiceſter, 


«© Mr, PER of Dunton, Mr. Haſelrigg, Ludlam a Chandler 3 Mr. Payne of 1 New- 
ton-of Houghton a ſometime, High Conſtable, Read 1 Korlby Mr. Stevens Stoneley a Mercer there 


by the weſt gate.” 
« Aſter the breach was made in tis will by the Cannon, by 6 o'clock they in the Town had gotten 


up a handſome retrenchment and with g flankers (a great Spaniſh piece) within 4 or /5 yards of the wall.” 


« All the evening was a general preparation to affault the Town and a little afore 1 12 of the clock in 
the night this violent ſtorm began and continued till after one.“ 

« Col. Geo. Leſlie Tertia fell on upon the breach and were beat off and the K. ſent his foot reg, of 
life guards to aſſiſt but they got fully in before. 

++ Col. Bards Tertia fell on with OI ladders ſome neer a flanker and others ſcaled the Horn work 
before the draw bridge on the eaſt fi 

« Sir Barnard Aſteleyes Tertia fell 585 north ſide which is the river fide & a draw nigh the abby. 5 

4 Col. John Ruſſel w'th the princes Reg't the blew Cotes and alſo the princes firelockes aſſaulted. 

« They ſet up the princes black collers on the great battery where Ea of Northtown's horſe about one 


of the clock where let in at the ports & they ſcowered the lyne and Town, in the mean time ye foot 


gott in & fell to plunder fo that ere day fully opened ſcarce a cottage unplundered. There were many 
Scotts in the town & no quarter was given to any in the heat, more dead bodyes lay in within the lyne 
farr than what are in the Groff. 1 told go or more at. the breach, as many within as without. RAYA 
Areet had ſome I believe 200 on both ſides.“ 

« enen. St. George — Major Bunnington ht in the oy juſt as be reached on the top of the 
ladder,” 
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The Tradeſmen's Tokens above, from No. 1 to 15, incluſive, are from Tokens uſed in the County. 
Thoſe from No. 15 were iſſued by the following perſons in Leiceſter, : 


y6. Francis Elliot, 1655, 24. Nathaniel Baker, 1667. g2. I. W. N. at the Red Lyon, 
v7. James Lee, 1656. 25. Daniel Heggs, 1667. 33. Tho. Overing. | 
18. David Deakins, 1657. 26. John Browne, 1669. 34. Jane Palmer. 

19. David Deakins, 1664. 27. Jar Laſh, 1669. 85. William Spencer. 

20. John Goodliall, 1666, 28. William Savidge, 2670, 36. Thomas Sturges. 

21. Robert. Page, 1666. 29. John Maſon. 37. Richard Woudroffee 

22. Jokn Pares, 1666. 30. Mary Mountney, 38. Samuel Wallſou, 

53. Edward Read, 1666. 31. Richard, Noone, | 
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Leiceſter, and led them to the fonts in ridicule of the Church bap- 
tiſm. | This audacious practice created much wrath in the Town, 
ſeveral Battles were fought at the Church doors in conſequence ; 
but the liberty men in general prevailed. © No wonder; in times 
like thoſe we are noticing, that ſuch indecencies ſhould be practiced. 
The multitude have often ſtruggled to affect a change; but they 
have not always bettered their condition by it; in che iſſue _y: muſt 
be governed. | 


TIE 1649, William Speachley.. 


Theſe articles occur in his time © Rec'd of Mr. Churchman by 
Alex. Baker, being money given for the uſe of the poor of this 
Corporation by divers well affected Aer ger to the King) after 
the ſtorminge of the Towne F200.” 

* Paid for taking down the King's Sm no ſum mended. 
I ſuppoſe there would be help enough to take them webs mit 
pay, after the King was dead. 

Paid the Clerk to the Commiſſioners ue canada! down to * 
and inquire after the king's revenue 10s. 
; G 1650, 


« 28 or go officers Major of the pr R. firelockes. The army of horſe faced ii bodyes all night in 
ſundry places. About day about 10 of the enemy got out and eſcaped by the river ſide and were followed. 

“ His Majeſtie Qua. this friday night at Leiceſter abby the Counteſs of Devon's houſe.” 

„ His Majeſtic reſted at Leiceſter abby The army of foot in Leic. The Horſe round bout in Corpes 
& villages.” Vs 

6 The sev of e Brown of wu, in the Noun nen on Au trial of che 
Kin 

1 fwore © That at ſuch time as the town of Leiceſter was b the forces of Charles the Firſt, 
“being in or about June 1645, Newark fort, in Leiceſter, was ſurrendered to the king, upon condition 
& that neither cloaths, nor money, ſhould be taken from any of the garriſon, which kad ſurrendered; nor 
« any violence ſhould be offered to them; and that as ſoon as the fort was upon ſuch conſideration fo 

« ſurrendered,” the king's ſoldiers. contrary to the articles, fell upon the ſoldiers of the fort; did ſtrip and 
wound many of them: whereupon one of the king's officers rebuking ſome of thoſe ſoldiers, this 55 
e ponent did hear the king ſay, I do not care if they cut them more, for they are mine enemies, 
&« words to ſuch effect. And that the king was on horſeback, in bright mdr, in the ſaid e 
« Leiceſter,” | 

"Another officer who was preſent at the fiege, blames the town's people very much for their raſhneſs, 
He ſays, Men and women fought in the breach to ſhew their over zeal in defending the town.” They 
afterwards mounted the tops of houſes, and threw ſtones and tiles upon the king's troops as they paraded 
the ſtreet, From one houſe, in the market-place, where the Parliament Committee and the Scots Depu- 


% 
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1650, John Summer field. 
In his time there was a fire at Burton-Overy, towards the loſſes 
the ſufferers ſuſtained, the Corporation paid £ 6 13 4. But a more 
remarkable payment occurs : © Paid for wine, and the Miniſters 
dinners, that kept the frydays lectures, and days of humiliation, 
£4 1 8, and for charges for Miniſters on the Lord's days, and 
' wedneſdays, ſince Mr. Angel, and Mr. Price left the Town.” 
Theſe were, moſt probably, the King's friends, or thoſe, amongſt 
many others, who favoured not the King's death, uſurpation and 
tyranny that followed. 
It is ſomewhat ſingular to remark what a number of fires there 
happened in the County, about this time. 
1651, Alexander Baker. 
In this year the e paid ſome poor ſufferers by a fire at 
Crapſon {5 © o. 
A terrible fire broke out at e towards the loſs, the 
Corporation paid (10 o o. And in the four r pe years. 
There 


ties were ſitting, ſome raſh people fired, and killed and wounded about ſeven or eight of the king's 4 
goons, upon which the ſoldiers grew ungovernable, ſecured every avenue leading from the houſe, broke 
open the doors, and killed every perſon without diſtinttion found therein, Col. Grey, the Governor, 
was wounded and taken priſoner with ſome inferior officers, and about 390 men.” , 

There is a charge in the Church-wardens accounts for the pariſh of St. Martin, that year, for the pay- 
ment of Wm. Haſtwell, maſon, for Leivenige down many graves which weare taken up att the buri- 
&« enge of ſeveral great officers of the king's army, which wayſlaine at the ſtormeinge of the town.” One 
officer was buried in the ſame church, who died of his wounds, at the Red Lion Inn.— There is an oral 

tradition in Leiceſter, that ſeveral people loſt theic lives in this church- yard, where part of the garriſon 
had been driven by the Royaliſts; ſome, it is ſaid, gained admittance into the church and annoyed the 
king's forces from the battlements and leads, It appears from the following charge in the pariſh book, of 
that time, that the king's forces broke into the church to drive them thence. Paid Francis Motley for 
mendinge the locks of the church doors broke by the king's army g.. 

Heath's Chronicle of the day ſays © After Prince Rupert had ſummoned it, THI 6 he offered quar- 
ter to the town, the Committee of that County, then reſident there, aſſembled all the commanders, and 
read the ſummons unto them; by whom it was reſolved to give anſwer next morning. The trumpet was 
no ſooner returned, but a drum was preſently diſpatched for a full anfwer within an hour; which while they 
debated beyond their flint, the king's guns played from the battery, and all ſoldiers were commanded to 

their reſpettive poſts ; the great and ſmall ſhot never intermitting that day and night; when next morning 
they ſiormed at ſix or ſeven places. At Newark-breach they entered firſt, where Colonel St. George was 
ſlain with a great ſhot, in a bravery and galantry of courage, venturing upon the mouth of the cannon. 


The works being ſeized, there yet remained a work of greater bloodſhed, the 9 where the de- 
fendants 
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There was a fire at Hinckley, towards the loſſes ſuſtained thereby, 
they paid C 5. One at Asfordby, £5. Another at Wimeſwould, 
they paid £3 19 10. At Desford there was one, to the ſufferers 
ny they paid £10 o o. And one at Ratby, £368. 
- 1652, Milliam Billars. 
21045. e ba Edmund Fohnſon. 
191697 11 gd). | Richard Ludiam. 

This Gentleman, it has been ſhewn ſerved during the abe 
in a civil and military capacity, and has been noticed by every 
writer who particularized the tranſactions of the times in this Diſ- 
trict; a man whom we muſt imagine had abilities ſuperior to his 
brethren in office, which the times called forth into action. By 
Simond's account of the ſiege, he lived near the Weſt- bridge, and 
by the accounts which I have of the various profeſſions of the Ma- 


yors of Leiceſter, he was a Chandler, as I have noticed above, and 
I rather think a Slater and Plaſterer alſo. 


ns Wh Kk . The 


fendants had drawn vp their artillery, and for three hours ſpace maintained the fight at the croſs therein. 
They were at laſt over-powered ; the Committee-men, with Sir Robert Pye, Colonel Hacker, and Colo- 
nel Grey, taken priſoners, and put wto cuſtody ; only Sir Robert had ſome more reſpect ſhewed him. 
The town was plundered, and ſome of the inhabitants for the preſent ſecured ; the ſpoil part of it carried 

away to the King's adjacent garriſon of Newark, Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, and Belvoir Caflle ; but the Par- 
Lament forces found very near as good booty in thoſe ſudden fpoils that came from Naſeby. All men upon 
this ſacceſs looked upon the King's army as far the more puiſſant, Great fears and diſtruſts were ariſen in 
the Parliament itſelf, not much different from deſpair ; ſeveral members being over-heard to ſay in their 
paſſage to the Houſe out of Weſtminſter-hall, that there was no hopes but in the King's mercy, and that 
the ſpedieſt recourſe thereto would be the ſafeſt expedient for them. And the Royal party were as good 
as ſure that the day was their own; which they made appear, even in London, by all publike ſignes and 
diſcourſes, The King himſelf, deceived alſo with this hghtning before his ruine, which he conſtrued for 
the brighteſt ſunſhine of his felicity, was of the ſame opinion; the refult whereof appeared in a letter wtit- 
ten to the Queen, June the 8th, where he uſed this expreſhon ; © I may without being too ſanguine 
affirm, that ſince this rebellion my affairs were never in ſo hopeful a way!“ 

Mercurius Ruſticus gives this account * May go, his Majeſty's army fate down before Leiceſter , 
and the murrow morning early tooke it by ſtorme, and in it the whole Committee, Sir Robert Pye, and 
many hundred priſoners; many horſes, much powder, arms and ordnance, and great ſtore of wealth. In 
_ the aſſault, on his Majeſty's part, were flaine Colonel Saint George, and about 80 others; but of the Re- 
bels about 1 20. The fame day the Rebels quitted their ſeveral garriſons of Bagwocth, Cole-orton, Kir- 
by- bellares and Burleigh. — Whilſt his Majeſty's army was thus buſied at Leiceſter, Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
(the Rebels“ new general) lay ſome 15 days blocking up of Oxford, though fruitleſſely; for by ſeveral 
fallies thence, he loſt many of his men, ſome killed, others taken priſoners, and not a finall number run- 

p51 | | | ning 
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The firſt of this name that occurs in the liſt of Mayors, was a 
William Ludlam, who ſerved the office in 1387. Another William, 
probably his ſon, ſerved in 1624, whoſe ſon, moſt hkely, was this 
Richard, who ſerved in 1642, and 1654. There was a Thomas 
Ludlam about this time in Leiceſter, in the building line allo, whoſe 
name I have to an inſtrument in the year 1633; who was appointed 
with ſome others to make an eſtimate of part of the materials of 
the Caſtle, and of the neceſſary repairs of another part of that 
building; but whether a brother or not, it is not certain. But thus 
much 1s certain, that the late Mr. Ald. Edmund Ludlam of reſpec- 
table memory, and the late Rev. Mr. Wm. Ludlam, his relation, 
were of this family, and probably from this quondam Captain and 
leading Magiſtrate of Leiceſter. It ſeems that no portion of his 
abilities has been diminiſhed in paſſing from him to his deſcen- 


dants. 
1055, George Martyn. 


1656, 


ning away, ſo that he raiſed his ſiege thence the 8 of June; and June 4, he aſſaulted Borſtall - 
houſe, commanded by Sir William Campion for his Majeſty ; but was beaten off with the loſſe of 300 
of his men, the brave garriſon loſing but one man, and four hurt. — June 6, there fell a ſtrange haile- ſtorm 
in that part of Leiceſterſhire which is in and about Loughborough; ſome of the haile-ſtones were as big 
as ſmall hens eggs, and the leaſt as big as muſket-bullets : it deſtroyed the corne, and did much hurt in that 
part of the country where it fell,” 

Another account ſays + The King's forces, having made their batteries, formed Leiceſter ;  thoſo 
within made ſtout reſiſtance ; but ſome of them betrayed one of the gates ; the women of the town labour- 
ed in making up the breaches, and in great danger. The king's forces having entered the town, had a 
hot encounter in the market-place ; and many of them were ſlain by ſhot out of the windows ; that they 
gave no quarter, but hanged ſome of the Committee, and cut others to pieces. Some letters ſay that the 
kennels ran down with blood. That Colonel Gray the Governor, and Captain Hacker, were wounded 
and taken priſoners, and very many of the garriſon put to the ſword, and the town miſerably plundered. 

June 7th, © Letters from Leiceſter informed, that the Committee-men and the Scots there were not 
killed in cold blood, as was before reported ; but that the King's forces killed divers who prayed quarter, 
and put divers women to the ſword, and other women and children they turned naked into the ſtreets, and 

many they raviſhed. That they banged Mr. Reynor and Mr. Sawer in cold blood; and at Nighton, 
they murthered Mrs. Barlowes, a miniſter's wife, and her children; that in the ſlorming of Leiceſter about 
300 were ſlain on both fides. © 

Both Houſes of Parliament were now in * ativek conflernation ; and ebrace Gomes . 
They were attended by divers aldermen and other citizens, who acquainted them, Thai the late news 
of ſtorming of Leiceſter, and the ſad conſequences. of it, had made ſo deep an impreſſion on the hearts tf 
many of the citizens and inhabitants in and about the city of London, 18 * 5 
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1656, R Edward Billars. 
1657. Edmund Cradock.. 
1688, Samuel Wandley, died. 
i Milliam Franks, choſen. 


1659, John Clay. 
1660, Danett Abney. 


CHARLES 11. 


ſ 


The following formation I gathered from the corporation ac- 
counts, on the ſeemingly joyful Reſtoration. They expended at 
the proclaiming Charles the II. King, whoſe father's arms had been 
torn from the walls of churches, in Leiceſter, with the moſt indig- 
nant fury; and whoſe memory they had branded with the vileſt 
epithets, £11 19 7. And on the day of general thankſgiving for 
his Majeſty's happy reſtoration to the crown of his anceſtors, which 

K they 


the Lord-mayor, to call a Common Council : that they had choſen a committee, and conſidered of a pe- 
tition 3 whereby their ſenſe might be repreſented of it to both Houſes : that they had therefore choſen a 
Committee to deliver this petition ; which contains in it as well their ſenſe of this diſaſter, as the cauſes 
(as they conceive) of it, and their opinions and defires for the remedies thereof; and how the like miſ., 
chiefs may be prevented for the future,” 

June 10, One hundred pounds for Sir Robert Pye, as a gratuity from the Parliament, and in re- 
compence of his loſſes at Leiceſter. Sir Thomas Fairfax and the King's forces were within ſix miles of 
each other. Langdale's regiment were in.diſcontent near Leiceſter, becauſe they might not advance 
Northwards ; but the King quieted them with a promiſe that they ſhould march thither within 15 days.— 
On the 1 gth, the Parliament forces flighted the garriſon of Cole-orton, and Kirby, and marched away.” 

June 14, { Mercurius Ruſticus informs us) was that fatal battle at N aeſby- Down in Northampton- 
ſhire, where his Majeſty's army (till then victorious) was now by the uncertainty of warr much worſted, 
his foot, ordnance and baggage moſt loſt, In this battle Sir Peter Browne, Sir Thomas Dalliſon, Colo- 
nel Bawd, Major Wilſon, and Captain Thorold, on his Majeſty's part, were ſlaine. The whole num- - 
ber on both ſides ſlaine was conceived not to exceed 400; but more wounded, Above all, the rebels“ 
cruelty was remarkable in killing upon cold blood at leaſt 100 women, A ſome of quality, being 
commanders wives, and this done under pretence that they were Iriſh-women.“ 
NMuitlock ſays © Cromwell coming in with his victorious right wing, they all charged aber upon 
the King, who, unable to endure any longer, got out of the field towards Leiceſter. Prince Rupert, 
who now too late returned from his improv ident eager purſuit, ſeeing the day loſt, accompanied them in 
their flight, leaving a compleat victory to the Parliamentarians, who had the chace of them for 14 miles, 
vithin two miles of Leiceſter. The ſame night after the battle of Naſeby, Sir T. Fairfax blocked up 
Leiceſter with his horſe, and next day kis foot came up to him.“ 


“ The 
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they be had been deſpoiled by lawleſs tyranny, £9 13 
1. They, who had been the foremoſt to rob him of his dignity, 
and lay his ſceptre at the feet of uſurpers, .now preſented him with 
£300, and expended 19 13 7 to procure the ſum in gold. Three 
Aldermen and the two Chamberlains who went to preſent it to his 
Majeſty, were accompanied by their Serjeants at mace, with their 
ſhining emblems of office attired at the expence of £45 © ©, on 
which occaſion they expended £17 12 5. What a change, in the 
paſling of a few years, was wrought in the minds of the inhabitants 
of this place Was 1 it from convittion, or neceſſity? Fan from 
both. 

In 1660 there was a double return of Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament for this Borough. © Thoſe returned were John Grey of Lon- 
don Eſq. and William Hartop of ' Rotherby. And Sir John Pret- 
tyman and Sir William Hartop Knight. There are preſerved in 
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the Bodleian Library, from the Rev. Mr. Cart's account of Par- 


liament men for the Borough, the following curious remarks. 
i 66 In 


« The triumph of the Royaliſts (ſays Heath's Chronicle) was of very ſhort duration. On the 15th of 
June, the day following the fatal defeat of Naſeby, © Fairfax gave orders for the army and train to march 
after them the next day, being Sunday, without any more intermiſſion ; the purſuit of the victory being 
of parrallel conſequence with the obtaining it. Theſe orders were chearfilly obeyed, though the long 
march of the foot for many days together, and the vehemency of the battle, might have made them reſt. 
That night they quartered at Great-Glen, four miles ſhort of | eiceſter ; but the horſe came nearer : which 
ſo much alarmed the nobility and gentry, that fled thither for ſecurity, that they fled thence in great haſte, 
leaving the Lord Haſtings to defend the place. The King in the mean time, not judging it ſafe to lodge 
at Leiceſter, departed to Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, where he repoſed himſelf ſome few hours; but ſtayed nat 
there, making all ſpeed he could from Litchfield in the night, and from thence into Wales. The other 
part of the rout, being the Northern horſe under Sir Marmaduke Langdale, fled incontinently from the 
battle to Newark, and narrowly eſcaped Sir John Gell, who was advancing with 2000 horſe from Not- 
tingham, to join with the General. The General Fairfax was unreſolved whether he ſhould preſently 
march to relieve Taunton, ſorely diſtreſſed by the Lord Goring, or undertake Leiceſter. He had received 
full information of the ſtrength of that army, and what a deſperate forlorn condition Blake the Governor 
was in; yet knowing that now there was no poſſibility of junfture with the King, of which before the 
fight Goring had aſſured his Majeſty within few days, he reſolved to reduce Leiceſter firſt. On monday, 


—_— 


June 16, the whole army came before the Town, when the General ſent a ſummons to Lord Haſlings to 


deliver it to the uſe of the Parliament; ; who very reſolutely refuſed them, and thereupon command was 
given for a preſent florm. On the 17th. being Tueſday, great ſtore of ladders were brought i in, a bat- 
tery raiſed, and two'demy-cannons and a whole culverin taken at Naſeby were placed upon an old work 
againſt the Newark, being the very ſame guns which the King, not many days before, had uſed againſt 

| the 
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* In ſeveral hall-books I have met with the following account of 
Members choſen for the Town. 


17 Edward IV. Jan. 12. There were elected Peers Curtes by the 
commons, and John Wigſon by the Mayor and his brethren. The 


Parliament began the 17th of January, and was diſſolved the 25th 
of February following. 


22 Edward IV. On 1 F riday before the 1 were elected 


Peers Curtes, Mayor, by the commons; and John Roberts by the 
Mayor's brethren. 


1 Richard III. January 12. Elefted John Roberts, Mayor, by 
the. Mayor's brethren, and Peers Curtes by the commonalty. The 
Parliament began January 13th. 


| 01 1 41 Henry 


the ſame place. Whereupon the Lord of Loughborough, ſeeing the reſolution of the enemy, ſent a. 
trumpeter out that day with letters, deſiring a parley concerning the ſurrender of the Town ; which be- 
gan that evening,” concluded in an agreement ; and on Wedneſday morning, June 18, the garriſon 
marched out, the governor to Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, the ſoldiers and other officers to Litchfield, with ſtaves 
only in their hands. There were taken in the Town 14 pieces of ordnance, go colours, 200 arms, 500 
horſe,” 30 barrels of powder, and other ammunition proportionable.“ 
Letter of Oliver Cromwell, copied exattly from the original, indorſed thus : 
« For the Hon, William Lenthall, Speaker of che Commons' Houſe of Parliament. 1 
& Sir Haverbrowe, June 14, 164 5. 

Being commanded by you to this N T think myſelf bound to acquaint you with the good hand of 
God, towards you and us. We marched yeſterday after the King, who went before us from Daventry 
to Haverbrowe, and quartered about fix miles from him. This day we marched towards him. He drew 
out to meet us. Both armies engaged. We, after three hours fight very doubtful, at laſt routed his 
army; killed and took about 3000; very many officers, but of what quality we yet know not. We took 
alſo about 200 carriages, all he had, and all his guns, being 12 in number; whereof 2 were'demi-culve- 
rins, and (I think) the reſt lacers. We purſued the enemy from three miles ſhort of Hav n to nine 
beyond, even to the ſight of Leiceſter, whither the King fled. | 

Sir, this is none other but the hand of God, and to him alone belongs the glory, wherein none are to 
ſhare with him. The General ſerved you with all faithfulneſs and honour ; and the beſt commendation I 
can give of him is, that I dare ſay he attributes all to God, and would rather periſh than aſſume to him- 
ſelf, which is an honeſt and a thriving way: yet as much for bravery muſt be given him in this action as 
to a man, Honeſt men ſerved you faithfully in this action. Sir, they are truſty, I beſeech you, in the 
name of God, not to diſcourage them. I wiſh this attion may beget thankfulneſs and humility- in all 
that are concerned in it. He that ventures his life for the liberty of his country, I-wiſh he truſt God 
for the liberty of his conſcience, and you for the liberty he _—_ for, In this he reſts, . who is your 
| humble ſervant; es Orivex Crouwer ts.” 

| Sir 


THE HISTORY Lenax. 11] 


4 Henry VII. December 22. Elected Peter Curteys and Roger | 
Wigſon, The Parliament began January 13th. 

7 Henry VII. Auguſt 23. Elected Peter Curteys by the commons 
and Robert Croft by the Mayor and his brethren. The Parliament 
began the 17th of October. | 

19 Henry VII. Die Jovis -prox' ante elm Nativitat' Domini. 
Ele&ed Robert Orton by the commons, and William une Ju- 
mor by the Mayor and his brethren. 

14 Henry VIII. On Tueſday before the Anouxelitiva Elected 
William Bolte, Mayor, by the commons, and mann 1 by 
the Mayor's brethren. 

I have met with no more Elections of Parliament men till I Mariz. 

As to the electors, obſerve, 1. That the government of the town 
being anciently ORR in 24 perſons, ſtyled © The Mayor and his 

brethren,” 
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Sir John Gell, (ſays Mercurius Veridicus) hearing that the King's army was routed, and that Sir 
Thomas Fairfax had purſued them to Leiceſter, from whence they alſo fled ; a party of his and Notting- 
ham's horſe went out on Monday the 16th of June. They gathered up 200 of the King's horſe, and 
many of their riders; and Sir Thomas Fairfax blocked up Leiceſter with his horſe till his foot came up: 
which coming to him, hee preſently ſummoned the towne ; and the Lord Loughborough (the Governor 
thereof) refuſing to ſurrender it, preſently hee ſate down before it; upon which the enemy deſired a par- 
ley ; which being granted, articles of ſurrender were agreed upon, the 18th of June, ta the effect follow- 
ing: 1. That the Lord Loughborough ſhould bee conveyed to the garriſon at Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, and 
have proteftion for the ſafety of his perſon thither. 2. That all field officers, as colonels, lieutenant- 
colonels, ſerjeant-majors, captains, and lieutenants of horſe (but not of foot) march away with their par- 
ticular ſingle horſe and armes. g. That the reſt of rhe officers and ſouldiers ſhall be conveyed to Litchfield 
garriſon, with ſtaves in their hands, and no other armes. 4. That all horſe, fave only thoſe before ex- 
cepted, ſhall be delivered up to Sir Thomas Fairfax, for the uſe of the Parliament. 5. That all ſuch 
priſoners as are in Leiceſter ſhall be releaſed and delivered ſafe to Sir Thomas Fairſax. 6. That all can- 
non, armes, and ammunition (ſave only what armes the officers are to march out with) and all the provi- 
lions, and bagge and baggage, i in Leiceſter, to be delivered up to Sir Thomas Fairfax. 7. That the 
enemy march out the ſaid morning, June 18; that Sir Thomas Fairfax may march in, and take poſſeſſion 
of the towne, by ten of the clock, —A liſt of what was taken in the town and garriſon of Leiceſter :- Five | 
hundred horſe, two thouſand armes, fourteen peeces of ordnance, fifty barrels of powder, many ſkeins 
of match, all Loughborough's carriages, and much of his treaſure that hee got in plundering of the towne 3 
All their proviſhons and ammunition, bag and baggage, thirty An with much other purchaſe, too 
large to inſiſt on the particulars here, 

« June 18, (Mercurius Rufticus informs us) Leiceſter was 8 by the Rebels, upon hike that 


bis mene $ ſouldiers within ſhould march away, the officers with horſes and arms, and the common. 
ſouldiers 
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brethren,” theſe ſeparately made choice of one of the members of 
parliament, and the commonalty of the town choſe the other. This 
diſtin ' choice laſted a good while in K. Henry VIIT's reign; but I 
cannot tell the' preciſe time when they began to chooſe jointly, 2 
That the commons concerned in the election of their members were 
all the inhabitants of the town, whether freemen or others, till 4 
Henry VII. when the King, by the advice of his council of the 
dutchy, to prevent the diſorders 'which frequently happened in the 
election of Mayor, Burgeſſes of Parliament, and making aſſeſſments, 
ordered the Mayor and 24 comburgeſſes to call unto them only 48, 
whom they ſhould judge to be the wiſeſt and graveſt of the com- 
monalty, upon theſe occaſions; and at the next election of annual 
officers, September 21, 5 Henry VII. the commons at large inſiſt- 
ing upon their ancient privilege in a tumultuous manner, the King 
in Parliament that year ordained that the Mayor and his Brethren, 
ſhould from time to time chooſe 48 of the moſt diſcreet inhabitants 
of the Town, who, with the Mayor and his Brethren, or more part 
of them, {ſhould make yearly election of all the Mayors and other 
Officers of the ſaid Borough, and their election ſhould be good, &c. 
N. B. The election of Parliament-men is not exprelsly mentioned 
in this act; nevertheleſs, all elections of them were in fact made 
agreeable to the tenor of it till the reſtoration of King Charles II. 
when Sir John Prettyman made intereſt with the commons at large, 
and, upon a hearing in the Houſe of Commons, vas admitted to 
be duly elected in virtue of their votes; and now the right of elec- 
tion is veſted in the freemen at large, not receiving alms, and in 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, not being perſons certificated 
from other places. The number of electors is now ſuppoſed to be 
about 2000. 18 


8 


ſouldiers without which agreement was moſt perfidiouſly broken by the Rebels. The ſame 18th of June 
a party from Newark, commanded by Captaine Wright, routed 200 of the rebels horſe at Ryby in Lin- 
colnſhire, flew their commander in chief, Lieutenant Colonel Harrington, with wow others, and took 
50 priſoners, with their horſes and armes.“ 


What 
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As to the perſons elected, it is obſervable that of old they were 
always inhabitants and members of the Borough: the firſt inſtance 
which II have met of any country gentleman's election being in the 
« firſt Parliament of Queen Mary, when William Faunt and Thomas 


Farnham, Eſqrs. were choſen.” ih 


1661, Francis Noble. | | 
A Mr. Wood received, 2 ſhillings being the arrears of rent for 


the Butt-cloſe, the price of two broad arrows. 
1662, Daniel Deakin. 


A fire at Grantham happened in his time, towards the ſufferers 
loſs the Corporation contributed £10. 


1669. Thomas Blount, who died, and 
Richard Palmer, was choſen: 
1664, Witham Calls. 


James, Duke of York, Lord High Admiral of England, and 
brother to the King, was entertained at Leiceſter, by the body Cor- 
porate at the expence of Z 16 3g 10. © Paid to the Duke of York's 
Trumpeters, Pages, Coachmen &c. {4 15 o.“ Corporation accounts. 

William Callis was an n who was honoured wath this 
princely viſit. | 
ref fa 1665, Williom Alſo. 

Some heavy fines were laid upon two inhabitants for refuſing to 
ſerve on the company of 48, One was Mr Edward Billars, and 
the other Mr. William Warbuton, who paid each £33 6 8, as a 
fine of 100 marks impoſed (as it is called) for the contempt of not 
ſerving on the 48. | 

: 4:44 3606 Edmund Townſend... 
The terrible fire that happened at Loughborou gh about this time, 


called forth an unuſual ſum for accidents of that ſort. *© Paid to- 
| wards 


Whit farther relates to Leiceſter, is briefly. as follows. By other letters it appeared that Sir Thomas 
Fairfax had begun to ſlorm it, and had made a breach in the works before the ſurrender ; and that, about 


that time, 7000 foot, and 4000 horſe, Scots, had advanced to Leiceſter in favour of the Parliament. 
Mercurius Veridicus. 


Fairfax 
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wards their preſent relief { 15 0 00 
wards does not appear. 


Here is an article which clemty proves what 1 hav ances in 
pages 62 and 64, about Bow-Bridge ; that ume onlyjhas transfered 


the name of the old Bridge, with arches, to that which was more 
modern and only one arch. 


% Paid for the repairs of Bow-Bridge C13 12 0,” a fans! more 
than the original coſt of making the little Bow-Bridge, about which 


the Corporation had no concern. At the fame time St, Auſtin 8 
well was Pave at the Adar of 2 14 8. 
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Fairfax, on the 20th of June, left Colonel Needham, Governor of Leiceſter, and advanced from 
that place and ſat down before Aſhby-de-la-Zouch. But before the news of the retaking of Leiceſter, 
reached Parliament, June the 18th, both Houſes had given orders for a colleftion on the following day, 
« in all the churches and chapels in the Cities of London and Weſtminflery” lines of communication, 
and bills of mortality, for the uſe of the poor inhabitants of Leiceſter, and for the relief of the ſoldiers 
that were priſoners, and had been taken there.” IWhatlock, and Journal of the Commons. 

Joly the 28. an ordinance was brought in for granting a public benevolence for relief of Leiceſter by 
the voluntary centributions, beſides 500 mnſquets, £1500 was granted them, out of the eftates of the 
delinquents for providing ſaddles, horſes, and piſtols. Journal of the Commons. 

Augt. the 30. the Committee at Leiceſter was authoriſed © to compound with ſuch Gentlemen of the 
County. as had aſſiſted or countenanced the king, or his party; the money 10 for the main- 


1 35 
What they conitrib uted aſter- 


tenance of the garriſon, and forces in the town.” Thid. 
Oct. the re an ordinance of Parliament was a finally agreed on by the Lords and Commons, worded 
thus, 


& Whereas it is very well known what miſcries befall the inhabitants of the Town and County of 
Leiceſter, when the King's army took Leiceſter, by plundering the faid inhabitants, not only of their 
wares in their ſhops, but alſo all their houſhould goods, and their apparel from their backs, both of men, 
women and children, not ſparing, in that kind infants in their cradles ; and by violent courſes and tortures 
compelled them to diſcover whatſoever they had concealed, or hid, and after all they impriſoned their 
perſons, to the undoing of the tradeſmen, and the ruin of many of the Country.” This ordinance then 
commands a general collection to be made in the Cities, Towns and Counties in England, in the churches, 
chapels &c, on the next ſabbath day after the receiving of this ordinance ; which ordinance was ap- 
pointed to be read by the reſpeftive miniſters during divine ſervice accompanied with an exhortation to aid 
the relief of the poor ſufferers, The money raiſed thereby was ordered to be paid, firſt to the Magiſtrates 
in the intereſt of Parliament, in each diſtrict; from them to be delivered to certain Gentlemen, citizens 
of London, who where appointed Treaſurers for that ſpecial purpoſe. Laſtly the Committee at Leiceſter 
was empowered to take the accompts of the treaſurers, and aid in the diſtribution, for which they were 
to be allowed all reaſonable expences. 

Feb. 7, 1646. a party of about 80 horſe, and 40 dragoons were ſent from Leiceſter, under the com- 
mand of a Mr. Mears, to Aſhby, who marched with ſych expedition and ſecrecy; that they ſurpriſed 


tha 
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This bridge ſince I noticed it in two. or three inſtances above, 
fell in Dec. 1791, owing to the foundation. ſtones being removed 
by the floods. Mr, Cradock of Gumley, who owns. the Friars 
againſt which one of the ends butted, was, I am informed, ſolici- 
tous for its preſervation, on which account he had ſome workmen 
to inſpect it. But the little peculator appears to have ſhrunk from 
the late charges brought againſt it, before its repair was undertaken, 
and choſe to exiſt, no longer than it could retain its ſtolen honours. 

I wiſh ſome foſtering hand would endeavour to ſave the old Bow- 
bridge from that deſtruction, which ſeems to await it. In making 
the drawing for the engraving page 64, I ſaw that its foundation 

was 


the centinels and entered the town; took 100 horſe, ſome rich prizes, and reſcued divers priſoners, and 

returned to Leiceſter without oppoſition. Whitlock, 

Feb. 10. Colonel John Needham, who was by Fairfax, left chief commander at Leiceſter, was 

appointed governor there by both Houſes of Parliament, and Owen Cambridge his Major. | 
Journal of the Commons. 

March the 1ſt, Leiceſter was ordered to be diſgarriſoned, and the works to be * and this order 
was confirmed by both Houſes of - Parliament. hid. 

Sep. 25. 1648. The Leiceſterſhire forces under Col. Hacker, par Col. White, were a £ 3000 
out of the eſtates of the delinquents. Among theſe delinquents, or in other words, ſufferers in the Royal 
cauſe, it appears by a copy of a MS. preſerved 1 in the Harl. Library, publiſhed in the Leiceſterſhice 
Collections, that the following Gentlemen, in this County, were fined for their loyalty. | 

Anthony Allen, of Ilſton 108“ 105, Henry Barrodale, of Shepſhead 1187. Thomas Bayley, 
of Mithe 3251 17s. Sir Thos. Beaumont, of Gracediew, Knt. 1190“. Jeſeph Bent, of Enderby, 
gol. John Buller, of Bilſton, 1247 16s. Sir Hugh Chalvely, of Leiceſter, 18551. Richard 
Dudley, of Swepſtone, 106!. James Duport, of Freeby, 5ol. Edward Farnham, of Quorndon, 
48ol. Joſeph Filks, of Evington, 70l. William Foſter, of Knighton, 1001. Thos. Gilbert, of 
Ruſhington, g4! 10s. Sir Richard Haulford, of Wiſtow, Bart. 2000. James Harrington, of 
Thornton, 11 19s 4d. Sir Henry Haſtings, of Humberſtone, 721. Anthony Haſtings, of the ſame 
place, Bol, Dr. Edward Hern, 70l. Juſtinian Iſham, of Shankton, 1106“. Of ſeveral Gentlemen, 
on the ſurrender of Aſhby-de-la-Zouch, into the hands of Governor Needham of Leiceſter, 1200. 
' Thos. Orme, of Nailſton, Gol. Sir John Pate, of Syſton, 1120. John Rooe, of Normanton-Tur- 
vile, 1280. John Rollaſton, of Staunton, 191. Sir Henry Skepwith, of Markfield, Knt. and Bart. 
11141, Ralph Skepwith, of the ſame place, 155. Joſeph Smith, of Saltby, Clark, 1000. Henry 
Styan, of Freeby, 261 66 6d. William Stirrup, of Loughborough, al 135 4d. William Squire, of 
Gaddeſby, 4ol. Richard Turpine, of Knoptoft, 1164! 136 4d. Thomas Winford, of Desford, 240. 

Such are the accounts of the ſiege and memorable tranſaftions in and about Leiceſter, during the civil 
wars of the laſt Century. The above relation proves that this place was conſidered of great conſequence, 
to either parties, and that the ſucceſs attendant on the ſiege, haſtened the. deſtruction of che King s army 
7 and in the iſſue, the lok of his crown and life, 
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was in a ruinous ſtate. In all probability it may drop into the 
Soar. ſhortly, with a paſſenger of leſs importance, but whoſe life may 
be as valuable as that of a King Richard, unleſs it be repaired. 

Charles, the 16th year of his reign, reckoning from the death of 
his father, granted a new charter to Leiceſter, ratifying and confir- 
ming thoſe of his predeceſſors. . This varies but little from thoſe 
before recited. ' The preamble as uſual ſets forth that“ the Borough 
of Leiceſter being an ancient Borough &c.“ which had many an- 
cient-privileges, grants, immunities and preſcriptions, from Kings, 
and other noble perſonages prior to its being incorporated. It ſays 
therefore, We for the better governing of that Town, do grant, 
ratify and confirm all farmer acts of our progenitors, that they, the 
inhabitants of that place, may enjoy Quot quanta Qualia, as they 
had done under the letters patent of our predeceſſor Edward the 

IVth, under the great Seal of England, or likewiſe what they had 

under Queen Elizabeth, &c. &c.“ In ſtrong terms it requires all 

officers acting in this corporate body to take the oath of ſupremacy. 

A tax alſo was paid for the © town lands“ to the royal aid 


£72 13 0. 


16679, - Wilkam Southwell, 
1668, Thomas Overing. 
156060, Andrew Freeman. 


* Received for the fines for the tythes of Danet's Hall, Weſt- 
cotes: &c. C 190 Oo 0.” Corporation accounts. 1 
| 1 1670, 140 Millium Dean. b 1 
This man was exceedingly unpopular, in his time; on whom 
the following lines were written, which I have heard from the 
mouths of ſome old people even at this diſtant day. 
* Dean, Dean, and double Dean, the child that is to bear, 
May curſe the time, that ever Dean was Mayor; ! 
For cutting of the ſtrike, and ſelling the Town land, 
And putting the money into ſquinting Pollard's hand.” 
Pollard, I have been told, was a Chamberlain and ran awa 
with the money: which had been received for the ſale of ſome 


Corporation 
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Corporation property. One houſe * was a tenement in _ 
Rood-lane, (now Town Halk-lane.) Foe adm 
8 1671, Alexander Rabe 1 Mente 
1672, John Clay. 
1673, Robert Harthhorn. | 
1674, Francis Noble. 11 . 
Great murmurings prevailed in Leiceſter, in his time, among 
the freemen of the Borough, againſt the farmers, who rented the 
land in St. Mary's field. I have inſerted the petition of the former 
and the reſolves of the Corporation, under the year 1753 to ſhew 
the opinions of men reſpecting the freeman's privileges, or ancient 
cuſtoms, and ſome ſubſequent tranſactions relative to u. an field. 
1075, George Becket, (1) 
1676, Edmund Sutton. 
A little article occurs, in his year, for mending St. Anthony's 
bridge, in Sanvy-gate; one that ſtood _ I f. ere before 


the town ditch was filled up. gh 
' 1077, Wilham Alfop. | Ss 
1678, Phillip Abney. 


1679, John Roberts. 
1680, John Goodhall. 

At the requeſt, and by che complaints of the Common council, 
and Freemen of the Borough, a law was enacted, in Aug. 1680, 
in conformity and confirmation, of one made in the reign of James I. 
that if any perſon being a non Freeman of the Borough, Shall at 
any tune exerciſe any' Trade, Myſtery, Occupation or Craft, within 
the liberties, or precincts thereof, contrary to the ancient uſage 
and cuſtoms of the ſaid Borough, ſhall, for every offence, forfeit 
the ſum of 20 ſhillings to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, to be 
recovered by action of debt, bill, or plaint, in any of his Majeſtie's 
Courts Record, to be levied by diſtreſs of the goo of the of- 
fenders. 

Mem. This law was exhibited to Sir Thos. b Kinidſhe, | 
and Sir Thos. Street, Knight, evo of Aſſiſe; and examined 


and 
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and fully approved by them and allowed. In witneſs whereof the 


ſaid Juſtices thereto ſet their hands and ſeals, in the * of two 
witneſſes. 


1681, George Bent. 
1682, Milliam Southwell. 

This year the charter was ſurrendered to the crown and was not 
reſtored till 1688. Mr. Major, it appears, was Bailiff at the ſur- 
render; but refuſed to reaſſume his office when it was reſtored. 

James II. iſſued a proclamation for reſtoring ancient charters, 
liberties, rights and franchiſes, when he was threatened with an in- 
vaſion, in conſequence all that had been ſurrendered, which were 
many, were reſtored, * Putting them (it lays) in the ſame con- 


dition, ſtate and plight they were 1n at the time of ſuch Gorey of 
ſurrender,” _ 


1683, Andrew Freeman, 

1684, Thomas Ludlam, 
The Rey, Mr. Newton, Vicar of St, Martin's church, this year 
preached a ſermon before an amazing concourſe of people, who 
moſtly attended there to ſee an unfortunate woman at divine ſer- 


vice, prior to her being burnt alive for killing her huſband at Ib- 
flock, in this County. 


Theſe accounts occur reſpeRting the charter: © Paid charges to 
Mr. Mayor and Ald, to London, to renew the charter, ¶ 20. 


Paid Mr, Brown, Town Solicitor, his I about the char- 
ter „180.“ 


JAMES u. 


1685, Malter Hood. 
The Rev. Mr. Andrews, when he left his houſe in Volceſtey 
found, among ſome old papers, a bill of fare for a Mayor's feaſt, 


in 1685; which by ſome may be thought, at the diſtance of a cen- 
fury, rather Curious, 
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IRST coRSE. 
The Firſt Table in the Hall, 


the firſt mels. 

A Coller of Brawn 
A diſh of fiſh 
Veniſon paſty - 
Choyne and turkey 
Ham and. pulletts 
Mince pyes 
Grand ſallett 
Roſt geeſe 


Veniſon paſty 
Tongues and elders 


the ſecond mels. 


Boares head 


| A diſh of fiſh 


Choyne and turkeys 


Boyld veniſon 


Mince pyes 
Grand Sallett 
Roſt geeſe 


Veniſon paſty 


Tongues and elders 
| the third meſs. 

A coller of Brawn 
A diſh of fiſh. 
Choyne and turkeys 
Boyld fowle 
Grand ſallett 
Mince pyes 
Roſt Geeſe 
Veniſon paſty 
Tongues and elders 


[Jam 11. 
„SECOND CORSE, 


For ye long Table. 


the firſt meſs. 
A diſh of wild fowl 
A diſh of lobbſtars 
A diſh of Pulletts 


Sturgeon 


Collard pigg 
Ducks 

Ham and tongues 
Tarts 

Rabbetts 

Cuſterd 


the ſecond meſs. 


Wild fowl 
Sturgeon 
Collerd Beef 
Cold pye 
Pulletts 6 
Warden and puffs 
Ham and tongues 
Rabbetts 
Cuſterds 
| the third meſs. 

Pulletts 
Wardens and puffs 


111.4 Collerd pigg 


Rabbetts 
Ducks 


Cuſterds n 


» 


The Second Tab 


_.- the firſt meſs. 
A diſh of wild fowl 


le, 


Lobbfters 


1 . 8 by ” 
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The Second Table in the Hall, Lobbſters 

| the firſt meſs. Pulletts 

A coller of Brawn Wardens and puffs 
A diſh of fiſh Sturgeon 
Choyne and turkey Ham and tongues 
A veniſon paſty Tarts 
Roſt geeſe Rabbetts 
Grand ſallett Cuſterds 
Mince pyes F: Collerd pigg 
Ham and pullets the ſecond meſs. 
Tongues and elders | Ducks 

the ſecond meſs Sturgeon _ 
A diſh of fiſh Pulletts 


Choyne and turkeys 


Ham and pulletts 


Tongues and elders 


Wardens and puffs 


Veniſon paſty Rabbetts | 
Roſt geeſe | Tongues 
Grand ſallett "Tarts | | | 
Mince pyes The firſt Table in ye Parlor, 
Tongues and elders the firſt meſs, | 
Boyld fowl Wild fowl 7: 
The firſt Table in ye Parlor, Lobbſters 
the firſt mels. Pulletts 
A coller of Brawn Wardens and puffs 
A diſh of fiſh Cold pye 
Veniſon paſty Sturgeon 
Choyne and turkeys PR 
Grand ſallett Collerd beeſe 
Mince pyes Rabbetts 
Roſt geeſe Cuſterds 


Collerd pigg 


The ſecond Table. 


Grand ſallett Wild fowl 
A diſh, of fiſh Sturgeon 
A veniſon paſty Pulletts 


The 


Wardens 
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A coller of Brawn 


Tongues and elders.” 
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The ſecond Table in ye Parlor. 


Wardens and puffs 


Ham and tongues 


A diſh of fiſh .. . Tarts 
Choyne and turkey | Tongues 
Veniſon paſty Ducks 
Roſt geeſe Collerd pigg 
Grand ſallett | | The Chamber. 
Ham and pulletts Ducks | 
Mince pyes Wardens and puffs 
A diſh of fiſh Pulletts 
Tongues and elders Tongues 
The Table in ye Chamber. Collerd pigg 
A diſh of fiſh Tarts ol 
Choyne and turkeys Collerd beef 
Veniſon paſty Rabbetts 
Ham and pulletts Cuſterds 
Grand ſallett Pulletts 
Roſt geeſe Tongues,” 
Mince pyes 
Grand ſallett 7775 
Veniſon paſty 


DI. 11} 


Some account of the Caſtle Mill, and the fiſhery af that part of 
the Soar, may be neceſſary to notice in this hiſtory. 
By indenture the 26th of May, the 12th of Charles II. his Ma- 
jeſty's Attorney General af the Dutchy of Lancaſter ſold, to the 
Mayor &c. of the Borough of Leiceſter, the Mill under the Caf. 
tle of Leiceſter with the Holmes adjoining, the fiſhing of the Soar 
from a place called Morehead unto the north Mill, and the ap- 
purtances thereunto belonging, n an annual rent to the 
King of C17, for C610. | 

21ſt and 22nd of June 1685, the Mayor &c. in confidlikil of 
{ 130, ſold 1 unto Lawrence Carter, Gent, tho Mill Fe: and ſeve · 
ral 


18 * 


= - SY * 
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ral fiſhings of the Soar, from a place called Morehead unto a certain 
bridge called Weſt-bridge, lying over the ſaid river, paying yearly 
to the King for the ſaid premiſes the reſerved rent of { 17 per annum. 
And the Mayor &c. as far as by law they be enabled, grant to 
the ſaid Lawrence Carter free leave and liberty, at his own expence, 
not only to make ciſterns within the High Croſs, in the Borough 
of Leiceſter, for the holding and furniſhing with water ſuch pipes 
as he ſhall lay down in the ſaid Borough, Biſhop's Fee, Newark and 
Caſtle of Leiceſter, or in any of them. | 
30. Sep. 1748, the deviſees of the Mills &c. named above by 
the will of Thos. Carter, fold to Jane Flower for the ſum of £270, 
the purchaſe made of the Corporation by Mr. Carter in 1085, ſub- 
je& to the annual reſerved rent belonging to the Crown. 
1686, Francis Ward. 
168 Foſeph Cradock 
1688, Witham Bentley. 


WILLIAM III. 


1689, Jon Bent. 5 
＋ 160, in his year, was paid for fines for the Tythes of Danet's 
Hall, Weſtcotes &c. | 
1690, John Goodhall. 
1691, George Becket, died, 
| John Wilkins, choſen 

The leaden Pipes, found ſo frequently acroſs the Streets, ads in 
the Vards of the Houſes in the South part of the Town, are ac- 
counted for by the expenditures of his year. Wilkins was a clock 
maker. Paid Mr. Wilkins, Mayor, for 940 yards of new caſt 
leaden Pipes, {142 4.” 


In the year 1791, 1 ſaw two lengths of theſe Pipes, 1 up, by 


the workmen, betwixt the High croſs and the Peacock, when that 
ſtreet was begun to be paved after the modern faſhion. The wa- 


ter works were where the pump is at abe end of the new lbs 1 | 


below the Peacock. . | 
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1692, Jon Brookeſby. - 
1693, Edmund Johnſon. 
1694. Thomas Palmer. 
1695, John Pares. 
1696, Jon Roberts. 
1697, Henry Pate. | 
1698, Jom Crucroft. ot 1 
1699, Samuel Woodland. + | 
1700, John Abney. 8 1 
1701, Richard Townſhend; John Pares, Francis Lewin, ch. (a) 
1702, Edmund Cradock. Thomas Hemſley, John Smally. 


ANNE. 


1703, Richard Weſton. Charles Tufley, John Cooper. 
1704, Thomas Ayre, John Denſhin, William Goadby. 
1705, Thomas Hartſhorn. John Pratt, Robert Winkield. 
1706, George Bent. Matthew Jud, William Hammonds. 
1707, John Ludlam. Roger Lee, William Topp. 

% Rec'd of Mr. Robert Sherwin, purſuant to agreement made 
at Lutterworth, between the Corporation, and the City of Coven- 
try, concerning Sir Thomas White's gift, for which City he paid, 
as their agent, £200, and for the intereſt money, {3 5 ©, and for 
a year's rent of Sir Thomas White's land according to agreement.” 

« Mem. this {260 was repaid to . in 1719. oy order 6&4 

the Court of Chancery. E. I.“ | 8 
1 1708, James Annis. Edward Palmer, Francis Colmat,: 
1709, Edward Hood. Humphrey Chapman, Thomas Ayre, 
1710, Thomas Bradley. John Newton, John Ayre. | 
1711, Edmund Fohnſon. Thomas Gamble, Thomas Lewin. 
Nothing of very public notoriety happened reſpetting the tran- 
ion; of the Corporation, about this time, excepting thoſe re- 
kev WELL ſpecting 


TY 


(a) It may not tbe a piece ol information very neceſſary, foi general readers, to lids who ſerved the 
Offices of Chamberlains to the ſucceeding Mayors ; but to ſome, as a cn book of reference, it 
may be found uſeſul, on that account 1 inſert them hereafier. 
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ſpecting the South fields, which the reader will find noticed un- 
der the Mayoralty of Mr. Chapman in 1754. 

1712, John Cooper. Edward Bracebridge, Thomas Ludlam. 
1713; Arthur Noon. John Guthridge, William Page. 

1714, John Pares. Richard Whitman, Richard Jordan. 

In 1714-15, there happened, at Leiceſter, and perhaps in many 
other places, a remarkable tempeſt, which has been ever fince 
called Birds uind, by reaſon of a Gentleman of that name being 
then a Candidate for the honour of ſerving in Parliament for this 
County. Upon the credit of my aged Mother, (now living in a 
remarkable good ſtate of health) who was born in the firſt year of 
the preſent century, I give the following: A Mrs. Dickman, going 
from St. Margaret's Church; was blown from the foot cauſeway 
into the Town ditch, in-Church-gate ; and another Lady was ſaved 
from being blown over the Weſt-bridge, into the River, by two 
men: Hoops were in general aſe at that time. She informs me 
further that the leads on ſome of the Churches, were torn up, and 
that many of the people left the Churches in the middle of divine 

ſervice, expecting every minute the deſtruction of the Steeples. 


GEORGE I. 
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1715, Francis Lewin. Sabo Martin, Benjamin Guthridge. 
1716, William Goadby. Auguſtin Heafford, Thomas Orme. 
1717, Thomas Helmeſley. Richard Roberts, Robert Reynolds. 
1718, Charles Tuffley, Henry Smith, John Payne. 

nn March 1718-19, on Thurſday night, about 8 o'clock, there 

vas ſeen a Meteor in the aire, which appeared like a ball of fire, 
and ſeemed to fall to the Earth, being very 3 to all that 

ſaw it.” Book of Mayors. 

1719, John Ludlam. Samuel Simpſon, Edward Hawkins. 
1720; Robert Winfield, died, 

Edward Hood, ſucceeded: Jenn Earp, Gabriel Newton. 

Jo or three remarkable murders, and ſome ſingular robberies, 


ne 
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were committed about this time, which maijghe be wenig in e 
not to notice. I am not particular as to tie ea. 

A man who was by trade a taylor, and lived in "Thartitondane, 
killed his wife in her bed, by running a fine e into her ear; 
for which he was hanged. 18688 

A Mary Hall, who had kt with the eendereſt care, Roda its 
infancy, her niece, whoſe: parents were dead, cut its throat, and 
immediately pr eſented herſelf to her father, with her bloody hands 
and knife, and told him what ſhe had done. She was hariged with 
a man called Bull Parker, who with an ax mangled his wife's 
head in bed. The houſe, or rather chamber, where the fact was 
done, (I remember it ſtanding) ſtobd on the ſeite of the back part 
of Mr. Johnſon's buildings near the vater houſe pump. Ile im- 
mediately afterwards, as he declared hitmiſelf, endeavoured to ab- 
ſcond, but the devil ſtopt him on the Weſt- bridge; from thence he 
went with the greateſt compoſure to the Town Jail, knocked up 
the Jailor, and told him what he had done. He was hanged for 
the murder; but on the road to the Gallows,” erected then near 
where the Infirmary now ſtands, he ſang, inſtead of ſpiritual ſongs, 
* A light heart and a thin pair * breeches goes through the world 
my brave boys.” 

The robberies were done by a a Waigel and his ſervarit, who 
lived in repute. _. 

The Hoſiery buſineks, by this 408 was in a a 8 in 
Leiceſter. Carr, the maſter, was in that line of buſineſs and lived 
in St. Nicholas pariſh, near the Church. Sutton, the other thief, 
was either an apprentice to him or a journeyman. During the 
Winter ſeaſon, Warehouſes of hoſiery goods were frequently broke 
open, and their contents conveyed away, and every one was at a 
loſs to diſcover the thief: Watchmen were appointed, dogs placed 
in Warehouſes, and in others men ſlept, to prevent being plun- 
dered; but every ſucceeding Winter depredations of chis ſort hap- 
pened in one part of the Town or another. Goods packed at the 
Inns for the Carriers were den away, and conveyed no one cad 
where. 


+ --, 


At 


4 
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At dads ingdlar occurrence brought ddt l Gil. 
ooberpi bib as vigilance of the Magiſtrates; hef any penetration 
of the Town's people could effect. A man of the name of Harris, 
commonly called Tangle Harris, whoſe youngeſt ſon lately died in 
the calling of a chimney. ſvbeper, uſed to carry out frames for 
ſtocking — oy and fetch coals. obealionaMy from the- pits. 
He was a very ſtout man, ard going one morning, very early, 
by St. Mary's Church-yard? on his a to the meadows or lanes, 
where his poor horſes uſed to ſeed, he heard ſomebody in the 
Church-yard, (it was about 2  deldcks in the morning) and he aſked 
who's there? a perſon there ſaid Go look I Then rejoined Harris 
I'll be d, «1 dont: nod who you ave; and immediately haſten- 
ed towards him to ſeiae him by the cAlar, when a blow was aimed 
at him by a inan with a ſpade; which luekily miſſed him; he then 
ſprang forward and ſeized him, but another man, he ſaw, ran away. 
| He brought the man he ſecured into the town, and called up a 
conſtable z\;arid upon examining him they found him to be Sutton, 
the ſervant of Mr. Carr. Harris concluded that he had diſcovered 
the robbers, for the taking of whom great rewards had been of- 
fered. After making Sutton ſecure they went to Carr's Houſe, 
which they entered by ſome means, and found Carr in bed with 
his wife; but his ſhoes were quite warm which ſtood by the bed- 
ſide. Upon this they ſecured him. Then all the robberies came 
out by the confeſſion of Carr himſelf, in hopes of ſaving his life. 
At the enſuing Aſſize they were both convicted on clear, but cir- 
cumſtantial evidence; and were both hanged ſoon afterwards. 
When Sutton was taken they were employed in burying ſome 
goods ſtolen that night. And it came out upon the trial that Carr 
uſed to go frequently to London to diſpoſe of the ſtolen goods. 
He bore a fair character, in Leiceſter. Sutton was a handſome _ 
young man, and much pitied. 1 


1721, Milliam Hammond. A Noon, 8 Bent. 
1722, Humphrey Chapman. William Lewin, Joſeph Bunney. 
Paid to ſufferers by f fire at ee 4 15 0 0. 
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What will our preſegs. Gets think, pak iſe) from! hein hade 
of down at n aClogky.of. tho in Nov. 4728, by this copy. of a 
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wil they Selim. r lg faſhioned creatures 2." 

1729, Thamas Are. Henry Payne, Richard Gaodball. | 
1724, Thomas, Lambert. - William Cock, Thomas Baſ(a).- 

* Paid the fufferers by. fire at Coſby dne and to thoſe by 
another at Rearſby 13 0 Gn. 6 e teen na a 
1725, | Thomas, Ludlam, Thomas, Jobafon William: Lee: 
1726,, To. 8 John, Willows, William Bauſbbeld. 

8 neee 
G. E. 0 R K IL. 
* 3% ov a; 400; $4424 {3's 
1727, William, 12 ; FR" oak F. Edmund Lada. 
1728, Simon, Martin. John, Noon, rer ad, f 
28 e er pair ei nenen we on! 
en net , 18729, 

0 — eee eee eee 
a copy of a leiter given by miſtake, ont of ihe pocket of W. II. Eſq. to-a Geatleman in his company, 
in Aug. 1723, which is full of anyeQives againſt, the, Corporation, tor, their difaflection to the themreign- 1 
ing family ; charging them, | alfo, with chooſing Members. from amongſt the lower orders, of the people, 
of dhe -meaneſt thaialer, and' abilities," contrary to the expreſs letter of thejr charters. It charges thew 
conſequently with negleA, in not chooſing hole auached 40 che King, who were uf fortune and abilities, 


to fill the offices of that, body corpare, with honor -I can diſcover bus lite, more init han a ih c 
obtain thoſe places of truſt which others enjoyed, and perhaps, Bed, vi ier. . Wee 
abridgement of the letter juſt to ſhew the temper of the ti | 
June 12, 1724, at two. o'dlock in the aſternoon, an u cloud charged with Sen ad inbeſfin 
thunder, diſcharged ifelf over Leiceſter, iq the, great terxpr of the.inbabuant, he e pete pothiggles 
than the final diffolution of all things. It was as dark between the flaſhes. of. lightning, a night, birds, 
beaſt and man were's equally terrified, The hailſtones, which fell in amazing quantities, meaſured, ſome 
of hem, 6 inches round, The ripening fruits of the earth were moſily deſtroyed, 


t Din ch 
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1720 Richard Roberts; Ibm Cartwright, Robert Winkeld. | 
1790; Ar "Smith. Winter Noon, Joſeph Newton.” | 
1731, Edward Howhins., Samuel Miles, Samuel Belton. 
1792, "Cabriet"Newton. John Brown, Edmiind Johnſon. 
1734, George Bent. Edward Veſey, Thomas Ludfam. 
1734 Richard Goodhatt,” Richard' Ogden, Thomas Phippe. 
1733 Samuel $ Saul Broadhurſt, William Helmſley. 
1736, William Bruſkfield. Joſeph Denſhire, William Burſtall. 
In his time an ineffectual attempt was made to procure a Navi- 
gation. Mr. Mayor was politely aſked by a Gentleman who op- 
poſed it © Sir do you choofe to have it thrown out of the Houſe at 
the firſt or ſecond reading? ©ftrong enen that a negative 
was to be put on the buſineſs. 
Paid for the W ee of nnn to obtain 4 ' Navigation in 
Parliament £60 10 4. 
1737, Witham Loe. Thomas Topp John Witter! Lats 
Althe' I have a full aceount of the examimariory A the 
treaſonable papers found poſted up at the corners of the ſtreets, at 
this time, which ſo mueh attracted the attention of the public, not 
only 1n this place but in London and other parts of the kin gdom; 
I forbeat᷑ giving them in any other words than T did on ui der OC- 
caſion, there being ſeveral of the deſcendants of thoſe living among 
us who'where charged with being concerned'in the offence. It hap- 
pehed at the election of Mr. Wright and Mr. Wigley, in oppoſition 
to Mr. Ruding ; three gentlemen.of the molt amiable charaQters(a). 
[og omen ac now to — in u place, and I hope for the 
5 1 honour 


* 


(a) The buſineh of an eleftion about this period, had fo inflamed ſome of the incendiaries of this Town 
as to pale up, againſt the walls of ſeveral public Places, treaſonable papers of a very attrocious nature ; and 
the two contending parties ſhewed great zeal i in difcovering the offenders, to be of the contrary intereſt 
to themſelves. Men, women and children, took an abtive part in the contention ; invetbves of the moſt 
horrid kind were thrown out againft each other, without the leaſt reſerve. In ſhort, things were carried 
to ſuch a height, that'a Mr. Norton, a lawyer, a-man of fair charaQer, with ſome others, were by the 
Corporation's friends, ſuſpefied to be the authors (although they ſent an early account of the treaſonable 
papers to Government) and were taken before the Magiſtrates of the Borough, _ When under examina- 
tion, to the aſtoniſhment of every beholder, Mr. Norton faultered i in his reply, became ſpeechleſs, and 
died without a groan, Feb. 1ſt, 1738. 
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honour of our nature, it is ſo in many others, that in the more in- 
formed circles of, liſe, the fire of party zeal is ſoon extinguiſhed 
alter an election: in that of 1790 it is evidently conſpicuous. It 
remains only with the lower ranks: of mankind to brood over ima- 
ginary evils, and to fan thoſe flames ſo deſtructive to ſociety. Our 
animoſities, of this fort, originated in; ambition for the crown and 
ſceptre of de kingdoms, which to the poor is, or rather ſhould be, 
a matter of indifference : they muſt be the pack horſes of the ſtate, 

whoever reigns, or, whoever ſucceeds at theſe conteſts. Soon, and 
it is very happy for us, their wild and nien inebriation i is at. 
an end. | | 

* Paid on account of the e ie papers L42 11 6. 7 
1738, Thomas Baſs. John Smalley, Edward Harris. 

1739, Edmund Ludlam. Thomas Martin, William Watton. 

It is but juſtice to acknowledge that I have been beholden to the 
late Mr. Ald. Edmund Ludlam, for manyof the above ſelections in 
this Section, which reſpect the Corporation EXPENCES ; particularly 
thoſe marked with inverted comma's. t, 

1740, Edward Bates, Samuel Simpſon, Robert Lee- 
1741, John Cartwright, Robert Hall, Joſs Taylor. 
1742, Samuel Miles(a). Richard Denſhire, William Brabſon.. 

A wicked ſon of an old Chimney ſweeper, named. Condit, lived 
in Leiceſter about this time, who would; in London, have been 
called a reſurrection man; for he, like thoſe gentry, robbed Church- 
yards to ſupply the wants of Surgeons. Being one night with a 


/ i a companion, 


(a) 6 Aug. 18, 1742, at Leiceſter, about / eight in the evening, there happened a violent ſtorm of hail 
and rain, attended with terrible thunder and lightning, which laſted two hours; pieces of five inches in 
length, and hail-ſtones two inches in circumference, fell ; which killed ſome hundreds of birds, that were 
found next morning in the gardens within the town. The ſtreets were ſo flooded, that ſcarcely one houſe 
in ten but had its firſt floor filled with ſuch quantities of water, that, the people were obliged to carry it out 
in pails; and ſome cellars were overflowed fix feet deep, whereby ſeveral of the inhabitants ſuſtained great 
damage. Many waggon loads of ice were to be ſeen the Saturday morning joliquing, Thoſe who had 
been at ſea, and ſaw this ſtorm, compared i it to the breaking of water-ſpouts coming down 1 in Qireams.” 

' Leiceſterſhire Coll. 

This happened on a Race day, and I believe the firſt year of the Races being changed from the Abby 
meadow, to St. Mary's field. 3 8 
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companion, on a treſpaſs of that fort, whom he had engaged for 
the firſt time, in the buſineſs, with a promiſe of conſiderable re- 
ward; Condit, defirous of his chum's help without pay, after they 
had with much difficulty taken a newly buried corpſe. from the 
grave, and put it into a bag, laid it on his companion's ſhoulders; 
and then gave him a violent nip by the ear. The young man being 
unaccuſtomed to tneſe notturnal depredations, judged it to be the 
ſpirit of the corpſe that pinched him, he therefore threw 1t down 
and ran away. Condit after this took his prize home in the bag, 
and laid the dead body between the bed mattreſs and the bed, till 
the ſurgeon came to examine it next morning. His wife was en- 
gaged out that evening, and coming home about 12 o'clock, went 
to bed with her huſband, but complained of a hard lump in the 
bed. Condit told her it was a bag of potatoes he had ſtolen, which 
ſatisfied her. In the morning when the ſurgeon came to examine 
the body he found it in ſuch a ſtate that it was not fit for his uſe. 
Condit upon this reſolved that ſomebody ſhould have it. He being 
of the wicked fort, next night cut open a wool-pack that lay in the 
gallowtree-gate, about to be ſent into Yorkſhire, took out ſome 
wool, and ſubſtituted the dead man for the wool, and ſewed up the 
pack again. In conſequence it was carried into Yorkſhire. This 
ſtory Condit told himſelf ſome little time before he died, which was 
about the period we are ſpeaking of. 
1743, Samuel Belton. Thomas Chapman, Joſeph Hall. 
1744, Thomas Ayre. james Siſmey, John Hammond. 
1745, Foſeph Denſtire. William Higginſon. Robert Belton. 
The rebellion in che year 1746, occaſioned many and frequent 
alarms in this place. When prince Charles' little army (alias the 
rebels) were at Derby, this town was thinned of more than half its 
inhabitants. Warm and threatening partizans, in the cauſe of their 
king, while Charles was at a diſtance, appeared in arms at mock 
fights. in the caſtle-yard ; but when his army arrived at Derby, they 
deſerted the parade, and ſneaked away with the aged, the women, 
and the children, to ſeek aſylums under the humble roofs of neigh- 


Qq | bouring 
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bouring villages. Thoſe who were left at home were ſome of them 
buſied in depoſiting their valuables in the earth, and others in 
roaſting and boiling. to accomodate the unwelcome gueſts on their 
hourly expetted arrival; ſcouting parties, meſſengers on foot and 
on horſeback, were ſent to bring intelligence of their approach. 


Sometimes they were at Loughborough, ſometimes at Rodely, and 


ſometimes near Leiceſter... Frightened ſervants, who were kept at 
home with ſome maſters of families, were in convulſions at the idea 
of being defiled and murdered by the rebel army. The Mayor 
was ſurrounded by a few of his brethren (who had reſolution to 
ſtay at home) and his ſervants; all in continual fear; while ſome, 
who favoured the old cauſe, prayed fervently, in ſecret, for the 
ſucceſs of the prince's arms. In this ſtate were things at Leiceſter, 
when news was brought that the little army of the Pretender was 
haſtening back towards Scotland, and the duke of Cumberland in 
forwardneſs to attack him, which he did, ſoon after, at ene 
with ſucceſs; but alas] ſome ſay, without mercy. 
1746, Thomas Topp, Nicholas Throſby, John Weſtley. 

1747, John Smalley. Samuel Brown, Samuel Oliver. 

1748, Robert Hall. . Henry Guthridge, Richard Beal. 

A bill in his year, was framed for eſtabliſhing a regular watch, 
cleanſing the ſtreets, maintaining the wells and pumps, in the ſtreets, 
and lighting the town with lamps. A copy of it I have; but as it 
did not paſs into an act it is needleſs to recite it. | 
1749, Thomas Phipps. Anthony Ward, John Wigley. 

A little time before, and in his year, efforts were made to reſtrain 
non freemen from enjoying the privileges of exerciſing their trades 
&c. in Leiceſter, except on market and fair days, according to for- 
mer uſage. One Green a watch maker made no little ſtand againſt 
the corporation laws and charters in this particular. I have not 
leſs than 60 Quarto pages in M S. of the tranſaQtions. The note be- 
low contains ſufficient on that W ch * ſhews alſo that the char- 


ter 


(a) One Stubbs, a "Glover, eg the By law of the 3 which v was made to exclude non 


freemen 


Coro. 1.0 or "LEICESTER. 153 


ter I have-given' by king John, page 36, is the firſt Chiirid? known 
to be granted to the Burgeſſes of Leiceſter, _ 
1750, Thomas Martin. Clement Streeton, Joſeph Shane, 
On the laſt day of Sept. 1750, a ſevere ſhock of an a 
was felt in Leiceſter, and its vicinity, which created a general 
alarm. It happened about half an hour after 12 at noon, and was 
perceived, generally, in the county, in moſt parts of Lincolnſhire, 
and part of Northamptonſhire. The houſes tottered, plates and 
glaſſes fell from the ſhelves; and ſlates, tiles, and ſome chimnies 
fell from the houſes; but happily no greater miſchief was done. 
In ſome churches, where ſervice was not over, (it being on a Sun- 


day) the people ran from their devotions in the utmoſt conſterna- 


Ati Q tion. — 


ſreemen of the Borough from exerciſing trades within their juriſdiftion, occaſiohed a caſe to be drawn up 
and laid before Sir John Strange, and Sir Dudley Rider, in the year 1749. 

The caſe ſlated that it appeared by the firſt charter extant, that of King John, in the firſt year of his 
reign,. given in page g6, that the Burgeſſes of Leiceſter had certain privileges granted them, particularly 
that, of being free from tolls throughout England. It {tated alſo that time immemorial, non freemen were 
not ſuffered to exerciſe their trades and callings within the liberties, of the Borough. excepting on market 
and fair days. Further that the Charter of Elizabeth, granted in the 41ſt year of her reign, empowered 
the corporation to make By-laws for the regulating the ancient ulage of the town, with reſpect to trades, 
offices and buſinels, . ordaining ſuch penalties and fines, in caſes of non tated as they. ſhould think: 
lit, ſo as they were not made contrary to the law. of the land. 

The Mayor and Aldermen in Sep, 1681, made a By-law, in Be” TAG, of ** hw Jak onde 
by non freemen, to exerciſe their trades within, the Junits of the Borough, contrary to ancient uſage, re- 
citing that the freemen were liable to ſerve many town offices, which ſubjetted them to loſꝭ of time and 
expences, for which they ought to have ſome encouragement and privileges above thoſe of ſtrangers, , It 
further recited that at a Common Hall, holden in the Borough, in the 8th, year of king James I. it was 
ordained that every perſon ſelling articles openly within the limits of the Borough, non freemen, excepting, 
on market and fair days, ſhould forfeit 40s for every month,, wherein he ſhould offend, But notwith- 
ſanding perſons had notoriouſly offended againſt the ſaid By-law. and ancient cuſtoms. It was therefore 
| enatted by a By-law at the requeſt of the Common Council, that if any perſon or perſons, not being free. 

men, ſhould at any time exerciſe their trades and callings, contrary fo ancient uſage, ſhould forfeit 20s to- 
the Mayor, Bailiffs &c. of the Borough, © to be recoyered by action of debt, Bill, or Plaint, in any of 
his Majeſty's Courts of Record, or to be levyed by diſtreſs,” The ſaid By-law was approved and-allow- 
ed by the Judges of aflize next held at Leiceſter after the making thereof. | 

Afier this it appears that no non freeman ever attempted to offend againſt this Beans till the year 
1730, when Stubbs above mentioned refuſed to buy his ſreedom, and traded in defiance of the By-law, 
The corporation therefore commenced an aftion of debt in the year 1730, upon the By-law of 1681. 
The Cauſe peing at iſſue * Nil A che ſame was * It coming out upon evidence: that foreign- 


ers 


* 


« 
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tion The ſhock was attended with a rumbling noiſe A certain 
lawyer, in Leiceſter, who had employed his two clerks in his office, 
as on another day, was fo. terrified with the ſhock, and the warm 

reproofs of his mother, for paying no deference to the Lord's day, 
that he exclaimed, Jes, yes, for God's ſake give over Tur God's 
fake give over /—and remained for a time ſtung er ths r e 

ety of his condubbt. nes gebn 
1751; Samuel Simpſon. Joſeph Den, - John Thesen ite 

1752, Richard Denſhire, Richard Roberts, John Miles. 

1753, Thomas CMapman. Hamlet Clark, John Fiſher. '' 

At the. aſſizes for this county, which ended the 18th of Auguſt, 
1753s „the Rev. Mr. Hubbard received ſentence of death, for rob- 

bing 


ers and non freemen were always e uſe and exerciſe their trades and occupations, within the 


e, = well as ier thereof, upon market days _—— the Hen non- 
ſuited, 

- The queſtion 15 Sit Bally Rider, and Sir John Strange, in 1749, was thus, If the Corporation 
ſhould* Commence an Alion upon the cafe, upon the ſaid cuſtoms, with an exception of fair days, and 
market days (as the cuſtom truly is) againſt any perſon not "being free of the faid Borough, for uſing aud 
exerciſing any trade within the ſaid Borough, on thoſe days, that are neither market days or fair days there; 
if the def't. ſhould' give the plt's notice to produce at the tryal of the cauſe, the ſaid By-laws, w'ch are 
founded on a cuſtom, without any exception, of market days and fair days, and the By-laws ſhould be 
produced, what effeft would the By-laws (they being Corporate Acts) have ner tryal, they ſhewing 
different cuſtom than that Which will be declared upon Will that evidence nonſuit the pPts, although 
the cuſtom declared upon ſhould be fully proved beyond any doubt, to be as laid in the declaration; and 
is it adviſable, upon the circumſtances WIEN ! reggae #+-orkcong 
for ſupporting the ſaid Cuſtom ?” 

I am of opinion that the abovementioned miſtake of the cuſtom in the introduction to the By-laws 
will not be- concluſive to the Corporation, but that they may be allowed to prove the cuſtom by antient 
Witneſſes, and if they do prove it, they ought not to be nonſuited, on account of the deſcription i in the 
By-law, which is only more extenfive than the true cuſtom, but really contains nothing that is contradic- 
tory to the cuſtom. are n for the Carpotatzcn to un de abc poopebet for the 
CPI APPL | J. STRANGE, 

e 10. Ap'l, 1749.” 

| — of tht By % i Sela es of Gi let yer | i but evi, I think not 
ſufficient to overturn a cuſtom fully proved by other evidence, therefore it may be adviſable for the Corpo- 
pat or ou F 2 ras n . pd as it can be Cleatly proved by Witneſſes, | 

| D. Rypzn, 
29. Ap, 1749.” 

Cine 1 halt mer th As ended Whine 0 any but ſome time afterwards Green, the 
watch maker, and others ſet the By-laws at defiance, o and 


. to all deſcriptions of men excepting publicans.. 


; * 
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bing Mrs, Burbage, of Melton. On the day the robbery was com. 
mitted he dined; ith: Mrs. Burbage at Oakam, whom he followed 
at a diſtance ſome miles towards home; ke then diſguiſing himſelf 
with a cloak and viſor, rode up to her, and ordered her to deliver 
her money, which ſhe complying with he rode off; but he was de- 
tected by Mrs. Burbage having a knowledge of his horſe. In con- 
ſideration of his function he was tranſported. 

A violent conteſt, fraught with miſchief, happened at this time for 
members to ſerve in parliament for Leiceſter; called Mitford's op- 
poſition; but as I purpoſely avoid entering into the particulars of 
elections, I will only notice that the attempt to encloſe the ſouth 
fields Was a pretence, at leaſt, lor the deltryQion. of RR as s well 
as public property that enſuedw. 

The freemen of . Leiceſter al a claim, octhaps "ies ae 
thing more than uſage, of a certain portion of the year to turn their 
cattle in the ſouth fields. Above I have given ſome account of the 

purchaſe of the fields; and hence it may be neceſſary to relate ſome 
of the proceedings of the a renadlen reſpething them, -which are 
abridged as follow. 

* 1601, 20. Nov. 44 Eliz, It was —— that the ——— 
ſhould be det to Michael Thornton, for making the ſame ſounder 
for cattle, until a fortnight before the annunciation of the Virgin 
Mary and he to. pay for the ſame. besorg St. Andrew's day next 
405.“ ei Ih nue 

«> 1604, * 55 OR. 2 RR it was agreed that "I the 
letting of the Graunge, there ſhould be an enlargement made to 

the neee, | 
| 1624, A petition from the Freemen. | 
4 To the Right Worſhipful the Mayor of Leiceſter, and the 
Commiſſioners of the ſame, and the reſt of the Company.“ 

The petition ſets forth e That it would be a convenient thing 
to the corporation to compaſs and enlarge the high town paſture, 
from Sutton's Cloſe to Bridge; to which purpoſe divers in- 
habitants had given their beneyolence, when an almoſt general con- 


Rr 1 | | ſent 
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ſent had been obtained. Now for effeRting the former ' conſent, 
with your worſhip's good favour; we your poor petitioners, hum- 
bly intreat your aſſiſtance herein, that the-Cowpaſture may be ſo . 
enlarged ſor the general benefit of the poorer ſort; which, in all 


men's judgment is lawfull, thus Rune ourſelves to your godly 
conſideration '&c,” _ 


[ cE0% it. ] 


Under, gg ned by ſeverkl! FRIES 

F „th of June, 1624, This petition was taken into conſideration 
which for divers reaſons, not ſpecifſied, it could not be granted. 
But it was reſolved, That we think fit your ancient privileges of 
common in the ſouth fields /hall be maintained a). | 
- 1686. It was ordered that if any Steers or Bullocks were _ 
into the high town paſture, they ſhould be impounded.” “. 

* Common Hall Sep. 20, 1708. Whereas at a 8 Hall, 
in July laſt, it was agreed, that for the improvement of the eſtate 
of the hae preterm and the benefit of the freemen, to encloſe the 
ſouth fields, lying in the pariſh of St. Mary. It was therefore re- 
ſolved that the ſaid field, at the expiration of the leaſes, ſhall be 
laid down to paſturage inſtead of tillage, and to have one general 
incloſure.” - - 

29. March 1710. Ordered N che ſouth fields ſhould be let 
in fix farms.” 

„In 1731, at the expiration of abe lat leafs, mY was thn pro- 
poſed to lay down the ſaid fields to grals ; ; 78 was as rejected and the 
fields v were — in farms again,” in x. ia 


(a) Another * N trom a body of freemen was addreſſed to the Mayor Kc. in 1673, ſetting forth 
that their ancient privileges were partly deſtroyed or taken away by the improper conduft of the farmers 
who'rented the 16wn land. It fet forth that the farmers deſtroyed their privileges by dtiving their cattle 
thro! the drift, inſtead of the high road. That they. allo, againſt ancient uſage, watered, and laired their 
cattle in a place called Bull nooke, to the damaging the freemen” « paſture, That the farmers by ancient 
uſage ſhould keep 2 bull” and Boar for public uſe ; but they either kept none at all, or ſuch that was not 
ſerviceable. Tut che farmers afted contrary to ancient uſage by putting their theep into the meadows ſoon 
after Lammas, inſtead of Michaelmas day, That your petioners have been diſcharged from putting 
cheir horſes &c. into St. Mary' s ſtelds, according to ancient uſage,” It concludes with expreſſing that 
che petitioners hope that their grievances may be redreſled ; and that they may not be enforced to uſe other 


means, in à legal way, to procure their rights, 
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In 171, at a Common Hall, 26th of July, it was ordered that 
the fields ſhould be laid down for graſs.” 

_ © In*1752, Jan. 8, ordered at that Hall, a ſurvey to be taken of 
the fields, that it may appear what roads are neceſſary to be made,” 

* 19th of March, the ſame year, at a Common Hall, that the 
ſouth fields be not let out in farms as uſual, and that Mr. Mayor. 
and others be appointed to purchaſe the tythes of Mr. Conyers. 
Ordered; at the ſame time, that when the fields are laid down as 
graſs, grounds, that the commoners may turn in their cattle to their 
uſual ſtint, the 1ſt of Sep. Ordered that no part of the fields be 
ploughed up after Mich's. 1755. 

22 of Dec. the leaſes were ſigned and ſealed to Mr. Ayre, 
Mr. Phipps. and Mr. Oliver, for 21 years.” 

At a Common Hall, 2 Sep. 1754- Agreed to accept the pur- 
chaſe of the tythe and glebe lands, in conſideration of £540. And 
an acre which Mr. Phipps offered for £ 25. Ordered that Eardley 
Wilmot Eſq. be applied to prepare the form of an order for the 
excluding ſuch of the freemen as this Corporation ſhall think proper 
from turning any cows, horſes. or other catile, into the ſouth fields 
and meadows(a).” | 
At a Common Hall July gth 1755. Ordered chat Mr. Ald. 

Phipps, have leave to lay out / 50, in buildings, in the grange 
yard.“ 
At a Common Hall, 27 Aug. 1755. Ordered that Mr. Mayor 
borrow the money to pay for the glebe and tythe land.” 
At a Common Hall, 10 Sep. 1755. Ordered that (41 be paid 
to Mr. Ayre, (247 be paid to Mr. Phipps, and (22g be paid to 
Mr. Oliver, for the damages by them reſpectively ſuſtained, as 
tenants 
(a) This was an indiſcreet, and an inconſiderate reſolve, after long uſage; big with enn con- 
ſequences. It prompted men to atts of violence, and attempts of that fort ever will be the occaſion of 
much evil in this place. To this may be juſtly attributed all the horrors attendant on that baneſul election 
of 1754. It ought to be remembered that a ſmall majority carried this corporate unpopular reſolution, 


In che minority were many diſintereſted men; one of which was a gentleman of penetration and diſcretion, 
and a leader in all popular meaſures, the preſent Recorder is bonoured by beingtus deſcendant. 
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tenants to the Corporation. This was after the peopha had burnt 
the fences(a).” „ Haig gon j 

In 1756, a Committee was s appointed to direbt chin fences 
were neceſſary; in future, for the fields.“ 

Sometime after this a draft was prepared for new leaſts to be 
made; and alſo an order to prevent riots and PR in the fields, 
and to puniſh rioters. ; | 

A difference ſoon after aroſe between forms of the Crna, 
(for many of them were averſe to the unpopular meaſures) and Mr. 
Phipps, and Mr. Oliver, two gentlemen concerned in the leaſes, who 
were directly charged with giving inſtructions about the drawing 
of the new leaſes contrary to the inſtructions of the Hall( ). Theſe 
two gentlemen were exceedingly unpopular at this time, being con- 
ſidered as principal promoters of incloſing the fields; which, de- 
tached from every other conlideration, might have benefited the 
freemen better than in an arable ſtate. ba n 

A caſe was laid before Mr. Caldecott, an eminent counſel, re- 
ſpecting the riots in the fields &c. The queries and his anſwer are 
in the note below(c). | 

Heads 


(a) The fires in St. Mary's fields were burning night and day for a fortnight, to deſtroy the ſtumps and 
rails. It was a blaze for birthright privileges, exiſling in ſomething more than in the will of ſome few in- 
tereſted individuals. Here their rage did not end, for the 8h of April 1755 in the night (mobs cannot 
diſcriminate) they deſtroyed almoſt all the windows of every individual corporation man, The next day 
the town had rather the appearance of general deſolation, many houſes having neither re windows or 
window-ſhutters left. 


(% An Hal book has this remark, © It is apprehended that this ! is the firſt dra of the Tenants 


diftating the terms of their Leaſes.” | 


(c) Query. Whether as the Corp'n did by the ee Leaſes reſerve a Liberty for the freemen to 
turn into the fields ſuck cattle at ſuch times as in the Leaſes mentioned, they can juſtify deſtroying the 
fences &c. Is it adviſable for the Leſſees to ſurrender the preſent Leaſes and to have new ones without a 
reſervation for the freemen to turn any cattle into the fields &c p. 

Anſwer. * Suppoling theſe fields were the proper freehold and inheritance of the Mayor, Bailiffs 
and Burgeſſes, I dont think the freemen could ſtricthy, juſtify under the liberty given to them by the pre- 
ſent Leaſes, the deſtroying any old fences, for their liberty was only to depaſture, and ſuch liberty reſerved 
to them was only a conſiſtent right with the Leſſees of the Corp'n, who equally claimed under the Cor- 
poration ; but then, it ſeems to me that by the preſent Leaſes the liberty to turn in by the freemen is a 
Right allowed them by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, to depaſture, and if any fences were ſince 

| made 
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Heads of Mr. Phipp's 1. 1756, which more anmediately con- 
cerned the freemen. 


He takes Hall's Rc. and hs gallow Sad 4 Acres of the fariners 


lays, the upper meadow, and ſuch tythes as belong to the Corpo- 
ration. Among the exceptions, it ſays, always reſerving to the 
Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes the liberty of permitting ſuch and ſo 
many freemen reſiding within the ſaid Borough, as the ſaid Mayor, 
Bailiff and Burgeſſes ſhall think fit, to turn each of them two 
mares or geldings, and two cows each, into the meadows, and far- 
mers' lays, as ſoon as the hay can conveniently be conveyed away ; 
there to continue till the 25th of March. And alſo to permit ſuch 
and ſo many freemen reſiding within the ſaid Borough, as they ſhall 
think fit, to turn ſuch of them their cattle into the ſaid gallow 
field &c. The other parts of the leaſes are not neceſfary to be re- 


| cited. This ſhews the n then 1 and the deſire ſome 
made by 2 tele Leſſees, whereby ſuch FE of the freemen have been interrupted, 1 think they may 
remove ſuch obſlruttions in order to enjoy in their rightful manner their paſturage, and therefore in thi, 
Caſe I ſhould think it moſt adviſable for the Corporation and the Leſſees, that the Leſſees ſhould ſurren- 
der up their preſent Leaſes to the Mayor, Bailiſſe and Burgeſſes, and afterwards to have new Leaſes grant- 
ed without reſerving to the freemen themſelves any right whatſoever, but to have the liberty reſerved to the 
Mayor; Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, in mannet as is mentioned in the preceeding Draught, and after ſuch new 
Leaſes granted; I'think the Leſſees reſpettively may bring aftions againſi ſuch freemen as ſhall put in Cat- 
tle without, the permiſſion of the Mayor, Bailifls and Burgeſſes. 

2 On Mr. Alderman Phipps ſurrendering the preſent ! Leaſe, % has, of part of the South fields» 
it is intended he ſhould have a Leaſe thereof according to the Draft hereunto annexed, but with fuch al- 
terations 2s you ſhall think proper to make therein for the excluding of any freeman from turning any cattle | 
therein between old Candlemas day and old Michaelmas day, except only ſuch freeinen as the Mayor for 
the time being ſhall permit to turn any cattle therein, to the end ſuch ſteps may he taken as you ſhall adviſe 
againſt any freeman that ſhall turn any cattle into the faid belt, ne to che true intent and meaning 
of ſuch intended Leaſe 7 

Anſ. I think the Leſſees {h'd Arden hands and ſeals by tos furrchdes theie old 1 
Corporation and all their right Title and Interef} therein and thereto, and I thinkin this eaſe an Indenture 
berween, Leſſee of the) firſt part and Corp'n of the ſecond would be the propereſt, inftrum'r t, becauſe che 
Corporation mul} accept ſuch ſurrender, w ch cart ſo properly be done as under their Common | Seal, w'ch 
I think ſhould be put to the faid Frdenture. And 1 think it may be proper to have à previous order of 4 
Common Hall for accepting ſuch ſurrender of the Leſſees; and after ſuch ſurrenders are accepted, the old 
Leaſes may be deſtroyed, but there is no- neceſſity to deſtroy the old Leaſes in ſuch caſe before the new 
ones are granted, Ns ra _ rene meaty; be firſt executed before che new Leaſes are 
granted, - q | Tuc. Carvreort; | ; 
Leiceſter, Aug. 14. #736. * 


original corporate Body, from the bulk of the people, to prevent 


ume (I am not certain as to, the year,) which ſhould make people 
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men had, to wreſt thoſe ſacred privileges from the bet which 
had been enjoyed by their forefathers, ever ſince the firſt year of 
the ſouth fields being in the poſſeſſion of the Corporation: 
It would be well if men, intruſted with town offices of this ſort, 
would conſider their relative ſituation. Corporations were firſt and 
originally eſtabliſhed for the mutual benefit of every individua] 
member of that community over which they preſide. Their char- 
ters, property and power, were given them for the proſperity and 
peace of the inhabitants of large and populous towns: the intereſt 
of thoſe that are appointed to govern, and the governed, was 
equally the object of royal munificence and noble patronage, at 
the inſtitution of Bodies politic. Individual intereſt ſhould be 
baniſhed from the breaſts of thoſe, who muſt be confidered only as 
truſtees for the preſent generation, and to hand down, to . 
ones, inviolate, thoſe liberties and privileges given for the mutual 
benefit of themſelves, and fellow burgeſses', out of power. 
The above abſtracts, and ſucceeding remarks, are publiſhed with 
an intention only of being ſerviceable. to thoſe riſing into power. 
They may ſerve as a caution againſt the proſecution of unpopular 
public meaſures, which often ſubject men, in power, to contempt 
and hatred. Thoſe members of the corporation who are of the 48, 
are the repreſentatives of the inhabitants of Leiceſter, added to the 


clamorous and riotous aſſemblies, at the choice of annual officers. 
In the charters recited above; the reader has ſeen in what light they 
are conſidered; and he may alſo ſee a faint reſemblance, I think, in 
the now ſtate of the corporation, of the conſtitution of his Fer. 


the king, lords and commons. 
1754s Villiam Lee. William Orton, John Cartwright... 


1755. James Siſmey. William Clark, Thomas Se 
Two remarkable occurrences happened in Leiceſter about this 


1 


cautious of haſtening their n room RO man "On the bed 
of death to the grave. 
Elizabeth Cortes, who lived i in St. Margaret! 8 pariſh, was placed 


in 
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in her coffin for interment; her friends and neighbours were in her 
houſe attending to accompany: her to the grave; when to their great 
ſurpriſe ſhe. aroſe from her ſuppoſed ſleep of death. She lived ma- 
ny years afterwards. This fact is teſtified by the living, ſhe was a 
ſchool- fellow of one who related this to me, and "oP have often 
converſed together on the ſubject. 010 

Ald. Thomas Newton, whole Ga died lately in uk * 
lane, Leiceſter, was in a ſimilar ſleep: his friends were bidden to 
the funeral; but he aroſe before the day fixed for his na. He 
lived ſome time after. 

It is to be feared that ſome of the han race have experienced 
ſuch a change, f in the hopeleſs priſon of a diſmal grave, and lan- 
guiſhed there in horror, diſtraction and deſpair. bes fps 
1756. Edmund Ludlam. John Gamble, Cornelius Marton 

The 14th of June / this year, in Leiceſter, between the hours of 
eight and ten, there was a remarkable heavy ſhower of rain, at- 
tended with inceſſant claps of thunder, and very alarming light- 
ning, which was followed with a heavy hail-ſtorm, during which 
was ſeen a ball of fire, which divided into e and vaniſhed 
without doing any damage. | 
1757, Joſeph Hall. William. Holmes, 1 5 Cox "Kron, | 
Wheat was ſold. in Leiceſter, market, in 1757, for gs per ſtrike ; 
and-in conſequence of the high price of corn, the people grew tu- 
multuous. - In Leiceſter they forced the corn from the inns into the 
market, but offered no injury to the perſon of any one, At Mount- 
ſorrel a mob deſtroyed a bolting-mill, from whence they went to 
Sileby, and Loughborough, and likewiſe deſtroyed the bol ting- 

mills in thoſe places. In hep hs N the country Fhurhances of 
tze like kind happened. 74 tet 
17608. Robert Belton. 1 UL} . John Ward. 5 155 | 
1759, Nicholas Throſby. Thomas Aſtle, Benjamin Sutton. 
ez in his year, was alarmed by a threatened invaſion from 
France. /- | 
At a Ce, Hall held the 23d of Nov. 1759, the Mayor w was 


9 0 ſubſeribe 100 poutids - for the e laudable purpoſe. of 
| Ft ang 


— 


intended only to rob him; but the old man, being 
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aiding government, during the war, by giving large boumties for 
able bodied men to ſerve in the fleets and armies. A ſpirited ad- 
dreſs was printed to the friends of government, on this'occafion,” to 
urge them to join the corporation in this laudable meaſure, which 
was followed by a large ſubſcription from individuals(a). 

The Mayor was alſo empowered to give a grand Bajyues; at t 
Change, to the Duke of Grafton, and the officers of the Suffolk 
militia. The Suffolk militia then lay at Leiceſter, officered by the 
firſt characters in that county. It was then conſidered the pay 
elegant and coſtly treat ever given by the corporation, and one 
the moſt inebriating. Mr. Mayor, at night was aſſiſted by the duke 
down ſtairs; and the duke ſoon after was aſſiſted to his carriage by 
the town ſervants : there not being a ſoul leſt in the room capable 
of affording help to enfeebled limbs—Field officers and Alder- 
men, Captains and Common council, were Fü at reſt; all 
were leveled by the Row ad 5 80 of wine. 5 | 
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1760, John Weſtley. n Gn William Maſon. ' 

In his year a moſt ſhocking | murder was committed on the meds 
of an old ſoldier, - a pedlar, by à young man and his wife, of he 
name of Cherry, who, the proceeding night, ſlept in the ſame room 
at a common lodging houſe in Church- gate, oppoſite to the Butt 
Cloſe. It appeared that they from neceſſity, by their own account, 
ſtrong and power- | 
fall, overcame the young man, who, to diſengage himſelf, mur- 
dered him with two of the poor pedlar's own knives, the women af- 
fiſting, they ſtabbed him to the heart. They were banged together 
Near the tina vhere 1b: 6b commineed th feng mur The woman had 

110 * | l e been 


OY | 


11157 
2 1 au 1 FA wes 1756, * Beule pi Poa 30 French Officers, wht vere tikes 
Priſoners prior to the declaration of var, were ſept to Leiceſter, where they remained till they were ex- 
changed in Oct. 1757. During their flay at Leiceſter, it was computed: that they txpentded £gooo. 
me of them being gentlemen” of the firſt: rank in) France; For their|gemeel behaviour! they were much 
*Lermed: by the inhabitants of Leiceſtec, and oY mingled | in all * . with, as it were, 2 na- 


We re 
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been well educated, and perſiſted in her innocence. When they were 
pinioning her arms in the gaol; the morning of the execution, ſhe 
fainted away j but recovering, ſhe with fortitude-and ſeemingly in- 
nocent er ſaid ,* war ny died to ae een ou 
why ſhould T-repine.” e ON 
1761, Samuel — be Codper;! John Panties; pe et 
1762, Samuel Oliver. Tyringham Palmer, William Stephens 
1763,” Henry Guthridge.,” Janes! Bates, Robert Peach?! 
1764, Nichard Beal. John Pocklington, Samuel Woodford. 
1765, Joſeph Chambers, Richard Robert Drake, John Gregory. 
A fire, which threatened much miſchief, broke out at ſome ſta- 
bles adjoining the Dolphin Inn,” and near a grocer's, Jan. 16, 1766. 
which providentially was got under before it reached: either of the 
two dangerous premiſes. © Capt. Lewis, and hay ee were 
exceedingly uſeful on the occaſion. 
dens John Fiſher, John Coleman, Joſeph- en 1 
In the corporation charter of king ames, it is expreſſed. that on 


Monday after Martinmas-day the newly elected Mayor ſhall attend 
at the . Hall of the Caſtle, and take an oath before our Seneſ- 

call“ that he {hall perform well and faithfully all and evey ancient 
cuſtom, juriſdiction, privilege and preeminence of the duchy of 
Lancaſter, within the Borough of Leiceſter,” being a part or parcel 
of the ancient duchy of Lancaſter, according: to the beſt of his 
knowledge. It was a cuſtom: before Mr. Fiſhers time, to flope the 
great mace when Mr. Mayor and his attendants arrived at a der- 
tain place within the precincts of the Caſtle, which was omitted 
when fe went to take the bath an oohſequeneethe conftable of the 
caſtle, or his deputy, refaſed him admittance. This Was at the eve 
of an election, which was conducted with much party heat. How: 
ever {mce this happened Mr. Mayor goes in private to the caſtle, 
cee e Wi to comply Wich the: requiftibn of the chartes(a). 
GH one 1 Hs Bas SIGA 0 Pro- 

le of Jaws eden Wi pot ernor: Arras Vs to 1 15 pimps, KN 290307 5 
feolds I believe there is now # cutkflool, as it ee [kept ſomt where about the town hall premiſes, 
to cool yociferous ladies, or if it pleaſe bettet thoſe warm in temper., To the credit of che nimble · tongurd- 


fair, it ſhould be ſaid, that it is now a long time fince it was uſed, Huſbands, perhaps, give but little 
provocation for the exerciſe of that admirable defence of woman, a delefable utterance. 


* 
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Proviſions having ariſen; to. a great; price, by foreſtalling, and 
other evil practices, the. common, people, at Hinckley, in chis county, 
aſſembled in a riotous manner, ant upon the road leading thither 
they, Ropped::ſomg, waggom loads of \cheeſe, / and ;diſtributed:; their 
contents among the mob, to the amount of £87z—And i in about 
three weeks aſter, being the laſt day of Sep. 1766, à great riot, on 
the ſame aceouit, happened in Leiceſter.” Mr. Fridmore, of Mar- 
ket-Harbro', jodged a conſiderable quantity of cheeſe at a'warehauſe 
at the eee the advice of the Magiſtrates, and 
was imprudem enqugh ta take ii avay before the fair accordingly 

a waggon, load as ſent thence about on Oelock ;—but- the poor, 
upon an alarm. being given. ſtopped the waggon and diſtributed che 

cheeſe among the ok before; the Magiſtrates could de acquainted 
. with the riot The mob, by, this.time, was beeame extremely mu- 
| merous, and proceeded to Mr. Pridmore's warehouſe, which they 
broke open, and began to give av the cheeſe before vi juſtices 
arrived.;, The whole; town Way no alarmed. che Magiſtrates Ex- 
deute wh ae incenſo multimde, but, te lates effect. At 
length the drm was mos to beat 20 fm, (che militi being in 
Leiceſter) and the ſoldiers were ſoon in order upbu the fpotyheaded 
by Mr. Mortimer; one of their offirem With their bayonets:fizeth, - 
they. with: difficulty deardthe” ſtreets; bat notwithfianditigaalis, - 
and che riot aft doing read, the people ie ſuſed to Hiſperfe rand be- 
haved unruly:at . ſome litile: diſtande from the ſoldiers. Thenc the 
Magiſtrates ordered allithe cheeſe that N in the market plabe to | 
be removed. tothe Change tender ſtrumg guards and prowaſed 
that the QDhiegls ſhould be fold at chreetpente> per Upon this the 
mob emptied; ini a ſhori tima lall the warchoufſes, inidithts, where 
it hatl been lodged ſor ſale; ant Huckſters ſhogs/ alſo of all the 
cheeſe,» And took it to the Change. Tbwarch the E Vening, the 
ſoldiers. being dibmilßlad he mabdoileSbech again and gro more tu- 
multuous than before, and ſearchtd every waggon which came into 
Leiceſter that night. They. were NOW ng leſs in number than 4000. 
and ſeized almoſt, every thing in their way; the drums were again 
ordered to beat ans, and there une confuſion on the face of 


it nd. svig utter ee [© ©. 3 tail Sr nol et hi edt Lott 59 2th * | eyery 
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every one: here a lawleſs, mob, joined by numbers Rica the neigh- 
bouring villages, and there the dies running with their arms to 
join the main body, who were marching towards the waggons. 
Peaceable people, with the magiſtrates, procured torches fl etna 
but the lights were almoſt as inſtantly ſtruck out by the mob: 
the end however the ſoldiers protected and ſecured the aalen 
and the next day ſome of the rioters were caſt into priſon. But the 
mob aſſembled again and broke all the gaol windpws. Some of 
cheſe rioters alſo were ſecured in priſon,” and, to prevent a reſcue, 
a-ciptainys guard of 100 men, with fifteeh rounds, of powder and 
batla;Nood to guard the priſon, where they continued all night. 
The mob, after this ſpirited conduct, diſperſed- In ſeveral other 
places in the county there were riots about the ſame time. At Hinck- 
ley; wo" principals; in this riot were reſcued, when in cuſtody of 
ſome conſtables, by the mob there; but on a tr60p of dragoons, 
and à party of the militia of the county, marching to the aſſiſtance 
ol dhe civil power ſome of the rioters Vere taken, and brought un- 
der a ſtrong guard to priſon; where they were, ſor a time, ſecured 
in the dungeon, loaded with irons. Afterward ſeveral other rioters 
were taken up, and lodged i in priſon. At Sheepſhed, it was with 
dcn) ſome rioters vey taken who N 8 concerned! in et 
8 autrages- 

Theſe riotets were . the nba Mach, . 5. 1767 
when in conſideration of their long impriſonment, their puniſhment 
Was but inconſiderable: ſome were fined in ſmall ſums, And others 
verei impriſoned for a certain portion -of time Ihn Sided; by 
the Spied behaviour'of thoſe in power, one of the ens 
| zumults Which has been known i in theſe Parts. e | 


1969, Malia Holmes, John Lewin, "Henry Watchorn.* © 
_ his nay oralty «yas that violent conteſt, recent in he minds of 
öl mien; in Which the Hon. Booth Grey and Col Voote were 
chaſen io. repteſent This place i in parliament, in op Ppofition to the 
late Mr. Darker and the Jaws Mr. n This Sante kalten 14 
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1768, John Weſtley, died, | 4: fi 180-42 ane des 
W Gamble, choſer William Briws, William Simpſon 
1769, Joſeph Chambers.” John Hartall, Thomas . 
1770, James Cooper. John Clark, Samuel Topp. 59 
Jan. 17. the body of a new born female child was toned abr. 
dered in the horſe pool, at the ſouth end of the town. The mur- 
derer was never diſcovered. gn un. 
1771, John Cartwright. William Taylor, Thins Barvell. 
1772, Robert Peach. Edward Price, William Oldham. 
June 27. a terrible ſtorm of hail and rain, attended with thun- 
der and lightning did much damage in Leiceſter to chimnies and 
roofs of houſes. At Wiſtow ſeveral large elms were "ur eee che 
top to the bottom, and ſome were torn up by the roots. 
At the general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, held at Leiceſter 
Caſtle, in the ſpring of the year 1772, a woman, deaf and dumb, 
gave evidence, by figns, againſt the father of a baſtard child, be- 
gotten of her body, to the ſatisfaction of a erouded court. 
In July 1772, a fire broke hut, in the eat Sine, * at ans: Lion and 
| bs Lamb 


| fore been cuſtomary, on Eaſter Manday, for the Mayor and his brethren in their farlet gowns, attended 
by their proper officers, in form, to go to a certain cloſe, called Black-Annis'-Bower Cloſe, parcel of, 
or bordering upon, -Leiceſter Foreſt, to ſee the diverſion of hunting, or rather the trailing of a cat before 
a pack of hounds: a cuſtom, perhaps, originating out of a claim to the royalty of he foreſt. .. Hitter, on 
a fair day, reſorted the young. and old, and thoſe of all denominations, In the greateſt harmony the 
ſpring was welcomed. The morning was ſpent in various amuſements and athletic exerciſes, till a dead 
cat, about noon, was prepared by aniſeed water, for commencing the mock hunting of the hare. In 
about half an hour] after-the cat had been trailed at the tail of an horſe, over the grounds, in zig-zag di- 
 reftions, the hom were diretted to the ſpot where the cat had been trailed from. Here the bounds gave 
tongue, in glorious concert. The people from the various eminences, who had placed themſelyts to be- 
hold the fight, with ſhows of rapture, gave applauſe ; the horſemen "daſhing after the hound thro” foul 
paſſages, and over fences, Fecha $a Ming he (Af tac} Wn, Ii was u ſcene, upon the 
whole, of joy, e governing and the governed in the habits of freedom, enjoying together an innocent 
and recreating amuſement, ſerving to unite the in bonds of mutual friendſhip, father thin to embitter | 
their days, with diſcord and diſunion. As the cat had been trailed to the Mayor's door, Mtb ſome of 
the principal ſtreets, conſequently che dogs and horſemen followed. mmm en 
e ue eee eee 8 w44 

Some Mayors have given it as a reaſon, why they difuſed the feaſt, and conſequently 3 2 
that improper people obtruded themſelves upon the company at dinner. Perhaps a more cogent reaſon 
may be aſſigned. The Mayor is n comet fron of many 69. Hoop inp the Say: of Bp ace 
nme ̃ͤ I 
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Lamb Inn. which. me, chree of buildings, and 
greatly: damaged; ſome: otheets ade 
The manufacturers af ockings, e the 3 1 a 
jacent. hearing {ſoive;; unfaygurable reports reſpecting a ſtocking. 
frame which had been made by an ingenious mechanic, aſſembled 
on Monday March the 15th, +773, for che purpoſe of deſtroying 
itz it being ſuppoſed ſo to expedite their buſineſs that might occa- 
ſion, numbers of them to be unemployed. But altho' the report 
was groundleſs, they dared even to force themſelves into the Change, 
where it had been lodged by the order of the Mayor; took it 
thence, and carried it in triumph round the town, and at laſt de- 
ſtroyed it; and diſperſed without further miſehief. The conduct 
of Mr. Ald. Peach, the then Mayor of Leiceſter, and Mr. Simpſon 
and Mr. Goode, the proprietors of the frame, was highly -applaud- 
ed by the inhabitants of Leiceſter in general, on this occaſion, in 
endeavouring, by gentle means, to convince: the Roeking-milkers 
of the impropriety of their conduct. ui (ts. 
175g. Nichard Raberts Drake: James Biſhop, James Oldham. 
OR. 36, a fire broke out in the tables of the black Lion Inn, in 
Humberſtone-gate, where were 18 horſes, many of which were mi- 
ſerably ſcorched ; fix of them. died in conſequence. '.. 
177%. "Samuel; Oliver. Sampſon Chapman, John Parſons. © 
1796, 1 Joſeph: Johnſun. William Aſtle, Hamlett Clark. 
177% Famuel Jordan. Edward Sutton, Robert Dickinſon, | 
1777s John Coleman, Joſeph Neale, Thomas Baſs Oliver. 
A very — took place in Aug. 1778. Francis Soules, 
z French Teacher in Leiceſter, was indited for the murder of John 
Fenton, who Jo his life in che amiable office of preventing, as he 
thought, the murder of his o brother. The ſtory is briefly this: 
Soules, and James, the brother of the unfortunate. John, were play. 
ingt6gether-at Billiards; at theidolphin Inn: a quarrel aroſe about 
65./ violent words paſſed, in which Soules conceived himſelf reflected 
upon by Mr. Fenton, and in conſequence borrowed, or purchaſed, 
a brace. Wen e de he wen returned to the Billiard room, 
Ahe Vu s and 
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and challenged Fenton to fight, laying one down on the table. 
Mr. Fenton haſtily took it up and ran down ſtairs with it for the 
purpoſe of informing the Mayor of the tranſactions, thinking his 
life in danger. Soules immediately followed to find him, went once 
or twice to his mother's houſe, the Green dragon in the market- 
place, and enquired after him. John, the young man who was kill - 
ed, was fitting with company in the houſe, and knowing the buſineſs, 
in ſome meaſure, that Soules was upon, ſeized the Frenchman by 
the hams, and was endeavouring to thruſt him out of the houſe, 


when Soules, pulling out a piſtol from his pocket, ſhot him in me 
neck, of which wounds he died next day. 


The trial was before Mr. Juſtice Aſhurſt. Soules“ counſsl Shows 
ed that in the priſoner was no malice prepenſe, and requeſted to 
have the verdict, if it affected his life; made an to widely the 
court conſented. 

The Judge, after ſummoning by 0 evidence put the following 
queſtions to the jury. "refer 

1. Do the jury agree to the e ee een by the evidence 
touching the facts at the Billiard table? Agreed. 

2. Did the priſoner fire the n e or did it 80 of ” 
accident ? _ Defignedly. 

g. Did the priſoner go to the Given dragon day ue to recover hin 
property (the piſtol,) or with an intent to excite James Fenton to 
fight a due], or to do him ſome miſchief ? * went ew OY u de- 
Von only to recover has property. © 

The next aſſizes following by the judges' ps dee at 
he was guilty of murder; but ia ſpecial en en en at 
the ſame time, with his Majeſtys pardon : 

1778, John Pocklington. .* John Eames, Thins Lockwood.” 


1779, John Gregory.” Joſeph Burbage, John Mansfield. 


6 780, Henry Watchorn. Benjami in Gregory, Thomas Cay. i 
A fire at the Lion and Lamb, in December, _ 5 den of 290 
24 the building it was in | 


1781, Thomas Baruell. James Willey Thom Jede. 1 


2784, 


foto- arr. Gr ILDBICES TER. 


17582, James Biſbaß. Willam Bellamy, William Biſhop. 

Cockmuckhill houſes were taken down, and alms houſes 11 in their 
ſtead built lower doum the Belgrave · gate by ſubſcription... -/;; 
1783, Milliam Ola am. Edward Harris, John Baſs „bead. \ 14 

18. Aug. about g o'clock at night, a ball of fire, with a long 
train, was ſeen paſſing over Leiceſter, apparently about 40 yards 
above the houſes, in a direction north and ſouth veſt. It was ſeen 
in other parts of the kingdom, and ſary, appr 11 Way eee 
nied by the ſhock of an earthquake. 

In Feb. 1784, there was a grand 8 i the river, near 
the Bath gardens, during a hard ſroſt. The gentleman performers 


attraQed.an amazing concourſe of people, and afforded much plea- 
ſantry in their maſques. 


32 vt IE ERTIES 4 — 


Farenheits Thermometer was, Dec. 26, ſunk to 39 degrees, en 5 
is 11 lower than the ireczing point, and 8 Lower: than it is in moſt 


winters(a) . „B D 1M + lov 


Ie abolition. of throwing at ecke, on Shrove-tweſday, . be- 
gun, and; nearly, © ected in Mr. .Oldbam's: mayoralty. 8 
1784. Joſepli Chambers. Abel Webſter, William Watts. * 

This gentleman's third mayoralty, a thing very ee in ſo 1 
a corporate body. 1191491 0. EET: N eile £4 fn 
1985, 21 Jolin Par ſous, died, TH 7 4 | 


re once 


Robert Peach, mr) that ih Mallet, i P. 5. Exel 
Mail coaches firſt came to Leiceſter July 26, 1785. 
2986. Hamlett Clark.. John Slater, John Saywell 
1787, Robert Dickinſen,,, James Cook, Thomas Peach. 
A notahle coin was found at.the 
A vexy rigtous mob aflemble 1 in conſequence of an attempt to in- 
Fw digg into Leiceſter, a ſpinning machine, Nov. goth 1782. The 
people aſſembled for, the ; Paſo of deſtroying 1 it; they ſearched 
ape AYER where they. t hopght "Y Pats of 1 it was concealed ; and 
tw\wolott Sod oil Kl Nags art) 4 


* 


0 A 15 was found Hooin'i in a ditch, in Ailflone gorſe, during this 8 cold FLY a had 
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Recruiting Serjeant; ſee page 20. 


remained there, having loſt his way, +2 hours. His feet enn he nearly dead, 
ee erett; Fete N was recovered. | 
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at length broke into Mr. Wetſtone's houſe in North gate lſtreeti i in 
the night time, and deſtroyed his furniture, ſtock in trade, and tra- 
ding utenſils; as being! a Principal (as the mob concei vet) in intro- 
ducing into the town a piece of mechaniſm that would eventually 
rob them of that labour Which ſupplied their wants. —Moſt piotiably 
it would have had a very contrary tenden. 
Dec. 19, 1788, Mr. Bull, Butcher 6f this place, fold: Anek 
asdf 3 years old, the properly of Mr. Biddle of the oaks, Leiceſ- 
ter foreſt, who bred it from a ram of Mr. Paget's of Ibſtock It 
meaſured g inches and upwards of fat all the way from the rump to 
the neck; the breaſt cut 4 1-2 inches ſolid fat. The bane was re- 
mika light; it was allowed hy judges to de ichs oom pleateſt euer 
brought to Leiceſter market. OUpiSTIING £7 int 
This year the inhabitants began to tax themſelves (without ap- 
plying for an act of parliament) with the expence of paving the 
ſtreets after the London faſhion. Mr. Nichols, a man of public 
ſpirit, was One of che firſt promoters of the improvement, ls he has 
been on many other occaſions where public utility hab been in view, 
1788, Henry Watchorn. Edmund Sbinfen, Willam Farſons. | 
1789, Ton Dalby: Thomas Chatwin, Edward Marſton. - 
The election, in his year, for repreſentatives to'ſerve in purtia- 
ment for the borough, was replete with miſchief. The conteſt, was 
carried on with Varbth and intempetanee; which was opportunely 
ſtopt by a coalition of parties, or rather by withdrawitig a candidate 
on each ſide, The gentlemen ho retired to prevent further miſ- 
chief and an intolerable growing erpence, were Mr. NMontelieu, 


and Mt. * © The : op {Wie water beg 1. —.— 


me heart. OP 


temen W the conteſt is in the bots dr re in 
. 1 bias Wee neee iK Al Ab e 1 1 en JO 7 vivd Ao as 
i "4 1.7 ; >. q 4 271 * (1 2 . 229 + | furt : e 
4 Habe eee Desen ; i 
GzxTLEMEN, I Leſt che town Yeſterday too much in a Hurry, to be able to return YOU ay ben. 
| felt 
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1100. "_ Eames. John Freer died ste 
Z Joſeph Johnſon hinted; | Toms Weight 

A rigid examibation mie ine weightsand Nepp. uſed in _ 

town; (was a popular act of this magiſtrate: : Tin 

1791, Joſeph Neal. Thomas Read, Samuel Clark. 

A very extraordinary diſcovery was made in November by ſome 
workmen ſinking a well, i in High. Croſs- ſtreet, on the premiſes —_ 
| PUTS by Mr. \Lomas;' nearly oppalite the peacock( a). 

Mr. Neal's Mayoralty has been diſtinguiſhed by a meeting called 
of the inhabitants of Leiceſter to aſſemble, at his requeſt, to peti- 
tion parliament for the abolition of the Slave trade, of which the 
m took but little notice if we may judge from the few who met 
on the occaſion. However thoſe who were there were gratified with 
a ſhort-ſpeeeh, from a clergyman, delivered with great accuracy, 
apparently from the ſtrongeſt conviction of the injuſtice of the traffic : 
and with a manlinels that became him as a chriſtian, and a divine. 

Another meeting! was called, ſanctioned by Mr. Mayor's name, 
to take the on ol. the en ns a houſe 1 r for the 
in en 1 15 baden > _ town 


felt nnn for the alany flatceting ioſlances of YOUR favourable Opinion, which I have 
experienced, abd to explain the Motives by which 1 was aRtuated, It appeared to the joint Friends of 
Mr. Smith and My alſo. 1, believe to thoſe of Mr. PARKYNS and Mr, MONTOLIEU, 
that nothing could Aſſuage the Violence of Party-rage in this Borough, but the Removal of a Candidate 
on each Side and this neceſſarily fell to Mr. MONTOLIEU: and Myſelf. Having once made the 
Sacrifice.) however ſevere; it becomes me as a' Gentleman and a Man of Honour to perſiſt in it. I do 
therefore hereby aſſure OU of my Determination to decline, at preſent, the Honour of being YOUR 
Repreſentative, and to Requeſt the Favour of YOUR. Votes and Intereſt for -Mr. SMITH ahd Mr, 
PARKYNS. 45 I have the honour to be &c," 
(a) At the depth of 16 feet, thro! e alt bvertd a thick almoſt impenetrable wall of Foreſt 
fone ; apparently the foundation of ſome building, which lay in a line not parallel with the preſent ſtreet; 
but in a direction from north weſt to ſouth eaſt. Altho' it reached over only a part of the aperture, they 
took up, at the expence, of much labour, nearly 2 cart body full of ſtones, ſtrongly cemented with grout, 
Below this foundation Was # bed of clayey gravel, next a firata of bluiſh marle, underneath which, i in a 
bed of ſandy gravel, at the depth of 26 feet, was found a fragment of ancient pottery, nearly an !inch 
chick, i in depth g inches, and. about 5 over. Its form is fo, ſimple that ut, is almoſt undeſcribable. It is 
curved in-the middle, but not ſo ſudden as that of ridge-tiles, neither is it flat enough to reſemble chat of 
a Roman brick or tile. It was made at ſome very remote period, I am of an opinion, before the arts of. 
ancient Rome had reached this land. To account for its being depoſited that extraordinary depth in the 
bowels of the earth, which by the regular ſfrata the workmen paſſed thro? and appeared never to have been 
diſturbed, is wonderful. Time has much 8 the ſurface, See ig, 4 plate * page 17 
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town at large. This meeting was attended by agreat.number of the 
inhabitants, but conducted with:confufhon:] However in the end a 
majority was obtained ſor leave / to petition -partiamont for a bill, 
which has ſince ben given up. — ere in way 
town, mize 0634 25 
May 19. a 0 of diſorderly people . 
in the evening, and becauſe they could not lower the price of but. 
chers meat tbey:lowered-thebutchers Ralls byalirowing ihem don; 
after which they amuſei / themſelves by breaking; every individual 
butchers' windows in the ton. Is it not to be feared that that con- 
tempt for government hichi ſome have lately ſhe wu in their wri- 
tings, encouragesta licentious / bpirit,/ which not a on honour with 
the deluſive name of liberiy 77/7 2 8990 8 

Thus have I brought down to the wandel Niet . the feebnd 
ſection of this work A review of which, with! fome few additions, 
are compreſſed. in the following iwords/furceede@by a brief account 
of characters, natives of Leiceſter, eee > allied te i it, 

exclufive of its Karlüe n = gu⁰çZðvs fit olgqong of io ung: A © 

The Burgeſſes of Leiceſter had, d6ubtleſs many privileges granted 
to them prior to their 1 incorporation, which are, hinted at in many 
of the Charters. ---It.is alſo as ꝓrobable that governing truſts were 
given to ſome of the Burgeſſes, before chat time by the Eatts of Lei- 
ceſter. The charters which ſucceed each other, given by the Kings 
and queens of England, are little more than confirmations of each 
other, conſequently the government of TONY has been nearly 
ny ſame ſince the reign of Henry VII. POT Am 

The reign of Richard III. has neceſſarily ee a portion of 
this labour; in addition to un bas book Send on that ſubjett, 1 give 
the following. 3 . 

The route from 3 7 Shih Richard wt. took to the held of 
battle, Mr. R Carver of Kirby Muxloe, a very reputable grazier, 
judges to be from the old Bowebridge in a right line to the Frith; 
from thence acrols Kirby-lane Juſt above a place called Hatdathios, 
oma bern in a dag hae acroſs Mr. Beyactt's r at enn. 


* 1 . » ' 24 $4 14 
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to a corner of the ancient Leiceſter foreſt; thence acroſs a farm that 
was formerly part of the foreſt, occupied bh Mr. Carver, toia farm 
called the Oaks, ſo in a direct line for-Market-Boſworth: He ob- 
ſerves that to this day the old road is wery viſible. In ſupport of 
his opinion that it was an old road, he ſays that in the decree for 

incloſing the foreſt mention is made of entering the foreſt-at a place 
called Queen's gate] acroſs the Coppice, Coppy dyke, to Barron 
Parks. Queen's gate, he ſays, without doubt is that gate entering 
his own farm, in Leiceſter foreſt, from thence acroſs to the Oaks, 
where juſt beyond that houſe is a runlet of water, called Coppy 
dyke, where about five or ſix yards back, was ſound a pavement of 
large foreſt ſtones, wide enough for 2 carriages to meet. He ſays 
_ when-you are over that runlet you paſs on for Maker Bosworth as 
deſcribed above. 2111 8 * 


This route I think cannot be doubted was that onwhich the main 
body of bis army paſſed to Boſworth field; but it reſts upon good 
authority chat a part or a detachment of Richard's army marched, 
probably, along the Foſs to a little beyond Narborough, thence to 


Elmſthorp, in which church ſame: part of his r the might 
before the battle. 
On the troubles of the laſt century, I have dwelt ** Leiceſter 


being conſidered by all parties as a place of conſequenee to be in 
poſſeſſion of. The relation affords us ample room to contemplate 
on the bleſſing of peace we now enjoy. Charles I. being ſo fre- 
quently" at-Leiceſter, at the ſiege and on many other occaſions, I 
have given his portrait page 175, fig..7. 

At nearly che concluſion of the unſtable rergn of 5 Sh U. an or- 
der was ſent from that Monarch for the diſmiſſion of ſeveral mem- 
bers of the corporation. A copy of the n is Ja, the note below 
dad by tha bene own ande. A iert nv 

Dann 80 | 500 1 

(h! 40 "To — „Tmſiy ot. webe the Mayor, Aldermen F ere of our + Borough of 

Loreen in our County of LPT | | 


Janss R. n | « 0% 4 46H24) *: N4 TH, 
Ly y and Weeloyed we . 2 ell. | Whos we have by our Order in Conti brd fit 
to removc Johp Roberts, Job Goodale, Thomas Ludlam, Walter. Hood, francis Ward, Gabriell Hill, 


Samueil 
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I have rather copiouſly related the tranſactions of the corporation 
reſpecting the ſouth fields in which account are many particulars 
not at all intereſting to general readers; hut to my fellow pe 
the information may be found uſeful. 0 Hin vb fo; tn 25710 

- The annual income to the principal corporation officers, 1 | 


| aively; about the middte:of the/ipreſeat;cemury, excluſive: of fees 


and perquiſites, was, to the Mayor! 100. Is now increaſed to 
4 130. Suppoſed to be worth: with fees &6;:470;: To the Recorder 
for wine { 10. 1s now increaſed to C40. To theTown: Clerk £7 
13 4—lz now inereaſed to { 19.—Suppoled: worth; with fees: &c, 
260. - Bathiff, an office-chiefly of honoutr. Solititor, chiefly of pro- 
lit: he conducts all ſuits in law; the mote the merrier. Stero- 
ard, this office depends upon debtor and ereditor; the better the 
times the leſs profitable the office. Mace-bearer, f 7 6 8. 1s now 
£ 15. guppoſed worth, excluſive of living at the Mayor s table, ¶ go. 
The corporation are addreſſed by the appellation of the Mayor, 
Bails ffs, and Burgeſſes; and conſiſt of the Mayor, twenty-ſour 
Aldermen, including the Mayor, Recorder and forty- eight Com- 
mon Council, A Bailiff, Solicitor,” Steward, Town Rok ni 


inferior 8 ee | | hid. 2414 914 


Fiel nnd aba eech ny) 0 * 

Samuel Robinſon, Sorel Woodland, Henry Fas, William Fran on Job Coca, from 
being Aldermen of chat our Burrough 
Thou Drake, Godfrey Barudell, George Se, Jobs Hardey, John 'Bucdett, Thomas Ayres, Ni- 
cholas Allſop, Richard Maſon, George Croſta, Henry Dann, John Pollard, Edward Wagflaffe, and 
hu Roberts junior, from being Common Councill men, William Major, ; ſenior, from being Bayliffe; 
ohn Hackle, from being Town Clerk, and William Browne, from being Town Solicitor, of our ſaid 
Burrough. We have thought fut hereby to Wil and Require you forthwith to Eleft and Admit our 


Trufly and ,Welbeloved William Bentley, John Bent} John Brookſby, ' William Sheeres, Edmund 


Johnſon, Matthew. Symonds, Richard Maſon, Robert Lord, Jobathan Coleman, Henry Treene, and 
William Warburton, to be Aldermen ; "Thomas Wallings, John Kerby, Joſeph Dudley, William Wal- 


ker, Francis Chühlün, Williams Harris, Tobiah Marſhall, fohn Hewitt, John Cooke, John Hughes, 


John Buxtone ſenior, Robert Page ſenior, John Davy; William Page; Robert Eongton, and John 
Warburton, to be Common Councill men; John Oneby to be Bayliffe ; John Crefwell to be Town 
Clerke, and Vallentine Houſe to be Town . Solicitor; of our ſaid Bugrough, in the room of the perſons 


abovementioned, without Adminiſtring unto them any oath or oaths, but the uſuall oath for the execution 


of their reſpefitive places. with which we are pleaſed to diſpence in this behalfe. And for ſo doing this 
ſhall be your warrant. And ſo we bid you farewell. Gives at our Court at Whitchall, EIT y of 
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CHARACTERS. 


After this general account of the Aniiquity and Hiſtory. of Leiceſter, 
under tuo ſections or diviſions of the work, I have judged it neceſ- 
ſary, before I proceed to the third (the Hiſtory of the religious 
Houſes, Churches, and Hoſpitals), to give a brief account of the 
characters of thoſe. nativvs, or inhabitants, who, while living, were 
diſtinguiſhed from the ordinary claſs of men, by ſome eminent or 
particular trait in their lives, erte of ſeyeral of them cbegepan⸗ | 
this biographical attempt. | 

Loet not thoſe, whoſe kindred han 3 in the - higher Sick of 
life, and are. noticed here, be offended, that under the appellation, 
 Charaders, are to be found worthies and unworthies, [legiſlators and 
mechanics, wiſe and ſimple, rich and poor; the ſon of fortune; and 
the child of ſorrow : all come from one common parent, and all-now 
reſt alike undiſtinguiſhed in the grave. 

The reader muſt have perceived that ſome e charadters 
have neceſſarily been noticed in the ſections above: of thoſe ; give rex 
ferences to the page where the account of each is given. 


Robert Grofthead, the famed archdeacon of Leiceſter. See page 4 | 
Robert de Deicgſler, a friar. See page 44. | | 
Henry de Knighton, Abbot of Leiceſter, See page. 46. 

William Smith, a lover. See page 46. 

Wicklif, the great Reformer. See Page 46. His portrait 6 "oo this Pigs 
130.30 fig. 1. 113.7 9:73 
Matilda, a follower of Wicklid, See Da le; 

William Swinderby, the hermit. See page 47. 

Cardinal Moi We ey. is noticed under the article Leiceſter Abbey, i in the 


bw. #3 


Sir 7 Bums White, dif of 3 See page 88. His portrait * 
repreſented fig. 3, facing this page. 
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Mrs. Mary Heyrick. See the article St. Martin's church in the next 
ſection. Her portrait is repreſented fig. 5. 

Mother Cook, a reputed witch. See page 106, 

Richard Ludlam, famous during the grand rebellion. See pp. 117, 127 


Condit, a wicked chimney-ſweeper. See page 150. 


HENRY EARL of HUNTINGDON, 


At times, an inhabitant of Leiceſter, and, on every occaſion which 
preſented itſelf, a conſiderable benefactor to that place. His manfion 
is called LordsPlace(a); and he is diſtinguiſhed from the other Earls 
of Huntingdon, by the appellation of The Great Earl of Huntingdon. 

This illuſtrious nobleman deſcended from Robert de Haſtings, . por- 
treeve of Haſtings, in Suſſex, in the reign of William J. His picture 
is preſerved in the Town Hall, from which the figure repreſented 
in the plate of miniature portraits, No. 4, is is taken, The original 
retains the following : 


« Henrie Earle of Huntingdon, Lord Haſtings, Hungerford, Bo- 


| treux, Mulins, and Moules, Knight of the moſt noble order of the 


Garter, and Lord Preſident of the Queen's Counfill in the North 


parts of England. This noble peere gave an hundred marks a yeare 
for ever, to ſundrie godlie uſes, and thirtie pounds to a publique 


preacher for the whole towne of Leiſter, ten pounds to the chief 


ſchoolmaſter, ten pounds to four poore ſchollers, and twenty nobles 


a year to the poore of Wigſton's Hoſpital, in Leiſter, beſides many 
bookes for a librari, and a ſtock of twentie poundes to provide coles at 
the beſt hand for the general good of the poore ; and ſundrie other 


greate favours which he did for this corporation.” 1623.“ 


(a) © Lord's Place, fays Mr. Carte, was formerly noted for the entertainment of perſons of 
the greateſt quality. The firſt time I find it mentioned, it was called Reynold's Houſe or 
Place. July 27, 11 Eliz. John Eaton of Raunſton, and Ralph Eaton of Leiceſter, gentlemen, 
ſold it to Henry Earl of Huntingdon. It afterwards came to a gentleman of Northamptonſhire, 
from whom the corporation purchaſed _ wm 1642, and in 1702 fold it to Simon Barwell, who 
has ip part demoliſhed it,” | 


1 bis 
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This noble peer died in 1595, after ſerving Queen Elizabeth in the 
moſt honourable employments. The twelfth of her reign he was in- 
ſtalled Knight of the Garter, and conſtituted Lord Lieutenant of the 
counties of Leiceſter and Rutland, He was one of the peers who had 
the care of Mary Queen of en and ſat upon the trial of Thomas 
duke of Norfolk. 


Six WILLIAM HZ VIAIcx, Knight, 


Was a native of Leiceſter, and youngeſt ſon of Mr. Alderman John 
Heyrick, or Erick, who was twice Mayor of that place. This gen- 
tleman was ſeated at Beaumanor, in this county, in the reign of 
Elizabeth, where his immediate deſcendant, William Heyrick, Eſq. 
now dwells. By that queen he had the honour of knighthood con- 
ferred upon him ; and was by her ſent ambaſſador to the court of the 
Turks. By James the Firſt he was appointed one of the Tellers of 
the Exchequer. In 1601 he was choſen to repreſent this borough in 
Parliament ; and again, in 1605 and 1620. He died in 1652, aged 
96, and was buried with his anceſtors in St. Martin's church, Lei- 
ceſter. See his portrait, fig. 6. 

This gentleman was of known probity, punctual in his dealings, 
remarkably accurate in his private as well as public concerns, and ac- 
quired ſo large a fortune, that it enabled him not only to aſſiſt many of 
the nobility with money in thoſe days of ſcarcity, but his ſovereign 
on many urgent occaſions. His ſervices to this place made him the 
idol of the people; the eſtimation he was held in by the body cor- 
porate may be ſeen under the article, The Old Hoſpital, in the third 
ſeQion ; particulars of his family are inſerted under the article St. 
Martin's Church, in the ſame ſection. The following is from an 
old paper in my poſſeſſion, preſerved ever ſince Sir William's time; it 
powerfully teſtifies what I have advanced reſpecting his character. 


« To the moſt venerable and honourable-minded knight, Sir Wik 


liam nes all ioyes bee multiplyed in this and the world to come.) 
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4% W elcome, good knight, unto your native towne, 
TI f ever any man were welcome here: 
'L eiſter is bound to ſett forth your renowne. 
L oe your good deedes thereto doe make appeare, 
J even I, have heard more of your worth, 
A nd more a great deale, then I can declare, 
M ight I by written volumes ſett it forth.“ 


« H ee lives not now that c'er did half that good, 
E ven aged Beadſmen ſhew itt night and day, 
Y ett this is not enough, the poore that want their foode, 
R unne after you, and for your cominge pray, 
I n every churche the bells do ſweetly ringe, 
C anticles for your ſake the people ſinge, 
K yrrie Eliſon : this from your hearte doth ſpringe.” 


6 Yourgood worſhip's poore countryman, 
In all due obſervance, moſt humble 
JOHN HO wW he * 


Mr. THoMAs STAVELEY, 


Steward of the Borough Records in 1662.—This gentleman 5 8 a 
collection towards an Hiſtory of the Town of Leiceſter, which, many 
years after his death, fell into the hands of Dr. Farmer, of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge, a native of Leiceſter; and by him was adver- 
tiſed, ſome years ſince, to be printed in a quarto volume, price 108. 6d. 
It never appeared. Whether Dr. Farmer, who had deſervedly then 
acquired the reputation of an excellent ſcholar and a critic, conſidered 


his ſtanding in the humble ſtation of an editor to a local hiſtory 


would: be degrading to his reputation ; or whether he had too prema- 
turely eonſidered the ſubje& before he announced its publication, I 
know not. However, the younger Mr. Samuel Carte, an eminent ſo- 
kcitor and antiquary, who had a copy of Mr. Staveley's labours, gives. 
the obſervations below of the work, in a letter to Dr. Ducarel, 


wy 775 of I was 


(a) % His account of the earls of Leiceſter, and of the great abbey, appears to have been taken 
from Dugdale's Baronage and Monaſticon ; but as to his ſentiments. in reſpect to the borough, 1 
differ with him in ſome inſtances. By the charter for erecting and eſtabliſhing the court of records 
at Leiceſter, the election of the ſteward is granted to the mayor and court of aldermen, who likewiſe 
| | have 
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1 was favoured with a copy of Mr. Staveley's manuſcript fo long 
back as the year 1775. 1 then wondered, and I am at a loſs to ac- 
count for it now, that a man with an inclination, and ſuch favourable 
opportunities, ſhould make ſo few quotations from the records of the 
corporation. From that ſource of intelligence I have drawn a con- 
Gderable portion of this Section. His hiſtory, had it been publiſhed, 
ſhould have been called, The Hifaary of Leiceſter Abbey, and the Earls 
of Leicefler, inſtead of The Hiſtory of Leicefler. In my account of the 
Earls of Leiceſter, 1 have made conſiderable uſe of his manuſcript. 

Mr. Staveley was, born at Coſſington, in this county; was educated 
at Cambridge, admitted of the Inner Temple in 1647, and called to 
the bar in 1654. He was a writer of ſome repute. He publiſhed the 
Romiſh Horſe-Leach in 16 74. His. Fife of Churches was not 
publiſhed till 1912. 

In the latter part of his life he ratired to W where he lived 
obſcurely in almoſt a ſtate of en and died in 1683 (a). 


Ar.DERMAN w ILKINS,. | 


A mechanic. See page 143. From the authority of the late Mr. 
Bickerſtaff, I give the following (5) : 

«+ Baron Carter's father ſet on foot the water-works at 2000l. ex- 
pence, it was. faid ; Alderman Wilkins undertaking the execution. 
They were ſerved from the Caſtle Mill, where remain in the wall pot 
pipes—the water houſe pump, as it is yet called, in St. Martin's 
pariſh, adjoining to St. Mary's. Wilkins was a man of many ſchemes, 
a moſt mechanical genius. He entertained journeymen in various pro- 
have thereby a ſimilar power, in reſpect to a balliff for executing their writs. But afterwards, viz* 
Dec. 20, 7 Jac. I. the great Earl of Huntingdon having been a conſiderable bene factor to Leiceſter, 
the corporation came to a reſolution of granting to him and his heirs a right of nominating alter- 
vately to the office of ſteward and bailiff, aad executed a bond under their common ſeal, in the 
penalty of one thouſand pounds, for enforcing the execution of their grant. And as John Major, 
Eſq. was elected by the court of aldermen to ſueceed Mr. Staveley [in December 1684], I infer 


that Staveley was nominated: by the Earl of Huntingdon, and confirmed by the aldermen, 1 in. 1415 
n. of the grant abovementioned,” | Nichols rm Collections. 


(a) Nichols's Collections. | 60 wid. page 7 28 
feſſions. 
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feflions. All the houſes | in Leiceſter: faced with i imagery and other ex- 
ternal decorations were the acts of his people. His genius was un- 
bounded; he projected an apparatus, or complicated machine, to ſow 
and harrow, if not plough, at the ſame time; he ſeemed to poſſeſs 
no ſmall portion of a like ſpirit with the mechanical biſhop his name- 
ſake. It was reported that the e e were jealous of his abilities, 
and dared not truſt him with a whole year's mayoralty; but he was 
once ſupplemental mayor of Leiceſter, and found means to detach 
ſome property of the corporation. He perſuaded his brethren to part 
with ſome land in different places, for a conſideration he held forth ; 

part of which he re-ſold to St. Mary s pariſh, to build a workhouſe 
with garden- ground. The remaining ſpot at the end of this was 
offered to my father by Wilkins's eldeſt ſon, after his father's deceaſe; 
but, as the writings to the title to this were wanting, it lay a long 
time unappropriated and waſte. The heads of the claiming family, 
two brothers, dying in untoward circumſtances, after having ſacrificed 
on the altar of Eris, Contention, the whole of their patrimony ; the 


ſpot we advert to, having many years after their deaths been unoc- 
cupied, is of late mounded and cultivated.” 


Sin NATHAN Waronr, 


Lord Keeper in 1700, was born at Barwell, in this county. He 
was elected recorder of Leiceſter in 1680, in which office he con- 
tinued till the year 168 5, when the then Earl of Huntingdon was 
appointed by the new charter. In 1688 he was re-choſen, recorder, 
and continued in that office till 1696. In 1692 he took the degree of 
Serjeant at Law, In 1696 he was made King's Serjeant, and was 
knighted. He ſucceeded Lord Somers in holding the Great Seal, 
which was delivered to him, with the title of Lord Keeper, my „% 

which office he reſigned in 1705. | 
Much has been ſaid and written reſoeing l his abilities, for the 
diſtinguiſhed rank he was placed in. The high office he held in thoſe 


/ refractory and turbulent times, when paſty mans aa, was un- 
| | 4 
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bounded, made him on the one ſide the mere ſupport of the Court; : 
and on the other a character truly reſpectable and great. The Tories 
of the day praiſed him with the moſt flattering marks of their eſteem, 
bordering on adulation; while the other powerful party, the Whigs, 
endeavoured to render him an object of contemptuous pity, as a man 
every way unqualified for his ſtation. One writer ſays, Accident 
exalted him to a ſituation, to which his talents were very inade- 
quate (a).” Another ſays, * I prevailed with her Majeſty to take the 
Great Seal from Sir Nathan Wright; a man deſpiſed, and of no ufe 
to the Crown, and whoſe weak and wretched conduct, in the Court 
of Chancery had almoſt brought his office into contempt (5).”” On 
the other hand, one ſays, He is deſervedly advanced to the higheſt 
pinnacle of ſtate preferments, and his conduct is wiſe and loyal.“ 
After ſaying much more, he concludes with this panegyric : © In a 
word, he excells in grace; but his great humility is the moſt ſhining 
character of all his actions, and his large charity the moſt uſeful. 


0 The cares of counſel o er his aſpect reign ; 
„Though great, he 's juſt, nor midſt his honours vain; 
« His life 's an equal thread, correctly ſpun, | 

« Secure his intereſt, when his days are done (c)“. 

There is no wonder that Sir Nathan Wright ſhould come in for 
ſuch an immoderate ſhare of abuſe and praiſe, when we look back to 
the hiſtory of thoſe times immediately aN the abdication of 
James the Second. 

After Sir Nathan had retired from the Court of Chancery, he lived 
peaceably at his ſeat at Caldecote, in Warwickſhire, where he died 


in 1721. His portrait 1s On fig. 8. 


Six GrorGE BEAUMONT, Bart. 


Of Stoughton Hall, in this county, a deſcendant of the ancient and 

diſtinguiſhed family of that name. He was long an ornament to this 
() Wynne, (5) DutcheG of Marlborough. (e) Dunton, Life and Errors | 

| 4 | town, 


. 
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town, asits repreſentative it in * Fee he was 1 8 in 16%, and 
continued in that important truſt till his death in 1737, with au inte- 
grity which does honour to his memory: his age 72. He poſ- 
ſeſſed,” ſays one, who gave his character with the warmth of friend- 
ſhip, * every virtue that adorns a public ſtation ; diſintereſted, juſt, 

eaſy of acceſs, affable, humane, beneficent. He exerciſed,” continues 
he, all the qualities amiable in private life; of an underſtanding quick 
and lively, of a judgment quick and penetrating, and in converſation 
obliging, polite, and entertaining. A patron of the poor, and a 
friend to human kind, he lived beloved, and died lamented.“ 

Sir George Beaumont (whoſe portrait is given in the plate being 
page 175, fig. 10.) held ſeveral important truſts under Queen Anne, 
till the latter end of her reign, when a change of Miniſtry affected 
not his political principles. He in conſequence retired from the Court; 
and was rewarded for his integrity, by the plaudits of his conſtituents 
at Leiceſter, who, at his death, gave his memory unuſual tokens of 

their affection. 


"Ras SAMUEL Carts, 


Vicar of St. Martin's, Leiceſter, an antiquary, De a good divine, 
and a powerful advocate for the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. By 
Mr. Carte's hand- writing, in the Regiſter of St. Martin's, he appears 
to have been inducted in 1699. He died in April 1740, in the dyth 
year of his age. Under the article St. Martin's Church, J have given 
the patticulars of a memorable. diſpate between this gentleman and 
Mr. Jacken, Maſter of Wigſton's Hoſpital. | 

Mr. Carte made ſome conſiderable. collections towards the hiſtory 
of this town, copies of which are in various hands; and the reader 
mult perceive that uſe has been made of his labours in this work, par- 
ricularly in the religious department. His collection was firſt com- 
municated to Browne Willis, iu anſwer to ſome queſtions reſpecting the 
town of Leiceſter. The MS. is now in the Bodleian library at Oxford. 


One 
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One little trait in his character may not eaſily be accountel- for, 
perhaps only on the ſcore of - weakneſs ; the mentioning of which, I 
hope, will not ſubject me to cenſure in this reaſoning and philoſo- 
phic age, in which the belief of the ſpirits of men ſallying forth from 
the gloomy manſions of the grave, to diſturb the living, is nearly ex- 
ploded. A female of the name of Smalley, of a reſpectable family, 

who lived near the Eaſt gate, after being buried, it was ſaid (and ge- 
nerally believed in Leiceſter) that ſhe returned, night after night, to 
her old dwelling-houſe, in form and dreſs as ſhe had lived. Sometimes 

ſhe would meet the ſervants upon the ſtair- caſe in filk or ſatin; and 

at other times terrify all within the houſe with her death-like viſage, 
after ſhaking the bed-curtains in the rooms to awake them out of ſleep. 
Numberleſs other tales have been told of this haunting ghoſt, which 

I. forbear to mention. However, it is certain Mr. Carte was prevailed! 
upon to exerciſe his clerical function upon the ſpirit, that it might ceaſe. 
its nocturnal viſits, But with what certainty the: queſtions and an - 
wers, which are ſaid to have paſſed between the prieſt and the lady, 
are given, I know not. But this I know, that if Mr. Carte be 
deemed a weak man in conſequence of his attendance at this haunted - 
houſe, as it was called, one of our beſt judges, Hale, condemned an 
old woran, in his day, to ſuffer death for witchcraft, a thing now as, 
much out of the KUR of the world as the belief of hohgohlins, 

and ghoſts. | | 


SIR Labern CarTER, Knight, | | 


Or a teſpectable family of that name, in Leiceſter, and whoſe 
deſcendants rank now in the firſt claſs of its inhabitants. This gen- 
tleman being a Barriſter at Law, and a near relation of a worthy gen- 
; fleman, who is mentioned, in page 143, as a projector or great en · 
courager of the ſcheme for conveying water by pipes to the houſes 
of the inhabitants of Leiceſter, was fixed on, almoſt unanimouſly, to 
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ſuoceed Sir Nathan Wright in the Recorderthip- of this borough; in | 
1696, in which office he continued tilt 1729. He was thrice ehoſen 


Repteſentative for this town, and refigned that honourable ſtation or 


being appointed one of the Barons of the Wan of N He: 
died in 1744. 


Baron Carter reſided within the Wende Leiceſter, in the dwell“ 
ing now. occupied by Mr. Coltman, a manufacturer, on the fits of 
vrhich ſtood the beautiful WT e deftroyed foon after wo 
Reformation. 

A little anecdote has been related to me, which, judge, 1 eld | 
not ſuppreſs: that a man, whom the Baron on a circuit- condemmed to: 
die, eſcaped from the cart by tho aſſiſtance of the multitude,. going, 
to the place of execution; and afterwards ſettled at Leiceſter, nean the 
Baron, in the houſe, or rather in a houſe upon the fite of that oe 
cupied by Mr. Wheatley, in Red-Croſe - ſtreet. The man, Fam told, 
made an uſeful member of ſociety, ſaved money, and died in peaes. 

The Baron's portrait is repreſented, fig. 9, page 175. 
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A chatacter of an extraordinary nature appeared at Leiceſter about 
this time. It is neither neceffary to aſcertain his name, nor tlie exact 
period of time he thewed his rafhneſs.. It is enough to obſerve, that, 
falling in love with a fine girl in the town, he endeavoured, by all. 
the means in his power, to obtain her hand at the altar, but with- 
out effect. In one of her refuſals ſhe told him, angrily, „that ſhe 
would never marry him till the had ſeen him at the weathercock of 
St. Martin's ſpire.” The man rafhly undertook to go up thither by, 
the exotchets or knobs of the fpire, to the terror of a number of ſpec- 


tators, and pet formed the taſk, but loſt his prize; for the girl, either. | 


through fear or obſtinacy, could not be perſuaded to look at bim. 3 


4 , Dr.. 


* 
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'Dr. P VI. L, 
An urhabitant of Leiceſter, Þ have noticed in the Leicefterthice' Ex- 


_curfions. '. Here can only repeat; that no man ſtood higher in the 
opinion of an open · mouthed multitude, ſwallowing: tlie, pills of a 


quack, than Pull. He died ſuddenly at a butcher's ſtall in the mar- 


- which, his cofſiu was taken up, or opeued in the grave, and the body 


ket of Boſworth. It is faid, that his loving wife, or ſome of her 


Friends, cauſed him to be put under the turf the ſame night he died; 
not as boys uſed to do knocked · dowu cocks, on : Shrave Tueſday, to 
bring them to life again, but to part for ever. A report prevailed, 
the day after he was buried, that a man paſſing by his grave, about 
eleven o'clock at night, heard a noiſe therein, but, fearful of being 
diſbelieved, did not ſpeak of it till the next day. In conſequence of 


as found on its belly, with much blood about the vein in his arm, 


 awhioh had been opened in PN AT. rt Pt gre He died 


We aged 60. 
Rer. Mt. Jacx80N, 


Conenter and ſome time maſter of Wigſton's Hoſpital, at Lei- 
bester; an excellent (ſcholar, if not an orthodox divme, and many 


Fears a reſident in this place. His writings were numerous, many 


of them in defence of religion, but not favourable to the Godhead of 
Chriſt (a). He was alſo a great defender of the Revolution, and the 
Hanover Family. But his great work, which brought him fame, was, 


40 Cbhronologieal ati or, the Antiquities and Fee e 


00 Complaint Was once made to-the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, that Mr. Jackſon, in reading 
Hine at the hoſpital, always omitted reading, on the days appointed, the Creed of St. Atha- 
n4fivs:! in bis reply; he obſerved, that in che rules of thar houſe ho other Creed vs directed 10 be 
nend Hut that of the Apaſiles. Neither the maſter nor wann of Mighon's.hoſpital are _ 
to ſubſcribe to any article of religion. 
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the moſt ancient Kingdoms, from the Creation of the World, for the- 
E of 5000 years, &c.“ 4 vols. 4to. 

The late Rev] William Ludlam, who was not at all times in the: 
Rabe of agreeing with popular or general opinions, ſpeaks thus of 
him: He always ſeemed to me rather a man of induſtry than ge- 
nius, at leaſt ſuch genius as is neceſſary to reconcile the inconſiſtent: 
accounts of ancient writers, and make out a clear ſyſtem: of ancient 
chronology. He certainly took all: that he has ſaid about hierogly-- 
phies and myſteries. from. Warburton ;- but fo totally forgot or over- 
looked it (as was his cuſtom . on other; occaſions), that he verily thought 
it all bis own-3. nor did he underſtand any of the Eaſtern languages, 
except a little Hebrew. He was: much offended at Dr. Coney (and 
would have been at any one) for faying that he denied the Divinity 
of the Son. But then he would not on any account give the Som the 
appellation of /e/f-exiftent, neceſſarily exiftent,. &c. or any of thoſe me- 
'taphyſical. titles. His. being ſo early a defender of Dr. Clarke, and his 
political zeal for the Hanover Family, got him his preferments; and 
his earlieſt writings, eſpecially his “ Plea for Human Reaſon,“ ap- 
pear to have been his beſt (a).“ By Mr. Ludlam's account, it ſhould: 
feem-that Mr. Jack ſon had induftry, but little genius; totally un- 
qualified to write the book, which gained him fame ; had a bad me- 

mory, . confined, knowledge, and, pillaged from Warburton'a conſider- 5 
able portion al his labours. If all this be true, the world. cannot 
diſcriminate. ö 
A moment 8 digreſſion. 1 knew. but little * De, Jackſon; more 
than his perſon; but this 1 know, that there are always men, in 
every age, who endeavour to rate the abilities of others below their: 
own ſtandard (1 do not ſay this was the caſe with Mr. Ludtam) z but 
by ſuch means the envious often themſelves fink into contempe 
tous pity. What are become of the detractors of the RT Camden, 
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O Published in Mi. en Leicrflcire Calc. 
whoſe- 
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whoſe: © Britannia,” ſays a/ctizical-writer,,;** may be ſtyled the com- 
mon Sun, whereat our modern Writers have lighted their little 
torches ? Their names, like their perſons, are. no more. Who 
Knows any thing of | Brodk, or Braokmauth, whoſe malignant ſpirit | 
went forth againſt Camden's Britannia? Or Sir Symonds D'Ewes, 
who i threatened. that he would diſcover errors in every: page of that 
ineſtimable work? Fuller's invective has alſo: ceaſed to be credited, 
while the labours of Camden do honour to his name and. the: country: . 
that gave him birth», . - 

Mr. Jackſon, born in Yorkſhire, e was eldeſt fon of the 
Rer. John Jackſon, vicar. of Doncaſter. He was appointed con» 
frater of Wigſton's Hoſpital in 1717, and.maſter. in, 1729, and died. 
m . office ren aged , e Apt, 


* - - 


Grone Wrrcurt, Eſq: 


Is ines he De baing. repreſentative for this borough. from: 1927 
to 1766, the period of his death. He. ſerved with two popular mem · 
bers; Sir. George Beaumont, from 17 27, till that gentleman's death 
in 1737; and afterwards with James Wigley, Eſq. of Scraptoft. 

This gentleman was the eldeſt ſon of Sir Nathan Wright, and lived! 
at Gathueſt eee Leiceſter but on public occaſions... 


o > - 
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"Ae ons Gabriel Newton, the founder of the Charity School; in 
this place, which bears his name, was the ſon of reputable parents in 
Leiceſter, where, by marriage chiefly, he procured a confiderable 
fortune. He was bred to the combing line, and afterwards was 
maſter of a capital inn, the Horſe and Trumpet, near the High 
Croſs, which he quitted, and lived afterwards in the line and cha- 
rater of a gentleman. He had three wives, but only one child, a 
fon, who lived nearly to the age of manhood, after whoſe death he 
* his thoughts to the laudable purpoſe of being ſerviceable to 

poſterity. 


E, 
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poſterity. 4h projects, in the way of charity, were many; and hig 
opponents, who were always ready to thwart his ſchemes, not a few. 
His temper might not be even at the decline of life j but thoſe who had 
neither abilities nor inclination to do good might have humbured his in- | 
clination without the leaft injury co themſelves. Ide once offered to 
re. build the South front of St. Martin's church, if the cburch-wardens 
would indulge him with a fitting, in it, to his mind for the Charity 
boys. He like wife offered to re- build the Old Hoſpital, if the cor- 
poration would conſent to his boys occupying a certam place on the 
town's premiſes; and many other pravſe-worthy chemes he would 
have executed, had he not been W- * Nurrges er * was 
choſen Mayor in 1732. 

He was a regular attendant on Divine cb duty, b at 
times rude to the clergyman if he ever omitted the performance of the 
Church Service, particularly the Athanaſian Creed on the days ap- 
pointed for it to be read: even the ringing of the prayer=bell he at- 
tended to with critical exactneſs (4). Tf he ever found a man 'void- 
ing water againſt the church wall, he was ſure to receive 2 blow 

from the alderman's cane. 
Mr. Newton died in 1752, at an advanced age. It has "PO 'com- 
puted that he left charities to the amount of 14,0091. ; but the chi- 
canery of the law has deprived the yecefſitous from the ſupport his 
bounty intended. To Afhby-de-la-Zouch, Bedford, Buckingham, 
Northampton, -Huntingden, Hertford, St. Neot's, Earl Shilton, and 
Lieiceſter, he willed his prqperty, to eloathe and educate the children 
of the induſtrious. poor; but they are all now without that ſupport 
and ſuccour he intended, excepting the latter place, which was ſe- 
| cured out of his. perſonal eſtate. The heir at law is at preſent en- 


(a) Mr. Philip Hackett, the then Patith Clerk, und he, ane dee in de belßy, abeut Mr. 
; e ne ove. hn W 1 . ſor 


IP 


ws 


y LEICESTIX. 189 


drarvoring toi recover the landed n, in-conſcquancs,of ſome 
ene en ron jv bis will. | 


1 Jause Wie, Ela. 5 

A — diſtinguiſhed for his humanity and' friendly 3 virtuess. 
His refidence was at Scraptoft, in this county. He. was choſen re- 
preſentative for this bofough. in. 1737, in the room of Sir. George 
Beaumont; in which. office he continued till his death in 2763. The 
amiableneſs of his diſpoſition amidſt the violence of party detrac- 
tion, protected him agsinſt thoſe envenomed ſhafts which generally 
wound characters at foch time, without diſtinction. His enemies, if 
he had any, wete only fo from principle; they. admired the man, 
when; they oppoſed? the candidate. When from the duties of his 
office; his Hife was ſpent in rural retirement and domeſtie felieity. 
In him the induftrious found: conſtant employment; and a kind and 
benevolent maſter. He planted groves, and raiſed a lofty emmence,, 
that all the poor wirhin his knowledge might be employed, to obtain, 
by labour, bread for their n en Gy the iter 
months of the year. 

This gentleman was a n of Henry! Wigtey; of Wicks 
worth, in the county of Derby, who died in 1553. and ſon of Ed- 
ward Wigley, Knight, who was knighted in 2683, and died in- 
1711. He married, but died without flue. His portrait is repre-- 
ſeritec fig. 11, in the above-mentioned. 3 from. an. rs ue: 
painting | in the T on- hall. 25 | 


Rev. Mk. ANDRBWS,. 


Head Maſter of the Free-School, in this place, and Viear of St. Ni- 
cholas, Leiceſter, died in.1764.. He was a geatleman much, eſteemed 
as a divine and a ſcholar. . Under his guidance the Grammar-ſchool. 
was a ſeminary of great repute; not only the ſous of the firſt. fami- 
lies in. theſe parts were placed under his care, but numbers of others, 
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from teſ peßtable families, received an atcationothet: düse penn 
his memory. As a divine, he was much olle med? he read with: 
energy; and he taught with juſtneſs and propriety: : in fine, he was 


conſidered as one of the brighteſt ornktathrs of & od profeſſion i in 
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One of the moſt Dumas midireſpeftable-Coutity Gaolers ever temem 


bered, is noticed here, partly, on account;\ of bis corpulency. 
He was the largeſt man, with reſpect to appearance and weight, evet 
remembered in Leiceſter. He attended the unfortunate Earl F errers, 
as his keeper, from the Gaol of Leiceſter; to the Tower of London, 
pteparatory to his trial, and was in general more noticed than that 
uuhappy Peer on their paſſage chither: the public prints of the day 
ſpeak of him in words of admiration GN. He ſurvived Has Laue 


but a ſhort time. „eta „H Nad alas 


A word or two reſpeding his e e as a "Mike 7 ale 
keepet of a priſou. Thoſe often pitiable objects who yere forced un- 
der his care by the offended laws of their country, looked up to him 
as their common father and their friend. He taught them obedience 
to the neceſſary ſeverities of a priſon, by a mild adminiſtration of his 
power. He uſed no bludgeon, nor torture by thumb ſcrews, or other 
ſuch inhuman inſtruments, even for offences which militated againſt 
his authority and intereſt. When a poor wretch attempted to fly 
from the face of juſtice and of Judgement; by breaking priſon, he 
well knew that it was nature that dictated the attempt to eſcape dan- 
ger: it 4s-obſervable in all diſtinQions of animated nature. In caſes 
of this ſort, inſtead of puniſhment, he endeavoured to reaſon fuch 
out of practices, which, he” obſerved to them, were more Likely te 


emditter than to alleviate" their ſufferings ; and by ſueh kind and 
Gs) "Earl {Gods Fo 4 ö bis dex . Johnſon; at Staunton Harold, 'was conminell 


ws Leiceſe go by Mr, Tilly, attort: ey, newly choſen oe of the,coroners ſor ibe evunty. | |. 220} -* 
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tender uſage he has been known to lead them like lambs to ſlaughter: 
from priſon they have followed him to judgement, aud from judge- 
ment to death, with bleſſings inſtead of curſings. 


NichoLASs RicymonD, 


A mercileſs uſurer, who died in Leiceſter but a few years ſince ; 
and whoſe life, being handed down to poſterity, will ſerve no other 
purpoſe than for mankind to deteſt thoſe actions which have made 
his memory infamous. 

He was born a Quaker, but his life was a perfect contraſt to the 
humanity of thoſe apparently happy people. Although he lived amidſt 
ſcenes of the moſt complicated wretchednefs, yet he was an utter 
ſtranger to the ſoft feelings of compaſſion. If he had no vices that 
mark the debauchee, the intemperate, and profane; yet in a round of 
threeſcore years not the exerciſe of one ſocial duty ts to be found. 

His coffers were filled from the ſcanty pittance of the miſerable, 
ſubje& to his influence through want. When the needy parent had 
ſtripped the unoffending babe to procure it ſuſtenance, the pledge was 
unfeelingly received, while the tender innocent lay folded in its mo- 
ther's arms in rags. | 

He owned a certain diſtrit of dwellings, among which he lived, 
peopled by the moſt indigent, over whom he exerciſed the moſt un- 
limited oppreſſions; ſenſible that their neceſfities made him (to uſe 
the language of Scripture) their miſerable comforter ! | 

A poor woman, one of his tenants, with a numerous family, who 
owed him a few weeks rent (for he collected his rents weekly), he 
ejected in this manner: Knocking at her door, he fays to the good 
woman, I want to ſpeak with thee ;—pgo into the entry, and take all 
thy children with thee, and I wilt go to thee.” The poor woman, 
not ſuſpecting his intention, obeyed his requeſt ; which was no ſooner 
Aaa done, 
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done, than he ſecured the door, ſeized her goods, and never r ſuffered 
ker toenter therein any more, 

To particularize the ſteps he took to amaſs wealth, would only irri- 
tate; ſuffice it to ſay, that his penuriouſneſs prompted him to ſacrifice 
the precious gifts of heaven to his voluptuous thirſt for gain. Out 
of the very few times which he dared to lay out three farthings for 
half-a-pint of ale, he had once the misfortune to let his mug fall, and 
{pill his drink: the trifling diſaſter brought from him this harſh ſen- 
tence, © Guts, guts, ye muſt ſuffer for this.” The food he took, which 
was of the meaneſt ſort, he invariably weighed before he allowed the 
preſſing calls of nature its neceſſities. Potatoes were his chief ſup- 
port, four ounces of which were a ſtipulated meal. His figure was 
the picture of want, garbed like a pitiable mendicant. Lean as the 
watery aliment could make him, his languid countenance, under a 
large hat, ſeemed abſorbed in thought. In the midſt of his vain pur- 
ſuits, the hand of death ſeized and forced him from his god of es, 
to tremble at the preſence of Omnipotence ! 


Nuxs E, 


A child of ſorrow, who was ſervant at the Angel Inn in 1773, is 
noticed as a character of pity. Few of us but have ſome diſtinguiſhing 
marks in our lives and actions; his was accidental. A mad dog, 
paſſing through J. eiceſter, bit him ſhockingly on the cheek, which 
ſoon after brought on him canine madneſs, of which he died, in bit- 
ter agonies, in the Leiceſter Infirmary. Dr. Vaughan, in a publication 
ſoon after, particularly noticed this boy's caſe, but has nat dared to 
announce a cure for that terrible accident, which in 1792 has been 
truly alarming. Perhaps there are very few misfortunes that befall 
human nature ſo diſtreſſing to the mind as that of being bit by a mad 


dog. 
B : 
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dog. What an awful ſuſpence, when ſcarcely a year will free the 
mind from fatal apprehenſions! 


ALDERMAN LupLAM. 


Mr. Alderman Edmund Ludlam died in 1775. (See page 150.) 
This gentleman had defervedly the reputation of being an able ma- 
giſtrate, and was very long conſidered as a leading man in the corpo- 
ration. He was an aſſiduous and careful tradeſman, a grocer, but 
was never biaſſed in public meaſures by ſelf-intereſt. Thoſe who 
have ſeen him at the head of corporation aſſemblies, heard the advice 
of reaſon, coolneſs, and deliberation. He retired from buſineſs, to- 
wards the evening of life, to enjoy the fruits of induſtry, and the 
conſolation of having lived uſefully amongſt mankind. . 


Ms. Tromas LE x, 


An antiquary, by profeſſion a filverſmith, aged 72, with whom J 
had the pleaſure of an acquaintance, died in 1776. He made a large 
collection of ancient coins, and had, through life, made antiquity his 
chief ſtudy. He mingled but little with the world, and cared as 
little about its concerns. He was extremely ſhy, and particularly 
modeſt, He would neither hear nor utter an expreſſion of levity ; 
notwithſtanding he was agreeably familiar with his acquaintance. 
His memory was retentive even on the verge of the grave. His pe- 
culiarities, which were the effect of ſhyneſs, were of that kind which 
rather called forth the ſmile of pleaſure than the frown of diſguſt. I 
have noticed Mr. Lee in page 12, and his coins in p. 21. 
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An inhabitant of this place, and a lamb in Amon every ſenſe of 
the word, for ſhe endured the Cæſarean ſection with that patience and 
fortitude, in the face of death; which aſtoniſhed all around her. She 
had, alas ! but one alternative, to ſave her child, or both muſt periſh. 
The operation was performed in the Leiceſter infirmary, in the pre- 
ſence of Dr. Vaughan; the principal operator, I believe, the late Mr. 
Atkinſon, ſurgeon, aſſiſted by all the eminent ſurgeons in Leiceſter, 
The infant taken from her was full-grown,. and healthy. The piti- 
able ſufferer Oy a day or two, and died Gy without 
pain. | 
It is ſomewhat mal that young Ceſar ſhould * 56 
Leiceſter in 1791, a priſoner for deſertion. © | 


Ma. BASss Er, 


Commonly called Dr. Baſſet, an apothecary. This genius was 
truly an original. He lived in, what is now called Sr. Fames's Square, 
the upper end of the Market - place. He had the reputation of being 
a judge of his buſineſs; but neglected it for the enjoyment of con- 
viviality. He poſſeſſed an eſtate of about ſeventy pounids a year, 
which in ſome meaſure enabled him to ſpend much of his time in 
the company of his tippling friends. The Bear and Swan was his 
principal reſort, then kept by a Mr. Lawton. 

Baſſet's ſpirits, when juſt warmed with liquor, were upon the 
wing; ; he was then, of all men J have ſeen, the moſt capable of en- 
tertaining : his wit was inceſſant and ff pontaneous; it flowed without 
ſeverity, but was given without reſerve. When exceſs had more un- 
bridled him, he ſtung with ſarcaſms of a rude and vulgar nature, 


oftentimes offenſive to delicacy. The late Mr. Bickerſtaff, who him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf has faid ſome good things, went into holy orders late in life, be» 
fore which time he was at once his chief companion, and at the pe- 
riods of inebriation the chief object of his ſatire. Jam aware that 
relations of ſmart things, ſaid in moments of intoxication, would not 
be entertaining, generally, to readers. I therefore forbear enumerating 
many fallies of wit, which flowed from this eccentric genius, 
better adapted indeed, and much better received, at the board of 
feſtivity and conviviality, than on paper. One little anecdote 1 will 
juſt relate. 23112 

The Doctor, in one of his merry fits, was ſent for to the Grip 
Dragon, in the Market-place, to draw a man's tooth, who was in 
great agonies through pain; and he, either miſtaking the man's direc» 
tion to the decayed tooth, or through careleſſneſs, drew out a ſound 
tooth for that in pain, for which he got heartily damned by the 

countryman, and loſt his pay. Damn me not,” ſays the Doctor; 
1 know the law, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.“ 
Whereupon he immediately placed the inſtrument to one of his own 
teeth, and drew it out, by way of fulfilling the law ; which, being 
done expeditiouſly and unexpectedly, turned the man's wrath into 
immoderate laughter, in which it was impoſſible for the company 
not to join, in ſeeing two men merry with their mouths — from 
the ſame cauſe. 


Joun DarKeER, Es q. 


A repreſentative for the borough of Leiceſter, highly eſteemed by 
bis conſtituents, This gentleman's anceſtors were natives of Stough- 
ton, in this county. He was a London merchant,” and acquired a 
large fortune ; Treaſurer of St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital ; a Fellow of 
the Royal and Antiquarian Societies ; and generally, in the Houſe ot 
Commons, choſen on Committees of trade and commerce. One of the 

: | moſt 
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moſt ſhining traits of his character is, that although he was avowedly 
ehoſen by one of the parties which divide, and has long divided, the 
town of. Leiceſter, friends, it is ſaid, to prerogative, and enemies to 
freedom; yet his conduct was that of an upright legiſlator, influenced 
neither by the party who honoured him with their confidence, nor 
any meaſures which did not agree with the dictates of his honeſt 
mind; he was as free within the walls of the Houſe of Commons as 
the paſſing air, juſt as all there ought to be. What are often the dic - 
tates of thoſe who ſend ſuch men thither? Very often, the ill-judged 
opinions of a faction, formed haſtily from a deluſive tale in a public 
print, or the miſguiding harangues of ſome noiſy orator, whole 
chief merit is in being abuſive and illiberal ! 

Mr. Darker died in 1784, after being a third time choſen to repre- 
ſent the borough of LEiceſter. His portrait, from an original picture 
in the Town Hall, is facing page 175, fig. 12. 


DR. War Ts 


May be ſtyled a a native of Leiceſter (for his family lived at Danet's 
Hall, juſt without the town). He was educated for a Doctor of Phy- 
fic, in which line he practiſed many years; and afterwards took orders 
in the Church, but attained no preferment of conſequence in that 
way. He was a man of honour, and a man of ſenſe. With a flen- 
der fortune he lived uſefully, and died an honour to his family and 
friends, in 1786, aged 61. 
Dr. Watts ought to be long in memory as the projector of the Lei- 
ceſter Infirmary. He urged the meaſure in language the moſt forcible 
and convincing, and it may be juſtly ſaid, that he laid the corner - ſtone 
of that great charity. The guardians of that inſtitution, 1 in its in- 
fant ſtate, being convinced that he alone ſtepped forward to plead for 
the de neceſſitous poor's not only appointed him a Governor for 
life, 
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life, but, in a public and moſt flattering manner, gave him thanks, 
as an honorary reward for his humanity. I ſeruple not to give his 
addreſs to the publick, which called forth the attention of thoſe who 
had abilities to relieve the diſtreſſes of the unfortunate (a). 


Rev. 


(a) The great utility of the laborious poor, thoſe ſupporters of ſociety, upon whom the wealth, 
upon whom the proſperity, upon whom the defence, upon whom the very exiſtence of the na- 
tion, doth fo manifeſtly and mainly depend. , 1 

«© The but too obviouſly diſgraceful, and fatal, neglect of them. The leaving them to the 
vexatious and diſtreſsful conſequences, of the various deplorable accidents and diſtempers to 
which they are ſo liable; or, what is ftill far worſe, a prey to thoſe ignorant, thoſe intereſted, to 
thoſe enterpriſing, to thoſe utterly unfeeling, intruders upon the faculty, and depredators upon 
property and life, who in this nation (though ſo happy in its laws and government) ſo grievouſly 
abound. 

The natural and alarming conſequences of ſuch unnatural and evident neglect; à nume - 
rous ſickly, maimed, languiſhing, and burthenſome poor; a weakly offspring ; and population 
decreaſing from this, at leaſt as much as from any other ſingle cauſe. 

The improbability, not to ſay impoſſibility, of having them taken care of ſpeedily, effeQu- 
ally, comfortably, and cheaply, at home. 

«+ But the miniſter of each pariſh, and the gentlemen of the faculty can beſt tell, and let every 
honeſt and experienced one teſtify, the frequent conſequences in ſufferance, and at length in 
expence, of even the commoneſt accidents, whether contuſions, or the ſlighteſt puncture or cut; 
eſpecially in depraved habits, in bad fituations, and unfavourable ſeaſons ; through want of proper, 
or under, what is ftill worſe, improper care: What foul ulcers, and even foul bones, and ſti 
Joints, thence proceed, Thoſe gentlemen can alſo beſt tell, what complicated and radicated 
diſtempers ariſe from, that univerſal one amongſt the poor, worms, or from, that almoſt as uni- 
verſal one, intermittents, ſuperinduced, amongſt other cauſes, thereby; degenerating into putrid 
| fevers; bringing on jaundice, dropſy, aſthma ; or terminating in deep-ſeated abſceſſes : whence 
a languiſhing, hopeleſs life, and a premature death. 

Here is no exaggeration ; but the too daily experience, alas! affording but too full and me- 
lancholy evidence of theſe. 

“ Any perſon, who at all adverts to the ſtate of the laborious poor, cannot but obſerve how few 
have houſes fit for a bed of ſickneſs, how very few can be attended properly in their habitations, 
ſuch as they are; being ſometimes at great diſtance from each other, vaſtly further from the pro- 
feſſors of phyſic and ſurgery, which muſt make the charge of medicine and attendance utterly 
inſupportable to them; whence, either left to themſelves, or falling into unſkilful and diſhoneſt 
hands, they become objects of the moſt complicated miſery and diſtreſs, 

* 'The ſecondary inducements ariſe from the manifeſt and manifold advantages of the many 
eſtabliſhments of this kind, which have in various counties already taken place, © 
% Advan- 
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: 


Rxv. Ms. WILLIAM LUDLAM, 


A native of Leiceſter, known but little as a Divine; but as a Me- 


chanic, we have been taught to believe, ranked in no inferior 
a claſs; 


« Advantages, ſuch to the ſick and maimed poor as are indeed not to be had by even | moan 
of fortune in their private families, 

%% Thoſe admitted are not only accommodated with every thing neceſſary or proper for them in 
their reſpective conditions, but have ſuch conſtant and regular attendance of perſons thoroughly 
verſed in every branch of phyfic, ſuch well-inſpe&ed drugs, ſuch appropriate medicines, ſuch 
exact diet, ſuch experienced nurſes and aſſiſtants, ſuch convenience of external applications, as 
of hot and cold baths, pumpings, ſweating-chairs, and other collateral aids, that it muſt be- an 
happy combination of pn indeed, under which ere of wealth and diſtinQion them 
ſelves can be ſo aſſiſled. 

% The advantages to the community, in prompt relief, ſpeedy and radical cures, 3 ſo- 
very many are kept from being long a load alike to ſociety and themſelves ; which advantages are 
ſo very conſpicuous, where men with minds open to conviction attend duly thereto ; and refult- 
indeed ſo immediately from the above, that it would be impertinent to ſpecify them there. 

«© The reſult of a proper enquiry into the ſtate of the fick and maimed poor, how very greatly 
they ſtand in need of, and how very highly they deſerve, better care; the reſult of an inquiry 
into the nature and obligations of our duty to them, and therein to the univerſal Lord : The re- 
ſult of an inquiry into the manner wherein the moſt conſolitary, the moſt efficacious, the moſt 
endearing, at the ſame time the leaſt expenſive aſſiſtance can be given, will, I doubt not, be, 
that a public Infirmary, not only in this, but in every county is required. Whether the voice of 
the moſt ceconomical polity, the voice of reaſon, of humanity; of religion, be heard, each loudly 
declareth, that the moſt adequate relief of the diſtreſſed, to the diſburdening the pariſhes, to the 
credit of the nation, io the credit of this province, to the credit of each individual ſubicriber, to 
the endearing the rich to the poor, to the glory of that unſpeakable great and good Being, who de- 
lighteth in mercy, and to the obtaining that merey pronounced upon the merciful, of which not 
only the nation in general, but each individual, fo very greatly ſtandeth in need. Tor | 

Much more might certainly be added concerning the expediency and neceſſity of an inſtitution 
in every view agreeable to the dignity of the county, and for the public good. But the lives and 
limbs of thoſe tilters of our fields, by the ſweat of whoſe brow we break bread : The lives arid 
limbs of thoſe ſoldiers and failors, who ate at once the intrepid afſertors of our liberty, and that 
of mankind: Theeafe and relief of our compatriots and comprovincials, of thoſe: our fellow ſuf- 
forers who have truly the poſt of honour in this liſe of manly trial here below, and are heirs of the- 
ſame ſure and immortal hope: Metives theſe fo exceedingly intereſting and important, the par 
charaQeriſtic of the vation ſo prevalent alſo and diffuſed, that it would be an infalt to enlarge. 

Only be it permitted to add, that I write in the fulleſt and moſt experimental perſuaſion of the 
neceſſity of what I have undenaken to recommend; that I nevertheleſs moſt heartily wiſh the- 
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claſs, I profeſs to know but little of his abilities, and I wondered that 
ſo little was ſaid of him at his death by thoſe who were judges. Mr. 
Bickerſtaff, to be ſure, has remembered him in the Leiceſterſhire Col- 
lections, from which the following is copied. 

„William Ludlam, B. D. F. R. S. rector of Cockfield in Suf- 
folk, and vicar of Norton by Galby, was formerly fellow of St. John's 
College, Cambridge, where he proceeded B. A. 1733; M. A. 1742: 
8. T. B. 1749. He was celebrated for his mechanical genius and diſ- 
coveries in mechanics and mathematics, and his communications of 
them to the Royal Society, who have publiſhed them in their Phi- 
loſophical TranſaQtions ;” viz. © Account of a new - conſtructed Ba- 
lance for the Woollen Manufacture,“ vol. LV. p. 205 ; An Eu- 
gine for turning Ovals in Wood or Metal, and drawing Ovals on 
Paper,” LXX. 378; © Obſervations on the Tranſit of Venus and 
Eclipſe of the Sun at Leiceſter, June, 1769,” LIX. 236: Eclipſe 
of the Sun at Leiceſter, 1778, LXVIII. 1019; © Aſtronomical Ob- 
ſervations there, LX. 355. LXV. 366. 370. He was alſo author 

of Four Theological Eſſays on Scripture Metaphors, and other 
Subjects, 1787,” 8vo; and Two Eſſays on Juſtification, and the 
Influence of the Holy Spirit,” in addition to the foregoing, 1788. In 
Gent. Mag. vol. XXXV. p. 412, is his report to the board of longi- 


affair was in abler hands, that I am too well e with my ſtation to preſume, and with the 
rights of mankind, whatever were my ſtation, to pretend to Aan, in a manner of ſo general 
and weighty concern. 

« Tf, either in virtue of any perſonal experience, or of the materials which I have collected, or 
of the aſſiſtance wherewith I am favoured, I can in any ſhape ſerve the community, and that (I 
hope evidently) without any the leaſt intereſted intent, I ſhall have a great additional cauſe to bleſs 
and praiſe that good God, under whom I ſubmit this to all to whom it any way relateth, and 
principally to thoſe who in their exalted ſtation may, through the divine influence, beſt promote 
and bring it ſpeedily to good effect. 

I would hope that it will not appear aſſuming « or preſumptuous, it in me, "ue in the humble 
duties of mine, I'endeavour thus to render myſelf an uſeful (being very truly an a) ſer- 
vant of the N in 18 and of * native county in particular. 
: | 11 2111 N 7 w. WATTS, u. b. 

B b 0 tude; 


tude; and vol. XLII. p. 562. a ſhort account of Church Otgaus.— 
Mr. Ludlam died at Leiceſter, March 16, 1788. A turn- about 
octangular table in my family, ſup poſed the fabrication of Dr. Lud- 
jam, a notable mechanic in his day, and a child's chair well timbered, 
and high to ſit at table, with a very convenient foot-board. His ſons 
William and Thomas were both clergymen, and both eminent me- 
chanics; yet Thomas haud paſibus æguits, his daughter boarding ſe- 
veral years at the late Alderman Weſtley's, a great undertaker of 
building and wood works. Perhaps a congenial foul might attach. 
her there to the chromatic harmony of axe and ſaw. She was ſtep- 
mother to the preſent Mr. Cradock, of the theatre and literary world, 


Inſtances'of this kind may give birth to a notion. that ſouls as well as 
| bodies are ex zraduce.” W. B. 


Rev. Mr. BickzRsT Arr. 


Once the companion of Baſſet ; and, methinks, I hear thoſe fay, 
who chuſe the ſubſtance for the ſhadow, or, in other words, who 
think all folly which has not for its end the amaſſing of wealth, a 
brother to J. T. in ſimplicity. He, like myſelf, and many others, 
has been employed hours, days, weeks, and years, about things of 
little profit; while ſome have been heaping vp the one thing needful, 
(ſays the worldling) piles of glittering gold. He has been meaſuring 
the raw dykes, the magazine, &c. &c. contemplating paſt ages; 
while others were laying houſe to houſe, and field to field, by a more 
profitable, if not leſs honourable, employment; and, I am ſure, if the 
monument of king Dick had now remained among us, he would have 
been ſolicitouſly employed in preſerving even the length of his ſtature's 
noſe ; ſo deſirous was he of letting nothing eſcape him that might in- 
form the enquirers of after-times what was paſting in the preſent. 

I have frequently had occaſion to make mention of his name in 
el pages: the purſuits of "as latter pact of his life required it, for 


things 
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things of antiquity and electrical amuſements were then his chief em- 
ploy ment; by the latter, I dare ſay, he not only amuſed himfelf, 
but intended to benefit others. He wrote ſome good fupitive pieces 
to the Gentleman's Magazine, that univerſally read periodical work ; 
he was, at one time of his life, a conſiderable contributor. Two of 
his poetical effuſions, from that work, are in the note below, which 
being of a local nature, and more applicable to theſe pages than others 
of his pieces, the reader may, if he pleaſe, judge, by reading them, 
of Mr. Bickerſtaff's talents for ſatire. The firſt was on a duel intended 
to have been fought near Leiceſter, by a Doctor of Phyſic, and a ſur- 
geon and apothecary. The other was written on eng an inſcription 
on a monument (a). 


B b b 2 Mr. 

(4) Two ſons of Galen, high in fame, Oa pinnacle gland he takes his ſtation, 

Untaug ht to bear a rival's name. And utters his auguſt oration : 

With pill nor bolus take the field, « If you my wrath or favour heed, 

Bat each a dreadful piſtol wield, Peace, brother, peace be well agreed; 

Juſt in a moment, big with fate, Throw, throw thoſe murderous arms away, 

Apollo entered Claudius pate, | Spare but yourſelves, your thouſands ſlay. 

And whiſpered thus: What madneſs friend, Your arms medicinal extend, 

Has urg'd you here to f-ek your end? Yourſelves earich, my power befriend. 

Why ſhould you kill ſecundum Martem? Even Charon wiſhed you to ſpare 

Go, ſafely kill ſecundum artem.” Yourſelves, and not abridge his fare.” 

Plato, his intereſt to maintain, | He ſpake, and fought the realms of night: 

That moment mounts the Doctor's brain. The Doctor took the matter right, 

Propoſ'd to let the quarrel die, 


The barmleſs bullet mounts the ſky.” 
The monument inſcription, which Mr. Bickerſtaff has given ſuch a whim ſical turn to, is in St. 
Martin's church, to the memory of a very worthy character, wy at his death, divided a con- 
fiderable fortune between his two ſons. 


TAK 1 redemptionis 17813 
Richardus Walker, Armig. ætatis 65, 
Vir ſæculi planè antiqui, | Optimo Parenti 

Priſcæque Virtutis ;; | Johannes, filius minor, 
Negotiis ſolers, & rerum prudens; Et ex ſemiſſe hæres, 
Moribus comis, idem & integer; | Animi in ſe ver? paterni memor, 
Et hac noſtrà vita apprimè dignus, Hoc qualecunque officii ſui monumentum 
| Eterna adeo dignior. Moerens poſuit.“ 


E vivis deceſit 199 kal Septem. | . | | Mr. 
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Mr. Bickerſtaff was many years Under-vſher to the Free-fchool in 
this place, took orders at about the age of fifty, and died, without ay 
church preferment, in 1789, in the 61ſt year of his age. 


Ma. J. Nx DRAM, 


Alſo a native and inhabitant of Leiceſter ; his ſtay was ſhort, He 
paſſed from ſchool (under the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Pigot), where 
his acquirements were rapid and permanent, into buſineſs ; and from 
buſineſs to the grave, at the age of 30. 

His genius was no way ſuited to buſineſs, which was ſoon diſ- 
covered when unfettered from a ſeven years ſervitude. When a 
youth, he was ſolicitous to know God, on whom he thought and 
read, perhaps, too much: it has embittered the lives of many 
with inſanity and deſperation; him, in the iſſue, it made wild, 
and at times irreverent. It is enough for finite beings to know, 
that the Almighty is benignant; and that his perſon and attributes 
are - undeſcribable. I attribute thoſe excentric ſallies of his life to 
that fatal cauſe of inquiſitiveneſs, out of which aroſe his inſtability. 
I have often compared him, in my thoughts, to one who had no de- 
fire of wealth nor contempt of riches ; he took the day as he found 
it, without a childiſh murmur or depreſſion; Chance, like the wind 


Mr. 3 fanciful turn to it. 


Here lies Richard Walker, late 8 no wa 
In perſon and manners as plain as a friar. 
He doctor'd his patients with no-ſmall addreſs, 
But ſometimes, like others, praceeded by gueſs ; 
Obliging and honeſt to all, aye, his wife, 
Fit to live, fit to die, thus he ended his life :: 
Sept. 19, 1781, in his 65th year. 
To a father ſo kind, his ſon John, a great wit, 
For whomin the middle his fortune he ſplit, 
Tho' younger, inſpired by grief, - gratitude, joy, 
EreQted this monument for the old boy.” 


ſporting 
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ſporting with a feather, wafted him from place to place, and from 
one light purſuit to another, In company he was an excellent com- 
panion ; as a fatiriſt, he had no equal, in Leiceſter, in his day. He 
was governed, in company, by no laws of prudence; he ſtung, but he 
had a happy and expeditious knack at extracting the poiſon, when he 
diſcovered the patient in agonies. Let it be known to his enemies, 
if he had any (for he could have none but ſome of thoſe who might 
ſuffer by his pecuniary embarraſſment), that he had a heart of pity, and, 
when in affluence, a ſpirit to relieve the diſtreſſed. I remember that 
he once obſerved to me, in a coffee-room, on ſeeing a child in winter 
by its mother's fide, in the ſtreet, crying and ſhivering with cold, 
« Throſby 1 what has that child done more than you or me, and 
our lot ſo different?“ He drank his glaſs of wine, and haſtened, with. 
out waiting for a reply, to relieve the child and its mother with ſix- 
pence or a ſhilling. 


This is perhaps a faithful, but a flight ſketch of his character, by 
which I have fulfilled, in ſome meaſure, as flight a requeſt he made 


to me ſome little time before he died. When I am dead, FI 
will you write my charaQer ?” | 

He has left us no ſpecimens of his writings, although capable, ex- 
cepting ſome little eſſays in the Leiceſter Journal on a ſhuffling match 
at cricket, a gamnghe ſeemed remarkably attached to. He died in 
1791. | 


WILLIAM CoRBET, 


Diminutive, - but exceedingly provident ; remarkably ſo in his ap- 
parel. He had been long before his death, which happened in 1791, 
in the ſervice of the late Mr. Bentley, banker and draper, where he 
had opportunities of furniſhing himſelf, agreeably to his extravagant de- 
fires, with requiſites for his little body to laſt for centuries. Poſſeſſed 
of property which brought him 1n about 100l. per annum, when at 
the 


7 
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the age of 50, he endured a dependant ſtate with the moſt ſervile 
fear : a word, or a forbidding look, from his maſter, would make him 
ſkip from his preſence as one in the moſt abject ſlavery. After the 
death of Mr. Bentley, he inhabited a ſmall houſe in Leiceſter, ſtuffed 
with cloathing beyond compariſon, formed in the faſhion of his 
youth. He kept no ſervant ; but numberleſs locks and keys, to pro- 
tect that ſort of treaſure which no mortal coveted. He was a being 
ſeemingly formed for no rational ſociety : the lovely form of woman, 
and the other beautiful attractions of the creation, to him were alike 
indifferent. He was ſtricken with death (as many others have been, 
of a ſordid mind, ſhut up from ſociety) in his hut-like dwelling, with- 
out an accompanying friendly tear at his departure : he was found by 
a neighbour ſpeechleſs, ſhortly to be no more. 

The ſale of his goods and cloathing afforded abundant entertainment. 
He left forty ſuits of cloaths, twenty dozen of ſhirts, one hundred 
and twenty table-cloths, and as many napkins made and unmade ; 
fifty pair of ſheets; fifty dozen of purſes made and marked by himſelf, 
for all the known coin of the kingdom, even down to farthings. 
What an important employment for a man at ſixty years of age, with- 
out a child or a relation that cared a big for him, to be buſied in 
making purſes to hold money 


Mu. DAvENORT, 


A native of Leiceſter, ſon of a reſpectable clergyman of that place, 
who was ſome time Maſter of the public ſchool, and half - brother to 
Mr. Davenport the Attorney at Law. He is diſtinguiſhed here for 
his ſuperior knowledge in the Greek language, and his being particu- 
larly noticed by that bright ſtar of literature, the late Dr. Johnſon. 
He was bred to the now reputable buſineſs of a Printer, and acquired, 
a year or two before his death, an annuity of zol. bequeathed by the 
late Mr. Bowyer to the er who ſhould be deemed beſt quali- 
1 „ > | 
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fied as a Latin ſcholar, and pofleſs alſo a competent knowledge of the 
Greek language. He died in 1791, at the middle age of life. 


. AD. A: Migr® 


The two portraits with which I-clofe my account of Characters, 
outlined facing this page, were perſons generally, known in Leiceſter, 
as Beings of an ordinary but harmleſs nature, contemporaries, and 
now claſſed as companions in ſimplicity. The female poſſeſſed in her 
face all the marking features of man; the male, thoſe of woman in 
the moments of love; he always ſmiled. with unaffected innocence. 
It is not material for the world to know either their names, their re- 
ſpective ages, nor when they died. Thoſe who knew them gave me 
ſome credit for the ſketches, which, by permifion, I took from life, 
and afterwards etched them from the originals, 


RECORDERS or LEICESTER fince 1530. 


1531 Mr. Broxbie. 

1536 John Raymond, Eſq. ” 
1541 Edward Griffin, Efq. | +795. 

1550 John Beaumont, Eſq. | np 

1552 John Hunt, Eſq. . 

1553 Francis Farnham, Eſq. 

1558 Francis Etton, Eſq.. 

1559 Robert Breame, Eſq. 


576 Richard Perkins, of Bunney, Eſq. 
1603 
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1603 Vn Stan ford, Eſq, who: died within a year-=—Aiguſtns 
Nicholls, -Serjeant at Law, choſen. | -_ | 
1612 P raucis Harvey, Eſq. 
1624 Thomas Chapman, Eſq.” -/ 
1653 James Winſtanley, Eſq. 
1661 Robert Harding, Eſq. 
1680 Nathan Wright, Eſq. | 
1685 Earl of Huntingdon, by the new charter. 
1688 Nathan Wright, Eſq. 'reſtored. 
1696 Lawrence Carter, Eſq. | | 
1729 William Wright, Eſq. reſigned i in 1763. | 

1763 Robert Bakewell, Eſq. removed by a court t of Aldermen i in 1 1766. 
106 William Burleton, Eſq. | 
1787 Edmund Wigley, Eſq. now Recorder, 


as 


'4 


REPRESENTATIVES in PARLIAMENT for the Town of 
LEICESTER, from the Time of EDWARD the FIRST. 
Epwanp I. 
23 P. at Weſt. Ralph Norman, Robert de Scanſord. 
28 P. at Linc. John de Kithcote, Roger le Glenne. 
28 P. at Lond. Richard Downing, Roger Glenne. 
30 P. at Weſt, Richard Soning, Nich. le Glenne. 


33 P. at Weſt. Henry Palmer, Hugh ae Mercer. ic 
35 P. at Carlifle, Ralph Norman, Henry de C * 22 2077 


Epwanp IL. - O35 ELOL17;1 Fi i 
120 £87 1 


1 P. at North. William Lynarich, V. alliom FA Palmer... 
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2 P. at Weſt. Henry de Erdington, Richard de Egglebaſton. 
4 P. at Weſt. William de Lyndryck, William de Walmer. 
5 P. at Lond. William de Lynarych, Robert de Leiceſter, . 
6 P. at Weſt, Robert Hereward, Nicholas Mercer. 
6 P. at Weſt. William Clowne, Richard Leveryche. 
7 P. at Weſt. Roger de Glen, John Stockton. 
8 P. at Weſt, William de Benbam, Simon de Lyndrych. 
8 P. at York, Roger de Pickering, William le Palmer. 

12 P. at York, William le Palmer, jun. Thomas Fox. 

12 P. at York, Henry Palmer, Jobn Derby. 

15 P. at York, John Derby, Jeffery de Staunton. 

16 P. at York, Ralph de Burton, Walter Buſſaby. 

19 P. at Weſt, William Roddington, William Folly. 


EpwWARPD III. 


I p. at Leiceſter, John Fitz Henry de Leiceſter, John Gerin. 
2 P. at North' ton, Richard Claver, Fohn Gryn, 

2 P. at New Sarum, John de Glen, William Petling. 
2 P. at Northton, Richard Claver, John Feryn. 
4 P. at Weſt. Richard Bonyinton, Robert de Gryndon. 
4 P. at Wincheſter, John Levyrich, Thomas Dawbenny. 
6 P. at Weſt. Henry Merlyn, Richard de Donnington, 
6 P. at York, John Leverych, Jobn Fitz Henry. 

7 P. at York, Jobn de Gartborp. 

9 P. at Weſt. John Leverych, Fobn Querndon., 

9 P. at Linc. William de Roddingion, William de Palmer. 
11 P. at Weſt, Richard de Donnington, John Martyn. 


11 Council at Weſt. William Maryn, Richard de Walcote, Robert 


Porter, and Robert Foxon. | 
I2 P. at Weſt. Richard de Donningion, John 7" FAY 
12 Council at North ton, Richard de Donnington, Jobs Tune. 
mf I Wn - 


107 


1 P. 
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12 P. at York, William Palmer, Thomas Fox. 

12 P. at North'ton, John Hardyng, Robert Bonyng. 
13 P. at Weſt. William Waryn, Thomas Fiz Robert. 
14 P.at Weſt. Richard Rudding, William Fitz Richard. 
14 P. at Weſt. Richard Walcoat, William Irs. 

14 P. at Weſt. Ralph Burton, Jobn Blake. 

15 P. at Weſt. Jobn Clark, William Donnington. 

12 P. at Weſt. Walter Buſsby, William Reddington. 
20 P. at Weſt. Richard Walcoat, William Dunſtable. 
21 P. at Weſt, Kichard Beeby, Allan Sutton. 

22 P. at Weſt. John Reconour, William Wakefield. 

24 P. at Weſt. William Dunſtable, Tomes Beby. 


23 P. at Weit. The fame 


28 P. at Weſt. John Martin, John de Hodyngers. 

29 P. at Weſt. William Dunſtable, Thomas. Beby. 

31 P. at Weſt, John le Petlyng, Thomas de Crom. 

34 P. at Weſt, Thomas Beby, Roger Belgrave. 

34 P. at Weſt. Roger de Knighton, William Burton. 
37 P. at Weſt. John Peterburrough, Roger Kilby. 

39 P. at Weſt. William Tabb, John Stafford. 

42 P. at Weſt. Walter Lynd, Roger de Belgrave. 

43 P. at Weſt. William Burton, William Alle Greene. 
45 P. at Weſt. William Taillard, Richard de Knighton, 
45 Council at Wincheſter, William Taillard. 

46 P. at Weſt. William Atle Greene, Roger Beeby. 

47 P. at Weſt. John Stafford, John Peterborough. 
50 P. at Weſt. Henry de Petlyng, Henry de Clynton. 


RicyuarDd Il. 


2 P. at Weſt. William Huntedon, John Stafford. 
2 P. at Glouceſter, William Humberſton, Wilham de Thornton. 
3 P. at Weſt, John Chapman, Andrew Gracewrighbt, 


or LEICESTER. 


4 P. at North*ton, ' John de Stafford, William Ferrour. . 
5 P. at Weſt. John Sherere, Richard Boyes. 

6 P. at Weſt. Stephen Chambre, Robert Norton. 

7 P. at Weſt. Roger Belgrave, Richard Branſton. 


7 P. at New Sarum, John Stafford, Thomas Wakefield. 


8 P. at Weſt. Geffry Clark, Fohn Fade. 
11 P. at Weſt. Gefferey Okeham, William de Moreton. 
12 P. at Camb. John Fiz John Cook, Geffry Clark. 
15 P. at Weſt. Gefry Olebam, Henry Debey. 
20 P. at Weſt, Thomas Wakefield, Roger Humberſlon, 


HENRTY IV. 


1 P. at Weſt. William Biſbam, Fobn Church. 
2 P. at Lond. John London, Peter Clarke. 
8 P. at Weſt. fohn-Donnington Goldſmith. 
11 P. at Weſt. Jobn Church, Robert Emington. 
12 P. at Weſt. Ralph Humberſton, Robert Emington, 
— = Thomas Denton, Ralph Brucy. 
John Clinch, ohn How. 
—— Henry Forfler, Robert Emington. 
3 P. at Welt. 
7 P. at Glouceſt. Fohn Donington, Roger Goldſmith, 
8 P. at Weſt. John Chirche, Fohn Pikewell, 
9 P. at Weſt. Henry Forfler, fohn Nightingale. 


HxxRT V. 
1 P. at Weſt. Thomas Denton, Ralph Bracey. 
2 P. at Weſt. John Clinch, Fobn How. 


2 P. at Weſt. Henry Forfer, Robert Emington. 
3 P. at Weit. 


Cecz2 
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7 P. at Glouceſter, John Domington, Roger "> Ik 
8 P. at Weſt. John Chirche, Fohn Pikewell. 
9 P. at Weſt. Henry Fowler, Fobn Nightingale. 


Hexky | VI. 


1 P. at Weſt. John Heket, Henry Salter. 
2 P. at Weſt. John Church, RalphiBrajyer. 
3 P. at Weſt. Thomas Walgrave, John Loughborough. 


4 P. at Leiceſter, Richard Brafier, Thomas Walgrave. 


6 P. at Weſt. John Church, William Newby. 

8 P. at Weſt. William Newby, John Reynold. 

9 P. at Weſt. John Pykewell, Adam Racey. 

11 P. at Weſt. William Pacy, Jobn Loughburgh. 
15 P. at Weſt. John Churche, Walter Pomerſley. 
15 P. at Camb. John Reynold, Thomas Herbert. 
20 P. at Weſt. Thomas Burton, William Newby. 
25 P. at Camb. Thomas Burton, Adam Racy. | 
27 P. at Weſt. William Newby, William Stringer. 
28 P. at Weſt. William Grantham, Adam Racy. 
29 P. at Weſt. Richard Fi ber, Thomas Greene. 


31 P. at Reading, William Wimandeſwould, W illiam Clarke.” 


33 b. at Weſt. Thomas Dalton, William Wig/ton. 
38 P. at Weſt, Thomas Green, Robert Shilling. 


EDWARD IV. 


7 F. at Weſt. Robert Sherringhg m, John Roberts. 


12 P. at Weſt. Robert Wigſton, Fohn Roberts. 
17 P. at Weſt, Peers Curtis, Fohn Wig/ton, 
22 P. at Weſt. Peers Curtis Mayor, John Roberts. 


RicHARD 
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RIchARPD III. 
1 P. at Weſt, John Roberis Mayor, Peers Curtis. 


HENRY VII. 


4 P. at Weſt. Peers Curtis, Roger Wisſton. 

7 P. at Weſt. Peers Curtis, Robert Clark. 
11 P. at Weſt. Robert Orton, William Wig flon. 
I 4 P. at Lond. William Bolte Mayor. 


HENRY VIII. 
r N PA} Roger Mig ſton. 


EnwarD VI. 


1 P. at Weſt. George Swillington, Eſq, Ralph Skinner, Gent. 
6 P. at Weſt. George Swillington, Eſq. Robert Cotton, Gent. 


Mary. 


1 P. at Weſt. William Faunt, Eſq. Thomas Farnham, Eſq. 
7 P. at Oxford, Francis Fernham, Thomas Fenkinſon. 


1 and 2 P. at Weſt. Francis Farnham, Recorder, Hugh Aſhton. 
2 and 3P. at Welt. 


4 and 5 P. at Weſt. Robert Breham, Maurice Tyrrel, Gent. 


ErL1z ABETH. 


1 P. at Weſt. Yobn Haſtings, Robert Breame. 


5 P. at Weſt. Richard Breham, Eſq. Robert Brookſby, Ei. 
13 P. at Weſt. Thomas Cave, Eig. Stepben Hales, Eſq. 
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14 P. at Weſt. Robert Brebam, Gent. Fohn Stanford, Gent. 


27 P. at Weſt. Henry Skipwith, Eſq. Thomas Fohnſon, Eſq. 


28 P. at Weſt. Henry Skhipwith, Thomas Fobnſon. 
31 P. at Weſt. John C bippindale, Robert Heyrick, 


BURGESSES elected to ſerve in PanutamT, from 1 353 


1593 Mr. John Stanford, Mr. James Clark. 

1596 Mr. George Parkins, Mr. John Stanford. 
1601 George Belgrave, Eſq. William Herrick, Eſq. 
1604 Sir Henry Beaumont, Sir William Skipwith. 


1605 Sir William Herrick, elected in the room of Sir Henry Beau- 


mont, deceaſed. 


1608 Henry Rich, Eſq. elected in the room of Sir William Skipwith, 


deceaſed, 
1614 Sir Henry Rich, Sir Francis Leigh. | 
1629 Sir Richard Morriſon, Sir William Heyrick. 
1623, Sir Humphrey May, William Ive Gent. 


1625 Sir Hum. May, 
Sir Geo, Haſtings. 
1640 Simon Avery, Eſq. Thomas Cook, Efq. 


Thomas Jermyne, Eſq. in his place, choſe Geo. Haſtings, 
Sir H. May, Sir George Haſtings, in the next Parliament, 
Sir Hum. May, Sir John Stanhope, next Parliament, 


1641 Thomas Lord Grey, Thomas Cook, Eſq. but adjudged by the 


ſtead. 


1654 Sir Arthor Haſelrigg, William Stanley, Gent. Alderman. 


1658 Sir Arthur Haſelrigg, Mr. William Stanley. 


0 John Grey, of London, Eſq. * 
1660 John Gray, Eſq. > g William Hartop, of Rotherby, 
| Sir John Prettyman, And 
Thomas Armſton, Efq. Wilm Hartop, Knight, 
2 See page 133 


" 7 - 


Houſe of Commons incapable, Peter Temple ee. in his 


double return . 


661 


LEICESTER. 213 


1661 Sir William 5 William Billingham, Eſq. 
1678 Sir Henry Beaumont, John Grey, Eſq. 

1681 The ſame. 

1685 Sir Henry Beaumont, Thomas Babington, Eſq. 
1688 Thomas Babington, Eſq. Lawrence Carter, Eſq. 
1690 Sir Edward Abney, Lawrence Carter. 

1695 Archdale Palmer, Sir Edward Abney. 

1698 Sir William Villiers, Lawrence Carter. 

1701 James Winſtanley, Lawrence Carter. 

1702 Sir George Beaumont, James Winſtanley, 

1705 The ſame. 

1708 The ſame, 

1710 The ſame. 

1713 The ſame. 

1714 The ſame, 

1719 Sir George Beaumont, Thomas Noble. 

1722 Sir George Beaumont, Lawrence Carter. 

1726 Sir George Beaumont, Thomas Boothby Skrimſher. 
1727 Sir George Beaumont, George Wright. 

1734 Sir George Beaumont, George Wright. 

1737 George Wright, James Wigley. 

1741 The ſame. 

1747 The ſame. 

1754 The ſame. 


1761 George Wright died in 1766, John Darker, Eſq. choſen. 
James Wigley died in 1765. Ant. James Keck, Eſq. choſen. 
1768 Hon. Booth Grey, Colonel Eyre Coote. 
_ Hon. Booth Grey, John Darker. 
1780 Hon. Booth Grey; Johu Darker died in 1784, Mee 
Aſhby, Eſq. choſen. 
1784 John Macnamara, Eſq. Charles Loraine Smith, Eſq. 
1790 Boothby Parkins, Eſq. Samuel Smith, Eſq. 
7 | SECT. 
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ws "THE HIS TOR 


N 0 A. 


Religious Houſes, Churches, and Hoſpitals. 


AN, we muſt naturally imagine, even in the earlieſt ages of 
the world, looked up to that Almighty Power with aſtoniſh- 
ment and adoration, who only ſaid, * LRT THERE BE LIGHT, AND 
THERE WAS LIGHT.” It would not be much to our preſent purpoſe 
to preface this Section, with a diſplay of ſpeculative opinions on tne 
earlieſt modes of worſhip ; it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that Dru- 
idiſm was the religion of the natives of this iſland when firſt diſ- 
covered; but we have no traces remaining of their religious labours 
in this county, _— on Bardon-hill, of which I dare not give 
an opinion. 
When the world was peopled by the deſcendants of Noah, they, 
doubtleſs, in every country, preſerved ſome of the religious doctrines 
taught in his day. The Druidical tenets were thoſe of fim- 


plicity and energy, marked with ſtrong traits of that Patriarch' 8 de- 


votion: they had Gop in view, and they had their ſacrifices to ap- 
peaſe his anger. They held their religious meetings under the moſt 
ancient and venerable oak-trees, as being the immediate reſidence of 
Gor; and their rude temples were built in groves and ſhady places, 
in the form of an orb, which were conſecrated to the ſervice of the 
Han 

« Here on the throne the parent chief w appear'd, 

A prince, a ſov* reign, judge, by all rever'd. 

Supreme in office, as in power he ruFd, 

Tam'd their rude paſſions ; check'd, o'eraw'd, controul'd. 


* Chief Druid. 
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What time for council or for aid they came, 

He heard indulgent each ſucceſſive claim; 

As with a father's care their wants ſupply'd, 

Nor view'd the ſuppliant's meek approach with pride; 
But, juſt to each, with pleas'd and chearful mind, 
Sent ſome rejoicing back, and all reſign'd. 

He ſhew'd the climes where Virtue finds her home, 
And to their view unveil'd a life to come. 

O happy race, untaught to feel' annoy, 

Their days in freedom ſpent, their nights in joy ; 
On earth's wide common left at large to roam, 
Their parent Nature, and the world their home *!“ 


Our religious remains in Leiceſter, or the accounts of thoſe now 
no more, were buildings raiſed by the difciples and followers of 
Chriſt's doctrine, excepting that venerable ruin called Fewry Wall, 
or the Temple of Janus, noticed early in theſe pages, which has long 
baffled the enquiry and the, penetration of the moſt learned Antiquaries, 

A brief account of the Churches in Leiceſter and their number are 
in a MS, in the Cottonian Library, (Incipit Matriculus Domini Hugh 
Epiſcapi Lincoln, de omnibus Eccleſiis in Archidiatonatu de Leyceſtria, 
1220) with which I have prefaced, reſpectively, my accounts of the 
Churches; the Religious Houſes and Hoſpitals I have placed nearly 

in the ſucceſſion they were founded. The names of churches ſtand- 
ing in 1220, by that account, were St. Mary, St. Nicholas, St. Cle- 
ment, St. Leonard, All-Saints, St. Michael, St. Martin, St. Peter, 
Chapel of St. Sepulchre, and St. Margaret, nine in number. 


« Tn Civitate Leyceſtriz. 
Eecleſiæ Sands Marie de Caſtello, patronus abbas Sanctæ Mariæ de Pratis, 
habens eam in proprios uſus, a fundatione canonicorum, totam exceptis ob- 


* Fane of the Druids. 
Ddd lationibus 
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lationibus et obventionibus altaris, quæ deputatæ ſunt. vit clericis deſervi- 
entibus in eadem in propriis perſonis, qui etiam debent de ſuis portionibus 
duos capellanos miniſtrantes exhibere in eadem, et exceptà tertia parte garba- 


rum de tribus carucatis terræ, quas percipit abbas Sancti Ebrulſi ab antiquo. 
Portio abbatis valet circiter Lx ſolidos.“ 


The Church of Sr. Mazy, 


As a building, can neither be diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of chaſte 
or beautiful: it is the patch-work of a variety of periods, occaſioned 
by its numberleſs viciſſitudes of fortune: in war it invariably ſuffered 
with the caſtle; and in peace its battered walls have been raiſed up 
again as invariably by thoſe noble earls, who made the caſtle ſome- 
times a place of defence, and at other times their palace. | 
The" chancel of this-church is Saxon, perhaps the fineſt remains of 
that period in the county. (See plate, page 7, fig. 6). Within and 
without, the teſtimonials of its age are n ſtrong, and con- 
vincing (a). 
In compiling the hiſtory of ſuch churches as we have in Leiceſter, 
the writer meets with but few of thoſe helps which are ſo uſeful from 
ancient records in writing the hiſtory of cathedrals, nor indeed can 
the information be of that importance. Mr, Carte, the vicar of St. 
Martin's, however, has left us a fmall men reſpecting the 
churches of Leiceſter, which I have found uſeful. 
© «© There was afore the Conqueſt (ſays Leland) a collegiate church 
of prebendes intra Caſtrum ; the landes whereof gyven by Robert 


(a) Some writers have contended that the remains which are generally ſtyled Saxon are of Nor- 
man origin, and that the former built their religious edifices of wood, ſtraw, and ftubble, or of 
materials as little capable of reſiſtigg time. That the Normans ſurpaſſed, in many inſtances, the 
Saxons as to ſtyle and elegance of architecture, may be allowed; but durability and ſimplicity was 
the characteriſtic of ages in this iſland long before the Conqueſt, It cannot be a matter of wonder 
that ſo few remains are to be found now in Britain of the early ages, when we recolle& the ſuc- 
ceſſion of diſaſters which followed the invaſion of Julius Cæſar. Not only new laws were enforced, 
but the arts and ſciences were taught by new rules in almoſt every ſucceeding age. 


Boſſue, | 
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Boſſue, erle of Leiceſtre, to the abbey of chanons, made by him 
without the walles. A new chirch of the reſidew of the old pre- 
bendes was erected without the caſtle, and dedicated to St. Marie as 
the olde was (a).“ 

Robert de Bellomont, earl of Mellent, hs he had obtained the earl- 
dom of Leiceſter of Henry the Firſt, among his acts of mercy, for 
the health of his ſoul, rebuilt the church of our Lady: within the 
caſtle (5), placing therein ſecular canons, reſtoring to them all the poſ- 
ſeſſions given or belonging to that church, and beſtowing more from 
his own bounty (c); the chief of which, it ſeems, was ſix carucates 
of land near the North bridge, with eight dwellings. In another part 
of Leiceſter he gave three virgates and three oxgangs, aud fix pounds 
rent iſſuing yearly out of that town, confirming to the canons the 
churches of Allhallows, St. Peter, and St. Martin. For their better 
ſupport, he gave alſo the church of Lileburn, with the lands and 
tythes, and three pounds yearly rent out of the lordſhip. He alſo. 
gave them three carucates of land, and the mill at the North bridge, 
for cloathing of ſick people in their charge; and alſo five carucates on 
the North fide of the town, with the churches. of the ſoke of Sheepe- 
ſeved and Halſo (4). Agreeable with the cuſtoms of the times, theſe 
and other pious acts he did for the health of the fouls of William the 
Conqueror, and Maud his queen ; William Rufus, Henry the Firſt, 
and his queen, and their children; alſo for the ſouls of Roger de 
Bellomont, 'his father, and Adelina his wife ; his own, and that of 
Elizabeth his wife, and thoſe of his children. Henry, earl of War- 
wick, his brother, and Albreda his ſiſter, and the ſouls of all the 
faithful deceaſed. ; 

His ſon Robert, who was the founder of the abbey, transferred 
many of the good deeds of his father from this church, to that re- 


(a) The beautiful collegiate church which ſtood oppoſite Trinity hof . 
6) Knighton. (e) Mon, Ang]. ©) Rot. 5 H. III. 
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ligious ſanctuary; but, not willing to deſtroy all his father's good in- 
tentions, placed in it eight canons, whereof one was a dean, and 
endowed them with the oblations, &e. Theſe continued to the ge- 
neral diſſolution (a). There ſtill remains in the veſtry chamber a 
cheſt called an arch, in which there is a convenience for hanging 
their ſeveral veſtments; if I recollect right, ſeven in number, formed 
ſomething like fire - cranes. 

One of the canous was vicar of the pariſh, and inſtituted by the 
biſhop, till 1400, when it was ordained, by the conſent of the 
biſhop, that hereafter, whoever was made dean, ſhould be vicar : 
the dean was appointed by the abbot. The charges attendant on this 
church were paid partly by the pariſhiogers, and partly by the dean(S). 
The chapel of St. Sepulchre extra muros belonged | to the. canons of 
St Mary. . 

Mr. Carte enumerates 1 of che deans from an old church-war- 
den's book ſince loſt. Thomas Derby 'was dean from 1488 to 1514. 
Sir Jobn Peg ſale to 1520. Mr, Peccal to 1521, and Ralph Cockley 
to the diſſolution. The vicars recorded are, Richard Norman, 1602. 
Jaſſon Clarke, 160 3. Joſiah Bond died vicar in 10678. Mr. Fox was 
preſented in 1709. Thomas Pocklington in 1737. John Simmonds 
died in 1778. His ſucceſſor was the preſent Mr. Robinſon. | 

It appears that, in Leland's time, in the college, within the pariſh 
church of St. Mary, there were only ſeven reſident prieſts ; and that 
the vicar had a penſion of 8]. per annum, on account of the diſſolu- 
tion of the monaſtery ; and hath no other profytts but only hys 

manſion houſe, and a little garden ſet upon the Weſt part of the ſaid 


(a) Carte. (5) wia. Decanus et cæteri canonici inſtituendi ſuns per abbatem ; vica- 
nus inſlituendus eſt per epiſcopum, qui ſole bat habere de nobis ad ſuſtentationem ſuam 26s, 8d. 
| fed illud mutatum eſt ex aſſenſu et conſilio epiſcopi Lincoln. Et ordinatum eſt per abbatem et 
conventum, A. D. 1400. quod quicunque de cætero erit decanus vel ſacriſta, ipſe idem erit et 

vicarivs z et babebit ſuſtentationem ſuam duas portiones. Sic ſole bat habere eum 208, de ſcac- 


cario, &c.“ 


2 | IP college, 
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college, next to Gunne dyke.” The revenues of the college being 
demiſed to Edward Holt, Eſq. by Queen Elizabeth, and at length 
by her granted, with other things, to the corporation of Leiceſter, in 
fee · farm, made the vicars, in ſome meaſure, dependant upon the cor- 
poration ; for they being entitled to all the profits the dean and ca- 
nons enjoyed, had conſequently the church-yard, ſmall tithes, and 
offerings, which in other places belong to the vicar. At different pe. 
riods, however, they have added ſomething to the income of the 
living, during pleaſure, among which is 10l. annually. 

The late Mr. Bickerſtaff, who was curate of St. Mary's pariſh 
ſome time, has left ſome notes reſpecting this church. He obſerves, 
that in the South aile there is a cloſet formed with loop-holes, which 
| looks into the church-yard, called Little Eaſe, ſappoſed, he ſays, to 
have been a place of diſcipline. It was certaialy nothing more than a 
narrow paflage leading to the rood-loft. The Saxon-painted floor- 
tiles, which he notices, lying in the chancel, are about four inches 
and a quarter over. I have ſeen ſeveral churches in the county which 
retain the remains of this ſort of flooring. The letter M, which ap- 
pear on ſome of them, he conceived was the initial of Municipium, the 
borough ; and the L, for Leiceſter, The diſcovery of a pewter plate, 
ſome years ago, in opening a grave in the chancel, “ jagged like a 
glory,“ was conjectured, he tells us, to have been charged with 
ſalt,” on the breaſt of the deceaſed, and forgotten to be drawn thence. 

Very little painted glaſs remains in the windows of the churches in 
Leiceſter. In the chancel. of this are three lions, the arms of "A 
land. 

Mr. Carte obſerves, that this church was parochial at the time it 
was collegiate, and that the South aile was built by Jobn of Gaunt : 
it is thirty-three feet broad within the walls. The porter of the 
caſtle's houſe joins the church, and has a room that looks into it, 
and, in fact, is within the church. | 80 

| r. 
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© Mr. Carte futther informs us, that there was a ſolemn” rroceſſion 
from this church annually to St. Margaret“ s, in which the image 
of the Virgin Mary was carried under a canopy, borne by four per- 
ſons, with a quinſtrel, harp, and other muſic before her ; and twelve 
perſons repreſenting the twelve apoſtles, each of them bearing the 
name of the apoſtle whom he repreſented, written in parchment, 
fixed in his bonnet. Alſo there were four perſons bearing banners, 
with the virgins of the pariſh attending. At St. Margaret's church, 
among other oblations, were two pair of gloves, one for God, and the 
other for St. Thomas of India. 

Mr. Carte further informs us, that, before the diſſolution, the 

veſtments, altar-cloaths, &c. were hallowed in the abbey, for 
which a ſmall fee was paid; and that in St. Anne's chapel, under 
the veſtry, was an altar, and ſeveral images, and three tables of 
alabaſter. 
In the church the high altar had a lamp before it, and candleſticks, 
with a canopy. The images were the Rood, and another crucifix, 
Mary and John, the Virgin Mary, St. James, St. Hugo, St. George, 
&c. a repreſentation of the Holy Trinity, and another of the five 
wounds, before which was a light burning. The image of the Vir- 
gin Mary was cloathed, with a crown on its head, and placed in a 
tabernacle, with a candleſtick and light 822 it, and a table wang 
ſenting her coronation. 

At the Eaſt end of the South aile was that called the great Air, 
otherwiſe Trinity choir ; in this there were new deſks made in 1495» 
with little images before them. The ſame year the ſtone of Lord 
Haſtings's arms were placed 1 in the arb wall of the nave of the 
church, where it now remains. | 
In the great South aile, at the Eaft end, called Trinity eich was 
founded a gild, or e called Tan Gild, by Sir Richard 


Sacheverell, 
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Sacheverell, knight, and the good Lady Hungerford (a). The gild 
' uſed to make four gatherings in the year of the brethren and ſiſters 
belonging to it in the church, for defraying the expences of it, which 
conſiſted chiefly in the wages for the prieſt and feaſt, the chief of 
which was held on Trinity Sunday (a dinner), and a ſupper at night, 
and breakfaſt next morning, when the officers gave up their accompts, 
and new ones were choſen. 

The accompt of Mr. John Whatton, ſteward, and John Chamber- 
Jain, and Richard Morgan, wardens, in 1508, has the following 
prices for various articles bought in for the feaſt that year. 

Adozen of ale coſt 20d, A fat wether 28. 4d. Seven lambs 7s. 
Fourteen goſlings 4s. 8d. Fifteen capons 5s. Three quarters of 
charcoal 15d. Half a quarter of malt 2s. A buſhel of wheat meal 
and apeck 22d. Fourteen geeſe 4s. 3d. Twelve capons 45. Two 
load of wood 22d. Four gallons of milk 4d. A pig 5d. 

In 1514 Lady Mary Hungerford, and Sir Richard Sacheverell, 
knight, were preſent at the dinner, and gave 20l. to the ſtock. A 
table was ordered to be made, with the names of all the brethren and 
ſiſters quick and dead, and was to ſtand on the Trinity altar. Mr. 
William Wigſtone was preſent at the accompts paſſing in 1518, and 
1519; which laſt year, Richard Brookſby, dean of Haſtings, and 
chaplain to Henry VIII. was choſen ſteward (5). 

This church has ſuffered much from the warring elements, as well 
as from the wars of men. In 1757, the day on which admiral Byng 
ſuffered, a tempeſtuous wind blew out one of the windows of the 
ſpire ; and otherwiſe ſo damaged it, that it was neceſfarily new-lined 
with brick, and bound in many places with iron hoops, at the ex- 


(a) Lady Hungerford was daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Hungerford, ſon of Robert, ſon of 
Walter Lord Hungerford, and was married to Edward Lord Haſtings, who died Nov. 8, 
22 Henry VII, leaving iflue, by her, George, the firſt earl of Huntingdon. She married after- 


wards Sir Richard Sacheverell, who died 25 Henry VIII. and both he and his lady were res | in 
the church of the Newark. = (5) Carte. 
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pence 'of 1181. 18 Jane 176; 3, the 2 ficeple w was Lücken with Tight- 
vying, aud afterwards repaired ; at the £xpence. of Vol. . In the thunder 
ſtortmi, July io, 1793, the lightning ſtrück one of the bigheſt Reepls 
windows, and br Hit the ſone-wark down to the ADP? eh 3.in 
ſequence,” it was obige to be wholly taken down, and it was ;eboile z 
at the expence of 245l. 108. excluſive of the old materials; other col- 
lateral expences 461. The dimenſions and form of the new ſteeple 
was made to, correſpond nearly with the old one. The ſubjoined en- 
gtaviug was copied from a drawing I. made of the old ſteeple the 
morning after it was damaged, which I publiſhed the tame year, de- 
dicated to the Right! Rev. F ather i in God Thomas then Lord Biſhop 
of Lincoln. 

The church of St, Mary! i badge ped, and bas five deep: 
toned bells. RET os 
An evening paces: Jabs founded here f in 1778, by Mr. Joſeph 
Wheatley, a pariſhioner (a)... "os 

The i interments in this church, which. are woſt worthy notice, 
follow : 222ͤ ons HE OS nn 7 

Leland, who vis it, faqs, « 1 * Ae 8 in; HHS FO of 
Thomas Rider, father to maſter Richard Rider, of | Leiceſter, | This 
Richard I take to. be tlie ſame that. yn thoſs days, as as apperith by bis 
aue 1 for few BS of 


workes, was a greate. clerke. | Befides. 15 N 


ancient raemorie within this Shrek 


Burton notices theſe. N 5 . 
i Hic Jacet Johannes Rudinges de Weldon, et Kal guys gui | 


aa? obiit 1 „ 1 : „„ Pee, 
5 Hie jacet Richardus Rudinges, arm. qui {obilt 8 og. I $82 Fe 


G hi Gb «table mill antics che venelaffione to 3 poor, which: in general, are 
ſwall ſums of money to be giren- chiefy in bread, One ſays, ** part of the gift of King Charles 
the Firſt, out of forty acres of land in Leiceſter foreſt, to every poor bouſe-keeyer” 53; 4d. 
The, earl of Devonſhire's zit e een 
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Rid, . In this chuck lies butted the vittubut lady, and moſt worthy 
of all honour, Mabele, late wife of Sir Henty Haſtings, knight, 
ſonne of Sir Edward Haſtings, knight, third ſonne of Francis earle 
of Huntingdon. She was daughter to Anthony Faunt of Foſton, in 
this countie' of Leiceſter, Eſq. and departed this life 1619,” 
The Harl. MSS. preſerve, 
« Leonardus Danett, de Danetts Hall, "obs I 582.” 
« Richardus Rudinge, de Weſt Cots . . .. . as 
Mahlers de la Hay, uxor Joh'is Rudinge . 
% Jocoſa, uxor Thome, ob. 20 Maii 1584. 
Mr. Bickerſtaff notices a ſtone that lay near the pulpit aun; 
«« Orate pro a Va dni Joh'is Boroughe, q'ndam huß WV, ar gardiani de 
Dapcote, cuf a' miſereat” Devs. Amen.“ 


Another old ſtone: bears a tall broad crofs, a Bible on its | right 
hand, on its left a chalice, at its foot, e A Yr 


« Orate pro a'i'a dni . , «<< „ | 

Others moſtly remaining are : * in 

Here lies the body of Capt. John Phillips, of Hidtingdooſhire, : 
who, being wounded in Naſeby fight, in the cauſe of the glorious 
king and martyr Charles the Firſt, died there July 8, 1645.” 

Hugh Watts, fon and heir of Hugh Watts, Gent: is remembered 
in lines the moſt loving, and in praiſe extravagant, by his dear wife: 
_ thus, begin! e | 


| _ *6 Dignum laude virum Muſa vetat mori. 


"0 Her ' generous male bis noble female twines 
Still with her arms, and thus her ſaint 1 
la liquid marble of immortal 1 880 | | 


- "we died in 1656, aged 45. | 
« Joſiah Bond, hujus eccleſiæ per 19 annos elapſos aha fedulus. 


Quodque ſui mortale fuit, hic depoſuit Sept. 26, 1678, ætat. ſuæ 49.” 


Richard Mawſon, Gent. Who wWas gorernor” of the E in 


e Nee 55 years, died iu 1715, e k 
; Eee | TH 


T 
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The imitation of the following, by Mr. Bickerſtaff, on a. child a ar 


old, is e iet, | 
« Reneath doth: lie, 


Of Henry Gilbert Cooper, 
IEA . 1 | 7 All that could die, | 
Hic jacet Phe prettieſt, deareſt, ſweeteſt re As 
Quod mori potuit , © That ever dropt into the Ay | 
Henrici Gilberti Cooper, IT his lovely boy, 
Infantis defideratiſimi,  _ ' His dad's firſt joy, © + 
Filii nata maximi 0 Was ſon of ſquire — 
Joannis Gilberti Cooper, 8 And Sue his wife, 
De Thurgarton in agro Notting. N Who led their liſe 
Et Suſannæ uxoris cjuunn. In town called Thurgarton.. T 
Natus 25 die Jul. denatus 26 anno Fan e Peſcended from an ancient link; 
* Atavis erat editus antiquis _ - This charming child began to ſhine,.. 
Nulla alia in re claruit, LY Tbe twenty-fifth of July; "II 
3 potuit.. And that was all that he could boaſt, 
«© Floſcutus enim in ipſa quoque dulci, OY | For fuddenly his life was loſt, 
Prima gemma pullulaturus, ers ae. The twenty-ſixth, good truly. 
Parcarum heu. parcere neſciarum- This floret pretty, 
Fatali afflatu contadus, Though young yet witty, 
| Exaruit. ite dof 3042 N Juſt opening from the bud; 
| A lighting blaſt from angry Fate, 
« „ Merſtus i itaque & mœrens ter yh 
E ful ptr C RRR— onGs any, 
Hose hne ll bib Nipt up his vital blood. | 
| +  Amoris.mogumentum. _-,. // + The ſorrowing father cried, and faid, 
| Collocavu.. 1 5, Alas! my only child is dead; 
ane ö Though vain, a monument It. raiſe, 
His memory to adore/, 
To ſhew my love and ſound his praiſe, 
Till time ſhall be no more,” 


Richard Ludlam 2 in 1 728, aged 48. William Cheſhire, ſon of 
John Cheſhire, M. D. died in 1758. aged 32. John Cheſhire, M. D. 
died in 1762, aged 67. Thomas Gee, miniſter at the Great bee d | 


died i in n LG 43 C. 5 d 
* . oF A neat 


a Me. Neat relies. = upon the win of his mother, that the Peelbricrian 
 meetiag-houſe, prior to the building of the preſent one, ſtood in Bonner's lane, near the horſe 
pool ; and that ſome young mw on remain day, out of a frolic, conveyed into the clerk of the 
Aru 294 | : monungy 5 
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A neat monument temernbers the Honoutabfe Sir Lawrence Carter, 
who died in 1744, aged 73, noticed particularly in page 183. An- 
other remembers Thomas Staveley, Efq. See page 178. 


Some of the old. tones are covered. by. the. pews of the church, 
which deſerve notice among which is that of Dr. Richard Maſon, 
who died at Leiceſter, and was maſter of the Requeſts to King Charles 


the Firſt, and at the Reſtoration was created M. D. by 1231 man- 
date. He died at Leiceſter in 1668 (). 8 . 


Near the altar is an infcription for archdeacon "org by marriage 
nearly allied to the family of Ruding, at Nu near Leiceſter. 


£647 isl 21 11 10 13008 z Had: bi. « 8 OVEN 
| Felicem preſtolantes ReforreQtionem 0 1 
nd 2 A 4:5 ;:; Deponunturezmie; O On 
bb | Rerxerendi Vir: id el neben 
JoHANNIS ROGERS, A.M. 645 
Archidiaconi Leiceſtrienfis, 
Rectoris de Segrave, ? 
lim Call. Divi Johannis apud Oxon; Sock 
Jon N benefici, pii, Jr, 
'3; £1 514 bee er: 86 164159 
bonorum gemitus, ſuorum queremoniss, ? 
Eccleſiæ defideria pauperum ws 
Hadan! & medüs a Fa 1 
laboribus et malis | 


4 5101 1] 


meeting „ debe, with was ofually i Whey the hymn to be fn daring the e the ok ſors 
God proſper long our noble king, &c.” The clerk prepared to fing at the uſual time, took 
the paper and gave out « God proſper long our noble king, var lives and faferies all.” Very, 
very good, Simon!“ exclaimed Mr. Gee; but when he proceeded to © A woeful acne Pave 
did once, the miniſter called out, Hold, hold, Simon, no hunting!“ — | 

(4) Richard Maſon; his ſon, was a mercer in Leiceſter when princeſs Anne, on ber father's 
abdication in 1698, was conduQed by the duke of Dorſet through that town to Nottingham, with 
a guard, ſuch as might alarm the populace as they paſſed with falſe apprehenſions for her dan- 


ger. Mr, Maſon's grey mare had the bonour of carrying her highneſa, no other being to be pro- 
cured at Leiceſter, that was thought ſafe to carry the princeſs and her guide. Mr. Maſon was a 


very corpulent man z and the mare, which was remarkably ſtout, 'uſed to kneel till its waſter 

4 Mr, Maſon's coffin was fo large, that ic was let down from 4 6ne-pair of ſlairs window, 

«IT Leiceſterſhire Collections. 
23 Eee a mortalium 


226 THE HISTORY Mt 
mortalium yel n en. 
ad 


emeritorum otis, NN ee i 
N | pluſquam victorum triumphos 
. 72 conſummatorum beatitudines evocati . 
| | nonis Mai, 4 
Salutis 715, | . 
FROM L Eratis 65.” 1 1 
This nch continues to be the burying- place. of the following: 
reſpectable families, Ruding, Watts, Cs Ludlam, and others, 
who refide in and near Leiceſter, ©” 
It has a nave and two fide ailes; The South aile, it is ſaid, was. 
built by John of Gaunt : it is 33 feet broad within the walls. 
Patron of the living is the king: value in the king's books gl. 
Bacon fays, clear yearly value 121. It is computed to be worth about 
7ol. per annum, with ſurplice-fees aud a ſubſcription from the pa- 
riſhioners. 
At the diſſolution it was returned to the commiſſioners to bo worth 
231. 128. xd. in ſpiritualities and temporalities annually. 
Particulars reſpecting the ſeveral, NON. are 3 in the preſent 
ſtate of the town. 


THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH, 


in the Newark, notice next, it being, as it were, a member of Se. 
Mary's above deſcribed: | 
This beautiful little church, once the admiration of all ſtrangers 
who paſſed. through Leiceſter, was founded by a noble Plantagenet. 
Henry, created Earl of Derby in his father's life-time, and who ſuc- 
ceeded at that prince's death to the titles of Duke of Lancaſter, and 
Earl of Lancaſter, has the reputation of being its founder, although 
1 rather think this church, and Trinity Hofpital alfo, was raiſed from 
the good intentions of both. It was built, however, 1 in hopour of 
On Annunciation of the r. „ ais e ddlt e 
The 


29 
* 1 a ? 
LEI 9 BY 14 St hong * "x 4 
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The collegiate church was. ſituate in the garden of Mr. John Colt- 


man's | houſe, in the Newark, formerly that of Baron Carter (a). 


Before it, was finiſhed, the founder had been in France, about the year. 
352, where the Monarch of that country offered him any of the 
rarities of the place as a preſent. The crown of Jeſus, with which 


he had been degraded at his crucifixion, had, it was believed, been 
brought into France about a century before, and then the property of 


the king, From this. precious relic the founder requeſted a thorn, 


which he brought thence, and placed in this church near the altar, 
upon a kind of candleſtick-ſecket of pure gold (4), 


In 1355, April the gth, the-ſtatutes being ratified. and confirmed, 


the firſt dean, Richard Hanfſlape, and the prebendaries, were admitted. 
But it appears that it was not quite finiſhed even in 1400. for Henry 


the Fourth, in that. yean, gave a. coramiſſion to John Byngham, Ro- 


bert Skyllington, John. Horninghold, and Thomas Whyebred, to 
provide workmen and. materials. to perfect what was wanting. | 

In the collegiate church were a dean,. twelve prebendaries, thirteen. 
vicars choral, e clerks, ſix choriſters, aud one verger; the ſame 
held the office of porter of the college. He Was alſo to ſerve Al- 
mighty God in the choir and the Bede houſe (the old Hoſpital), 

The benefaQtious to this place were fplendid and numerous. It 
poſſeſſed. alſo a valuable library of books and MSS. to which Thomas 
Langley, Biſhop of Durham, gave in the year 1346, before its com- 


pletion,, many books. In the reign of Henry the Sixth, in a proviſo, 


occurs this clauſe: Provided the ſeide petition, or a0. of reſump- 
tion, ſtreeche not nor extendę to the graunt made by us to the dean 
and chanons of the church collegiate of our lady of Leyceſtr', and 
their ſucceſſors, of a tunne of wynne granted to theym by us, to be 
taken and'perceyved'yerely, by the hands of oure Boteller of e 


(a The collegiate chirch of Newake, and the area of it, yonith to another peace of the caſ. 
telle groune, the college chirch is not very great, but it is exceeding fair. Leland, . 


G1 1n the ſucceeding ſection me Plantagenets, earls of Leiceſter, are particularly noticed. 


for 
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for the tyme being. or his depute, in our Polt of Kyngeſton uppon 
Hull, of the wyne, vat ſhall be taken ald furveyed 1 in the ſeide port 
for us, conſideryng that they hadde never no wyne graunted to 


theym by us, nor none of our progenitotes, afore this tyme, to fing 
with, nor otherwiſe (a).“ 7 
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John of Gaunt, by his will, bearing fide Leiceſter Caſtle, 1397, 
gave, among other legacies to the hew Collegiate Church, his red 
veſtment of velvet, embroidered with golden ſuns, with all the ap- 
parel belonging to the ſaid veſtment, and with it all his miffals and 
other books (which were for the uſe of Saliſbury cathedral), —_— 
ing to his chapel, not otherwiſe deviſed. ' 

Thomas Duke of Clarence, by will dated July 10“ "1417, ap- 
pointed that his executors ſhould purchaſe the patronage of a horch 
of forty marks a year value, and procure the ſame to ſupport two 
fitting prieſts to celebrate divine ſervice for the ſouls of his father and 
mother, himſelf, apd Margaret his ale, his gr pps a0 all ns 
faithful deceaſed. - | 

William, lord Haſtings, covenanted with the heads of this lege, 
that, whenever he ſhould die, they would KP a 1 obit for him 
in the church for ever. 
Within this church was founded a chantry by Lady Mary deer, 
one by John of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, and another was "Cue 
Beddel's. 

William Wigſton, jun. founded alſo a Foe within this church, 
in the reign of Henry the Seventh; and he alſo conditioned with the 
brethren of this collegs to keep a ſpecial obit for his foul after death. 


A ſurvey of all the houſes belovging to the ſaid * 5 of Leiceſter, ſituate 
and being within the walls and precinQs of the ſame, ut inferius: 
Imprimis, the dean's houſe, with an orchard and garden 


* y 2 : 


(@) Parliamentary Rolls, 1459» 
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The twelye canons houſes, 


Sir Richard Papet's houſe, with a garden, worth, per anuum xxv13. vid, 
Sir Nicholas Bradſhaw's houſe, with a garden xxv1s. vin. 
Sir Anthony. Skevington's houſe, with a garden — _ xxv1s. vin. 
Sir William Weſton's houſe and garden, valued, per annum ' xxv15. vind. 


Sir Richard Bawdwyn's houſe and garden — xxx. vii. 
Sir Richard Fowler's houfe and garden — xx. vm. 
Sir Chriſtopher Marſhall's houſe and garden - xxv15, vid. 

Sir John Vincent's houfe and garde. * —— — xxvy1. vii. 


Sir John Leigh's houſe and garden küky ' XxXv15, vid, 
Sir Gabriel Raynes's houſe and garden — xxvis. vine, 

Sir Edward Burton's houſe and garden xxvz. vn. 

Sir William Gyllot's houſe and garden — xv. vi. 


| The Chantry 1 1500 
The manſion houſe of Duke John a Gaunt's chantry, per ann um 1. 
The manſion houſe of Mr. Wigſton's ehantry, per annum — > ol 


The: manſion houſe of Elyett 's and Haryye's ehantry, per annum — As. 


The lodging between the Yates | xxõ. 
The lodging between the church and greatlleeple, per annum — vs. 
Summa en ug. | _ — Is. 


Infra circuit Willielmi Ryggs, auditoris. 

It appears that the then members of it were the dean Robert Bone, Sir 
Richard Paget, Sir Nicholas Bradſbaw, Sir Anthony Skevington, Sir William. 
Weſton, Sir Richard Bawdwyn, Sir Richard Fowler, Sir Chriſtopher Marſhall, 

Sir John Vincent, Sir John Leigh, Sir Gabriel Raynes, Sir Edward Burton, 
Sir William Gyllot, canons; whereof the dean's ſalary or ſtipend was 40l. and 
his bouſe, garden, and orehard, valued at 308. a year. Each of the canon 
ſtipend was 131. 6s, 8d, and their houſes 26s. 8d, a year. The ſtipend of the 
thirteen vicars was. to "each 41. 138. 4d. &c. There were five chantries 
founded in the church, viz. 1. Jobn of Gaunt's, of two chaplains, William 
Blackwelt and Thomas Marfhall Z Weir „Viss falary was 131. 6s. Sd. and their 
Ana Wop. (11901 3 huouſoe 
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houſe 10s. a year; 2. The lady Mary Harvey's of one prieſt, William Wil 
ſon, who had 51. 6s, 8d.3 3. Elvert's, of one! prieſt, who bad / 51,-65./78d: ; 

theſe two had one.houſc,. 10s. a year; 4. William Wigſton's, of two prieſts, 
John Hardy and Humphry Gyllot, alias Ellyot, who had between them 141. 
and a houſe 108. a year; 5. Beddel's chantry, of one prieſt, Richard Water- 
worth, of 41. 6s. 8d. a year. The lodging between the gates was valued at 
208. and the lodging between the church and the great ſteeple at 58. à year. 
Athovgh this ſurvey was taken 31 Hen. VIII. yet this college was not at that 
time diſſolsed, for Robert Boone, alias Bone, the dean, was ſummoned to the 
convocation 1 Ed. VI. 1547, Nov. 5, wn Was about a year before abe diſ- 


ſolution. 


In 1363, March I, an account being taken of the 3 payable to the 
members of ſuch religious houſes as were diflolved, it was reported that eight of 


the prebendaries, viz. John Leigh, William Gillot, John Vincent, Richard 
Fowler, Chriſtopher Marſhall, William Weſton, William Pachet, and Ni- 


cholas Bradſhaw, had each of them iel. a year; eight vicars had 61. each, 
As for the dean and the prebendaries not mentioned in this report, it is pre” 
ſumed that they were * or Nea ere of in ſome PRIN before this 
time. — 7 | Leicefterſhire Colle, 


We have accounts of the following notable 1 interments within this 
collegiate church ; ſome of whoſe remains, it is probable, have been 


diſcovered at various tiines in digging about the premiſes of Mr. Colt- 


man's houſe. Very lately ſome human bones have been found in the 
garden of his houſe. Leland fays, | | 
There lyith on the north ſide of the high altere, an erle of 


Lancaſter, without a crounet, and two men children, under the arche 
next to his hedde. On the South fide lyeth Henry, the firſt Duke of 
Lancaſter; and yn che next arche to his hedde lyith a lady, by like- 


lihood his wife. Conſtance, daughter to Peter, king of Caſtelle, and 


wife to John of Gaunt, lyith afore the high altar in a tumbe of mar- 
ble, with an image of braſſe, like a quene on it. There is a tumbe of 
marble in the body of the quite. They told me that a counteſs of 


Derby lay buried in it, and they make her, 1 wot not how, wife to 7 
John of Gaunt, or Heury the Fourth. lndeade, Henry the Fourth, 
while 
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while John of Gaunt livid, was caullid erle of Darby. In the cha- 
pelle of St. Mary, on the South ſide of the quire, ly buried two of the 
Shirleys, knights, with their wives, and one Brokeſby, an eſquite. 
Under a piller yn a chapelle of the South crofle iſle, lyith the lady 
Hungerford, and Sacheveral, her ſecunde huſbande. In the Southe 
ſide of the body of the chirch lyith one of the Bluntes, a knight, with 
his wife. And in the North fide of the chirch ly 3 Wigſtons, 
greate bene factors to the college. One of them was a prebendarie 
there, and made the free Grammer-ſchole. The cloiſter on- the 
South- weſt fide of the chirch is large and faire; and the houſes in 
the compace of the area of the college be ſtately, The rich cardinal 
of Wincheſter gildid all the floures and knottes in the voulte of the 
chirch. The large almoſe houſe ſtandith alſo kn the quadrante 
of the area of the college (a).“ = 


| DEANS of this COLLEGE, were, 


1. Richard Hanflat 135 5. 2. Jobn Porter occurs in 1361. 3. N- 
cholas Brightwell, Chancellor of Oxford, in 1388. 4. Richard El- 
veden, in 1408. 5. Wilkam Witham, Prebendary of Lincoln, Arch- 
| deacon of Leiceſter, and Dean of Wells; died Dean in 1472. 

6. William Dudley ſucceeded, who was made Biſhop of Durham in 
1476. 7. William Chaunire died dean in 148 5 8. Jobn Morgan 
ſucceeded, and was made Biſhop of St. David's in 1496. 9. Robert 
Middleton, LL. D. died dean in 1499. 10. William Stockdale died 
dean in 1500. 11. James Whitfon, LL. D. and Prebend of Banbury, 
in Lincoln cathedral, died in 1511. 12. Jobn Young, LL. D. ſuc- 
ceeded, and reſigned in 1515. 13. William Knizht, LL. D. ſuc- 
ceeded, who afterwards became Biſhop of Bath and Wells. 14. Ro- 
bert Boone, the laſt dean, was admitted in 1 522, and died in 1554. 


| (4) Here was buried allo, according to Leland, Mary Bobun, Counteſs of Hereford, mother | 


to Henry V. | 
n 0 | This 
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This college was returned by the commiſſioners to be worth 5951. 
78. 4d. annually, Its foundation and remains were finally dane 


about the year 1690. 


Sr. NicuokAs. 


Eecleſiæ Sancti Nicholai patronus idem abbas, habens eam in pro- 


Prios uſus ab antiquo; et valet 11 marc. | 

The church is ſuppoſed to be the oldeſt in Leiceſter : the materials 
it ts built of, I doubt not, are the moſt ancient; but whether it has 
been built longer than any other, no record teſtifies. It is a plain 
Gothic building, which formerly conſiſted of three ailes ; but in the 


year 1697, the North aile was taken down, it being found in a 


ruinous condition, and the pariſh then unable to tebuild it. There 


is ſcarcely a wall of the church, or in the tower part, but what par- 
takes of kindred materials of Jewry-wall, which adjoins it. Whether 


that old ruin was part of the Janua of the Roman city, an old Hea- 
then temple, or a Roman Bath, ſure it is that the church was built 
in ſome meaſure from its ruins ( 55 


The arches which ſupport the middle 27 pi the church are Iow, 


and the pillars are maſſy. It has no regular chancel, and only three 


bells; a clock has been added lately. The church, which has been 
ſome time held by the reſpective vicars of St. Martin and St. Mary, 
has been latterly ſerved with a regular vicar, to which the liberality 


(a) 1 did not, till lately, diſcover that that moſt venerable relic of antiquity, Jewry-walt, 


never extended towards the church more than it now does. It is well worthy the attention of 
any one, who has been long at a loſs to develope t the original uſe of i it, to examine it attentively. 


He will find, in his application to the ſubject, that there is a regular, and the remains of a complete, 


" ſurface, ſo far as could be wrought by foreſt ſtones, , in many parts facing the church; with regu- 
lar layers of Roman tiles, faced equally as perfectly and completely. If he look down the crown 


of the ruin, from the hut at the South end, or within the hut, where there is another ſine areh 
covered by it, repreſented wich the-others, page 17, he will at once be convinced of the juſtneſs of 


_ this remark, and, perhaps, agree with me, that its appearance makes much for the reſpectable 
opinion I have been hondured With in my account of e page 16, chat i it is ths remains 
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of Queen Anne, à benefaction from the corporation, and a ſmall con- 
tribution from the pariſhioners, have been ſerviceable. 

I have, ſomewhere, I think, ſeen an account of an annual with of 

51. to the preacher of this church, left by will. And further, I ap- 
prehend, that the living has benefited by the will of Tobias Ruſtat, 
Eſq. keeper of. the royal palace of Hampton Court, and yeoman of 
the robes to Charles the Second (a). 
_ * Memorandum—lt was agreed upon the 17th day of July, in 
the yeare of our Lord 1664, betweene Mr. Bonde, minifter of St. 
Maryes, in the borough of Leiceſter, and the pariſhioners of St. Ni- 
cholas parriſh, in the ſame borough, that the ſaid Mr. Bond fhall 
come once every fortnight, on the Sabbath day, and read divine ſer- 
vice, according to the canons of the Church of England, and that 
the ſaid Mr. Bond, either by himſelfe or ſufficient preacher, preach 
one ſermon every month in the yeare, in the pariſh church of St. 
Nicholas (5).” Beſide this, he was conditioned to adminiſter the ſa- 
crament, and do all other duties of a pariſh minifter, for which he 
was to have all the tithes and dues which were uſually paid to their 
late vicar, Mr. John Angel. 

Notable remembrances of the dead, here, are not many. 

Thomas Jeſſon, vicar, died in 1614. * Fili Dei, miſerere mei.“ 

Captain Thomas Mawſon, who ſerved Charles the Firſt and Se- 
cond, died the 11th of April, 1678, aged 64. 

Gerrard Andrews, clerk, M. A. late vr; died the 29th of Feb, 


1764- (See page 189). 


W OF ST, N1cnoL As. 


Thomas Jeſſon in 1614. John Angel, about the time of the grand 


rebellion. Sanderſon in 1739. A Mr. Juxton and Clayton were alſo 
 vicars. Gerrard Andrews died vicar in 1764. Mr. Davenport, 


(a) This gentleman gave for the augmentation of poor vicarages in ee I 24 gl. | ; 


| (4) Tariſh book, 
Fffz2 Maſte 


| 
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Maſter of the Free-fehool in 1765. Mr. Figot, alſo Maſter of the 
Free · ſchool, rehgned 1 in 1788: to hom ſucceeded Mr. John Anden 
ſon, the prefent vicar, | 

The living is in the gin of the crown. In the king's. book 
31. 118. 3d. Clear yearly value about gol. per annum. 


Sr. CLRMREN T's. 


65 


Eccleſiæ Sancti Clementis patronus idem abbas, quæ vix ſufficit 
ad ſuſtentationem capellani. 
This church has been long deſtroyed. It ſtood, by the information 
of Mr. Carte, near the North gate, between St. Clement's- lane, which 
bounds the White Friars, now called Webb's Friars, and the houſes 
which run parallel with it, oppoſite All Saints Church (a). 
Mr. Burton informs us that the vicarage was fo poor, that it was in- 
capable of maintaining a preacher; and that it was probably given to 
the Friars. Preachers near, and ſuffered total deſtruction with that re- 
ligious houſe. 
It was under the patronage of the Abbots of Leiceſter Abbey, as 
well as the other churches in Leiceſter. 


ST. LEONARD'S. 


Eccleſiæ SanQi Leonardi patronus idem abbas, habens eam in pro- 
prios uſus ab antiquo; et valet 11 marc”. 

This little church ſtood at the extremity of the North brides. and 
had been rebuilt but a little time before its final deſtruction in the civil 
wars (5). It was deſtroyed, while the parliament's forces kept poſſeſſion 
of the town, to prevent annoyance from the enemy. No accounts 
| have reached us of any particulars relative to its conſequence. By the 
- church-yard, which is ſtill remaining, its fize may be imagined to be 
very ſmall. It remains as a burial ground for the pariſh. The oc- 


(o) The parith, probably, was added to ſb of All Saints and St, Nicholas, (6) Carte. 
- Cäſional 
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ated, duty is done. by the officiatmg miniſter of Mi Margaret's, an 
adjoining pariſh (a). 


In the church- yard are ſome few .grave-ſtones ; none of which de- 
ſerve particular notice. 

This church alſo was under the patronage of the Abbot. In the 
king's book 61. Bacon ſays the church is down, and the pariſh is 


united to All Saints. The pariſh ſtill remains diſtinQ, as 1 obſerved: 
above. 


ALL SainTs AND Sr. PRTER's. 


Eccleſiæ Omnium Sanctorum patronus idem abbas, habens eam in 
proprios uſus ab antiquo; et valet 11 marc'. 

Eccleſiæ Sancti Petri patronus idem abbas, habens e eam, &c. 

The church of All Saints is a fair ſtructure, built of free - ſtone, and 
ſtands like no other in the town, partly in the ſtreet. It has three 
alles, a good chancel, and five ſmall bells, and is very well pewed. 
The pillars and arches which ſupport the roof of the middle aile are 
plain, and rather low. Its age is not aſcertained. On the outſide of 
this church, towards the ſtreet, is an humble attempt at the clock- 
work of St. Dunſtan's church, London, where two figures of men 
ſtrike a bell with clubs, to give the time of the day. There many a 
country booby gets rid of his money, by the light-fingered - gentry, 
waiting for the motion of wooden figures. In a Weſt window is a 
modern piece of ſtained glaſs, of inferior merit. In another window is 
rather curiouſly inſcribed, ** Oluuer Banker, Roſe Bynſon, and Luys 
Blakſhyn,”” and © Aabs.” In Burton's time the arms of Montford, 
earl of Leiceſter, remained. | 

The pariſh cheſt contains the inſtrument Neigen to the uniting the 
pariſhes of St. Peter and All Saints, by which it appears that William 
Rudierd, clerk, was preſented to the vicarage of All-Saints, by Queen 


(a) I have mentioned, page zo, from Domeſday book, the mint- maſters of Leiceſter; z the mint 
for coining was in the pariſh of St. Leonard, | | 


Elizabeth 3 | 
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Elizabeth; and that by a ſpecial inſtrument he was empowered to 
hold both the livings for life, or rather under him they were united, 
| previous to the perpetual union; in order to which end, the following 
petition was made. 
« Villa Leiceſtr®. To all Chriſtian people to whom this preſente 
wrytinge ſhall come, the maior and burgeſſes of the town of Leiceſter» 
in the county of Leiceſter, and alſo William Rudyarde, clerk, vicare 
perpetual of the ſaid pariſh of St. Peter's in the ſaid town of Leiceſter, 
and of the pariſh of All Saints in the ſame town, ſend greeting in the 
Lord God everlaſting. Whereas the pariſh church of the ſaid pariſh 
of St. Peter's, in Leiceſter aforeſaid, was many years paſt utterly de- 
cayed, the church and vicaridge houſe thereof taken down, and no- 
thing thereof remaining, and while it was ſtanding, had but the por- 
tion of ſive pounds yerely, to the utmoſt value, belonging unto ytt, 
for the indifferent mayntenance of a mynyſter to ſerve the cure there ; 
and the ſaid pariſh church of All Saints, in the aforeſaid town of 
Leiceſter, being next thereunto adjoining, hath alſo very ſmall mayn- 
tenance, being but of the yearly value of eight pounds at the moſt, 
the which church of All Saints ys a very fayr, convenyent, and large 
church, and much coſt thereof of late beſtowed, whereby yt ys able 
to receyve the inhabitants of both the ſaid pariſhes, as ys manifeſt to 

the wholl town, where they often doe frequent themſelves, to the 

heyringe of the preachinge of God's moſt holye worde ; in confider- 
ation whereof, we the ſaid maior and burgeſſes of the ſaid town of 

Leiceſter, and alſo I the ſaid William Rudyarde, clerk, vycar perpe- 
tual of both the ſaid pariſhes, have, and by theſe preſents doo give 
our full, wholl, perfect, and abſolute conſents and aſſents, that the 

ſaid two pariſhes may be unyted and annexed together into one only 

church and pariſh, by the name of the pariſh church of All Saints in 

Leiceſter, according to the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided, 
In wytnes whereof, wee the aforeſaid maior and burgeſſes of the town 
of Leiceſter have hereunto our common ſeal of the ſame town ; and 
7 alſo 
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alſo I the faid William Rudyarde, clerk, vycar of both the ſaid 
pariſhes, have hereunto ſette my ſeal and ſubſcribed my name. 
Dated att the town of Leiceſter aforeſaid, 2d Feb. in the year of the 
raigne of our ſovereign lady Elizabeth the two and thirtieth.”” 


Under this is written: 


« And I William, by Gods eral; Bnſhop of- Lincoln, in 
confideration of the fmalneſs of the lyvings of the vicarage of St. 
Peter's and All Saints, in the town of T.eiceſter, and other cauſes be- 
forementioned, do think it meet and convenient that the faid two 
pariſhes of St. Peter's and All Saints, ſhould be united into one only 
church and pariſh, by the name of the pariſh church of All Saints, 
in Leiceſter; and in W thereof haue hereunto ſet mie hand and 
ſeale, 18 Nov. A. D. 1590.“ | 

The queen alſo conſented by her — — the 15th of June, 
in the 36th year of her reign. 


St. Peter's pariſh included part of the High Croſs ſtreet, and lay 
between All Saints and St. Martin's. At the common hall, for the 
ſpecial purpoſe of uniting. St. Peter's, it was propoſed by ſome to have 
it united to St. Martin's, and by others as warmly for All Saints, 
At the total demolition of the church, the lead, which was taken 
from it, weighed, by the commiſſioners account, five foder and five 
hundred pounds, The bells, which were in number 4, weighed, the 
firft, 5cwt. 1olb.; the ſecond, 6cwt. 1 8lb.; the third, 8cwt. 261b, ; 
and the fourth, or great bell, 11cwt. 161b. The old materials were 
given by Queen Elizabeth to the corporation, on condition that they 
ſhould ere& a ſchool-houſe with them, where an old one ſtood before 
time; and the overplus, if any, was to 12 ü * 1n bringing a. 
| conduit of freſh water into the town." 
The celebrated Catharine Macauley was married toWilliam Graham, 
Eſq. in All Saints church, in Nov. 1778. 
2 5162 Among 
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Among the interments-worthy notice, is this chaſte Latin epitaph 


to the memory of a Mr. T homas, ſome time Maſter of the N 


ſchool. 
ö Sub hoc ſaxo 
Depoſitæ ſunt reliquiæ 
GULIELMI THOMAS, A. M. 
Scholæ Publicæ hujus burgi 
per triginta et quatuor annos 
Archididaſcali ; 
Huic parochiæ per viginti et octo annos, 
dedulo invigilavit. 
| Maturus ccelo,. feliciter in Chriſto obdormivit, | 
Decembris 6, 1713. | 
Incorruptam cujus erga omnes Fidem 
Nudamque Veritatem, 
Egeni Charitatem, 
Deo Pietatem, 
Merito mirentur Piæſentes, 15 
Imitentur Poſteri.“ 
Mathew Simonds, Eſq. is remembered on a monument, who, it 


lays, gave legacies to the amount of 98]. 18s. 8d. to charitable uſes, 
| yearly, for ever. He died at the age of 84, A. D. i 714. Mr. John Clark 


is remembered, who gave a conſiderable ſum of money for the relief 


of widows and children of poor clergymen. A wooden tablet remem- 
bers William Norrice: En 


* — — Dead and gonn 

| Whoſe grave o foe all the reſt is knowne | 

By finding out the greateſt ſtone (a).” | 
This ſame Mr. Norrice, we learn by the inſcription, of which the 


above is a ſpecimen, gave * thrice fifteen groats yearly to All Saints 


(]) His grave is covered with a rough pebble-ſtone. 
| poore, 
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poore, e and five marks to the ſecond maſter of the Prax-fchool, es y. 
He ſerved the office of mayor twice, had three wives, 
and had his will 
To be entomb'd amongſt them three: 
But death, the end of fleſh and blood, 
Did wound to death this good old man 
Though niĩnety · ſix years liv*d on . | 
Yet was his life in length a ſpan.” 
he „ pretty long one ! | He died in 261 IH 


A better thing was on the grave of Joſeph 1 a gardener, whis 
ad] in 1678-9, and was buried here. 
% My mother Earth, though myſtically curſt, 
Hath me, her ſon, moſt bountifully nurſt; 
For all my pains, and ſeed on her beſtow'd, 
Out of which ſtore that I of her. received, 
My painfull wantfull brethren I relieved ; 
And though this mother I full well did love, 
I better loved my father that's above: 
My mother feeds my body for a ſpace, 
[5 17 My ſoul for aye beholds my father” s face.” 


Here are many grave inſeriptions in this church and church-yard, 
as well as in _ others, which I wad neither inclination nor time 
to copy. 

An occurrence ee Hanis years fince, on placing a grave · 
fone | in the church-yard, to the memory of Elizabeth Bracebridge, 
wife of John Bracebridge, who died in 1774, and to two of their 
children. The father wrote the inſcription thus for the children, 
who were both named John, and died infants. 

Both John and John ſoon loſt their lives, 
And yet, By Goa, n man ane, 5 
| OO ne 317 dic iu; oy 


* 
2 x" 
. 
- 
5 , 
„ 
* * 
- 
- 


66 re error 


_ By God, being an unſeemly expreſſion, it was altered by the order 
of Biſhop Thurlow, at one of his enant, to ibo Gad, John (tilt 
—r! Vd ide fr EUR Et 

In this church- yard ſtands a ragenencnt to the r; of Alder- 
man Gabriel Newton, (See Pags 1 "74. s: itn atk 


Vieans on . . 


William Rudierd in 1584. William Thomas in 168 500. Philip 
Hacket died in 1735. John Makepeaſe died in 1745. Thomas 
Haines died in 1786. To him ec dd Mr. Joſeph. en, the 
preſent viear 0). | 92 20 

The king is patron of the linings King $ nad. 4. 85. Y "The 
elear yearly value about Jol. N in the e 21. 58. 


Ne ne 4 =o 7 er 


br. Mees. of mY it's FORT | 


Eecleſiæ ſancti Michabli 1 — * abbas habens at's &c. 

St. Michael's chureh was Fityate in what are now called the Back- 
Hnes, once a populous part of Leizelter, but in ſome meaſure de- 
moliſhed in 1173. The church, Mr. Carte was of an opinion, eſcaped 
that dreadful demolition, for a monk, who was educated under Wil- 
kam le Cloune, abbot, in 1345, is: faid to have turned Anchoret in 
the church. of St. Michael. It was totally demoliſhed ſome time about 
2400, and the pariſh united to St. Peter's, conſequently now to All- 
Saints, Its fire is knows mu the mme -the poſſeſſion 
re * | onen GELS v low; d 1 211 

| | 526110935 18 Aol to sli 
a. cr ms” Sli >” ; 


| Feclefin andi Martini 3 6 * habens [ cam, &e, Ay 
When the church of St; t. Martin was built jt * notieertal I but ity 


| (od See page 193. Men 2 1 (rife page 408.” 
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from an old rin, probably from a portion of the town-walt, which, 
at the Conqueſty lay in maſſy heaps.” It has borne the narnes of Fi- 
wich and . It has a fine ſpacious five,” under - raw ; three 
ſide ailes, two 15 and one North, To 4 * ve ten 2 bells 
with chinese 8105 

Fbe South gile, wherein the archdeaeon of Ls holds his court, 


was am addition made to it ſome time after the main fabtic was built; 


che outward wall being taken down, was built on its foundation that 


roof; partly hidden by a gallery (#). | Mr. Carte's opinion is, that the 
chanel, Whieh is ſpaclous, was built'alſp aſter the main fabric. In 
rhef Renee Novutn,? fays that gentleman, fal. 206, f. 214, 1 find 
a memorandum, Quod Rare. St. Martini edificata fuit anno Dom. 
2 et canſtabat 341.” 

The church ſtands nearly —— is one of the largeſt, 108 
ed the principal church in the county. The Biſhops of the di- 
oceſb, the Judges of Aſſize, and the Co, parat, on” bigk days, at- 
dend divine ſervice here. 

Within the church there were farmart ly. two chapels, St. George's 
ide Virgin Mary's. There alſo were three Altars before the diſ- 
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aa bn the North dey; appear to Aale dee taken 


beautiful light rangs of eluſteted columus which row ſupport the 


ſolution: the High Altar, St. Donſtan's, and St. Catharine's . | 


Here was elfo a grand proceſſion to St. Margaret's, fimilar to that 


From St, Mary's, on Whithin-Monday ;, the image of St. Martin 


being carried thither by twelve perſons repreſenting the. twelve 
apoſtles, &e. Something ſimilar, but not ſo magnificent, was pecu· 
Jag 0 to all the der churches Ch, But. the r iding of St. Gearge, as it | 
A eee *2 ,12-0020150 teb nei "Ft to 1 Was 
«ape e ber ik Mn Fo tes ee repreſeated in the anyexed'plare. == 


93% 3 ©3 


-1* (5 Lam apprehenſive chat one of the two laſt n what is calle? Ferne cat the orber 
near the veſtry door. 
25 % eee, e which, to the honor of the pariſh, ure by far che beſt kept 


"FIT: ever ſeen, | with the year 1 $44, | are payments 'for "* our Lady Cha- 
man {LEM danch Nusa wot 30 gig gr A* 
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was then called, was the grandeft ſolemnity of the town. de 
Guild was here(a). The maſter of the Guild, annually, gave public 


notice to the inhabitants of the day Tee ſor this ceremony. This 
day was a day of great feſtivity 
an 


and rejoicing; and of amuſement of 
kind (8). 


In this church was alfo founded the Corpus Chriſti Guild, the moſt 
ancient and principal in Leiceſter, To all public charges this Guild 
contributed largely. There were two maſters prefided, who had 
great intereſt iu the corporation, They had power, in conjunction 
with the mayor, to infli& penalties upon the members of the corpo- 
ration for miſcondu 3 and upon the mayor's negleQ to obtain theſe 
penalties, they had power to levy them upon him (e) There was 
alſo a chantry founded here, by licence, the 23d of Edward III. to 
which belonged four chantry prieſts, appointed by the maſter of the 
Guild, and the church»wardens for the time being, approved of by 
the abbot before admifhon. 


Leading to the High Altar there was a fine range of ſtepe 


which was removed in the Puritanic times (4). It was pewed and 

galleried 
pa,” and work Qoun in RGrorge) hag 3 the former wen at the Eakk and the hater ax the Welk 
end of he drond Sound ite. In Þ Grange gel feed ba dere, —— * 
In do H- (as) Que. 

G n, expres ads in an od alt decks mace a commen dal, the 270k of Eee TV. 
wield epjone all he wdadinany, dy geversl homers, tw aneed the mayer © wo wie agent the 
king, && ks riding de Geerge,, d ny eader dings, © the pleaſere of the wayer ane werddip of the 
wit” Avader enter woune i be ball deek,, he 143 Heary VIE. * Thax every one of fry 
tight Hould comnmibare Wants de lagport of Þ% George's Gull z hot who did devn Damher 
me recen Ramperch, analy,” It he wth of Hewy VAIL. the walter dan 
ag e © price Udi anion eaſtern, an order wen made, which fibjeAted hin be a fe of gh 
is &huk of apyointvga tax dere BY George's Gay, and WhichnGax. 
(© Ide dal detvoging © his Gun, and low downs deivaging » he danny privy, wore al 
Save NN Mats burned. The dalll ns non allied Tone balk (oe than an 
We de poſe ice). 

GO dock ou wag fn, * Pail Winn Haituch, main, ee w dis 
NR box king Gower O beyyes havng e Oe Cee wh, ayporned e be then bonne 
by; 6 ance of the LAs ed Conhinena be panhiumatt, en e 
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galleried the beginning of this century. The organ, which is eſteemed 
a capital one, was erected by ſubſcription, at the expence of 600l. and 
opened at the anniverſary of the infirmary. meeting in Sept. 1774, to 
a brilliant and extremely teſpectable meeting. The band of muficians 
were the firſt in the kingdom; the organ was opened by Joah Bates, 
Efq 3 and the earl of Sandwich, firſt lord of the Admiralty, accom- 
panied the hand upon the kettle-drums, The prime nobility and gen- 
try in theſe parts attended on the occaſion. Omiah, the famed native 
of Otaheite, brought to England by Capt. Cook, was there alſo, 
brought down from London by the Earl of Sandwich, as a ſpectator of 


this ſplendid ſcene. The band had a temporary gallery erected, which 
reached into the middle of the principal aile (). 


Ja the church-wardens accompts, which I have obſerved are well 
preſerved, are to be found many curious particulars reſpeQing the 
ſale of catholie relics at the Reformation, and of the reinſtating others 
during the reign of Mary I. and the diſpoſing of thera again at the ac- 
ceffion of Elizabeth. They contain alſo many tranſactions of the 
pariſh, in ſubſequent times, which, 1 judge, are intereſting. Mr. 
Carte, the vicar, ſurely never ſaw the firſt folio of theſe accounts, or 
he certainly would have tranſcribed from it; but the difficulty might 


be thought greater than tranſcribing from old law Latin, as it cer- 
tainly is in many places much more fo; there however are, in fore 


which weare taken up 274 the durunge of Feral grear ofcers of the kinges m. which was lam 
an the Germange of the renae.'—3h. 17%. 54.” There is anarber charge the facae year, far levelling 
e, prodabbly un the chuach yard, far the faldbers who were flaws. in the * 
nnn the fiege. 


(a) Among the principal fore faſted w the being of the ergan, was Sol by the Cm - 
es N the n of Granby; 21. Eazl of Denbeigh ; 20). Exl of Sanford; 2nd 
2d Feu Jekgh Crude, Eſp. of Leicrfier. Saetater, bugkder. Joleph Cradack, K of 
_ Gunley Hall, recerced the thanks of the parudiencrs for his great ateaan im bing the exgan 
Inipedad by ihe mark that wes whale u dn tubing. 

| The 
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The firſt page of the oldeſt bock Is dated 154, and aden chiefly 
obits of divers perſous, for which the par ich A Nee orb Adee 
for the uſe of the bells, amoug which are, 


Item, for the buryall of Syr Robert Cowp', v bels. vs. 1 1rd. 

1 Re. for my Lord of Huntingdon' s obbit of a gardin gevin to Us 
towne of Edmond Coupet, 178. 11114. "(a Nip el | 
A. D. 1545 © Palme pode the account! was delivered bs 5 
ſucceeding churchwarden, ** Richard Raynford, 'who'had a'transfet 
of xs. vid. More owing to y* chirch ye ſame day, for the bells, as 
apeyrith on the ſyd of this leffe XXXVIISs. 1111d; 'More CONN to the 
chirche by Henry Maybley, for the ſepolchre jyght xs 95 

At this time Thomas Skypton was vicar, Frauicis Heynefworth, 
clark, aud Robert Croft, ſexton. 5 1 have W theit n pay — 
the payments that year. 

«© Furſt paid to Thoms Skypro, for Mydfom q q. 5770 Yarns. td. 
"7 * Item, to Francis Clarke, for the ſame, 4 pd. — Xvid. 

« Item, to Robert Sextin, for the ſame, q. pd. 9455 118. 4. 2 

Some things occur among the payments at this Rind! "Which: k'give 
chiefly to ſhew the price of labour, and charges for pati matters, 
which may be found amuſing to ſome. be | 
Paid for my Lord of Huntingdons bye „ ging gd 
„Faid to Robert Goldſmith” fot mendigg the chal is belongidg to 
Sent Georges chapell, and a pix xvid. 0.5 teen rnb itrat 

„ Paid for 11111b. of wax and. . . . weke for a | torche; and 
mak yng the ſame 118. vd. 

« Paid to Robert Otte er a day wark a at the Sms hows wei. 
P.. to the plumar for a dais ware on or Lady Chappell 107 1 

„ Pe. to the Viker Preſts and Clarks for the preſesſhon at 8. 
Mi on Whiſſun Moday x111d, regard 8 PETE . 


* * 4 15 


* 


1 iner 
(a) This may mean received of Edmond Couper, aria) bub in a e es 
of Huntingdon, It appears -crabbedly- inferted.” In noticing the payment ſot che bells, five de 
the moſt mentioned, for which nun ber they - payed penerdtly 45, fometiines: ge, Be.) the money 
heb paid for bells and burials, was all taken to the pariſh account. © aa 
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to ell for mending the veſtments 118. vid. 
ef 6 1 r dof grene Elke, and x ſkeynes thred vid.” 
aſl oo. Palme Sonday., to the proffit, and for ale at the leg the 
pass hon id. 4 | 
VS. Pi. for chercole on Es-. evin ks. 
wh 4 P; 4 for, the chargs of the preſſſhon on Whifſun monday, as doth 
apeyr in, a bill, xs. n 
Pa, wh ij pore. wemen for, ſcowring . of brafſe the candil- 
flix and ali wat" ſtop xx1d, ; 
«« Pa. for this chirche boke, bought at eh the Kun day of 
February, Anno Dom. 1544, 11118. VIII. (a) 
Pe. for meding ctyn things belonging to the peo wiche 
was s vepatyl to be done x11d. 
| 6 P. for brayd and ale on Whiſſon moday 2510 
8 Pe. to the Sinnar at Sent Margarets for the ings vid.” 
| The next Fear! 8 accounts. ſettled in 1546, from page 7, contain 
a a pomber of curious articles Ae of at * Reformation, from which 
1 give the following : 


« Thacompte of Richards e ad Henry Mabley, Church» 
wardens of Sent Mtyns in leic : made le on. palm ſondoy the xvii of 
Aprell, in the yere of oi lorde god mecccexlvi before Mr. Cotton, then 
maire of the towne of Leic : Mr. Gyllot, Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Wood, 
Mr., May, Mr. n and em in of n quere W the ſame 
chirche.” 

Item, Ri- of * r. emen os maire of Covetre, che XI day 


of Auguſte, for ſten plate ſold to hym, as apperith by hys p'ticuler 
byll therof xx1a11h. vs. xd. (5) | 


% Item, R of the chaberlayne, as appereth bye oblygacyon, XX8e- 


48) This folio contains 773 pages of writing paper, bound in rough calf, with ſtrong braſs 

claſps : the binding alone, at this day, would coſt at leaſt 106. May the time be very diſtam ere 

this record and others of the country meet the fate of thoſe ancient archives of the church and no- 

bility of France, conſigned lately to the flames, in Faris, by the modern reformers of that country! 
(4) G | 


F b ; * 8 2 Item, 
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« Item, p*.i in expences i days at Cops, when we fold = plate 


ther, for our horſes and owre ſelves, 1118. 1d. a die 
tem for a lode of lyme 1118. a lode of ka lt OW 
Page 13. Mem y- Symon Nyx, and Thoms Hallam, PRA 
wardens, William Mauby, aud Ihon Eyryk. Her Barlow, and 
William Blaew, yn hathe ſolde theſ plels following, by the com- | 
andemet of Mr. Mayer and his brethren, accordyne to the Kings it in- 
junccyons, tlie yere of o. Lord xv hundrith xIviI. and the furſt yere 
of the Raign of Edward the Sixt ()). ee 

„ ffurſt ſolde vii clotbis chat hengy 4 beffore "the Roode Late, 
price 1118. vIIIid. W 5 

„ Solde to Nychis Eyrike | a "Tabernacle Fig? vitld. 3 Other! taber- 
nacles in the account were ſold one for. a thillivg ; ; tuo for fire ſhil- 
lings; another for 36. 5 OT ITT, : 


"84 
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Solde to Henry Mayblay the hors y the Gels ak? on, pryce 

1 xlid. A hundred and a qu uarter and ſeven pound of i irod, Was ſold 

. for 6s. 22d. Two other tabernacles were ſold for a ſhilling each, and 

: one for 38. 4d. A man of Stoughton Grange bought as much alabaſ- - 
rer as came to 18. 8d. and another mau as much as came 0 at 


1 Solde to Jhon Eyryke y* organe'chamb* viIIIg. vie. 
% Solde to Symon Nyx the florth and the vente that the Ge 
ood on 1118.“ Four hundred and a quarter of brafs' was fold for 198. 
per cwt. to one man; and z ct. and 3 qu. was {old to another : at ethe 
ſame price, and one hundred to a William Taylor. | ' 
Solde ty Rye“ · Raynford the Apa light, Wien in fore a and 
xvid; at 111d, ob. a Ib. xxrs; xd. ob. 
Solde to L> > a trend c pounds waight « of the organe eyes | 
A a an Som 
| And ſo all thembels y* is all redy ſold, cumyth to x111l. 118.19. ob. 
= | Paid to Robert Sextin and his fellow, for takyne down taber- 
nmacles and images, xx11d. Another tabernacle coſt 4d. taking down. 
0 The former now is dearly gs many pounds, and the latter nearly as many ſhillings, 
- (9) 'A copy of the original is here annexed. 
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ln the accompts of Symon Nys, and Thomas 9 churchwur- 
2 1548, we find the following: 0 
Item, 2. to the Kynge Maieſtye 1718. und 
Iten, p** for an Homyle for S* Walen the piſhe preſt, x14.” 
* Page 24, of their accompts, ſays, 1 
1 'The peells of the goods that was fold forth the 0 of Sent 
Mtyus the xx day of Mehe, in the fyriſt yer of the reygne of o 
Sors aigne Lord Edward the Sixt, by the grace of God, &c. 
46 Item, rec“ of Mr. Mayre, for.old gere, 5d. 
Item, rec*: of William Tayllo* for one veſt and an arrbe x11d. 
Altem, rec® of Mr. Damport for 11: veſtments, vis. viiid, ; 
Item, rect of Mr. Cotton for 14 bangings for the hye alte · of 
whyt damaſk and purpyll vellyet XIIIits. * | 
Item, rec of Mr. Vycker for an old veſt of gren 118. 1s. | 
„Item, rec“. of Mr. Manbe for alt · clothes xis. 
« Item, rec* of the ſame for an organ caſe 1118. 
„Item,  rec*: of Mr. Damport for Alt. Clothes x11s.. 
* Item, rect of the fame for Alt. Clothe of redde velyet and whyt 


damaſke xvi. _ 
Item, rec of Richard Davy for 1 i vellments of View velvet 


xxIxs. 
Item, rec of the ſame for ij yellow copps XII18. 
Atem, rec“ of the ſame for a blew velvet coppe xvItIs. 
&« Ttem,  rec% of Mr; Manbe for 111'whyt cops XV IIS. 
Item, ſold to Mr. Reynold one > canape' + - « ING 
© Item, ſold to the ſame one veſt red vis. vi11d. 
Item, ſold to Mr. Cotton one pall of blew velvet *111s. 1111d. | 
Item, fold to Thomas Hallam one gren "Ou of * brydgs rs 
and an Alt. Cloth of the ſame xs. 
Item, Willi Odam for the rode lyght viIs. vid. 2 


In the accompts for 1549, the foot-ſtools of the tabernacles ſold for 
IIS. Paid for the Paraphraſe of Eraſmus for the church xs. And for 
1% PEER the 


— 
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the chains and nails for. the Bible n was paid for (Ong 
down the rood loft. 


In 1 550 the accompts ay, | . 
Received for ſellitg St. Dunſtan's altar 16d.” And a 4 Wuyte“ 
over St. Kattern's altar was ſold for 12d. The table at the latter altar 
was ſold for 12d. A hundred of iron was fold for 138.; and the 
* catche coppe bells“ for 258. per wt. A canopy and a. green veſt- 
ment was fold for 26s. 7d, A green cope of bridge ſatin ſold for gs.. 

A book of ſervice for the church coſt 4s. 8d. 

In 155r, a table in the rode chapel was fold for 5. and one in 
our Lady * vis. viIiid. T“ 

Item, gec* of Thomas Wart for the vewte on Sent "OI 
Autter 11s. .vi11d.” The leaft * catche cope“ bell was ſold for 
XXVIIs. xId.; and two other bells were fold for 3k. xis. vid. 

Item, rec* for ij candleſticks, ij holly watt'* ſtokes, and vr 


| lyttell bells waying ——, xxxv11s. vid. 


«© Item rec% for the poſt horſe xxv1s. Ixd.“ And further on in this 
year's account, 8. is paid for graſs for a poſt horſe, and 38. 5d. for 


graſs for the ſame, 1 in Beaumont Lays (a). 


In the accounts for 1 552, 
There was received for a preſs xx111s. ind. and for a crowne of 
wood covered with ſilver; and 2 croſſes of wood covered alſo with 
filver, and “ a notte of copper 1111. vis. viiid. There was paid for 


_ a miniſter helping the vicar on Sunday, 38. 4d.; and for one offici- 
ating during his abſence in London, 58. 


A. D. 1553, among the valuables ſold and received for in this your) 8 
accounts were: 


« Receivid of Nycoles Gaffun, of Nottinghara, for ij coppes, 
i veſſment, and jj tenakyles of clothe of teſshew i veſtmet and ij ten- 


A loſe ves then kept at the expence of che pariſh for general uſe. 
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kylys of elothe of Os and ij 3 coppes 1 85 i un, of blew Ws 
xv1i11l.” | 
Ting Receyid of Rycharde Dare for a See ola ado un ſhots, 
i towell, 1 alter-clothe, and the rowd cowt'xxxv111s. 11119.” 
| = veſtment of blue velvet was ſold for 10s. , 
* Received of Nicoles, golde {methe, for ij ſherts oy was * Seyute 
Niols, and a hold towell njs. 111d. 
* Receivid of Rychard | Hewis for corporas caſe, and Sente Martens 
cowt, and a towell of dyap worke 11s, viiid,” “ 

„ Receividof John Wryght for xIIII banar clothes 11118. 

In the payments two pſalters for the clark's uſe, coſt xxd, A book 
for the new ſervice coſt 5s., and one concerning the rebels, which was 
read in the church, coſt 4d. And II. 6s. 8d, was paid for the . 
wages that year. 

Page 55. 1554, on Palm Sunday. the. 8 accompts 
were paſſed before the mayor and others, as uſual, being the firſt year 
of the reign of Mary I, In which account are ſeveral things bought 
in for the uſe of the church upon the old religion. Among the re- 
ceipts of this account are the value of ſome trees, which moſt likely 
ſtood in or about the church-yard, ſome aſh and ſome elm. 

«© Pi. for ij coopes and a veſtment of blew velvet xxs. Pa- for the 
braſſyn lectory xxs. Pa the comyſſyoners for ij preſſes 1118. 111. 
Pa. for the churche byll for the collectors vis. Pa · for a rood cote xxd. 
Pu. for 111 Corporas caſys xaid. P*% for x11 bannar clothes 11s, P.. 
tor a whyett ſattyn cope xs. P. for a ſacrynge bell viiid. Pe. tothe 
quene's comiſſioners for the copes of tyſſue that were, ſolde vigil. P.. 

to William Burrows for canvas and packthred for the orgayns 1111d. 
Pa. to Mr. Manbe for 1x yards and half of ſay for Mr. Mayres ſeat, and 
Meſtres Marys xs. 111d. ob. Pa. to him for red naylls for the ſame 
11s. Pa. to Sir Will®- Burrows for a ſalter, a poeſſyouer, a manuell, 
and a cowcher vis. viiid, Pa. to hym the fame day for mendyng y* 
orgyns, for glue, naylls, lether, packthred, and wayghts of leade to 

Hhhs :* lay 
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lay uppon the orgaynes vis. © Pa. for 11 candylſtyks for the altar 118. 


Po. for a manuall to wed, cryſtyn, and burye wi all, 1118. 111d, Bad 
for a maſs book and a cowcher xs. P., for a grayll to ſyug-in the 


chirch owr xs. Pa. for dreflyng and helyng Sent George, harnes 


vis. vin, PA. to Syngyltori for a croſſe xAd.“ There are various 
charges for articles to repair the '* hye alt',” Red ſatin to cover the 
Canopy at the ſacrament; for a * pyx” for the ſacrament, painting in 
the church, for dreſſing the altar, for veſſments, for hair cloth for 
the high altar. Near the ſignature of the churchwardens are the 
names of John Busſhe and Wil“ apa e, nen * 
for the ſepulcers lyght.” = 

Page 61. A. D. 1 555. I might hive obſerved thier he accounts 
were generally paſſed on Palm Sunday; and before the mayor of the 
town. The preamble to this year runs thus, after mentioning the 
year of our Lord, 4 in the fyrſt and ſqe yere of the reignes of of 
fovainge lorde 140 lady Phillippe and Marye, by the grace of God of 
england, ffrance, ber wg Jeruſalem, and Ireland, ge and * 
defender of the Feathe.“ 

One of the gatherings for ſepulcher lights; i in 3 8 account, 
was 48, aud another 7s. 8d. Holy watt ſtock coſt 58. Painting 
the . paſcall” ſtock coſt xrrid. For the preſts wage for Mydſom”: 


quarter XXX111S. ird. Some banners coſt 38. and the offering at 
St. Margaret's, and drink there for the attendants, coſt xXx IId. A 


pottell of wyne gyven to Mr. Doctor when he preached vid.“ A per- 


ſon for (i ſinging was paid 68. 8d. and him for playing the organ 58. 


(p#hapgfor the year). The altar *in o lady Chappell” coſt 18d. ; a 
aſcall ftock and hair cloth'84:3 a „ challyce” 118. IIId.; a 5 crofle 
and Sauters“ 58. 34.; timber for making the . ſepulere lyght'“ 5s. 


and the *« ſepulcre lyght” coſt 48. For Fare 26 the Sepulcrs and 
Aa clothe for of Ladye awlter“ coſt 18. rod. 


Page 6 66. A. D. 1556. Two banner Pele colt 18. ati p.. to 


| the i ſhepperds at whyrſontyde vid.” For ale and cake ar St. bla. 


garet 18 
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ere 8 18d. and tor ſcowring the eagle 18. 4d. The ſeat Jn: Trinity 
chapel coſt 18. 6d; ;'and-2 dinners, &c. at the viſitation 12d, Pe- 
for 1x coper 9 for the rode lofte 1xs. | | 


| 1 557» no accounts. 


158, The gathering for the altars came to 118. 111d. The mak- 
ing the Roode Mary and John“ coſt x1118. 1111d. Three gallons 
of ale, and 4d. in cake at St. Margaret's, coſt 19d. ** P. for the 

beyryng of the croſſe and banners x111d.” The gilding the Rood 
Mary and John coſt 18. 10d. More was paid for gilding the 1 
Mary and John. 

1559. *Rec% in Wen Atthyug⸗ 11s. tid. Rec for the mawrys 
dance of chyldern 1118.“ The charge at St. Margaret s coſt 111s, A 
ſtrike of charcoal 5d. A hyde of leather 48. 8d. and 11 ells of hol- 
land for 2 ſurplices coſt only gs. 8d. and 8d. making. And ale for the 

ringers © when the quenes grace was pclamyd“ v1iid. 

Page 6. 1560. . Rec** of Bafforthe for the lord and the lady xxid. 
ob. Rec#* for Linckolne farthings 118. 11d. ob.” The offering at 
St. Margaret's coſt 118. 11d. P* to the plears for ther paynes vrid. 
A Bible and Paraphraſe coſt 3s. 3d. A ſervice book 58. * The altar, 
ſtones taking down coſt 3d.“ * 

1561. Rec% for ſerten ſtufe lent to the players of Foſſon vid. 
Pa. for birdlime 111d.“ 

1562. It does not appear that many of the Catholic things, rein- 
Rated in the church on the acceſſion of Queen Mary, were ſold, till 
this year, after Elizabeth's acceffion. Veſtments and banneg. elochs, 
a'rood loft, and a variety of things, were fold agreeable with the 
change of the times. Charges in fixing of feats in Mr. Mayre chap- 
pell” coſt 48. 6d. ; and the fetching of ſeats from St. Peter's church, 
and making the collector's ſeat, coſt 5s. 1111d. Writing the com- 
mandments coſt as. Pa. for a dynner that was beſtowed en the 
clarkes y* kepe y* qeyre, at cry ſſonmas, vis. vmd. * 


page 


{ho 
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Page 101. 1563, P. to the Angar on blak monday, at the 


eee of maſter Mere, x11d.” Communion table rome 


coſt 2s. 8d, Acommunion book 3s; P*: for wyn for the commu- 
nion at eſtur, 11 quartes of maneſs, and 1x quartes of claret wyne, 
1IIIs. vid. Are we to wonder moſt at the price of the wine, or the 


quautity drunk? P. for Mr. Fyſher, of Worweke, for a penſoon | 


goyng out of this ſayd chorch of Sent Martens; beyng dew to the 


quens maieſtye, xl Here is a ſpecial. charge for mending 


the church windows, and repairing the leads after ** the tempaſte;“ 


the window coſt 18. 3d. od. and the nails for nailing dowa the lead 

18d. About this time there are frequent charges for bird lime, and 

ſometimes for gunpowder, to kill the ſtarlings about the church. 
1564. 5s. was received by the church · wardens for the rent of St. 


Peter's church- yard. A book of Homilies coſt 38. 4d. My lord's 


ſeat, and my lord's chapel, are mentioned in this year's account; pro- 
bably Lord Huntingdon's. 
1565. Several things were ſold this year 1 to the ld re- 


ligion. 3 ſtrike of coals coſt xvid. and hanging the great bell coſt 28. 


Nothing material till 1567, when the organ pipes, and all things 
belon ing to the organ, were ſold for 51. and the images taking down 
com. the pulpit coſt 4d. — A chales” was exchanged for a 

« comunyon cupp, with a kever duble gylte,” at 6s. per ounce, the 


difference 21. 48. 8d. 


P. 122. 1569, The eagle was ſold for 188. bo. 

Pages 125, 126, 127, 128, are by ſome means mifplaced {the 
aged by a modern hand), they belong to a former period. 
In them are theſe articles: . Pi. to the ryngers at the obbyt for 


my lord of Huntynd®* and the belman x11d.” Pac. for 111 quarts of 


.claryt wyne that was gyven to my lord judgues chapplyn Ixd. A 
quart of malmyſey coſt 4d. Pa“. to the ryngers for Kynge Henry 
the eyght x11d. A gallon of wine “ for my lord of Lyncolpe, chan- 


oellor, when he prechyd at Sent Mcyas,” coſt 12d. 
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Page 103. In the accounts paſſed in 1570- t: * P*% unto Vreland 
for cuttynge downe the ymages hedes in the churche xxd.“ fad. was 
paid for taking down the angels wings, Angels and Miniſters of 
Grace did not defend theſe inoffenſive forms from axes and ham - 
mers. 

A curious bye - law. An acte made by Mr. Mayor and hys breth- 
ren, y* yf anye of y* xxIIII (aldermen) or theyr wyves do depꝰ ys lyf 
yf they have but y* greate bell they muſt pay for y* vs. And for 
every one of the xlvin, or theyr wyves do dep® y- lyf muſt pay for 
the ſame bell 1118. 1111d. And for the beſt comoners for the ſame 
bell 11s. And y* mydle comoners for the ſame bell x11d. Further, 
y* ys agreed by Mr. Mayor and hys Brethren, yf anye man doe re- 


fuſe to be church- warden when he ys Electe, ſhall paye for ye fyrſt * 


tyme xs. and the money to be for y* uſe urch. 

The church work, or rather the levy on the pariſhoners for the 
church, in the year 1572, came to 51s. and gd. about an average ſum 
at that time; now it amounts, at the leaſt, to 200l. and upwards. = 
By the accounts about this time it appears that 108. a year was 
given to the repairs of the church by one John Davie; and 38. 44. to 
the pariſh alſo by Henrie Peake, annually. 

In 1579 there was only one churchwarden. 

The clock and chimes were coſtly in repairs about this time ; and 
in 1586 the © forr bell” was recaſt, towards which the mayor and 
nine of the aldermen paid 6s. 8d. each, and twenty-one of the Com- 
mon Council paid 38. 4d. The whole ſum of the receipts on the oc- 
caſion 111. 188. 64d. The caſting coſt . 51. metal and incidental 
charges 10l. 11s. 8d. * % 

1594. It appears by the accounts at this time, that there was a 
library within the belfry of the church. 

Page 236. 1595, P. for a preare booke to John Walker, for the 
queene, vi1id. It appears alſo that, for any great jobbs done in the 
| church, the mayor and corporation contributed. largely. The recaſting 


the 
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the leads of the church came, in this year, to 6. 128. 7d. towards 


which half was raiſed by the aldermen and common council... 


- . 1600, is the firſt year 1 find any mention of overſeers, In ids fs 


an account of the repairs of St. Edward's ſeat. Total payments in 


4 
3 < 
oq . 
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1603, on the church account, was BI. 178. 1604, paid to the ring- 
ers 28. 4d. when her majeſty was in the towne. Sir Henry Haſtings 
had a ſeat in the church at this time. In 1611 there was a diſpute 
about chooſing church-wardens. It appears that the miniſter choſe one 
at that time, In 1612 money was gathered for * the Grecyan Bi- 
ſhopp” 58. 8d. Page 405, ſays, „ payde to the ſeckerſton (ſexton) 
for burringe of the poore viſited people by Mr. Mayor's appointment 
1118. 111d,” In 1613 the accounts ſay, pa. to fix ringers for 
ringinge 3 days when the kinge and prince was here XvIIIs. 6d, - 
« Worke done about my Lord's ſeate 11115.” In this year it was 
agreed by the mayor and others, that there ſhould be no ringing of 
* at weddings, unleſs there were paid to the church - wardens 
6d. 1614. © Payd for a book of Jewells work XXIIIIs.“ 1615. 
40 « Payde to the ringers for ringinge when his Maee came to Leiceſter, 
XxIIIs. 1617, Pay“ the ringers at the King's cuming to Leic"s 1x8, 
1621. Payde to fyve ringers for ringing three dayes at the earl of 


 Huntingdon's beinge in the towne-v11s, vid.“ 


Little more worthy notice till 

1625, when there was © paid for ringinge when the proclamation 
was publiſhed concerninge the baniſhment of Jeſuits 118. vid. 28. 6d; 
was paid for ringing when the French Ambaſſador came to Leiceſter. 
And atghe firſt and ſecond time proclaiming the king vs. In 1626, 
3 letter from the Biſhop coſt 6d. concerning the plague. 1627. * Pe. 
for ringing, when the earl of Devonſhire came to the Abbey, 28. 6d. 
There were alſo charges for ringing when the counteſs of Huntingdon 
was at the Angell, and when the earl of Devonſhire and the chancel- 
lor was at the Abbey. In 1630, there is a charge for a prayer for the 
Queen' $ being with child. The ſame year there are * for ring- 


ing 
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iog when the counteſs came to the abbey, and for the carl of Exeter ; ; 
alſp,for the governour of Scotland, and the coming of the earl to 
town. The; ſteeple. was pointed down by William Haſtwell, and F 
other expences occurred, which made the rate amount to 1101. and up- | 
Wards 635. Pi- Moſes Andrew, &c. for taking away the two rowes 
of ſeats in the church againſt the kings coming. 48: and for 2 loade 
of ruſhes, and mowing them, againſt the king's Mae coming xxd. 
The carriage of them coſt 3s. More was paid for boughs and ruſhes, 
and taking away the Mayor's ſeat, on the ſame account. There was 
paid alſo to the king! s officers for fees for % the ffloare, where the 
king ſat, The ringers were paid 158. during the king's ray. The 
flowers for; the king's. cuſhjon | coſt 4d. At the archbiſhop's viſi- 
tation the ringers were paid, 1 18, 6d. In this account alfo are charges 
for a Mr, Hall (I, ſuppoſe a clergyman), affiſting Mr. Holmes ; and 
to the recorder, for writing to the lord keeper, concerning a new 
ae. ttt 1111 
In 1636 it was wo that the A Bhat hana Sr Bo * X 6 In ds 
: 2 ever, hereafter, during the reſidence of Mr. Walter Walker, then 
vicar, joined with others of the. pariſh and corporation, ſhould raiſe, 
by way of levy, the ſum of 20l. to be paid by 51. a quarter to the ſaid 
vicar, for his hetter| maintenance. In 1639, it appears Mr. Walker 
left, and the lord keeper was written to again for a vicar. A quart of 
wine and biſkets; given to the new vicar at his coming, coſt 18. 6d, 
In 1641 the lord keeper: came to town. And there; is a charge for 
a matt, * for the Counteſſe her ſeate.“ By this the counteſs of 
Devon probably had 2 ſeat in this church. In 1643 the king was at 
Leiceſter. I have noticed, page 112, the things provided for the oc- 
eaſion in the chureh. By theſe accounts we find, that king Charles . 
the Firſt, with his court, hououred this church twice, by attending 
the public ſerviee of Almighty God, in 1635, and in 1643. | 
la 1644 the, ſexton was put out of his office. for begetting 2 
baſtard child, he having a wife. There is a charge of parchment, to 


1 1ii | enroll 


is. 
„ 


enroll the names of thoſe who tobk the covenant, and Rn charge'for 


Was paid 53. for redeeming the regiſter book. 1648. Here are charges 
for ringing at the victory over the Scots, for * good tydings from 
Wayles z on the day of thankſgiving 1 oe regaining of- Leiceſter; and 
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ringing on the diſcovery of the London plot,“ aud on account: of 
Lord Grey's coming to town. 1645. In this accompt is a receipt of 
68. 8d. for burying a ſoldier who was wounded at the ſeige of Leiteſ- 
ter; and a charge for mending the lockes of church doors, broken by 
the king's army. Paid "William Haſtwell, maſon, for takeing 


downe the ſteppes leadinge to the communion" table, appointed to be 
taken downe by an ordinance of the lords and commons in Parlia- 


ment, and for laeyinge downe many graves which were taken vp at 
the burieinge of divers great officers of the king's army, which was 
ſlaine att the ſtorminge of this tone, 31. 178. Another bill Haſtwell 
was paid, for taking down the holy water font.” Received for 
charitable· uſes att com munions, beſide what was plundered and diſ- 
tributed 51. 128. 3d.” At this time, 1646, there were great changes 
of the pariſh miniſters. A meeting was called by the principal inha- 
bitants to enlarge the payments of the miniſter, till ſome regulation 
was made by parliament ; at which time it was unanimouſly agreed, 
that the pariſh ſhould be taxed for that purpoſe, to make up the volun- 
tary ſubſcription 80l. per annum, beſide ſurplice fees. Pay® the th 
of May, unto the ringers, when Newworke was ſurrendered upp 
unto parlm 28. 64.” Pay to the ringers when the Lords and 
Commꝰ and Judges were at Leiceſter ol. 48. od. Pay- to the 
ringers the zad Jan* 1646, when the Lords and Comn' cam unto 
Leiceſter, by the appoyntment of the Committee ol. 6s. od. Pay to 
the ringers when his Ekcellence cam to Leſter ol. 28. 6d. Was it 
Cromwell, or Fairfax? « Payi to this hand) Mons the Roy. eam 
unto Leiceſter ol. 36. od. 

In 1647 the miniſter's tax fell ſhort.” Jo the n of names, ROW to. 
fapport the vicar, appears a Captaine Hamden. ' A Thomas Griffen 


for 


* 
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Nu a vicktory oyer ** ene mie att Willobie, by the committes 
apointment,” * hn 1651 a matt is charged for Lady Hungate"s ſeat. 


about this time for procuring miniſters to * Nen 1640 and 
1650 there were five vicars. . 

«Art a meeting, of the pariſh held y y* 19th 1 march 16 St, it was agreed, | 
by the greater number of the pariſhioners then preſent, y* Mr. Ri- 
chard Pike ſhall be preſented to the Com̃ittee for reformatiou of the 
Univerſities, to he Mineſter of this pariſh of Martines, in L eic and 
Mr. Mayor is deſired y* he will be pleaſed to ſignify by his letters to 
the {© Com̃ittee, and y* lord Grey, and Sir Arthur Haſlerigge, or ſuch 
others as he ſhall thinke fit, of « our election of the f Nr. Ne, to be 
our Miniſter,” 

16 52. Pu to the Ringers for ye 18th of 100 beige y* day of 
regaineing y* towne, ol. 4s. cd.” and 28. 6d. at Gen. Cromwell's paſl- 
ing by, Aug. 25, and upon the news of beating the Scots, 3s. 4d. and 
for ringing on the thankſgiving day, on that account, by lord Grey's 
order.” In this account alſo are many charges in procuring clergy- 
men to preach' on the Lord's day,” while they had no ſtated mi- 
niſter. 1656, a Mr, Barton was appointed 'pariſh miniſter, at the 

rate of twenty ſhillings a week. In 1657, Mr. Barton and ſeveral 
others officiated. |. This year ſome of the five . were . to 
make a peal of fix, Charges ol. 

In 1661, the accounts have a payment of 58. the fourth of May, 
when the king was voted in, and the like ſum on his arrival in 
London. The king's arms and mayor's ſeat were painted by a Mr, 
Garland, at the expence of 6l. 13s. 4d. Times were alteredi—At a 
pariſh meeting, the new, font, faſhioned: and placed agreeable with 
the puritanic times, was ordered to be taken down, and the 2 
ſtone one to be erected where it formerly ſtood. ö 
In 1662, on his Majeſtie's coronation day, and on the public day of 


Leder eat the 29th of May, there was vol” ringing, and ad- 
1112 | ditional 
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ditional” pay. In 1663, « a pelle of chimes and a quatter clocke” 
were agreed for, at the charge of 121. 48. © 0d. and the materials of t the 
old chimes. In 1666, the charges for the perambulation, « for 
bread and drink upon the people and parſori,” came to 6s. To the 
youn DO was given af 1 the {ame time * in poynts, o ol. 28, 6d.“ 
* O, the ſteeple was repaired, , part taken down at the expence of 6 5l, 
In 1677, a rate was layed for the a of | the poor, at 
144. per pound, now ese 18. | | 
1684. Paid Francis Hooke for bis Malen. declaration bor the 
times when his Majeſty touches for healing 5 
5 This curious paper remained i in the 91 4 upwards of F 85 years, 
in an oak frame, well preſerved. Its coritents being curjous, I ſeruple 
pott to. give it by way of ſnewing the complexion, of the times. 


« At the Court a  WHITEHALL, 15 7 Jamar, op 5 TILE 


| "PRESENT, | \ £2254 
The King's 5 - moſt excellent Majeſty, CHARLES * 0 e TY 
Lord Keeper | | Earl of Huntingdon 
Lord Privy Seal' Earl of Bridgewater 
Duke or Ormond Fearl of Peterborough'- 762 
Duke of Beaufort © Earl of Cheſterfiel d 
Earl of Oxford Eatl of Clarenldonn 2011 
Earl of Bath ' Mr. Secretary Jenkins 
Earl of Craven MI. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
\ Earl of Nottingham Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy | 
Earl of Rocheſter R Loi Chief Juſtice er cog * 
Lord Biſhop of London M r. Godolphin. Alu 


Whereas, by the Grace and Blefng of God, the Kings 8 
of this realm, by many ages paſt, have had the happineſs, by their ſa- 

| credtouch, and invocation of the name of God, to cure thoſe, who are 
? 61 1 d EI . afflicted 
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afflieted with: the diſeaſe called the King's Evil; and his tajeſty, in 
no leſs meaſute than any of his royal predeceſſors, having had good 
ſucceſs therein; and, in his moſt gracious and pious diſpoſition, being 
as ready and willing as any king or queen of this realm ever was, in 
any thing to relieve the diſtreſſes and neceſſities of his good ſubjects: 
yet, iu his priucely wiſdom foreſeeing that in this (as in all things) 
order is to be obſerved, and fit times are neceſſary to be appointed for 
the performing of this great work of charity: his majeſty was there 
fore pleaſed this day to declare, in council, his royal will and pleaſure 
to be, that (in regard heretofore the uſual times of preſentiug ſuch 
perſons for this purpoſe have been prefixed by his royal predeceſſors) 
the times of public healings ſhall from henceforth, be from the feaſt ob 
All-Saints, commonly called Allhallow-tide; till a week before Chriſt- 
mas; and after Chriſtmas until the firſt day of March, and then to 
ceaſe till Paſſion- week: the above being times moſt convenient, for 
the temperature of the ſeaſon, and in reſpect of contagion which may 
happen in this near acceſs to his majeſty's ſacred perſon. And when 
his majeſty ſhall at auy time think fit to go any progreſs, he will be 
pleaſed to appoint fuch other times for healing as ſhall be moſt con- 
venient. And his majeſty doth hereby accordingly order and com- 
mand, that, from the time of publiſhing this his majeſty's order, none 
preſume to repair to his majeſty's court to be healed of the ſaid diſ- 
eaſe, but only at or within the times for that purpoſe hereby appoint- 
ed as aforeſaid. And his majeſty is further pleaſed to order, that all 
fuch as hereafter ſhall come or repair to the court for this purpoſe, 
ſhall bring with them certificates under the hands and ſeals of the 
parſon, vicar, or miniſter, and of both or one of the church-wardens 
of the reſpective pariſhes Where they dwell, and from whence they 
come; teſtifying, that they have not at any time before been touched 
by his majeſty to the intent to be healed of their diſeaſe; And all 
miniſters and: churchwardens are hereby required to be very careful to 
examine into the truth, before they give ſuch certificates; and al ſo to 

4 ä keep, 
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keep a regiſter of all certificates they ſhall from time to time give. 
And, to the end that all his majeſty's loving ſubjects may the better 
take knowledge of this his majeſty's command, his majeſty was 
pleaſed to direct that this order be read publicly in all pariſh churches, 
and then be affixed to ſome conſpicuous place there; and that the 
ſame be printed, and a convenient number of copies ſent to the moſt 
reverend father in God the Lord Archbiſtiop of Canterbury, and the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Vork, who are to take care that they * diſtri- 

| buted to all pariſhes within their reſpective provinces,” 

1686. Charles the Firſt's picture, now over the Conſiſtory Court, | 
was painted by a Mr. Rowley: charge 101. os. od. Nothing very 
material, but rmging for victories aud thankſgiving days. William 
the Third,” by one of the accounts, came throw Leſter on his birth- 
day, in 1696.“ In 1503, It was agreed, at a pariſh meeting, that 
no more than 38. 4d. ſhould be expended on thoſe occaſions, which 
order, to the credit po the officers, I believe, is now not at all iu- 
creaſed. In 1704, p* for a forme of prayer, for a thankſgiving 
after the greate ſtorme 18. In 1706, the tenor bell was recaſt, at 
the expence of 26l. 8s. The victories of the Duke of Marlborough 
created much ringing. | The South gallery was built, and a regulation 
ſettled reſpecting the ſeats in the church, for thoſe on the corporate 

| body and their wives. In 1706, „p for taking a Papiſh prieſt. and 
expences 38. 6d.“ In 1707 much ringing for good news from abroad. 
At a pariſh: meeting in 1511, it was agreed, out of reſpect to Mr. 
Carte, vicar, to repair the chancel at the expence of the pariſh, iuſtead 
of the vicar, to whom the repairs woe Mr. Carte has alerted 
the following in the pariſh 1 | 
N. B. The chancel is the king 8, As bee ge in the in of 
the Abbot of Leic.” The vicar pays 58. per annum rent to the king, or 
his 8 for which he receives the en of the ee and 
6 1 | | ne 4; {Bad 
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half a noble per annum of wn ace en, I think fit to  infere 
this, to ue miſtakes. 21 | SAM! CanTs.” 


Mrs. Alice Barnes, widow, Sha 23, 1711, gave for the uſe of the 
commonion two filver flaggons, weighing upwards of 46 ounces each. 
By the accounts of the year 1519, the altar piece coſt ol. 
[ In1724 an order came from the Biſhop of Lincoln for the new pew- 
ing the church, and building the North gallery uniform with ”_ 
South gallery, built in 1703. 

In 1729 a very extraordinary diſpute happened, between Mr. Jack- 
ſon, ſome time confrater and afterwards maſter of Wigſton's hof- 
pital, and Mr. Carte the vicar of this pariſh, chiefly reſpecting the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity. In the morning Mr. Carte, with much 
zeal and clerical knowledge, ſupported the doctrine of the Holy Tri- 
nity ; and in the evening Mr. Jackſon openly denied it. For a time 
the church was crowded to hear thoſe zealous diſputants. At one 
time Mr. Jackſon was ſtopped by the ſexton at the pulpit ſtairs, and 
not ſuffered to preach ; at another time he was bidden by the church- 
_ wardens to leave the pulpit in the midſt of the diſcourſe. It appears. 
that diſputes on this head had arifen to a great height in Leiceſter 
before this time; for, in 1724, the Right Honourable Earl Co- 
ningſby left a valuable conſideration, in truſt for the benefit of the 
vicar of St. Martin for the time being, for the expreſs purpoſe: of 
enforcing, by twelve ſermons in the year, the doctrine of the Trinity. 
The deed runs thus. Whereas the ſaid Thomas Earl Coningeſby is 
deſirous to contribute his endeavours to the ſupport of the moſt glo-- 
rious cauſe ; to wit, the aſſerting the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and to prevent the propagation of the heretical and heterodox tenets. 
relating to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and the divinity of the 
Holy Jeſus, the fecond perſon in that Sacred Trinity, which of late 


Have been advanced. within this kingdom, and more particularly 
| | within. 
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within the bo, ough of Leiceſter aforeſaid,” &c. The diſpute was at 
length taken up by the pariſh, and, in the bill of expences incurred, 
is this article : Paid to the ringers, upon news that the payilh's ap- 
peal to the Arches was allowed good againſt Mr. Jackſon, 6s. ;” and 
68. for ringing, - „hen the good news came of the pariſh's caſting 
Mr. Jackſon in the Duchy Chamber.” The bill for ein counſel, 
&c. amounted to 361. 178. 6d, - 

In the year 1730, Mr. Needham, who lived in the church-yard, 
obtained leave from the pariſh to make the  gravel-walk, and Plant it 
with trees, at his own expence. 

In 1737 it was agreed, that part of the ſpire ſhould be taken down, 
i. e. two feet below the firſt window, at the expence of 1261. ; an 
enormous expence, if compared with the rebuilding St. Mary's ſpire 
lately. Moreover, the builder, whoſe name was Jackſon, tricked the 
pariſh out of a full yard of its height. 

The moſt material things, which have occurred ſince 5 <A ane 
noticed-in other portions of the hiſtory of this church. The middle 
aile was underdrawn chiefly by a legacy of 100l. left by the late 
Cornelius Norton, for beautifying the church. 

The altar-piece was given by Sir William Skeffingtan,. Bart. in 

the year 1799, from his admired collection of piQuures at Skeffington 
Hall. It was painted by Cavalier Franceſco Vanni, born at Siena, in 
the Dukedom of Tuſcany, Anno Dom. 1 563, who was a diſciple of 
Arcangelo Salimbeni (his godfathet); and afterwards of F rederico 
Zucchero. He quitted the manner he had learned from them, to fol- 
low that of Barocci, whom he imitated in his choice of religious ſub- 
jects, as well as, in his guſto of painting. The moſt conſiderable 
works of this maſter are in the ſeveral churches of Siena, and are 
much commended, both far the beauty of their colouring and cor- 


knighted oy Pope Clement the Eighth, for his famous piece of the 
ip Fall: of Simon Magus, in the Vatican. 


The 
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he ſubje& of the altar piece is the Aſcenſion of Our Saviour. He 
is repteſented with the Banner of the Croſs, and is ſurrounded by 
Cherubim. The figure is delineated with grace, and the countenance 
is deſcriptive of all the mildneſs of character the imagination can form. 
The aſtoniſhed ſoldiers, in the fore - ground, are well grouped and finely 
drawn, and the attendant Cherubim are moſt beautifully coloured, 
and happily diſpoſed in the upper part of the picture. 

Two things deſerve notice from the pariſh regiſter: the firſt re- 
ſpects the plague in 1610. In the regiſter for the burials this year, 
there is a croſs made with a pen, in the margin of the month of 
Avguſt; againſt which, This began the plague,” meaning this en- 
try. „The xx1 a child at Francis Beſte houſe was buried.” I ö find, 
upon examining, that, from this date, Aug. the 21ſt, 1610, to the iſt 
day of Sept. 1611, there were buried in the pariſh 166 perſons. In the 
year preceding, from the firſt of Auguſt, 1609, to the firſt of Auguſt, 
1610, only forty-four perſons ; andthe fame number the year ſuc- 
ceeding, /viz. from the firſt day of Nov. 1611 (when it appears it had 
wholly ſubſided) to the firſt day of Nov. 1612. By theſe obſerva- 
tions it appears, that there muſt have died in this pariſh only, of that 
dreadful malady, upwards of one hundred fouls. OT of the ſuf- 
ferers names are given in pages 108 and 109. 


Isa the marriage N in the 18th mow of the pu of Elizabeth, 
is inſerted the following: | 
-. « Februarye the vth day, Thomas Titſey 480 Urſula Ruſſel were 

maryed; and becauſe the ſayde Thomas was, aud is, naturally deafe, 
and alſo dombe, ſo that the cuſtom of the form of marriage uſed 
uſuallye amongſt others which can heare and ſpecke, could not for 
his part be obſerved ; after the approbation had from Thomas the 
Biſhope of Lincoln, John Chippendale, Doctor in Lawe and Comiſ- 
ſary ; as alſo of Mr. Richard Davye, then Mayor of the towne of 
Leiceſter, with others of his brethren, with the reſte of the pariſhe ; 
the ſaide „Thomas, for expreſſinge of his minde, ſteade of words, of 
K k k his 
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his owne. accorde, uſed theſe. ſignes: Firs, he embraced her with 
his armes, and took e her by the hande, put a ringe upon her finger, 
and layde his hande upon his harte, and upon her harte, and helde 
up his hands towards heaven; and to ſhew his continuence to dwell 
with her to his lyves ende, he did it by cloſinge of his eyes with his 
hands, and diggine out the earthe with his fote, and pullinge- as | 
though he would ringe a bell, with diverse other fignes approv 
The names of the vicars of this church I have gathered from the 
churchwardens book, and occur with dates as follow: 1544, Thomas 


Skypton. 1549, William Bradley. 1551, Richard Bowghton. 


1555, — Hobbs. 1563, Browne. 1611, — 
Holmes. 1638, Walter Walker. 1641, Thomas White. 1646, 


Grace Miniſter (a). 1640, Thomas Palmer, of London, elected in 


his room. 1646, Thomas Daffy. 1648, a Mr. Price. 1652, Mr. 
Pike. 1653. Chriſtopher Wright. 1656, William Barton. 1679, 
John Newton. 1698, — Wood. 1700, Samuel Carte. 1739, 
Guſtavus NOR 1783. Themes Howe. age: Nur Gre- 
ory. Ti 
f In Pope Nichblas's taxation: this church was thus RIES 

Eccleſiæ Sancti Martini 21 marc”, vicar* ejuſdem 7 m ; IR 


tio obventionum Sanctæ Crucis in eadem eccleſia 10 marc. . 


William Charyte, in his Rentale, fol. 88, ſeu 97, col. 1, , teeating 


'of the profits which the Abbey, to which this church was appropri- 


ated, received from it, ſays, ** Ecclefia Sancti Martini reſpondet com- 


munibus annis circa 211. Solebat reddere 361. 4ol. vel quater viginti 


decem libras, ſcil', ut in anno Domini 1348. Nam circa illum annum 
Domini pixis vocat” reddebat 10l. 1 1l. vel 121. & quandoque 30, & ul- 


- tra, Pes Thomæ Lancaſtr' reſpondit 61.- 108. Alta Crux reddebat : 
111. Pes Crucis reddebat 10l. 111. vel 1 al.“ 


(a) It does not appear that he was vicar, for ot nd e eo pct Go — 


another, becauſe be would not aſſure the pariſh that he woulu ſtay, Therp whe @ good det of 


Rn | 1 
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Whatever the ſw were that belonged to the Abbey, * were 
veſted in the crown upon the diſſolution, and by it were transferred to 
the vicar for the annual rent of 51. whereof zl. ſtill veſts in the Crown, 
and the other al. per annum has been paid to ſeveral proprietors ſuc-. 

ceſſively ſince the purchaſe of them from the Crown in King Charles 
the Second's time. The zl. till reſting in the Crown. ſerves to quit 
the 31. penſion which by the crown is payable to the vicar. 

As to the vicarage, William Charyte, ibid. col. 2. ſays, . Ordina- 
tio ejus per Hugonem epiſcopum facta eſt, ut vicarins ecclefiz Sancti 
Martini babeat ad veſtitum ſuum 2 marc' de portionibus altaris, per 
marium abbatis Leiceſtr* ſolvend', & legata uſque' ad 6d. & quolibet 


die ſolenni 1d. Habebit victum ſuum in abbathia in omnibus ut cano- 


nicus, & diaconus ſuus ſicut major ſervieng in abbathia; & unum di- 
midium marc? pro ſtipendio. Præterea habebit pauem ad garcionem 
ſuum qui ei ſerviet. Abbas providebit et manſum competent”, et ſuſ- 
tinebit onera eccleſiæ debita & conſueta.“ 
After this there were ſeveral compoſitions, or agreements, made be- 
tween the abbot and the vicar for his better ſubſiſtence ; and, whereas 
he had no certain houſe belonging to him, he was allowed 8s. per 
annum, to provide himſelf an habitation, till William Charyte, being 
prior of the abbey, Jan. 1, 1457, purchaſed from William Wyſtow, 
of Great Petelyng, a meſſuage, with the appurtenances, ſituate be- 
tween the tenement lately of Roger Belgrave on the South, and the 
tenement. of Corpus Chriſti chantry on the North fide, which is ſaid 
to be worth 16s. per annum. Whereupoy William Charyte ſays, | 
« Modo vicarius habet manſum honeſtum & appropriatum, & 28. 
qualibet ſeptimana per manus procuratoris, & 6d. in die Omnium Sanc- 
torum, 6d. in die Nativitatis Domini, 6d. in die Paſchal', & 6d. in die De- 
dication', per manus ſubſcellar*. Item habet omnes decimas minutas, om- 
nes denarios Romanos, & omnia oblata ad crucem in vigilia paſchatis & 
in die.” An 10. 247. ſeu 215, col. 2, he ſays, 5 Vicarius Sancti Martini 
i | "WEST dictos 
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dictos denarios [Sancti Petri] colligit, et eos ad proprĩos uſus conſer- 
vat. Et nos pro ipſo dictos denarios archidiacono e e Aud 
a little lower, 


Ecclefia Sancti Martini, Leyc', gs. 10d. ob. * pro procurationibus 
20 Abbas ſolvet, Here Sanctæ Mariæ, gs. 10d. ob. qa. EE & dena- 


Eccleſia Sancti Leonardi, gs. 10d. ob. qa. | riis Sancti Petri.“ 
This church is now in the gift of the Crown. 


In addition to the living, a lectureſhip was founded here i in the laſt 
century, worth 20l. per annum. And the land left for week-day 
| prayers brings in 4ol. per annum (a). In the king's book 61. 138. 4d. ; 

but it is ſuppoſed worth upwards of 2001. including ſubſcription, &c. 


In this church, as in others, is a tablet of gitts to the __ 3 but 
none of them of great note. 


The moſt notable interments are as follow. 


THE CHANCEL, 


Mr. Carte, the late vicar, is remembered near the altar on A a flat 
ſtone, with a good character; and it ſays, he died «in full aſſurance 
of a joy ful reſurrection.“ (See page 182). 

John Whatton of the Newark, « an eſquire of the body of Charles 
the Firſt, died in 1656 ;” to whoſe memory is erected a large monu- 
ment, with the buſts of his two wives, and himſelf in the middle. 


It has a long inſeription full of praiſe, in verſe, which ends rem ers 
tuouſly thus : 


6A ſtranger s life i th arid he ſpent, 
Till to his glorious home he went; 
Where now to him the freedom s given, 
To be a denizen of heaven. 


(a) In a corporation heck, Payde Mr. Holmes for reading prayers carding . Tamworth's 
will, which began the 24th of June, 1626, for his quarterage, 11.138. 4d. June 11, 1625, Mr 
Angell began the weekly lecture in St. Martin's church, in Leiceſter. Book of Mayors. 


Vn wad 


or LEICESTER. 267 


On an arch, in the chancel, is a little figure of a man kneeling at a 
_ reading-deſk, with | 
| James Andrew. 
Anagram, 
' Rede I was man. 


The Rev. James Harryman, M. A. rector of Peckleton, in this 
county, has a monument to his memory. He was poſſeſſed,” it 
fays, of many ſhining qualities, and died in 1743» aged ſixty. 
Near it is remembered Edmund Cradock, who died in 1716, aged 76. 
A tablet remembers the late Mr. Walker, ſurgeon and apothecary, a 


gentleman of fortune and reſpectability (a). A neat-monument re- 


members George, ſon of Gabriel Newton, gent. who founded the 
Green · coat ſchool in this place. He died, at the age of 18, in 1746. 
The buſt of this young man is placed between the buſts of two fe- 
males, the execution not of the ordinary ſort. It informs us that the 
father, with a pious intention, cloathed thirty-five poor boys, ſettling 
32 fol. for a perpetual ſupport (5). 
Near the laſt named is one with this inſcription : 
Here lic depoſited 
| the remains of 
JOSEPH CRADO CK, (e) 
who was born 
the 14th of Nov. 168g, 
and died 
the 2oth of April 1759. 


6 Enough that virtue fill'd the ſpace between, 
' Prov'd by the end of being to have been | 
e oo bas 4 POPE, 

() See the note, page 201. (5) See p. 187. 
(c) This gentleman was father to Joſeph Cradock, Eſg · of Gumley. 1 58 
| Above 
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Above which, the late vicar Mr. Haines, is noticed on a neat 
tablet thus: 

_ Juxta conditur quod reliquum eſt Thomæ Hiloes Omnium Lanc- 
torum in Annos quadraginta, hujus ecclefiz in triginta et amplius vicarn. 
Et Hominem, et Miniſtrum Chriſti contemplator ! In omni vita ſuo , 
fungi officio .conatus eſt. Obiit Ann. Dom. 1786. ZEtatis ſuæ 6g.” 
A tablet alſo remembers the late Ald. Weſtley, who was twice mayor; 
and another the late Mrs. Hill, wife of William. Hill, Efq. of Leiceſter. 
The late Mr. Bentley, banker, is remembered on a floor-ſtone, who 
died in 1784, aged 83. And a ſmall tablet remembers John Gre- 
gory, who was mayor-in 1779. and died, in 1789, in London, an 
active citizen. | 

At the entrance of the chancel, Nicholas Throſby 1s remembered, 
who was. mayor in 1759» and died at the age of 84,. in 1782 .— 
Oppoſite to which is a beautiful figure of Hope, done by Bacon, in 
fine marble, to the memory of Mr. John Johnſon, late of this pariſh, 
and Frances his wife. He died in 1780, aged 72. This charming 
little monument bears this dutiful injunction, Honour thy father 
and mother.“ A modeſt apology of the ſon, John Johnſon, Eſq. now 
an eminent banker in London, for erecting this maſterly piece of 
ſtatuary to the memory of his aged parents, which.does equal honour 
to the church, the ſtatuary, and himſelf 

Tuſt without the chancel, a large tablet is placed, full of a laboured 
inſcription, to inform poſterity that Thomas Phipps, who was mayor 
in the year 1749, and died in 1768, lived and died as became a Chriſ- 
tian. "Oppoſite to which is another, which juſt mentions Thomas 
Farmer, gent. and others of the family; he died in 1771, aged 63. Un- 
derneath the laſt mentioned, on a floor- tone, lies the body of Martha 
Sanſom, reli& of Arnold Sanſoin, Eſq. and only ſiſter of Lieutenant 
ee Sir Thomas Fowke. This ſtone can "7 tell, in a fe 
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words, what would require a hiſtory to relate. It goes on to inform 
| you, that“ ſhe Was a poeteſs, and admired by the good, the witty, 
and the learned,, She died in 1735-6. The South wall of the chan- 
cell bears a truly poetical and elegant piece of poetry to the memory 
of Mary Lettice, who died in 1 779» aged 34, faid to be written by 
her brother, a clergyman: 


«© Now ſhould the tomb the ü 8 al 1 
I ̃᷑be virtues of its tenant to proclaim, 
He'd judge the eulogy by flattery dreſt, 
Or oſtentation catching at a name. 
Then ſilent reſt her unambitious tomb, 
She needs no fame ſepulchral praiſes breathe, 
Affliction drops its tribute in their room, 
And her own conſcience twines th' immortal wreath.” 


1 2 Ws. = - 


In what is. called. Heyrict's chancel lie ſeveral of that family; but 
as it is impoſſible, within the limits of this hiſtory, to notice every in- 
ſcription in the churches and church-yards of Leiceſter, I ſhall con- 

tent myſelf, and, I hope, my readers, with. thoſe moſt worthy of 
_ obſervation, among which is this remarkable one : 


Pere lieth-buried the bodie of John Yepricke, of this pariſh, who departed this life the 
2dof Aprill, 1589, beinge about ye age of 76. He did marry Marie, the daughter of 
John Bond, of Wardend, in the county of Warwicke, Eſq. who lived with the ſaid Marie, 
in one Houſe, full 52 years, and in all that tyme never buried man, woman, nor childe, 
though then were ſometimes 20 in Houſhold. he had pſCue by the ſaid Marie 5 ſong and 
7 daughters, viz. Robert, Nicholas, Thomas, John, and William; end daughtecs Ur- 
ſula, Agnes, Marie, Elizabeth, Ellen, Chriſtian, and Alice. The ſaid John was maior 
of the towne in the year 1559, and ogain in 1572. The faid Marie departed this life 
the 8th'of December, 161 1, beinge of the age of 97 peares. Shee did ſee before her de⸗ 
pacture, of Her children, and children's children, and their children, to the number of 142,” - 


See 
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See her cd p. 175, No g.; and a likeneſs of her <6 nn and 
her huſband's, fig. 1, and a, facing page 114 (0% 


(a) Her ſignature is to the following letter to her fon William, then dueling in London, 
dated 1578. 

« William ; With my Ns! DNF Re SAP TIS and glade to heare of yours hed health.” And 
this is to give you thankesfor my povndgarnyte, and red heayrings yow ſent me, willinyng yow / 
to geve my dauyther Havſs thankes for the povndegarnyte, and box of marmalette that ſhe ſent 
me. Furthermore, I have ſent yo a payre off knyte boſes, and a payre of knyte gerly gloves. I 
wolde have yow ſende me worde howe they ſexve youe, for yfe the glovifes be to little for youe, 
youe ſholde geve them to one of youre brother Haweſſes children; and I wolde have yow ſende 
me another payre. Alſo, I wolde have yow ſend: me worde yff yow can, whither youre ſiſter 
Leechworth will cume to Leceſter, between this and Criſmas or no. Thus I leave for this tyme, 
praying to God to bleſſe yow, and We yow n in his feare and knowledge, by youre lovinge 
mother to her power. MART enk. 


Her 142 children, and children's children, and their childreo, bing. at one time before her 
death, are as follow; enumerated by William Heryck, of Baumoner, Eſq. in 1688, 


Sons and daughters — — 12 Mrs. HAwWES's Iſſue. 

I. Urſula, married to James Hawes, | Mr. G. Hawes bad — " 
Lord Mayor of London, in 1574, j Mr. Humphrey had — 7 
had iſſue — — 7 | Mr. John had — 0 

2. Agnes, married to —— Davye, had 2 Mrs. Williams had — 6 

3. Robert thrice mayor of Leiceſter, had 11 VEE Mrs. DavYe's. 

4. Mary, married to Sir Thomas Ben- | Mr. William Davye had — 3 

vet, knight, had none | Mr, Roszar Exicx's Iſſue. 

$. Nicholas had — — 7 Mrs. Sacheverel had — 4 

6. Elizabeth, married to John Stam- ., Mr. Tobias Erick had e thy 

ford, Eſq. repreſentative in par- | Mrs, Norrington had — 4 
liament for this borough in two Mrs. Andrew had — 6. 
ſeſſions, had — 7 | Mrs. Rogers had — 4 

7. Hellen, married to Mr. Holden, had 5 Mrs. Noble — — 3 

8. Thomas, none Mrs, Wheeler 80 — 4 

9. Chriftians, married to Mr. Brooks 7 Mr. Sraxrond's Iſſae. 

10. John, had — — 2 Mr. John Stanford bad — 3 
11. William (Sir William ad. Kt.) % OTIS es CO 
+ had — 8 J. Mrs. Pearſon had — Py 
i die, marred to Mr. Hide, hd * n 21. 7 . 
76 | r 75 —— 
N One more than the ſtone calls for. 
. 1 | 
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- Of this family are butied here, are, Robert Heyrick, on- 
monger, aud twice mayor of Leiceſter,“ and Sir William Heyrick 
of Beaumanor. The former died in 1618, aged 78 years; the latter 
in 1652, aged 90. 

A ſmall nn here temembers G. Heyricke, who died in 
Kon. aged 32. Stones alſo remember the preſent Town Clerk's 
grand- father, and the father of William Heyrick of Knighton, Eſq. 
ſome time Town Clerk, all deſcended originally from the — 
family (a). 


| George 

(4) I have given in my Leiceſterſhire Views 2 pretty full pedigree of this antient and reſpectable 
family, who derive their lineage'from Erick the foreſter, & great commander, who oppoſed the 
landing of William the Conqueror. This veteran retired into Leiceſterſhire, in his old age, after 
being employed in the ſervice of the Conqueror, where his deſcendants, in ſucceſſion, have 
continued ever fince. From him deſcended John Erick, of Stretton, who left iſſue Robert, 

whoſe ſon Robert was Biſhop of Chefter (otherwiſe called Lichfield and Coventry); and Sir Wm. 
Eyrick, lord of Stretion. John, and Adelena. In 1360, 34 Edward III. this biſhop founded a chan 
try in the chapel of St. Giles, Great Stretton, in the pariſh of Great Glenn, and taking the name 
of Robert de Stretton amply endowed it in the ſecond year of Richard the Second (the deed 
bearing date Sept. the 4th, 1378), with 198 acres of land in Great Strettons This family 
had a conſiderable grant of land near Leiceſtet' ſo far back as the reign of King ſohn. 
A Nichelas Heyrick was mayor of Leiceſter the fixth year of Edward VI. Others of note,. 
deſcendants, beſide thoſe noticed above, were Robert and Richard; ſons of Sir William 
Heyrick ; the former was fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, patronized by the earl of Exeter, 

and numbered among the ſuffering Loyalifts in the laſt century; the latter was alſo fellow of All- 
Souls, Oxford, and warden of Chriſt's College, Mancheſter, by the appointment of Charles the 
Firſt, William, the. eldeſt ſon of Sir William Heygick, was commiſſioned, by Charles the Firſt. 
about the repairs of Leiceſter caſtle, and puttiog it into a ſtate of defence, prior to the troubles 
of his reign. This gentleman, for bis attachment to the royal cauſe, was a conſiderable ſufferer | 
in the iſſue. Branches of this family have lived in the neighbourhood, and in Leiceſter, fot. 
centuries, who are allicd, by marriage, to many of the firſt families who at times have lived in 
theſe parts, 

The father of Dean Swift was oak Jonathan, and was: the ſon * Thomas Swift, eminent for: 
his loyalty to Charles the Firſt, The Dean's father married Mrs. Abigal Erick, deſcendant of this 
family. She brought her huſhand little or no fortune; and Mr. Swift dying two .years. after bis 
marriage, left bis widow in narrow circumſtances, and with child of the famous Dean Swift, who 
was born A. D. 1667, ſexen mon;bs after bis father's death. Eſſay oz the Life of Dean Swift. 

Tbe Dean i u is ſaid, was greatly belov ed by all the family of the Swifts. Sbe was ex- 
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- George Bent; who wastwice'Mayor of Lekceſter, 'has a enoltudint 
do his memory; he died in 1709, aged/75; Francis Noble, alſo;'whs 
was twice mayor of Leiceſter, is en he died in ae _ 
ſeventy-eight. 0 

A ſtone againſt the South door i placed to the memory of 1 Philip 
Hacket, gent.“ ſon of a' clergyman; proctor of the Eccleſiaſtical 
court of the Archdeaconry of Leiceſter, and parifh clerk of St. Mar- 
tin upwards of thirty-years. He was killed by-a/ fall from his horſe. 
The praiſe which is laviſhly beſtowed on his memory was written 
by Mr. Bickerſtaff, at the requeſt of his ſon, who had been favoured 
by the father's. will: the injunction was, Say every: thing that is 
good, Bickerſtaff. It ſays abundantly too much for any mortal. 
Mr. Bickerſtaff, whenever he quarelled with tis favourite ſon, uſed | 
to tell him that he had whire-weoſhed the family. A 

A piece of neat marble remembers Samuel Simpſon, Ane and 
once mayor, who died lately. He perhaps was the firſt, and probably 
may be laſt, alderman in . a reader of f the Old Teſtament i in 
the original. [ 

The only thing I ſhall notice more, in | this Chieoh: yard. 1s the 
ſtone placed to the mEmpAry of the unfortunate young man, ſhot 4 


tremely vitiee, chearful, and n in l z generous, and exact in her Antes du- 
ties. She reſided in Leiceſter. Mr. Cradock, of Gumley, informed me that he has learnt that 
me lived in a houſe in the High- ſtrret, where Mr. Hill refided ; and that within a' few years the 
Dean's name; written by himſelf, was on one of the windows. I have becn alſo £14 that the lived 
at the houfe in 'Gillow-tree-gate, now occupied by a patten-maker, near Mr. Mansfield's bank. 
Others have faid (one of which is my mother, in the gad year of her age) that the lived at a houſe 
oppoſite the conduit where the houſe now ſtonds, occupied by Mr. Leman, draper; probably the 
might at times have apartments in all theſe places, as an occopier only of ſome of the rooms, She. 
dreſſed for the whole day at fix clock in the morning Her amuſements were needle· work and 
reading. Her annuity was aol. per annum; but to this was added frequent preſents from her 
buſband's relations, who often viſited her. She lived contentedly, and died old; and ſhe often 
declared that ſhe, with ber lender income, was rich and happy. The Dean himſelf viſited always. 
once a year, at leaſt, at Leiceſter; and theſe journies he often made in a carrier's waggon, in all ſorts 
of company, and would ſleep at the common inns. At theſe times he attended the corporation. 
feſtivals if they happened during his ſtay, and was a frequent viditor 1 at the table of Sir George 
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the French teacher. See page 167. The inſcription was written by 
Mr. Reazel, of Leiceſter. It has been conſidered a libel on the con- 
ſuitution, and on the judge and jury who tried the offender. It was, 
by the late archdeacon Bickham, ordered to. be taken down 5 dot 


net it bee inſcription. ; eur i hon metvagueotale 
« 5; WY mortal. MY + : He left, to mourn his untimely fate, * 
ee tr od ür, 5410 4 Ne er e ee 2 
Ponder here on an e e Theſe, 75 
Wbich highly concerns | but not theſe nlove, - ; 
% All the progeny of Adam. re greatly injured;  * © © 
| Near this place Heth the body of £40 Perſonal fecuriy | 7 
' JOHN. FENTON, .. „ .}. 24 pies detent; 41717 0 
Who fell by violence, ar 17. un. 72 when vengeance was avented * * 
Add remains à fad er B | © from his aſſaſſin n 
of chw/incompeteicy © © by thedaphiltical refiners 
- of juridical ioflitutions ' | of natural juſtice, e. 
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-*Eatly 1 in the year 1 VG in digging a grave for a Miſs Boſs; \ which 
was requeſted to be made 2 deeper than uſual, under one 
of the atebes which ſupport the of the church, the ſexton 
diſcavercd an ĩimmoderate quantity of bones of oxen, or of the largeſt 
quadruped race, which ſeemed. to have been laid there at ſome' very 
remote period, from their decayed ſtate. The enamel of thoſe teeth 
(which 1 have ſome of) are as perfect as of a beaſt Juſt Killed. . 
. tayi in all directions, as if caſt in without order. | 
Upon the ground where now ſtands the church, probably ſtood a an 
Heathen temple (fee Fewry-Wall 8 and theſe bones might be the re- 
wains of the ſacrifices. 954; A anne 

Mr. Brander gives an accoudt; in the fourth lee the Aae 
gi, of a ſimilar diſcovety in Chriſt- church priory, Hampſhire, 
with this difference, that the bones found there were tppſe of bi birds. 
That place,the apprehends, was once a Pagan temple. 

* Achantry belonging to this church was part of the flouts oecu- 
tl by. Mr. Ran, in High Crols-ſtreet, where is now well pre- 
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'hath the preſentation and ale d ion of the. fame" and at; this prefeve 
time there are but'tws of the ſaid four prieſts, ſinging, for that the 
rents of the ſame are fo far in decay amd Joſs. of rent than they have 
been heretofore ; and there hath bern ev lands . &. and an in- 
nnn 37 2d L ge 119199 10 rows "87 2111 et 
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2912 1-69 | 
44. | Capel FR Sepulchri extra muros ſpectat ad Joclefinns Sancte 
Marie de Caſtello, et eſt propria ae, mig et Ge wn 
viri per capellanum eorundem? - | 
The chapel of St. Sepulkchre ſtood near eve 13 N laben 

Rande; Where 4s Mr. Carte obſerves, the epd at the gal- 
1 uſed to be buried.” The gahos Mod near. 
_ ©2180 James's chapel had ſome walls Natiding, by Me. Care's WER 

within the memory of people living 1 in his tine. From a deſcription 
of the wards of the town,” in u Hall-bock, 1 Richard HI. he concludes 
that St. James's chapel ſtood near St. Sepulchre's. The Hal- book 
fays, that * the ward extended from the Sobth-gate to St: Sepulchre's 
church.“ And i in another Hall-book, 4h and 5th"Philip and Mary, 
the ſame ward is deſcribed to extend * from the South-gate to St. 
James's chap. F W e CT; were both as one, or gg Rood 
near each other. 43 x | 
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had Eceleſize Sankta 1 n extra muros patrons epiſe Lincoln, | 
et eſt prebenda Lincoln. 

Leland, in bis paſſage through Leiceſter, called St, Margaret's | 
„ the faireſt church in that, place, which once was à cathedral 
church, and near which, he obſerved, the biſhop of Liocoln had a pa- 
lace; whereof little yet ſtandeth.“ This church, like many. others, 
has a nave and two fide ailes the ailes are lofty and ſpacious, as is 


id alſo 
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alſo the chancel. The altar. piece of the latter conſiſts of an indifferent 
-whole-length painting of Moſes and Aaron: at the entrance of the 
oppoſite door, the figures, notwithſtanding, give the church an air of 
grandeur. It. is very viſible that this church, like ſome others in the 
town, is the patchwork of different ages. The tower, which: now 
contains ten, highly eſteemed muſical bells, gives a noble appear- 
anice to Leiceſter, from the Abbey "meadow, and Burſtall hill; and 
upon the whole, it is Aa; fine lofty: pile of ſtrength, ſymmetry, and 
beauty (a). The fine niche over the Weſt door, lately filled with a 
vaſe, ſhould have been the receſs of a ſtatue of St. Margaret, or; ſome 
reverend bearded Saint G. 16504 bool: ene gf 40 ob aul 
The confeſſionary, opening into the veſtry, is vety and on 
* left of the altar, is a ſmall figure of a man, in nen den poſ- 
ture. On the other ſide, in uniformity to this, is a niche, which 
| might alſo contain a figure: : underneath is a lion couchant. The or- 
gan, which was finiſhed in 1773, looks well, but ſounds, it _ 
indian E idalnge $32 1620 bock e e 8 16 
Within was a Gooding rich, for which 1 bars Grew, ſays Ms. 
Carte, % a memorandum of a patent granted 16 Richard II(c).“ „ When 
all the other churches in Leiceſter were ſettled by the founder of the 
abbey upon that houſe, this did not belong to the earl of Leiceſter, but 
to the biſhop of Lincoln; conſequently it eſcaped being ſettled upon 
that abbey. It, with Knighton, is exempted from the juriſdiction 
of the archdeaconry of Leiceſter,” In the church windows are ſome 


14) % The bells,” fays Mr. Carte, © have been many. years celebrated for. one of che moſt 
 tuveable ring of bells in England ; and about four year- ago iy more wine patied, gy ho 
chere are eight.” 25 | DD (1.24 


| © That the fceple was | Lute in A i, evident Hom the regiſler of bop ash fol. 48, | 
-wbich aer ae ar epic br 4% pole pn Hana 5 

„al St. Martio's, in defreying 
1 e And he bahn e that che ſolema nora annuay to St. Marga- 


iets, oceakored that Nend - Mert, was called Sanvy- gate, from the words /anfe vi... 
| | nnmains 


Qs 
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remains of pain ted Wet none of any conſequence. The tables 
which contain gitts to the poor retain nothing of great importance. 

Among the dead which have been buried within the walls of this 
church, was biſhop John Penny. whoſe monument, in alabaſter, 
ſtill remaius, but without an iixſcription for bim. He 18 figured 
thereon iti bis epiſcopal habit, with a ring on the foutth linger of his 
right hand, and two on fingers of the leſt. This biſhop is renowned 
for being a great benefactor towards: the repairs or rebuilding of the 
church, and of ſome new works at the abbey, Leiceſter. He was ab- 
bot of Leiceſter ; and biſhop of Bangor in 15043 of Carliſle in 150g, 
and died at Leiceſter abbey 1 540. His eas by his own eon. 
was buried 1 u this church. H Dunn os F. 

Burton mentions a marble monumeut of John-Middleton, a 7 2 
nothing of which remains. The n of Major 1 given an odd 
inſoripioum :s . mvgt it e a2 

% Mariæ uxoris Antoni Major, an ak in terris A eſt, Vie 
ecivo roquieſeit pulvere, pientiſſime,, viri anime, non indignum domicilium 
quod nt meliori potiretur, libentiſſime e quarto die Septembris, 
r br ache 19 SH IN 

Major, * 50 


i Anagramma, 
Jam ira amor. 81. 
rd anger's chan uged to love ene Ns 
155 The wage of fin, ses levy of bhſs. 30 begulg 
Ste what the ſoverigne vertue of Chrilt's — 
Can do; make croſſes crowns, and. por ſon food.” 


#7 9891 


Here is a a neat monument, which was fome time railed in, to the | 
memory of Mr. John Fa armer, Attorney at Law, and ſolicitor of the 
corporation: it in form you that he was à man of integrity in his 
profeſſion, and extenſive charity. He died in 1737, aged 5 Wil- 


ham Burleton, 22 e oe nad a Barriſter 1 in-the CIS of 
. ; 7 N18! Int the 
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ch pets for this and other counties and opt. ns wy toragh, 
died in 1786, aged 64 (). 

Here are ſeveral tablets "RON plated ba — watts * this 
chile; in a pretty monumental ſtyle, which notice the deaths of 
ſeveral fetnales, wives of ſome of the reſpeftable inhabitants of this 
_ pariſh : among which are one for Mr, Miles, wife of Mr. Alderman. 
John Miles, ſhe died in 1772, aged 57; another for the wife of Mr. 
William Biſhop, who died in 1987, aged 525 and another for —__ | 
the wife of Mr. Mansfield,” banker; ſhe died in 1787, aged 43. 

On ſomething like tire ſtyle of theſe monumental — 
membered Theophilus Holmes, who died in 178, aged 34. Wa- 
liam Nutt, Eſq. of the county of Middleſex; ho died in N 
aged 63 ; and John Fox, ſurgeon, who died in 12587, aged 39. 

Thofe who are buried in this church, may be ſaid, truly, to lie in n 
a watery grave: the land-ſprings often half fill them before the in- 
terment. The family of Pares,' who have upwards of 2+ century 
ranked in the firſt clafs of the inhabitants of Leiceſter, have a vnult 
within this church, as watery and cotmfortleſs '#s 2 well! Mr. Bick - 
erſtaũ wittivgly and properly ſaid once, that the graves within and 
without, remind us of the n [ferry, as _ are * frequently 
navigable. 


Without, among thealmeſt adi interments, i is a monument 
or tomb placed to the memo of the, Right Honourable Andrew, Lord 
Rollo, a Scots peer, who died at Leiceſter iu 1765, iu the 6iſt year 
of his age, on his way to Briftsl, for the recovery of his health. It 
inſenms you (as the Hiſtory of England will) that he was a Brigadier 
| n AV and a. in che 9 of, the 0 . of 1 | | 


(a) This gentleman bn wany years inthe Leicefiarthien Alle in which he was major, un- 
det the honourable Colonel ye and left the ſer vice on ſome difference with that pos 


P laying 
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playing under it, his life ! he has à limb uch ſhattered. - May this 
oblervation meet” the eye of ſome friend of the family of Rollo, or be 


bead by ſome of the worthy inhabitants of this town, who may have 


ability and inelination, by ſubſeription ot otherwiſe, to reunite the 
parts of his tor that it may ſtand, not only an honoürable token 
e r. to à brave ener, but Oy of amiable liberality. 
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Edward Blunt. 1. 85 169% «William Simms, 1660. Tho. | 
Stanhope- John Kilby died ty 30... Joſeph Kilbye preſented in 1730. 
_ Andrew Burnaby in 1738. To him ſucceeded his ſon Robert, in the 
commiſſion of the peace, who refigned i in 1788, in favoup of hit ſon 
Robert Burnaby, * mot. is ee. of eee and. vicar 
| © of Greenwich.) a bs 

Patron, biſhop * . A pod ont in * tes 

"> Ting? Sen 271. 68. 3d. computed to 1 worth. your 399l./.pe 
Annu. 0539 9944! 
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208 Another church I Bad 83 0 . Mr. 8 1 is Eccles 

S'ti Auguſtini Leyceſt'.“ Andi in the Rentale before noticed, he ſays, 
he. met with this memorahdum: . Quod eccleſia de Colby, pertinuit 
ad eccleſiam St. Auguſtini, ſita fuerat ad orientalem partem cancellæ 
 eccleſize Nieolei Leiceſt' 3, et erat ĩpſa eccleſia conſtituta ſub duobus 
teQis conjunctis ſuper medias columnas, cyjus una pars erat dedicata Sto 
Auguſtino et altera S to Columbo ; modo nominatur Holybones, Leyc* * 
Upon this, ſays Mr. Carte, my conjecture or opinion is, that the 
church was dedicated to St. Auguſtin the monk, who converted the 
Engliſh Saxons; and to Columbus, or Columbinus, who: converted 
the Picts in Scotland. It was not a pariſh church; and therefore the 
| church of 0 G five miles diſtant, \ was appropriated: to the 

F Mm m „ main - 
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maintenance of it, I reckon: (continues he) that it was demoliſhed at 
the Conqueſt, or in the troubles enſuing, 1088; and therefore the 
church of Coſby was freed from the charge of maintaining it, and 
was given to the abbey by the founder. N. B. It was a general 
cuſtom to bury the reliques or bones of ſome martyr, in the place 
where churches were erected, and I ſuppoſe that, after the demo- 
lition of the church, ſome attempt being made to find the bones here 
depoſired, and they not being found, it was ſaid that the holy bones 
were till there, and that from thence the 1 255 came to be cen 
Holy Bonet, as it is to this day.“ N 
Againſt this opinion of Mr. Carte ariſes another. * | happens it 
that many bones of oxen, or beaſts, are fo frequently dug up in this 
place, which is known to every inhabitant ? To account for this eir- 
cumſtance, as a depoſit of modern times, is more objectionable than 
the general opinion that the bones, which appear to have lain there 
for many ages, were thoſe of the mangled ſacrifices to the gods of the 
heathens. Mr. Carte, who refided long in Leiceſter, and took ſome 
laudable pains about its hiſtory, muſt have been informed'of this 
great depoſit of the bones of beaſts, and of their frequent diſcovery ; 
but why he with-held the noticing it in this plach I wonder much. 


1 


sr. Jonx Bar risr's Crab. 92 


Stood without che town, at the lower end of the Dil. yam . 

Oft its maguitude or age, we know but little. It belonged, or was 

attached wy 128 NO 1 St. Ban (5). Mr. Carte was once of 
N 544 22.68 opinion 


(a) See page 4. 5) In the church belonging to the hoſpital of St. 3 was founded 

| 1 Guild, by Peers Celler and his wife, as is ſuppoſed, becauſe their ſouls are ordered to be 

prayed for particularly, in an agreement made Sept. 20, 17 Edward IV. between Sir Robert 

Syleby, maſter of the hoſpital, and Richard Wiggeſton, ſteward of the Gild, whereby the ſteward. 

of the Gild was bound to find a prieſt to ſay maſs in the Gild-chapel of $1,.John, and tyyo days in, 

the week in the chapel of St. John & the town's end of Leiceſter, —_—— will at any Fw 
time 
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opinion that St. Jobn's ſtood. on the Weſt fide ofthe town ; but after- 
wards concluded that it Rood ſomewhere near, or in the Belgrave 
Sate, I. chave ſeen. it mentioned in the corporation books in two oc 


three inſtandes, 28 ſtanding without the town,” or at; *i;the-nether 


end of Belgrave gate.” 1 Judge'that it ſtood not « long u from the 
| hoſpital houſe. + {algnd, in his deſeription of the river Soars, men - 
tions. * the Biſhop's! water, as being that little ſtreum which runs 
undes:Lady+bridge; qu the back of the ſpital houſe, Lelapd ſays, 


Ny 1 7 ter isa Soo, longing 9 the ena St ons” * 
86 | und Ag: Week 9 4 I f 
men! IB 2 "Als H n TY In 
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Leie ceſterthire Views. 1 ſhall' treat this ſobject here, in conſequence, 
rather briefly ; ANG: however, with preciſion, the principal ex events 
of i its hiſtory, 

The great abbey, x was unde in 12 year 114 3 by Robert Boſſa, 
cnt of Leiceſter, i in honour of the Virgin Mary, for ſuch monks : : 
were regular canons of the order of St. Auguſtin. The founder, who 
- had been in rebel lion againſt his prince, and then advanced in years, 
built and endowed this houſe, and became a canon regular therejo, 


in expiation of his crimes. He died in 1167, a member of this re- 
ien ſociety (a), . and Was there buried. Petronilla, wife of Ro- | 


. 2 


d chern tia} a abe — maſs, there, ar hav be gat of town, 
den the aid Gild-prieft was tp ſay maſs at the high altar of St. John, and read in the. choir: 


every holy-day in the year, divine ſervice, praying eſpecially for the ſouls of Peers Celler and his | 


Vite, aud for the'wetfare and fouls of all the members and benefaftors of the gild, And the 
„. ſufficient meat and drink, ot, in lieu chereuf, 406. yearly for 
his board; e eee Amn. 
ind find him a chamber within St, John. 

(a) This Js ſaig ia the ntherity of Henry de Koighton (fo i & Knighton, a 
neighbouring village); who” was à canon of this ain? wrote the aun, cauttry 
OT = time be lived. 
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dert Blanchmaines, ſon of the founder; Who was Asher of ng 
Grentemeſnill; built the church or chapel there! A plait of her hair 
was ufed with a pulley, to draw up the great lamp in the · choir, long 
after her death, and was there ſhewn' as a precious rough, +2 
This church was ſolemnly dedicated in 1279. | 
The principal benefactors to this abbey, © beſides the oodles, 
were Henry duke of Lancaſter (afterwards King Henry 1 „ Ralph, 
earl of Cheſhire, William Avenel, Robert Colls, Hugh de Ardenne, 
Margaret de Quincey, Roger de Quincey, Ernold de Bois, Ankell 
Malory, Ralph Purvill, Themas Lathbury, Thomas Erdington, 
knights; and William. Aſton (a). The liberties and immunities 
were wonderfully great. Beſid es thirty-ſix pariſh.” churches in and 
about Leiceſter, it had lands, privileges, &c. in moſt of the manors 
in this and many other counties. The religious of this abbey had 
great bequeſts of deer, fuel, and feeding of cattle; fiſh-pools,. cattle, 
fruits, and corn, Stoughton Grange, near Leiceſter, was the grand 
repoſitory of food for this houſe, Among the benefactors ſhould be 
BEE ts William Cloune, Who Was choſen abbot in 1 34 55 and 
preſided thirty-two years; a man admired for his obliging manners 
and graceful aſpect. He obtained divers lands and poſſeſſions for the 
abbey, and procured a patent. for the exemption of the abbots from 
fitting in. parliament, after they had been frequently ſummoned for 
that ſervice, then thought a burthen, | now an honour obtained, often 
at an enormous ex pence. He alſo, by his addreſs; procured another 
privilege or exemption for this abbey. At the death of an abbot, the 
king's eſcheators uſed to ſeize. on the poſſeſſions of the abbey- within 
and without, and make conſiderable ſpoil till 2 nem dne w choſen, 
which he, on certain conditions, did away. r 
In 1357 a great difference happened between the abet My Joha. 2 
stephen Lawrence of Belgrave, brothers, and other inhabitapts, of 
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that place, about the limits of the grounds called Le Stocking. Theſs 
people, in a riotous manner, in one night, pulled, up the fences,, ſtop- 
ped up the Folsway, and the North bridge, to prevent the uſual ſup- 
ply of proviſions, to the monaſtery. In conſequence, the abbot obtained 
the king's writ to try the offenders, twenty-five in number; where - 
upon John Lawrence, the ringleader, was fined 1ool. and the others 


10l. each, on condition they kept the peace, repaired the N 
they had done, and. releaſed the right claimed. | 
About ſeven .years after, ſome . with intent to oth the 


Evangeliſt; but e eee time auh. eee the bey. 

1 place ſupported almoſt the whole poor of Leiceſter: and its 
neighbourhood; it was on all preſſing occafionsfubfidiary to the king, 
and hoſpitable to travellers, who were ſed and often lodged here on 
their journies. Several kings of England were entertained and lodged 5 
here on their excurſions to und from the Notth. Richard II. and his NI | 
queen, with their retigue, amongſt whom 1 were the duke of Ireland, - 
earl of Suffolk, archbilhop of Canterbury, and ſeveral other great 
perſonages, Pſp entertaiged and i here in a grand and d 
tuous ſtyle. nan in _ 

The e of this, gra in e in; were | Richard - —, 1 
mitted 1144. William de Kelewyke, 1167.— William de Brooke, 
1193z-Paub , 1186.— William Peſſyn, 1205. — Oſbert, 
1224 AMathias 1229. — Allen de Cheſtreham, 1235. Robert 
Femityn, 1244. Henry Rothely;' 124%/— William Schapiſhed, 1270. 
William Malvetne, 1291,—Richard Towers, 1317.—William Clowne, 

I 345; —William' Kirby, 1377. Philip Repyndon, 1394. Richard 
Rotbely, 1 405. — William Sadipgton, 1420.— John Pomery, 1442. 
John Sbepitbed, 1474.—Gilbert Mancheſter, 148 5 John Penny, a 
1496 (@)—Richard Pexall, 15997Jobn Bouchier, 1.5 34. This was : 
4 (a) See his monument noticed in St. Margaret's church, page 27 5. It is * that he built that | 
brick fence do the abbey. Om e Goa Oey | 
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the laſt abbot. He oppoſed” the mandate of the royal plunderer, 
Henry VIII. till he and! his brethren were threatened with being 
charged with the fouleſt crimes, with beaſts and with each other. 
Such diabolical unjuſt meaſures were uſed by that tyrant's commiſſion 


ers in many inſtances, to wres the religious of Amar inſtirutions to 
give up their riches. yu 1 WE [eh 

The following letter, written to Lord Cromwell by one of # thi com- 
miſſioners ſoon aſter the ſurtender of this abbey, will infore the 
reader of ſome particulars which cannot fail to be acceptable. 

« My moſt bounden dutye remembtyd, this is to advertis youre . 
lordſhip of the hole eſtate of the late monaſtery of Leyeeſter, in the wich we 
have taken the ſurrender and feyne of thabbot and convent; and the writ- 
. inges thereof be in my cuſtodye. By your grad; lordſhippes goodnes towards 
me I now ame in poſſeſſion of the heuſe and all the demeſnes wiphe was unlett 
at the tyme of our repare thether. We alſo founde the houſe was indettyd to 
the kinges heyghnes whereof we make no reconinge of; and for the diſcharge 
thereof we have made a ſale of the ſtoke and ſtore, with the houſhold ſtuffe and 
ornaments of the churche, wiche, amount unto 2281, The plate is onſolde, 
wiche mailter Freman takith the charge of and is valuyd by weyglit 190 
pounds. The lead by eſtymacion is valay'd at tool. the bells at 881. 
For the diſchargeyne of thabbot convent and ſervants of the ſeide mona 
rery there haithe beyne payde, as dothe apere more particularly by the 
bouk we ſend your lordſhippe, 1491. And for as moche as the abbot huthe 
not receyvyd of us in redy mony but aol. he hath requyride me to deſyer your 
lordſhippe to be ſo good lorde unto him, as he may have a> pounds or 20 
marks, the church and houſe remeyny the as yet undefacede, and in the 
churche be many thynges to be made ſale of. For wiche that may pleſe your 
lordſhippe te let me knowe yowre pleyſure; as well for the further ſale to be 
made, as for the defaſinge of the churche and other ſuperſlnous byldinges wiche 
be abowt the monaſtery: a hundrithe marks yerly will not ſuſteyne the charges 
in repairing this houſe, that all by1dings be lett ſtande as your lordſhippe ſhall 
know more hereafter. Thus I pray Jhefus Jonge to preferre you in belthe 
with much bonore. 

« Written at the late monaſtery of Lejecker the 29th. day of 3 by 
your lordſhippes moſt bownden ſervante. FRANCIS CAVE.“ 
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„At ths by of this monaſtery, there nf! in 
Pranks II. 6s. 8d. in fees, and 321." 198. 4d. in annuities ; and when 
the king had finally ſeized the valuables of this abbey, and its large 
revenues, he ſettled penſions for life upon the following : John Bow- 
chier, laſt abbot, 2061: ; Richard Duckett, 10.'; John Buckeſhame, ws 
Richard Webbe, 61. ; John Laeye, '61. ; Hugh Sheppey, 51. 6s. 8. 3 - 
John Revell, 51. 6s. 8d.; George King, 51. 6s. 8d.; William Par: 
motet, SL; James LAWS, 51, ; and Thomas Weſtus, sl. 


The death of the great and magnibcent Cardinal Wolſey happened 
at this abbey Nov. 29, 1 60, on his journey from Vork to London. 
He had juſt before been ſtripped of his dignities, and his pride 
wounded: by his royal maſter, who heretofore had loaded him with 
riches,” honour; and power, unequalled by the favours of princes. 
He was ſo weak and depreſſed when he came to the gate leading to 
the abbey (4), that he could only thank the abbot and monks for 
their civility, and tell them that he was come to lay his bones among 
them. He immediately took to his bed, and died three days after- 
' (#8) Now the waggon - road to Mr. Black's houſe. When Captain Groſe was about to publiſh 
his renowned Antiquities,” I favoured him, at his requeſt, with a drawing or two of the abbey ; 
ſoon after, he honouzed me with the following letter, which, as it relates not only to the abbey 
and caſtle of Leiceſter, but carries with it an opinion of that great antiquary, I make no ſcruple 
of giving here: the letters e men, after death, are now eſteemed interreſting. 

« Sin T1 | 
vet „ne 10 favoured with two of your paintings, one of which is 
called Leicefler Abbey, the other Leiceſter Caſtle. 

Wich reſpeft to the firſt, it was certainly the manſian of the earls of Devonſhire, built out of 
the ruins of the abbey, long after its diſſalution; this I gather from a MS, in the Britiſh Muſeum. 
It is likewiſe clearly proved by the ſlyle of building. I believe the only remains of the abbey are 
the gate and bounding walls. If you could favour me with a drawing of the gate, it would be ex- 
tremely acceptable. I have adrawing of the manfion from nearly the ſame print as +34] picture, 
but did not chuſe to uſe it, ſrom its ſimilatity to that publiſhed by Buck. 


«© Of the caſtle I can find very little in hiſtory, and leſs of its preſent ſtate. Could you be fo 
goocl as to give me the particulars of its ficuation, dimenſions, proprietor, and any otherparticu- 


. lars you think worth remarking ? 


66 Nothing 


i 
} 


abbot choſe to in form the mayor of Leiceſter, and his brethren the al 


286 1 HE un 16 


The body of / this diſtinguiſhed Pr late grow ſo offenſius on the day 


| 1 bis death, that they were obliged to bory it that night: prior : 


to which, after a' conſultation among the religipus'in the abbey, the 


dermen, of- all the: elreumſtances that had happened concerning his 


death; and likewiſe deſired their adyice and concurrence reſpecting the 


burial of ſo great a man- The mayor and his: brethren, after being 
informed of the particulars of that event, attended the funeral i in the 
evening with their formalities and in their uniforms. The abbot and 
the monłs alſo, being deſirous of teſtifying their reſpedts to one who 
had not only rai ſed the nation to an onvied eminence but who had 
oppoſed with rigour the emerging tefor mation appeated on the ac 
caſion with the utmoſt ſolemuity of their feligious order. Thie corpſe 
being brought to the grand entrance of the abbey in a plain wooden 
ſhell or coffin, in which was placed a mitre, ring, pall, and crueifin, 
the proceſſion began thence to the abbey i chapel, where the brethren 
in their monaſtic habits performed ſeveral pieces of ſolemu vocal 
muſic, ſuitable to the occaſion; at the interm ei. mt 

It has been a received opinion in Leiceſter, that there was buried 


with him a conſiderable quantity of riches, which has cauſed the inha- 


bitants of that place, at various times, to dig for them. The error 
has manifeſtly ariſen from the embleths'sf his Uipnities accompanying 
his body to the earth; Which, if valuable, would ngt have been 
ſuffered long to remain there, as, even the bowels of the earth were 
forced to yield 1 their valuable contents to the avaricious FO $ com- 
mĩſſioners ſoon after, e OR) We AT . 


8 f n 20 8 17 rode 295:243.T h 5 


107 Nothing but your goodneſs, i in thus Lied furniſhing me ah thiſe Mata OO embolils 55 
me to make theſe requeſts, A drawing might be made, l hope, Wich out mack tbuble. 


44 As a brother draughtſman, I hall be bappy to reply your fayour in kind; by ſending you. a | 


drawing or drawings of any 1 antiquiy Here abel you may ed oe = paper ; A, 
with the greateſt reſpect, _ 


* badidun Your woſ dec bundle vn, 5 d gh au. 
re du. Trey, Lane. 9; 10 te ru i EN *+FRANOIS: GROSSE. 
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This e was afterwards given by patent to Mr. — (a). 
7 his fidelity to Wolſey, by the king, who it is believed was exceed - i 
ingly forry far the ſevere ſteps he had taken againſt the cardinal. 
Willis ſays, that this abbey was afterwards given to the marquis c of 
Northampton in 1551, 4 Edward VI. 

In the time of queen Elizabeth, the then earl of Hontiagdon en- 
z it; but whether by purchaſe or not, I have not learned. How - 

ever, in the ſucceeding reign, it returned to the Devonſhire family; 
and was the ſeat of the Counteſs of Devon, till the civil war in king 

Charles's time, when it was . wlan fire left little more remaĩu- 

ing than the walls, 

While the Counteſs of Diven reſided at the ables, hee gardener, 
by digging, imagined he had made a diſcovery of Cardinal Wolſey's 
grave. But the Rev. Mr. Carte having converſed with that gardener's +. 
grandſon on the ſubje& ; my feelings, which ariſe from the reſpe& I 

owe to his memory, dictate to me to give the reader that gentleman's 
words unmutilated, in preference to what I might be able to a 
tute. 

« As to — 1 Cardinal Wolſey' 8 ſepulchre, the beſt account 
which I have met with-is from one Mr. John Haſloe, whoſe grand 
Father, Arthur Barefoot, was gardener to the Counteſs of Devonſhire, 
who lived in the abbey before the civil war. He tells me, that the 

Church ſtood, part of it, in what is now a little garden, at the Eaſt 
end of it, in the orchatd (Hh was formerly called the new garden) 
where his grandfather with others digging found ſeveral ſtone coffins, 
the cavities of which did not lay uppermoſt, but were inverted over 
the bodies. That one of theſe was taken up, about ſix feet one inch 
long. and four wide, and a foot deep; that it ſeemed very ſound at 

: firſt, but when it was expoſed to the air ſoon mouldered away that 
h A Oonſtäst attendant upon Cardinal Walley, ts well in bis proſperity as adverkty ; the 
<hanges of fortune, which happened to his friend, made no unamiable impreſſion upon his virtu- 
dus, noble mind, He accompanied bim alike in his diſgrace and in his affliction; and at laſt, in 
| the Tal ne ls Hare oh amo his love by a filent, 88 teur. "ſk 
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he rden that all of them had a round” hole above" the middie of 
them near five inches diameter, but for what end he could not tell. 


5 That among them hie diſcovered Cardinal Wolſey $ (Mr. Hafloe for- 
gets by what means be knew it), which the Counter would not 


ſuffer to be ſtirred, but ordered it to be chvered again.“ It ſeems fe. 


markable, that the Cardinal's coffin ſhould be known among others, 
and that the reaſon” why it was known ſhould be forgotten. | Theſe 
"coffins, Tam apt to think, were laid there long before Cardinal Wol- 
ſey's time ; very ane whey: . be thoſe of the foutider and be- 
nen © -- [55> e 


This abbey at the Tune: af the ſoppreſon was 5 elimated to esd 


10621. n 


The engraving being this ese is the South Welt ive, taken near 


Mr. Davy's dwellitig. That facing this article is a fine view, taken in 


an oppoſite direction, which ſhews the modern gate to the Counteſs 


of Devon's dwelling. The grand and antient entrance; noticed by 
Captain Groſe, is ſtill entire, and I rather think the very gates are 


thoſe uſed at the diflolution, „ 2008 Farough, nen 


Cardinal Wolſey entered. 


- This ruin, and a fiue eng eſtate "RAN beau e are * 
Property of John Manners, Eſq . ſon of the late Lord wunden Mau- 


| bas. a . well une for bis monary Leue 


- . 
" Fo : . 
1 © art _ \ 7 8 * * 
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Sir. Auer ing. orBuack Frans... TO EY 


Rea with the note, page 65 3. 1 have endeavouted to give to 
the religious houſes, &c. in this ſection their proper names and 


fitüstious. Mr. Speed, in bis plan of Leiceſter, which 18 copied 
5 facing p. 22, the reader wilt perceive places this houſe in the fituation 
' of Grey Friars, and Grey Friars 'where this ſhould be. The Plan of 
| "the town laid down to face the laſt ſection of this-work, is taken 


partly from one laid down with much care, early in the preſent ceny 


ITE: tury, by Mr. Roberts, a good ſurveyor. . In that, Grey Friars, cons 
fanny Wk ee is N bear St. Martin's church; and White 
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Etats i in now wit is called Webb's Friars, which Speed calls G6: 
Friars. It is generally believed that there never was any White 
Friary in Leiceſter ; for nothing has been handed down reſpecting it. 
:-BLACK or | AuGusTINE Friars is that near or adjoining to old 
Bow Bridge, now ſtanding, and alſo againſt which Little Bow - Bridge 
butted. In confirmation of this, Leland ſays, A little above 
the Weſt bridge the Soare caſtith oute an arme, and ſope after 
oummeth in again, and maketh one ſtreame of Sore. Withyn this 
ile ſtandeth the Blake Freres very pleaſuantly; and hard by the 
Fretes is alſo a bridge of ſtoue over this ſirme of Sore (a).“ He ſays 
further, *I ſaw in quire of the Blake Freres the tumbe o.. 
and a flat ſtone, with the name of Lady Iſabel, wife to Sir John - 
Beauchamp, of Holt; and in the North -ifle 1 aw the tumbe of 
another knight without ſeripture; and in the North eroſs iſle a tube 
having the name of Roger Poynter of Leiceſter, armid ..... 2 
By other accounts it [ſhould ſeem that Auguſtine and Blake Friars 
were not one and the ſame houſe (3). For Ralph Burrel, it is ſaid, 
was the laſt prior of the latter, and ſurrendered it the 10th of Novem- 
ber, zoth of Henry VIII. and afterwards granted the houſe and 
| ſite to the Marquis of Dorſet, and Thomas Duport, and the heirs of 
ws: Marquis.” The former was ſurrendered to Richard Preſton 1oth 


18 Mr. Carte fays, © The 88 alias Black Fr riars Preachers, were donde near * 
North gate, which, io the plan of Leiceſter, by Roberts, are called White Friars, and Gray, by 
Spted:? He founds this opinion (for i it is no more than an opinion) from its being called ſome- 
here gt. Clements, alias ict le Blake Freares in le Aſhes,” ſuppoſing ** in Je Abbes“ related 
to the many aſh-trees which, in the precincts, and that it had the name of St. Clement's, 
becaufe this ground is fituate in St. Clement's pat ih, now a part of All Saints pariſh, He ſays - 
| the Auguſtine or Black Friars, were ſituate without the Weſt gate, between the two. channels of the 
river. He properly conjectutes that Little Bow bridge, which lately fell, was made uſe of ny 925 
a foot paſlage for the uſe only of the brethren of that houſe. 

(09 27 Hen. VII. by an act of common hall was granted to the prior of this hooſe, cow paſture; i in 
their grounds called the cowhey, for an annual rent of 20s. and on condition that he and ' houſe , 
mould pray for them for ever. I have noticed ſomething ſimilar, page 87, Prior to theſe agree, | 
mentt, in 1356, Henry duke of Lancaſter gaye the houſe leaye to fiſh in the river N three mare. 
en heart fiſhed by day, nad with nen norioo fall in the . 5 
8 Nun 2 No- L 


F 


I. 


278 moſt of it now. belangs. bp, 2 Nala, who has a very fine 
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Novembers 20 Henry VIH. Some ſuppoſe one thiug, and ſome 
another; but Leland, the venerable traveller, who wrote from ar 
b vice, in company, doubtleſs, with a good informant of the: 
town or friary,' we may depend upon. Thoſe who ſtart different 
opinions lived centuries after the deſtruction of the houſe, when not 
a veſtige of it was viſible. excepting the traces of its foundation. 
Another, and a convincing proof is, that the infulated piece of 
ground oppoſite the Bath gardens, called Bruce's Friars, is the proper 
fte, becauſe within a few paces there remains, to this day, a well of 
pure ſpring water, called Sr. Auſtin's Well, which in my time was 
| ſurrounded with a brick wall, a yard high, covered with ſtone, . * 


The only thing now viſible, that may be ſaid to belong to the 
friary, is an old frame, on which hung the mendicant's hell, which 
projects from the houſe top of that dwelling, partly ſtanding on the 
Weſt bridge, and partly projecting over the river. Here two men- 
dieants ſtood begging for the N of their brethren. 


_ Gray pas 


Houſe was fituate near St. Martin's hate; and was honoured 
with the tomb of one of the braveſt monarchs that ever fell in battle, 
Richard III. Leland's words are, The Gray Freres of Leiceſter 
ſtode at the end of the hoſpital of Mr. Wigſton. Simon Montfort, 
as I lernid, was founder there, and there was byried King Richard III. 
and a knight caullid Mutton, ſumtyme mayre of Leyrcefter.” It is 
imagined: that the church is that mentioned in Charity's Rentale, as 
« Eccleſia Sanctæ Trinitatis which is Lenke to be 1 in the pariſh. of - 


St. Martin. 


Mr. Carte ſays, „ The FRANCISCAN or GEL e od | 
on the South fide of St, Martin's church»yard, . towards which 
there is a portal remaining ; but the other building 18 quite demo- 


houſe | 


houſe within the Powe of it (a)... He py that the part of Nan 
ſtone, coffin, of Richard, which. remained in his day, at the White 
Horſe Inn, had appearances of the bollow fitted for retaloing the bead 
and ſhoulders (4). 
William Giles was the laſt warden. He, with 803857 biethren, fits | 
rendered it roth November, 30 Henry VIII. 
In 1402, the maſter of this houſe was convicted of bigh treafoo, 
age” was hanged | with a natural fon of the famous Black prince. 
The grounds belonging to this Priary were fpacious, and extended 
from the upper end of the Market-place to the Friar · lane meeting- 
houſe ; much of which has been built on in my time. When' the 
workmen were digging for the cellars, 'to the range of houſes which 
face St. Martin's 8 church, they caſt vp, F remember, many human 
bones; one ſkeleton lay entire: the Friary church probably n 
| there. f 


r Hoſpital of Sr. UnzLa, n ier ehen tie 


- 


Nobody knows much about it, alchougb it is mentioned by Burtotr, 
and in the Monaſticon ; valued by the former at '221. per annum, and 
in the latter at 81. Some think it was Wigſton's hoſpital they mean 2 
it being dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St, Catherine, and St. Urſula.” * 


ST, Lzowand's HosPITAL 


Was nds 8 William the Leper, ſon of. Robert "LA ae Bic 
earl of Leiceſter, and was ſituate, Mr. Carte infagines, near St. Leo 
nard" s church-yard (c). In the reign of Edward IV. William Lord 


(a) This dwelling has been lately beautified, and. two rakes wings added to it, for the rel 7 

dence of Mr. Thomas Pares, whoſe property it now is. Perhaps Ay; few dwellings, within 

a large town, more defireable.. | 

(4) When I was a boy, . n died ſtood as ee eee in | 
_ the inn-yard, of brick ends, ſtones, &c, and was in appearance like fig. 5 in the plate page 65 

(e) The-maſter of the hoſpital paid 108. a year tothe abbey. for a paſſage to the chapel, for 

_ celebrating divine ſerviee, which was received in right of their church of St. Leonard. Therefore 
| It certainly ſtood near it, The founder being a leper, it was built for the relief of thoſe afflited. . 2 | 
with this diſorder. | 1 
4 5 Haſtings : | 


— * * 
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Haſtings obtained the hoſpital of the king (4), who gave it to the 
Collegiate church in the Newark, for which, the religious of that 


church engaged to keep a ſpecial obit for him, on wy 1öth of Fe- 
bruary, 17 Edward IV (5). | yg ae 


Hoſpital of Sr. Joux THE Evanopusr, 


By * called the Baptiſt; foundet not known. It! is mentioned | 
ſo far back as 20 Edw. III. To this hoſpital belonged. the chapel. of 


St. Jabn abovementioned. It is ſituate adjoining the town gaol; and, ” 


by Mr, Carte's account, was given by queen Elizabeth, to the corpo - 


| ration. It Was afterwards uſed as a wool- hall ; but at the latter end 


of the reign of James I.; a benefaction of 171, a year, was. raiſed by 
ſeveral liberal minded perſons, of opulence, who placed i in it fix 122 
widows. | 
The needy of this hoſpital are placed in it now by the ente 1 ; 
and towards their ſupport, ſeveral aldermen and others, at their deaths, 


have conttibuted largely. An annual ſermon alſo is preached for their 


benefit the Sunday after St. John's day, now at St. Martin's, formerly 
at All Saints. The preacher is appointed by the mayor, and receives 
a benefactio nof 208, left by a perſon for that purpoſe, He reads a 


liſt of the benefactors names in the church, with their gifts; but I 


am apprehenſive that that cuſtom. is of no ſervice to the poor. The cor- 
poration, by order of hall, are obliged to attend that day ar are fined; 


an alderman, one ſhilling ; a common-council man, N This 
has been a Mauding order ever ſince the year 1688 (e). * 0 


as T WIS SYS 5 


(a) Carte, from Dogdate. The 0 of thi! 5 "hoſpital at Eaſter, 1439, 8 two 


_ fervants of the maſter to the Eucharift, was by the biſhop's yr une to let ö for 


it the next Sunday, at the proceſſion at St: Leonard's church. 


(5) Carie — Gervas was maſter in 1235. Ia 20 Edward III. the ne laid ar 164 4. 3 
zoth part of à knights ſee in Hungertod; and at 16d. for the like quantity of land ĩn Quene. = 


borough, of the fee of Tutbury, in the'aid granteu to the king for making bis eldeſt ſon a knight. 
(e) In che boſpital now ate eight perſons, fix of whom receive full pay, 26. 6d; per week, the 
other 18. 6d, each. Part ofthe building, which has bur ec urg age aa re 209 


- us is no uſed as a town'bridewell, „ 49% 1 1 * 9 
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"LEICESTER. 
; The following . [ __ from the corporation records: 


This coven* ai agreement inks and executed the xx day of Septemb?, 
the xv11 yere of the reigne of kyng Edward 111. betwyx Robert Syleby, maſter 
of the hoſpitall of Seynt John Evangeliſte, and Seynt Jobn Baptiſt, of Leyceſtyr, 
8 and the brethren of the ſame place of the oon partye, and Richard Wiggeſton, 
of Leyceſtyr, ſteward of the gylde of the ſame, ſeynt John of the other parte, 
wittenefſeth that the ſeid gylde, w* the good advyce of the ſeid mayſter and his 
ſucceſſours, ſhall ſyende, evermore, duryng the ſeid gyld, a good and an abele 
preeſt to ſay or ſynge maſſe in the gylde chappell of Seint John aforeſaid ; and 
11 dayes in the-weke in the chapell of ſeint John Bap* at the towneſhend of 
Leyceſtr, except, that the mayſter or his ſucceſſours at any tyme wylle ſay 
meſſe ther them ſelfs, and what tyme they ſay meſſe ther, or be forth of towne; 
that then the ſeyd gylde preeſt ſnall ſyng or ſay meſſe at the high alwter of 
the ſeid ſeint John, belpynge the ſeide mayſter and his ſucceſſours to ſyng and 
rede in the quere ther, 'evry holy day in the yere, doyne ſervice, praying 
euſpecially for the ſolles of Peers Teller, and his. wyffe, and for the welfare, 
and the ſolles, of all the brethren and ſyſters of the ſaid gylde and houſe, and 
in general for all oder goode benefactours of the ſeaide houſe or gylde. And 
the ſeide mayſter and his ſucceſſours ſhall gyſſe to the ſeide gylde preeſt mete 
and drink ſufficiently, or allyd eywry yere for bis borde xl. of !awfull mony. 
And the ſeid ſteward and his ſuccefſours to pay him the income of his ſalery 


as they can agree, and fynde him a chambur weyn the ſeid ſeynt John, Aud 


yff hit happen that the ſeid gylde preeſt fayell, and have nor his borde, or xl. 
as he awght for to have at lawfull tymes, in default of the mayſter, or his ſuc- 
ceſſours, that then be hit lawfull to the ſeide ſteward and his ſucceſſours for 
the tyme bey ing ſteward, to entre in to a place v the appurtennces of ſeynt 
John aforeſaid, ſett wdut Eſtgate of Leyceſter, betweene the meyde or road 
of the gylde of Corpus Xriſti, in Seint Martens church, of the Weſt ſyde, and 
Seynt Margrett lane, of the Eſte parte, now the ten of Thomas Davy, 


4 rocer, and ther to take a diſtreſſe for the ſaide xl. and hit to bere away as 


olt tyme as ther ys defaults of his horde or payment of the ſeide xl. yerely: yn 
n hereof, alſo, well the comon ſeale of the ſeide houſe, as. the ſcale of 
aide, Ep | the 
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the ſeide Rounds alternately to thes indentyres be put the day * yere above 
ſaid (a). ” 


FT. 


WES! I IL IG Fog Banr's DRY ng 


Ts under the roof of St. John's juſt noticed. It was endowed in, 
170g, by a Mr. John Bent, alderman, who by will gave land at En- 
derby, to the yearly amount of 241,, The corporation are in truſt 
.alſo for this hoſpital: it ſupports four widows. 
In 1704 a common hall granted out of the town purſe fix-pence 
per week for a perſon qualified as a nurſe or aſſiſtant. Bent 5 poge 
have the us floors and St. John's the upper. 


SiMoxp's Hosrir AL, ebemrum Hos I TAL, and SPITTLE Hovsss, 


Are places of inferior note. The firſt is ſituate in Blue - boar- lane; 
it contains fix poor widows, their pay 158. per quarter. The ſecond 
is ſituate near the abbey, and was founded by the counteſs of Devon, 
who lived there; but their pay and number have been uncertain: it 
thould be zol. per annum. The houſes were down, or nearly, ſo, 
ſeveral Years, but they were rebuilt about eighteen years ſince. The 
third is in Belgrave gate, I PR, for fix widows. Their pay 
18. 2d, per week. | 


TzmITY Hosrir Ar 


Was founded by « Henry duke of Lancaſter, 4 died in 1 36 1, in 


* (a) In the corporation book; whence the above was taken, is recorded a gift from John Rey 
nolde, the elder (who was four times mayor of Leiceſter, viz. in 14 50, 1458, 1463, and 1477), 
who, it ſays, for the goodly zele and effeQual pleaſinge that he had unto-the honourable and 
worſhipfull office of mairalte of the town of Leyceſter, hath granted unto the mairalte foreſaid, - 
perpetually, a tenement in, the High ſtrete of Leyceſler, by the High Croſſe.” Further it ſays, 
4 to hold the ſaid tenement, with purtunances to the marialtie of the ti towne of Eee, Perper A 
een akind of hare py for the mayors in facceflion. 
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* nch he Faden 100 poor and weak men, and ten able women, to 

alſilt the ſick and weak; and ſufficiently endowed the ſame (a).“ 
_ Knighton fays, that upon the hoſpital were theſe words: Henry 
. Duke of Lancaſter, of this houſe was the founder. A 
ſtone now over the entrance into the hoſpital attempts to inform us 
when it was founded, viz, in 1 331. It is very probable that the 
building was begun by the father, the earl of Lancaſter, aud finiſhed 
by his ſon, the duke of Lancaſter. The king's patent was taken out 


for founding | it in 1330, by Henry earl of Lancaſter, who conferred 
on it four carucates of land in Leiceſter, and the advow ſon of the 


church. of Irceſter, in the county of Northampton, which was dated 
at Woodſtock, April 2, 4 Edward III (3. ere 


The antient pay from the king (as heir to the Lancaſter eſtates) to 


this hoſpital, as appears by old records (e). was 21 6l. 11s. 8d. a ſym 
heretofore allowed and paid by the college of the Newark before the 
diflolution ; to which was added, for a chaplain, repairs, and fuel, 
131.; in all, * 118. 8d. This ſum was cnntinuen till the grand 
rebellion. A 

The maſterſhip was: given 17 queen Elizabeth to the earl of Hun- 


Biel, and by him fold to the corporation in 1609-10, in the 


ee of Thomas Parker (a). 
Having in my poſſeſſion ſeveral letters from the being members of 
8 thi corporation about the coucerns of this royal hoſpital, and the pur- 
| Aung of the. Graunge near, addreſſed to 'Sir William Heyrick, 


( Knighton, who lived about this period. In an old liſt of mayors, it ſays, it was founded 
55 Henry the firſt duke of Lancaſter, in 1337. Burton, from Leland, Edward III. Carte 

ſays, The hoſpital was founded in 1332, by Henry earl of Lancaſter, in honorem Dei et Beatz 

Marie Virgiois ; but it is now flyled the hoſpital of the Holy Trinity in the Newt,” | Speed 

fays it was founded by Henry, earl of Lancaſter, and Henry, duke of Likes, 1. D6,in he 

= time of Edward II. for four chaplains, two clerks, by pate; Meta, An,, 
Carte. (c) Corporation Records. 


(4) „Paid to the carl of Huntingdon 261. x 3% ad! "which bis lotdſhip va For Fette 5. ee 


Fowkes, upon the ſurrender of the patent of the old holpital; and alſo paid charges of ſuiog out 
the ſans, WAW ] 14% OE ns ave 5 
7 > VI e 1 knight, 


1 
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knight, I have given copies of them below, nearly in 4 order of 


time they were ſent. They manifeſt a very. high confidence in * 
integrity and intereſt of Sir William (a). 


(a) Aſter our hartieft comendations : underſtanding by Mr. Wadland of your great paynes and 
care of us to Sir William Smythe, in the purchaſing of the Graunge for the web wee and of wholl _ 


| corporaticn acknowledge of ſelves much bound unto yow, and reſt your detter for your approved 


love towarde us: ſoe ſhall of ſucceedinge age have greate cavſe to acknowledge the ſame, althoughe 
the purchaſe bee verie deare, erneſtly intreatinge your advice and paynes once again, foy the in- 
corporatinge the hoſpitall, and for the followinge, which buſineſs wee have ſent up Mr. Wadlande, 
whoe will bee readie to attende yow therin ; and by him have ſent unto Sir William Smithe, the 
firſte five hundrith marke, and ſecuritie for the reſt, and x11: in gold for the lady Smithe ; but in 
reſpe& of or povertie at this tyme, yt you can content her with xl. wee ſhall tak it as a greate 
kindneſs, defiring yo" preſence | when the money is to paſſe him. And thus beinge (as wee have 


allwayes beene) bound to trouble you, wee commend y® to the protection of the 2 and 
allwayes reſt 


Your aſſured lovinge friende, 
THOMAS MAUBY, Maior. 
« To Sir William Heyricke, Knight, in London. ROBERT HEYRICKE.” 


_ Leiceſter, 23d Jan. 1613.” 


« Right worſhipful, &c. 


| After our hartie commendations, with thanks for yo love 
and great care of us; and our corporation underflanding by yor lev* to your brother Mr. Robert 
Heyricke, that one Tibb, an almſman, in or hoſpitall, in the Newarke of Leiceſter, hath exhi- 
bited a petition to the kinge's mate, and of his highneſs reference thereof to oure honourable good 
friende Mr, Chancellour of the Duchie, and of his good likeing thereof, for the incorporatinge of 
the ſayde hoſpitall. We have therefore thought fitt to ſend upp this bearer, oure lovinge friende, 
Thomas Nurſe, to repaire to the ſayde Tibb, and to know of him how farr he hath proceeded | 
therein, and fully to acquaint you therewith ; that as his proceedinge therein hitherto may be 
vor likinge, and likewiſe to be brought to paſſe: wee are therefore the boulder to intreate y* wor- 
ſhipp's good direction, and to adrice with & recorder howe to incorporate the ſayde hoſpitall ; 
and that the maior of our ſayde borough, for the tyme beinge, and certen of his bretheren, in 


t he name of or corporation, maie forever be maiſters thereof yf ſo be obtayned. Thus farr pre- 


uming of yr worſhipp* fav* and paynes in this ſuite, wee commende you to the DAS: of the 


Vour verie loring friends, 
2 THOMAS MAUBIE, Maior. 
* To the Right Worſhipfal Sir William ROBERT HEYRICEKE,” 
Heyricke, knight, at London, bee theſe, | W. MORTON. 

dated | . | JAMES ELLYCE. | 

Leiceſter, xvij.daie of November, | JAMES ANDREWE. © 
1613. : THOMAS PARKER. 
: JOHN FREAKE.” 


« Right 
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Iwill here give a ſtatement of the income and expenditure of the 
hoſpital, chiefly abridged from the accounts of the corporation. It 


will ſhew that there is but little reaſon to attribuſe the diminution of 
tle 


4 Right en ve 
| After our greate FOR for your greate paĩne, and all 
| your kigdneſs, theſe are to teſliße yon that wee have intreated this bearer, Mr. Sacheveril, to come 
up in our behalfe, about our ſuite concerninge the Olde Hoſpitall, to doe what he can therein for a 
while, untill Mr. Woodland ſhall come up. We weare the more importunate with him to under- 
take this journey, for that (for his knowledge of the wholl buſineſs, and his experience in boſpitall 
matters) wee thought him as likelie at this tyme to doe good therein, as any other that wee could 
have gotten. And therefore wee pray that you will take the paines to goe wi bim to Mr. Moſely, 
ſo ſoone as you maie, and to make him knowne unto him to be the man whom wee have deſired 
to repayre unto his worſhip about our ſuite z and (as touching the - meſſage which he ſent to us by 


our Town-clarke) that Mr. James Andrew is the man whom wee” deſire and thinke the fitteſt to be 
named in the booke for the firſt man, if one particular perſbn muſt be named therein. And if the 


generall name of the Mayor and aldermen of the borough of Leiceſter for the tyme beinge maie 
not ſerve in this caſe. And ſo i intreating erneſtly the contynuence of yr love (notwithſtanding the 
tediouſneſs of the ſuite), wee commend you, by our prayers, unto the rich rewarding of him that 


pitied Ninivi. 


Yor Wor? 
| Much bounden to be commanded, 
« Leiceſter, | THOMAS MAUBIE, Mair 
the 23d of June 1614.” W. MORTON. 
| ! JAMES ANDREWE. 
THOMAS PARKER.” 
* - 1 = 


00 "yy Worſhipfull, | 
Underſtanding by our good friende Mr. Sacheurall and Mr. 
W and good ende vours to many perſons, and. . . in 
his behalf to our poor towne concerninge our hoſpitall, for the which wee acknowledge ourſelves 
much beeholdinge unto you, not onlie in this but for dyyers other your lovinge fayours done unto 
us and our wholl corporation, partilye deſiringe the contynuance of your kinde favour towarde us, 
and our poore towne ; for upon your ſelfe, wee and our wholl corporation are boulde whollie to 
relie, without which we know not what might befal us. Wee haye ſent by this bearer Mr. 
Chamberlin Heyricke, to pai unto Sr Wa Smythe the five hundred marks due upon Saturdaie 


. Grange, which wee purchaſed by your good meanes of 
Oooz2 | Hind, 


”% 
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thei Income to the corporation, who, in my opinion have, with much 
reQitude, diſcharged their duty, fince they have been entruſted with 
the maſterſhip of the houſe, As to the mode of renewing leaſes; 
which ſo ſhamefully keeps back the pay of the poor from increaſing, 
depends chiefly upon themſelves. To the honour of ſeveral leading n 
aldermen, 1 in ſucceſſion, be it ſpoken, that they have invariably refuſed 


Accepts 


& 


Hind, Thus being, as „ been, troubleſome, wes ene you to the proefion 
a the DN and ever reſt 


Yonr worſhipp* aſſured friends, 


«© Leiceſter, the ad Aug. 1614. THOMAS MAUBIE; Maior. 
To ibe right Worſhipfull our ſpecial - ROBERT HEYRICKE, - © 
good friende S* We Heyricke, knight, | WILLIAM MORTON. 
YR theſe,” | : JOHN FREAKE.” 


Orgs Right Worſlüppful, 5. 

The greate love we have ſo often ſound in you nt 
ud our Towne doathe makes us the more bould to requeſt your helpe now againe allſoe at 
this tyme. - And it is onlie that you would be pleaſed to goe with Mr. Wadlande to Mr. Attorney 
of the Duchie, for the deliveringe of this letter of ours unto him, and to intreate his lawfull.fa- 
vour towards us in the matters conteyned in the letter. The particulars whereof we leave unto 
Mr. Wadland's relation; and for all kindneſſes, wee doe moſt heartilie commend yournir and * 
your“ into the Almighties gracious protection, reſtinge both now and ever.“ 

Leiceſter, the eleauenth of June, 1616. 
4 To the Worſhipfull 87 William | 
Heyricke, Knight, bee theſe.” 


( ST KAR gt 3% 77 1 IT | DEE. 4 
* 


188 Right wenn, 
* Alier our barteſt comendacons, with thanks for OM 
N remembrance unto us in yor letter conſernynge Mr. Darkham, the new Chancellor of the Duckhie, 
fince whych tyme we have not bene unmindful ; and nowe have ſent upp this bearer, Roger Cotes, 
obe of or Chamberlynes, unto y®, that by yr worſhipp's direction he may provide a filver cupp with 
a cover as to yr direction ſhall bee thought fitt. Defiring y* to comende the ſayde cuppe to Mr. 
x Chancellor, as z ſmall taſte of our faichful lore ot true affetion towards 122 — with much defirs 


r 4 - .-of 
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accepting either the leaſes of the land or the tenements as they have 
expired belongiug to the hoſpital, although often exceedingly profit- 
able to the holders. Others have thirſted after them, ou profited 
much at the expence of the poor. 

In 1647, the reigning power, the parliament, ſeized all the re- 
venues of the crown, ſparing not even that pious property, in many 
inſtances, which had deen given to ſupport the aged and the infirm. 
Notwithſtanding the attachment of the inhabitants of this place to the 
cauſe of rebellion, the eftates of the poor of the hoſpital were ſeized, 
which made them the moſt pitiable objects of compaſſion. How- 
ever, the corporation, greatly to their honour, conſidering them- 
felves the guardians of theſe poor people, laudably - appropriated a 
portion of their own inheritance towards their maintenance, till 1650, 
or 165 r, when the parliament veſted in truſtees, for the ſupport, of this 
hoſpital; and that of the uſher of the Free ſchool, and the vicar of St. 
Mary, ſeveral fee-farm rents at Shilton, Tooley Park, Foxton, Stapleford, 
Rothley, Gaddeſby, the horſe-mill and two tenements in the-Swine- 
market, the rent of St. John's, St. Leonard's, and St. Margaret's guild, 
amounting together to 2711. 19s. 6d. 2. Soon after the Reſtoration, 
the old payments of the hoſpital nearly returned back through their 
former channel, and. from its own poſſeſſions. The income was 
about this time 2291. rs. 8d, which was paid till 1683 ; when the 
receipts were only 3051. 138. 11d. 4. "ROE 


of contynuance of his hondie + and favour towards our poore tone, beinge one of the mcſt 
ancient towne in all the wholl Duchie. Thus beinge (as wee have allwaies bene) boulde to x0 
you, wee comend you to the protection of the Allmightie, and allwaies reſt © | 


* | | THE! 5055 Your We? verie lovinge friends _ ., 
4 HY $A II. IVES, Maior, | 

4 Lace, this laſt of une, et ROBERT HEYRICKE. 

e | | W. MORTON. | 


PTY OK yg 51 JAMES ELLICE. 

—— — 8 IIAMES ANDREW E. 
. We, e ee On 1 HOMAS PARKER. 
MISRA ho Gare ng? e tote right ' © THOMAS ou.” 

Ait | nth Pe n aut - Paid 


$4660 _ Y Tiff Histor. 
Paid by Mr. Dyſon, n, 113 13 i ay 55 


Other rents paid by ditt 25 6 8 1 
From the honour of Tutbury, 2; ieee 124: dds, 


lu conſequence of this diminution of their annual | income, the body 
corporate petitioned” Charles II. and James II. reſpectively, for the 
full and former pay; but the Chancellor of the Dutch y prevailed in his 
application to the ruling powers, to have the number of the poor re- 
duced inſtead of furthering the good intentions of that body. Ten 
_ dwellings were in conſequence left without inhabitants (a). ; a = 

Sir Nathan Wright, recorder, in the year 1695, drew out, an ace 
count of the income of the hoſpital, in which it appeared that there 
was received from the king, before the diſſolution, 2161. 118, 8d, ; 
fince for a chaplain, fl.; for repairs, 41. ; and for fuel, by gift, 41, 


in all, 229]. 11s, 8d. Expended thus : I. . d. 
To 100 poor men and women, to each yd. wikis: 1 3814.5 
Ten keepers, each 10d Sr. 1 aol a .o 8 9 

| | 6 keS.10 £53 
For the year + = 4 9 174 8 'Þ 
Wood money — - * 10 0 0 
Halfpenny money, the gift of Simpkin Simpſon 11 16- 8 
Fivepenny money, the gift of Lady Harvey = 2 1 8 
Sixpenny money, the founder's gift * - 2 10 © 
Lamp-money = - - 8 — 1 0 0 

I ivery-· money 3 „ 8D 0; 
38 fix widows of St. John's ez a4 TIT SAS; 2 
216 11 8 


(a) About the year 1678, a fee farm rent of 241. ding bes the retry of Dull, in Der 
dyſhire, which before went towards the maintenance of the hoſpital, was alienated. 


8 8 Chap- 


0 
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Chaplain repairs, and fuel money, ſtated above, 13 o © 


X 
_— * 5 
| F | " 4 * | * 
| SO "TEE . 
1 


In all 229 118 


P 6 


There was a grant from Charles I. to the maſter of the hoſpital, as 

a fee, 131, 6s. 8d, which ſalary was paid till 1684. This ſum, I 
believe, is ſtill charged to the debt due from the hoſpital to the cor- 
poration, paid to each reſpective may or from the corporation eſtates · 
Money advanced for the poor during Cromwell's uſurpation, aud ex- 


pences in petitions, &&. afterwards, left the hoſpital indebted to the 


corporation in 1684, 5461. 118. 8d. 

To this houſe the aldermen of Leiceſter have been conſiderable be- 
nefactors from their private fortunes, ſince they have held the maſter- 
thip. The ſum of 11251. was given a-few years back by a Mr. 
Holmes, an inhabitant of Leiceſter, on condition that the corporation 
ſhould pay him intereſt for life. 

The view of the old building, facing page 294, I drew at the time 
the workmen began to take it down, before it was rebuilt. That 
view which faces the article Leiceſter Infirmary, in the laſt ſection, 
is a view of the preſent building, done at the expence of his preſent 


majeſty, George III. It ſays over the door, rebuilt by him: it diſgraces 


royalty. It ſhould ſay mutilated, patched, and cobbled up, by and 
for the profit of . . . . . architect (2). 


(a) The king being informed that the building was much out of repair, and having in his 
poſſeſſion ſome lapſe eſtates, ordered an eſtimate of the expence of rebuilding it in a manner wor- 
thy the illuſtrious and noble founders, which eſtimate his majeſty agreed to pay, and added 40l. 
per annum to its income. About this time an election, replete with mifchief, had fo deranged the 
minds of men, as is too common on. ſach occaſions, that each party endeavoured to thwart the 
deſigns of the other. In this ſtruggle, thoſe in the oppoſite intereſt to the corporation ſecured the 
favour of recommending objects to this hoſpital on every vacancy, which heretofore had been given 
by the Chancellor to the corporation. 'The builder, during the conteſt for power, patched up the 
building in a way moſt conducive do his own intereſt ; ſold much timber, and the lead eſtimated 
at 1200l. and covered the part he left ſlanding (for he reduced the width nearly one third) with 
ſlates. He made up the now front wall, which before was a range of fine arched pillars on the 
. ſide of a ſpacious aile in the center of the building, with dirt, mortar, and ſtone rubbiſh. How- 
ever paradoxical. it may appear, it is now generally believed that the builder cleared upwards of 
1000l. by the job; the eſtimate was only about 400l. 
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This hoſpital hands in the Newark, Leiceſter, in a PRs re- 
tired and agreeable to old age. The preſent . was finiſhed 1 in 
1777. Over the door it is inſcribed, 

Founded | 
By Henry Earl of Lancaſter, 13313 'S, 3 
Rebuilt . 55 
* By George III. 1776. ONE | wy 

The King, as heir to the Lantaſter eſtates, has the ſole Kſpoſal of the 
places when vacant; and his deputy js the, Chancellor of the Dutchy 
of Lancaſter. The poor now are chiefly recommended. by the cor- 


poration, and, in general, thoſe hem they Petition for * are ap- | 
pointed, | 


The following arders, exemplified der the ſeal of the Datchy of 


Loncaſier in February 1 780, are in the cheſt of write ne to 
this hoſpital : 


An augmentation of 40l. a year bens ordered by the king? 8 woſt 
excellent Majeſty, to the uſe of this hoſpital: and the Dutchy 
Court having directed, that, after Lady-day, 1780, the regula- 

tions herein after mentioned ſhall take place, this paper is printed 
for the information of the foremen, Keoperd, 50 oe of This 
hoſpital. | 


It is ordered that the N annual ſums following (inſtead of of be- 
ing divided and paid as heretofore) ſhall, after Lady-day, 1780, be 
mage one common fund, for the 8 . herein after mentioned, | 


| LG SRP h 
The Michaelmas rents and gifts — 6 18 * 
The Lady- day rents and C1 K mn 
Lady Moyer's donation n — 20 0 0 
Mr. Holmes's donatioon —— i 45 0 0 
; 261 13 8 
N n e ge 


„ 
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Carried up 26m 13 5 
The . 8 money, livery money, lamp money, Half⸗ 


penny money, and ſixpenny money 23 6 6 
The old pay of 8d. a week to the eight keepers LA: 4. 
The old pay of 7d. a week to eighty poor — 121 6 8 

The old allowance for repairs „„ 4:00 
The like for fuel — 911 1 
Fs 
To the above muſt be added a ſaving made to the poor | 
in 1 776, by the voluntary bounty of the Dutchy Officers, 
in giving up all their fees and poundage, which till then 
had been paid to them out of the Dutchy allowance ever 

ſince the reign of Edward the VIth, amounting to the 

annual ſum of 14 15 9 
And his * s additional grant per at annum is 40 0 0 


— 5 


Making in the whole 488 1 11 0 


By the new orders, this ſum of 4881. 115. is directed, after Lady- 
day 1780, to be paid and applied as follows, viz. 


Weekly allowance. mul amount” 


To the eight keepers, for ſoap and waſhing o 1 8 4 6 8 
To the eight keepers 28. 4d. each, in lieu | 


of all other allowances and perquiſites o 18 8 -' 48 xo 8 

Tothe two women entitled to Mr. Biller's 2 

donation, and excluſively thereof, rod. each o x 8 46:3" 
To the remaining eighty poor, 18. Io. 

each — — + 6 8. 381 6 8 


— —— 


8 8 8. 438 16 8 
So that the um to be divided on Friday morning in 
every week is 81, 8s, 8d, waun amounts to 4.381. 108. 8d, 


e. 5201 30 25 5 8 
: Ppp | To 
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To an apothecary, to be appointed by the maſter, 
annually to viſit the poor in ſickneſs, and for n 


not to exceed | — ie e 
For fuel = — 7070, 
For lamps and candles, not to exceed * e ee 
To the foremen, for collecting the rents 7. 6d. at Lady- 

day, and 78. 6d, at Michaelmas — e 


And the remaining ſum of 231. 58. 4d. together with all 
ſaving of pay for vacant houſes three months after every 
vacancy, are to be kept as a fund by the maſter and aſſiſtants 
for the future repairs of the hoſpital! a 

Total as above 488 11 © 

N. B. All the reſt of the poor' s money 1s to be divided as e 
accuſtomed. 
It is alſo ordered, that all the rents and gifts ſhall be continued to 

be received by the foremen in the uſual manner; but they are to pay 
the ſame over to the chamberlains of Leiceſter for the time 229 to 
be carried to the account of the above fund. 4 

Item, the chamberlains are out of the ſaid fund to iſſue and pay the 
foremen the above ſum of Bl. 88. 8d. every Friday morning weekly, 
to be by them immediately diſtributed amongſt the keepers and the 
poor in manner abovementioned. 

Item, after every vacancy, the e, pay for the vacant houſes to 
be ſtopped for three calendar montbs, and applied towards the ex- 
pence of keeping the hoſpital in good repair. 7 

And laſtly, all the keepers and poor are, at their own expence, to 
keep i in good repair the windows, bedſteads, floors, ſhutters, parti- 


tions, doors, hinges, locks, and faſtenings, of their reſpective rooms or 


houſes (every one his or her own); and, in default thereof, the fore- 
men are to repair the ſame, and ſtop the expences out of the pay of 


the defaulters, to the intent the revenue of the hoſpital may not be 
| | charged 
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charged with the repairs of the rooms, . nor any one perſon contribute. 
to the expences of the repairs of the houſe of another perſon, but that 
every one of the keepers and poor may keep his or her room in the 
aforeſaid particulars in fit and decent repair.” 
In the chapel of this houſe. remains an old tomb, or monument, 
without an inſcription, repreſented in the plate facing page 275, 
probably brought from the collegiate church, which ſtood oppoſite 
to the hoſpital. In the common kitchen is a large bell-metal pot, 
called the Duke of Lancaſter's porridge-pot. It holds ſixty - one gallons, 
and was formerly uſed to make furmity in, on Aſh-Wedneſday, to 
ſell to the people of the town. In another room you are ſhewn a 
large old nutmeg-grater, called Queen Elizabeth's Pocket-piece. It is 
ornamented with a variety of devices, and on it is engraved ** ANN 
REGNI REOINA ELIZABETH ANGLIE, &c. On one fide, © Tuinket 
WEL, AND SAY WEL, BUT RATHER DO WEL;” on the other fide, 
% FLEE IDLENESS, AND BE WELL OCCUPIED, 1579.” On the bot- 
tom, THIS BELONGITH TO THE OLD OSPITAL IN LEICESTER.” 


WicsToN's HosPiTAL 


Ts ſituate at the Weſt end of St. Martin's church-yard, and was 
founded by William Wigſton, jun. in the reign of Henry VI. or 
VII. (a). It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St. Catharine, and St. 
Urſula. It is a regular building, with feparate apartments for the 
members of the hoſpital ; at one end is a neat chapel, and at the 
other the maſter's houſe. It conſiſts of a maſter, confrater, twelve 
men, and twelve women; by the rules of the houſe all ſingle. The 
ſtatutes, which were long, were confirmed by John, biſhop of Lincoln, 
in the year 1 5223 ſince altered £4 Henry, earl of gots in the 


(a) Mr. Carte ſays, a licence was obtained for the founding the hoſpital the 4th Henry: VIIL. 
and a confirmation the 6th. Speed ſays it was founded in the reign of Heary VII. and Burton 
des it towards the latter end of the reign of Henry VI, 


A lreign 
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_ reign of Elizabeth. Their pay about 3s. a week for the men, "aid 
2s. 64, for the women. The maſter's place is become a valuable 
finecure ſince the death of Mr. Jackſon, who refided, as the founder 
intended he ſhould do. He has the renewing of all leaſes. The 
value of the maſter's place cannot eafily be aſcertained. The con- 
frater has a houſe alſo to live in: his place 1 is eſtimated at & or ol. 
per annum. 

« William Wigſton, the founder, was merchant of the aple of 
Calais, and was choſen mayor of Leiceſter in 1498, and re-choſen the 
year following. When he had built it, he endowed it amply with 
divers manors and other lands, March 1, 1519. He had, before this, 
ſettled a maintenance for a chantry-prieſt in St. Martin's church for 
a certain term of years ; which when expired, he deſigned that the 
hoſpital ſhould be (if the revenue would thereunto extend) a maſter 
and three confraters ; but there was at firſt a maſter and one con- 
frater only, and ſo continues. 

By the ſtatutes which he gave ben he ordered that after the de- 
ceaſe of himſelf and his two brothers Thomas and Roger, upon any 
vacancy of the maſter or confraterſhip, the dean and chapter of the 
collegiate church of the Newark ſhould have power to chooſe and 

put into the vacant place a fit perſon, for one fortnight; which if 
they neglected to do in that ſpace, then the mayor of Leiceſter for 
the time being, with the four juſtices of the peace of the ſaid town, or 
at leaſt with the two ſenior juſtices, ſhould have the power for the 
next following fortnight to name, entruſt, and put a fit perſon into 
the place vacant; and in caſe of their negle&, then the like power 

was granted to the abbot for the next fortnight ; and, in caſe of his 
neglect, it reverted to the dean and chapter of Newark again for 
another fortnight, and then to the mayor and juſtices, and to the ab- 
bot, ſucceſſively, till the place was filled. He alſo ordered that the 
maſter and confrater ſhould conſtantly reſide within the precincts of 


the hoſpital, and not be abſent above yy wth in a year, unleſs upon 
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the affairs of the hoſpital, without leave of one of the canons of the 
Newark; with this proviſo, that the maſter and confrater ſhould never 
both beabſent at the ſame time one whole day and night. He al- 
lowed the maſter to have one benefice out of the town of Leiceſter, 
provided that he conſtantly reſided within the hoſpital ; but confined 
the confrater to his preferment in the hoſpital, ſo that if he had ahy 
other benefice with cure or without cure, or any farm or promotion 
whatſoever, he ſhould be deprived and expelled immediately. He 
alſo ordained that all fines and profits ariſing from the ſetting the lands 
and tenements ſhould be applied to the uſe of the hoſpital ; and that 
if either the maſter or confrater ſhould retain any of the ſad profits to 
his own uſe, he ſhould be expelled. Theſe, with other ſtatutes re- 
lating to the maſter, confrater, twelve men, and twelve women, 
were confirmed by John biſhop of Lincoln, Sept. 30, 1522, and by 
Richard Mawdely, S. T. B. archdeacon of Leiceſter, April 13, 1525. 
The hoſpital beingerected in the pariſh of St. Martin, on the Weſt 
fide of the church-yard, there was an indenture made between Richard 
Pekeſall, abbot, with his convent, and Sir Nicholas Wagſtaffe, vicar - 
of St. Martin's, and Sir William Fyſher, maſter, and Sir John 
Thorpe, confrater of the hoſpital, and the twenty-four poor people, 
whereby it was agreed that the vicar ſhall adminiſter the Sacrament to 
the ſaid poor, and viſit them as they do their other-pariſhioners when 
there is need, and bury their bodies in the church-yard when dead; 
that the ſaid poor ſhould be exempted from paying tithes, either pre- 
dial or perſonal ; that the abbot and vicar ſhall permit-the maſter and 
confrater to celebrate divine ſervice in the chapel, and not compel 
them to be preſent at divine ſervice at St, Martin's church or ehurch- 
yard, or to adminiſter the Sacrament to the pariſhioners, or to ſwear 
obedience to them ; that, at the death of any of the poor, no mortuary 
ſhould be demanded, but the maſter and confrater ſhould pay mortu- 
aries. It was alſo agreed, that, inſtead of tithes, oblations, and other 
parochial rights, due from the ſaid poor, the maſter ſhall every Eaſter 


eve, 
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eve, before noon, pay 6s. 8d. on the high altar of St. Martin's church, 
to be divided between the abbot and the vicar, and in caſe of failure 
or neglect ſhall forfeit 13s. 4d. to be divided between the abbot and 


vicar. And the parties above-named couſented that they ſhould be 


compelled to the obſervation of the premiſes by the biſhop of Lincoln, 
or his commiſſary, dated July 10, 1520; which compoſition was 
ratified by William biſhop of Lincoln, July 12, 1520, who, Jute I, 
1520, granted licence to have and adminiſter the Euchariſt in the 
chapel of the hoſpital, 24 Nb it was done without damage to the 
pariſh church (a). 8 0 


On a tablet in front of the maſter's houſe. 


* Hoc ædiſicium, a Gulielmo Wigſton conditum, enen erat ad A. D. 
1515; refectum & adauctum A. D. 1739, Joh. Jackſon magiſtro.” _ 


* John Herault, of St. Saviour, who was maſter of this hoſpital in 1612, in a 

letter which Mr. Carte ſaw, ſays that both King Edward VI. and Quen Mary 
granted letters of confirmation of the founder's gift; and Elizabeth, by letters 
patent, May 17, a. r. 14, granted liberty to any perſon to give lands, &c. to 
this hoſpital, and to declare the uſes for which he gave them, which the chap- 
Jains and poor were bound to obſerye ſo long as they enjoyed them z where- 
upon Henry earl of Huntingdon, minding not only the bettering the eſtate of 
the poor, but alſo the good information of the inhabitants of the town and 
ſhire of Leiceſter in the true knowledge of the Chriſtian religion, by his deed 
OR. 11, 18 Eliz. gave to the chaplains and poor ſeveral rent charges iſſuing 
out of the lands of the diſſolved abbey, amounting to 661. 18. 44. ; and Oct. 11. 


18 Eliz. by another deed, declared that his purpoſe was, that the maſter of the _ 


hoſpital ſhould yearly receive the ſaid rents, and pay to the maſter of the free- 
ſchool 101, and to the confrater of the hoſpital 3ol. on condition that the con- 

frater be a continual refident preacher in the town of Leiceſter, and that he 
preach in the church of St. Martin's every Sunday afternoon. in the year, ex- 
cept he be fick, or that the church be occupied by any other preacher, &c. , 

alſo that the maſter of the hoſpital ſhould pay 10). towards finding of conain 
| ſcholars, which ſet their minds to become preachers in the church of England, 
Viz. 10 two ſcholars, the one of Cambridge, and the other of Oxford, to each 


(a) Leiceſterſhire Colleione. Jl 
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31. who are to enjoy the ſame ſive years and no longer; and to two other 
ſcholars born in Leiceſter town or ſhire of poor parents, thought meet to be- 
come preachers, and able to be taught in ſome of the forms of the ſchoolmaſter, 
and whoſe parents ſhall promiſe that by their good-will they ſhall ſtudy to be 
preachers, to each of them 40s. for five years only, and then one of them to 
go to Cambridge, and the other to Oxford, and there to. have the exhibition 
of 31. a year in manner aforeſaid. The maſter and confrater upon any va- 
cancy to chooſe z or, if they diſagree, the mayor of Leiceſter, with one of 
them, to chooſe within one month; or if they do not, then the earl's heirs to 
appoint one within a month after their default. He ordains alſo, that the 
maſter of the hoſpital pay 61. 138. 4d. to the twenty-four poor, to be divided 
among them; or elſe to buy twelve gowns of frieze yearly, for ſuch of the 
poor as have not liveries that year, by order of the founder ; and the maſter fot 
his care to take to himſelf the reſidue of the regts, being iol. a year (a). 


In the 14th Eliz. the queen gave authority to the heir of the 
Duchy, and the Attorney-General, to make ſtatutes for the govern- 
ment of the houſe, which are many and wholeſome ; tending to good 
order, and cleanlineſs in particular. _ 

In 1656, John Whatton, Eſq. who has a monument to hs me- 
mory in St. Martin's chancel, gave ſeven pounds per annum, payable 
out of the Shire-hall cloſe, for the maintenance of an additional poor- 
widow. Her pay is 28. 6d. per week. | 


«6 The allowance to the poor, beſides -wood, coal, ſalt, oatmeal, 
gowns, &c, was at the foundation 8d, a week to the men, and 7d. to 
nine of the women, and to three women, who were nurſes, 8d. ; aud 
it continued the ſame at the making the ſecond ſtatutes, 14 Eliz. But 
ſince then, as the rents increaſed, it has from time to time been aus 
mented. | 8185 
„In 1656, one of the poor women, who had been e 
years in the houſe, depoſed that when ſhe came firſt the women had 
11d. a week, and that Dr. Clarke added 3d. a week to each of them. 
In 1661, the weekly payment was 11. 148. 8d. ; in 1662, it was 
2l. 6s. ; in 1668, 21. 108.; in 1674, 21. 148. 3 in 1677, al. 18s.; in 
r681, 3b; and ſo continued. | | 


| 9 « Ia. 
(a) Mr. 8 1 Colleios | 
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60 . 1721, it was 3l. 88. or 28. 10d. a week to each of the poor, - 

« In this chapel are many fragments of painted glaſs,. 
In the North and South windows, the twelve RET and $6 
Peter with the cock very diſtinguiſhable. K 


4 In the Eaſt window 1 15 the rebus of Wigfton ; ; and 'on five ſeparate , 
| lights the following. remains of an inſcription : | 


tua mera charitate. 
Fundatoris et. 9 


aunt ooo» | 
Caleſie majorem 


1c eee 


«© On a ſmall glaſs circle, over an eagle with expanded wings, 
Sit laus Deo (a). b 


« On the braſs ſelvage of a — on the floor in the chapel of 
the hoſpital, with a very neat effigies on braſs in the midſt : 

— Domini ill'mi Fpfher, primi magifrihujug hoſpital, quod 
etelluꝰ fuit per licenciam regiam, et anno gracie 147 3, per virum celeberimu* mercatorem 
. Sm Wil. Wigſton, fautorem ſacerdotum et pauperum benefaitorem, et quater Stapule 
Caliſie majorem ; et p'pter e us meritum preſtet ſibi Deus eternum premium. Amen.” 
Under his figure. in braſs, * oc ſolum nudu” ſupeſt oak * | 

On each fide of his head, * Kefp' finem.” 


On a narrow white marble on the floor, 


| „ Vie jacet Cirilia, . . . - + - - .' . armigeri, dus oblit anno "Domini 2478. 
Cujus anime miſezeatur Deus, Amen. Keſpice finem.” 
« On a monument on the South-weſt wall, behind the pulpit-door: 
* Præco & confrater poſt annos ſexque decemque | 
Galfridus Jhonſon religione pius. | 4 Tn 
Prole quater gemina poſt fata ſuperſtite, fatis e 
/  Succubit ſtrati terra fit iſta loco. | IS 
Anno 7 1,8 5. . Wan uroris, & Robert fratris jus?” 95 
5 ; Be On 


(a) Some of thats, ww other 8 pln ga inte cope, we ahead inthe 
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On the South · eaſt wall this inſeription: 


Parum tacende, nec nud pulveris 
Cæco cubili; ge (Clarki) tua 
Vocalis, ecce ! paries fio, enten 
Pium tibi nomen eloqui perennidùs. 

In te uno deſideratiſſima quæque amiſimus, 
Theologum quam ſcientiſſimum, 

Nee loquentem tamen fed viventem magna; 
Civem, vicinum, amicum, ope, conſilio, fide, 
Nemini non utilem. 

Porro, quodcunque tibi contigit lateritium, 
Cum Cæſare marmoreum xeliquiſti. 

Hoc ſenſit Hertingfordburienſis pagus ; 
Hoc Templum ibidem, hoc ædes rectoriæ, 

Hoc & homines ſenſère; 

Nec ſenfit minus hoc ipſum Ptochotrophium : 

Cui ornando, avgendo in omnibus 
Benefaciendo, operam impendiſti maximam. 
Cum te omnes plorent, tum omnium maxime n 

Chariſſima conjux Anna, ex ex inclyti Harriſonorum, 
de Balls apud Hertfordienſes familia oriunda : 
Quæ, memoriz ergo, quam colit ſanQiflime 
E marmore me indicem fecit. 
Obüt 19 Octob. ann. Sal. rep, 1684, 
Etat. 52.” 


The NAMES > the Mavsrans ! in Succeſſion. 


William F yſher the firſt maſter, 1514, died about 1 5 Wit 
| Brown died in 1 560.—N icholas Harwar in 1 567. — Thomae Sampſon 8 
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in 1589.—Nathaniel Sampſon in 1611. John Herault. Samuel 
Clarke, D. D.— William Chilling worth, M. A. ſucceeded in the 16th 
of Charles the Firſt. — John Meredith, D. D. by patent from the king, 
19 Charles J, whoſe place was ſopplied by Job- Grey, nothmated by 
the parliament ib 1646.—Richaid - Lee was in poſſeſſion in 1650 
aud 1651; and Dr. Meredith reſtored. in 166. Richard Clarke, 
M. A. died iu the office, in 1684. — John Pyke obtained the patent 
in November 1684 — Hardwick died "maſter in 1717-18.—Samuel 
Clarke, D. D. ſucceeded, and died in 17929 John Jackſon, from 
the confraterſhip, ſucceeded; and died in 1763 — William Rawſtorne, 
M. A. in 1763 and the preſent maſter, the Rev. F. H. W. Corne- 
wall, canon of Windſor, in 1783. - 
4 Tan Ludlam ' is the preſent Confrater.. a 


w 
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Stande at the extremity of the Southern part of Leiceſter, and is re- 
preſented facing this page in two points of view. It was built in 1771, 
by voluntary ſubſcription, and opened the fame year for the reception 
of patients, ſick and lame, from any, country. | It was powerfully re- 
commended to the conſideration. of the opulent, as 1 have obſerved in 
page 196, by the late Dr. Watts, and its wholeſome laws digeſted 
by Dr. Vaughan; who received the thanks of the firſt general 
meeting of the ſubſcribers, in terms the moſt flattering and honour- 

able. 

Officers appointed at the efablifment of this houſe were: Preſi- 
dent, His Grace the Duke of Montague. Vice-Preſidents, the Earls 
of Huntingdon, Stamford, Harborough; Lords Viſcount Wentworth 
and Maynard; Viſitor, the Right Rev, the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln ; 
Phyſicians, Dr. Vaughan and Arnold; Treaſurer, Joſeph Bunney, | 
Efq-; Auditors, Samuel Oliver, and Henry Coleman,  Eſqrs. 

The ſurgeons of Leiceſter attend iy FAST eee 
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On Wedneſday, Sept. 11, 1771, being the day 3 for open - 
ing the Leiceſter · Infirmary, about half paſt ten in the forenoon, the 
Governors, attended by the biſhop of Lincoln, formed a proceſſion to 
St. Martin's church; upon their entrance into which, a grand overture 
was played; and, during intervals in the church-ſervice, ſeveral ſelect 
pieces were performed from the Mxss1an, by the moſt capital per- 
formers from London and other parts of the kingdom. After which 
the biſhop of Lincoln preached a ſuitable ſermon on the occaſion, 
from St. Mark, chap. 1, and the former part of the 34th verſe: 
% And he healed many that were ſick of divers diſeaſes.” The ſer- 
vice concluded with the Coronation- Anthem. Divine ſervice being 
ended, the Biſhop, attended by the Governors and an amazing num- 
ber of decent ſpectators, went to the Infirmary, which they opened 
with great ſolemnity, and admitted therein one patient. From the 
Infirmary the gentlemen returned to the Three Cranes, and the ladies 
to the Three- Crowns, -where genteel ordinaries were provided for 
them. The collection at the church-doors, which was made by lady 
Robinſon, and the lady of Anthony James Keck, Eſq. amounted 
(including the admiſſion tickets) to 2331. 148. 104d. - 

In the evening there'was a grand concert at the New Aſſembly- 
Room, to the molt brilliant company that had ever met there on any 
former occaſion. The firſt violin was played by Mr. Fiſher ; the 
hautboy ſolos by Mr. Fiſcher, and the ſongs by Mr. Vernon and Mrs. 
Barthelemon, attended by a large band of gentlemen performers; and 
the band of muſic belonging to the Blues. The whole was conducted 
by Joſeph Cradock, Eſq. and the Rev. Mr. Jenner. The admittance- 
tickets into the concert amounted to 98l. 10s. 

—— gentlemen, in the moſt ſpirited manner, continued the anni- 
verſaries for the benefit of the inſtitution ; and at one of them the band 
was ſo great and excellent, that a capital London performer obſerved, 
that if the * Handel had been living, and preſent on the occaſion, 


Qqqz. | he 
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he would ave Acetat that then was the firſt time bis Te Deus | 


was performed agreeable to the ſublimity of bis conceptious. 


The following are ſome of the names of thoſe noblemen and gentle- 
men who were the firſt aud greateſt bene factors to the Infirmary-: 
Shuckburgh Afhby, Eſq. 3ool, Joſeph: Cradock, Eſq- of Leiceſter, 

1ccl. Sir Woſtan Dix'e, Bart. ol. John Darker, Eſq. 3cal. Charles 
Jennens, Eſq. lool. Anthony James Keck, Eſq. 3o0l. and 5ook. left 


to him by his mother to be diſpoſed: of to | charitable uſes. Sir John 


Palmer, Bart. 3ocl. . James Pack * 1001. Sir George Robiu- 


ſon 100l. 


Annual ſums: Ih W Eſq. rol. 10s. Sir Thomas Cave, 
Bart. 10l. 108. Joſeph Cradock, Eſq. of Gumley, 10h. 1cs. Right 
Hon. the Earl of Denbigh, 211. Right Hon. the Counteſs of Denbigh, 
10]. 108. Right on. the Earl of Huntingdon, 201. Charles Jennens, 
Eſq. ol. 10s. His Grace the duke of Montague, 20l. Right Hon- 


Lord Maynard, 10l. 16s. Samuel Phillips, Efq. 10l. 108. and a pift of 


gel. Henry Palmer, 10l. 10s. Right Hon. the earl of Stamford, 20l. 
Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Wentworth, 151. 1586. Mrs. M. Wigley, 
10l. 108. And Mrs. Anne Wigley, Fol. and al. 2s. per annum, &c. 


An additional wing was ordered to be added to the building ſor 


lunatics, June 26, 1781. This meaſure was ſtrongly recommended 


by Dr. Vaughan, a a legacy of 10091. was left for that purpoſe by 
the late Mrs. Topp. The building was completed i in. conſequence, but 
it has never yet been opened for the reception of thoſe for whom it 


was erected. It ſtands a uſeleſs and diſgraceful pile; it is hoped, not 


by negligence or perverſion. Other bequeſts for the purpoſe of its 5 
being opened have been received, one of which was left by the late 


Mrs. Ann Wigley, amounting to 2001. This building ſtands at the 
| Weſt end of the Infirmary, and now ſerves wy to defray, 5 the 2 | 
' metry of the South front. s 
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mn Spe b 1788, the biſhop of Lincolh orached at St. Martin's, at 
the Infirmary meeting, and ſigniſied his Majeſty's gracious intention of 
giving to that charity, from the fale of Thurnby eſtates, which be- 
longed to the Whatton family, 2000l. 3 per cent. conſols.. with in- 
tereſt from the year 1; $2. At that meeting, it appeared that there had 
been receive” by legacies,” beuefactions, ſubſcriptions, &c. &c. fince 
its opening, the ſum of 23.5481. 14s. gd. Out of which ſum there 
then remained 379l. 13s. 83d. And that there had been cured, 
In- patients 3384. Out- patients 1320, in all 4704. In- patients re- 


lieved 399. Out- patients 40, iu alk 800, which make together, 


cured and relievod 5504. 


— 


ConsangumnirARIVAG 5 


This i isa building. of ſtone, finiſhed this preſent year 1792, named. 
by aud erected at the expence. of John, Johuſon, Eſq. a uative of this 


| place, now an eminent banker iv London. As I have given an en- 
graving of this building, I. need not deſcribe it ' particularly as to its 
form, It ſtands in Southgate- ſtreet; near the water-houſe pump, 
partly ſcreened by the houſes which bound the ſtreet... 


Mr. Johnſon has not,. at preſent, obliged the world with his inten- 
tions. reſpecting it; but the prevailing opinion is, that he intends 


opening it as an hoſpital. or an aſylum for his kindred (while any can 
be found needy and worthy objects), as the name ems to import 
Farther, a report prevails that he intends endowing it with the build- 
ings he erected ſome years fince near it,.on the ſpot he was born, Theſe 
houſes are occupied by genteel families, and. are repreſented on the 


ſame plate. 


The rooms of the hoſpital are neat and 3 The win⸗ 
dows are glazed with beautiful ſtained glaſs. Each dwelling has a 


room on the ground - floor, and a chamber over it. 


While Mr. Le is e more nme with thaw, be ſaid, 


5 E C- 


, n err, 


s EOGFT ten w.. 


Tun EARLS or anten SES 
as From Mr STAVELEY* s MS. 


AR. Campes; in his excellent . Britannia,” fays, . Lei- 
VI ceſterſhire has been more famous from time to time, by reaſon 
that the earls thereof have been very renowned ; for, under the Saxons 
government, Leiceſter had earls by inheritance. Arid ſeeing that the 
city of Leiceſter was ſituated almoſt in the middle of the kingdom of 
Mercia, and, as it were, the metropolis of that kingdom, as that was 
the moſt ſpacious and potent kingdom in the Heptarchy ; ſo the earls 
of Leiceſter we find frequently {tyled, or called, Earls of Mercia. 
And Mr. Burton, in his Deſcription of Leiceſterſhire, when he comes 
to ſpeak of the earls of Leiceſter, of which he gives us the names and 
deſcents only, ſays thus: Of the old earldom of Leiceſter, 1 may 
(under favour) uſe this enlogium, that, for antiquity, territories, 
caſtles, dominions, monaſteries, colleges, foreſts, chaces, parks, 
manors, tendencies, demeſnes, ſervices, lands, great command, and 
delicate ſeats, it was in no ſort inferior to the chiefeſt earldoms in the 
land. ” But of all this the reader himſelf may be pleaſed to judge, 
from thaſe remarks of the earls of Leiceſter, which from the moſt 
| authentic records, hiſtories, and evidences, we come now to exhibir ; ; 
and 1 in the catalogue of theſe earls we muſt begin with | 


Lrorxick, A, D. 716. 


Adet is the frſt earl of Leiceſter which we find occur, ad af whom 
we have any, notice tranſmitted to us by record or hiſtory. He was a 
7 Ry aan, 
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Saxon, and all that we ſind of him is this; that when Ethelbald, a 
king of the Mercians, founded and endowed the famous abbey of 
Crowland, in Lincolnſhire, this Leofrick, earl of Leiceſter, ſigued 
as a witneſs, amongſt others, according to the Saxon mode of affixing 


eroſſes, to the foundation charter of that abbey, exemplified by lu» 
gulphus 3 and that he left his ſon and ſucceſſor, 


i 


ALGAR, 


Of this Algar, earl of Leiceſter, we find nothing more, but FI, he 
left his ſon and ſueceſſor, e 


— 


ALOAR. 


"YE 


This Algar, ſecond of the name, left ciothing metnorable, but o 
ſon, the inheritor of the earldom, called 


Lor Ric, 


And of this F we find nothing more but that he was the 
father of 


LxOrwixx. 


Of this . earl of Leiceſter, I find, he left three ſons, Leo- 
frick, Norman, and Edwin, Of theſe, Leofrick fucceeded his fa- 
ther in this earldom ; Norman the ſecond ſon, was a great companion 
and friend to Edrick Streona, who in hiſtory appears ſo famous, or 
rather infamous for his treachery to king Edmund Ironſide ; and, with 
this Edrick, Leofwine was ſlain by Canutus, and more lamented 
had he been, ſays my author, 'if he had not ſo fallen with ſuch bad 
company: Edwin, the third ſon, appears a witneſs, ſiguing with 
his elder brother Leofrick to a charter of king Canutus, of 5 


by him granted to the monks of Crowland. 


LzO RICE, 


wo ; IMS: HUSFOLY 


-LeorRick, A. D. 1018. | 

: Leofrick, the ſon of Leofwine, in t the time of king Ethelred, was 
re earl by king Canute. As he was earl of cr, ſo ſome- 
times he was called duke of Mercia, and ſometimes carl of Hereford, 
as alſo ſometimes earl of Cheſter ; and that might be by reaſon of his 
reſidence at certain times at thaſe places; it being not unuſual in 
former times to call thoſe perſons Earls of fuch places whereat they 
did reſide, as may appear in thoſe ef Steighull, Arundel, Tutbury, 
Chicheſter, and others, though they were Earls of other counties, or 
places, in or near whereunto thoſe caſtles where they lived then ſtood. 

Upon the death of king Canute, there being no ſmall controverſy 
amongſt the great ones, touching the ſucceſſion to the crown, this 
Leofrick, with other principal perſons, advanced Harold Harfuot, ſon 
of Canutus, to the throne ; and upon the death of Hardicanute, he 
was one of the chief that raiſed king Edward Confeffor (at that time 
in Normaudy) to the crown. 

This earl Leofrick was a perſon of Fügülar ay; and about che be- 
ginning of the Confeflor's reign he founded the great monaſtery at Co · 
ventry, endowed it with tweuty · four lordſhips, and fo much enriched 

it with goods, and ornaments, that no religious houſe in England 
could ſhew ſo much gold, ſilver, Precious ſtones, and jewels, as were 
in this. Nay, W. Malmeſbury affirms that it was ſo enriched, that 
Robert de Limeſie, biſhop of Coventry, in the time of king William | 
Rufus, ſcraged, from one beam that ſupported the ſhrines, 500 marks 

of filver; and Egelnoth, archbiſhop, of Canterbury, in his return from 
Rome, hought at Pavia the arm of the great St. Auguſtine, for 1o0 
talents of ſilver and one of gold, and lent it to this monaſtery, which. | 
precious relick was. there long kept in a ſilver ſhrine, : 
This earl married Godiva, a beautiful and virtuous lady, who, bear- 
105 an eee allection to the city of Coventry, earneſtly ſolicited 


Leofrick, ; 


or LEICESTER. 7.5" a 


Leofrick, 1 huſband, that he would make that city free from cer” 
tain burdens and ſervitudes, to which then it was ſubject; from 
which he ſeemed much averſe, and ſhe prefling him the more, that 
he might quite put her off, told her at laſt, that he was reſolved not 
to do it, except ſhe would ride on horſeback naked from one end of 
the town. to the other ; to which condition ſhe conſented, and upon a 
day appointed, got upon an horſe naked, with her hair looſe, ſo that 
it covered all her body, but her legs, and ſo rode quite through the 
city, returning with joy to her huſband, who thereupon granted to 
the city a charter of freedom: but which, whether it was a kind of 
manumiſſion from ſome fervile tenures, cuſtoms, and exactions, as 
Jorvallenſis intimates ; or a freedom from all manner-of toll, except 
horſes (becauſe the lady's horſe neighed, forſdoth, as ſhe rode naked 
on him), as the vulgar tradition 1s, I ſuppoſe it not neceſſary in this 
place to examine. But, for other remarks, touching this noble earl 
and his lady, the reader is referred to the induſtrious Sir W, Dugdale, 
whio is not ſparing therein, and ſo we only add, that he died, in his 
own town of Bromelage, A. D. 1057, and was honourably interred in 
the abbey that he founded, leaving to ſucceed him his ſon 


ALGAR. 

This Algar, earl of Leiceſter, for ſome miſdemeanor, was baniſhed 
by king Edward the Confeſſor: but ſome time after coming over into 
England, with the aſſiſtance of Griffin, Prince of Wales, he ſo be- 
haved himſelf, and carried the matter, that reconciliation was made 
between the king and him, and Algar reſtored to his earldom; and, 
not long after dying, was buried in the great monaſtery at Coventry, 
leaving iſſue two ſons, Edwin his ee and Morcar carl of 
Northumberland. oo | | 
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E PD WIN. 


Edwin, ſon of Algar, comes next in play. He was a right noble ET 


and virtuous perſon; deſerved better fortune than he found : for, after, 
duke William of Normandy had conquered and flain king Harold, 
this Edwin, with his brother Morcar, with fome other Engliſh, diſ- 
daining a foreign yoke, raiſed forces to oppoſe the conqueror : Mor- 
car betook himſelf to the iſle of Ely, where he was beſieged by the 
Norman ; and Edwin, whilſt he was buſy in gathering forces to re- 
lieve his brother, was betrayed by ſome of his own followers, againſt 
whom, valiantly defending himſelf, he loſt his life; which being - 
told the Conqueror, he compaſſionately wept for the death of ſo brave 
a man in ſuch a treacherous manner, - baniſhing all thoſe that be- 
trayed him, inſtead of rewarding them as they expected. Of any 
ifſue, or wife, that this Edwin ſhould have, we find nothing: fo 
that this noble line became thus extin& ; and ws next inveſted with 
this earldom was 


RopneRT DE BELLOMONT, 


A Norman, he was ſon of Roger de Bellomont, Lord of Pont- 
Audemare ; and firſt, after the death of Hugh, varl of Mellent, he 
obtained the earldom- of Mellent, in right of his mother Adeline, 
fiſter and heir of the ſaid Hugh : and, being a faithful adherer to king 
Henry the Firſt, againſt his brother Curthoſe, he was thereupon 
advanced to this earldom of Leiceſter, and with many other gifts 
greatly enriched by the king. He is charaQtered to have been a very 
wiſe, courteous, and ingenious man, vaſtly rich in poſſeſſions, both in 
Eugland, and in Normandy, but greatly afflicted in his latter time, 
by reaſon of his young ſecond wife's too great familiarity with another 
potent lord. One paſſage of him, a little before his death, I cannot 
eee | | ; omit, 
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omĩt. That being required by his confeſſor to make a reſtitution of 
what he had gotten wrongfully from any man, he anſwered, If I 
do ſo, what ſhall I leave my ſons?” To whom his confeflor re- 
plied, . Let them be content with their ancient and juſt inheritance, 
and what you have lawfully gotten for them, and -do you reſtore the 
reſt, otherwiſe your ſoul will go to hell.“ Nay (quoth he), I will 
rather give all to my ſons, and they ſhall do works of mercy for the 
health of my ſoul.” But it ſeems he would not altogether truſt to that 
neither, for, he rebuilt the church of our lady within the caſtle of Lei- 
ceſter, (noticed, page 217.) 

This earl left three ſons, Robert, Waleran, and Hugh, * a 
daughter named Elizabeth, who was a concubine of king Henry I. 
Of his ſons, Robert ſucceeded him in the-earldom of Leiceſter ; and 
Waleran (theſe two being twins) in the catldom of Mellent, Hugh, 
ſurnamed Pauper, was made earl of Bedford, but, being a very careleſs, 
_ negligent perſon, he fell from the dignity of an earl, to the ſtate of a 
Faint, and at laſt to moſt miſerable poverty and beggary. 


RoBERT Bossv, ' 


Robert Bellomont, ſirnamed Boſſu, ſucceeded, as it is ſaid before, 
his father in the earldom of Leiceſter, and all his lands and poſſeſſions 
in England; and followed his father's ſteps in adhering to king 
Henry I. on all occaſions ; very truſty and ferviceable for ſome time 
alſo was he to king Stephen, and in his great quarrel took the biſhops 
of Saliſbury and Lincoln priſoners ; but afterwards, falling off to the in- 
tereſt of Henry Fitz-Empreſs, he was by him made Lord Chief Juſtice 
of England, but, being as it ſeems an inconſtant man, at laſt he flung 
out into rebellion againſt this king; but, not proſpering in his diſloyal 
attempts, he was taken priſoner by the king's forces, and then having 
leiſure to repent, after ſome reconciliation made, he ſet himſelf, in 
ſome meaſure, to expiate his former crimes by ſome pious and reli- 

o „„ - my 
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gious acts; which were great and many, and far beyond thoſe of his 
father, For, by the confent of Alexander, biſhop of Lincoln, he 
founded that opulent and ſtately abbey for canons regular of St. Au- 
guſtine's order, called De Pratis, in the ſuburbs of Leiceſter, in ho- 
nour of the Aſſumption of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and amply endowed, 
it; partly with the poſſeſſions which his father had beſtowed on thoſe 
ſecular canons by him founded i in the caſtle of Leiceſter, as hath been 
faid before, but with much more of his own proper gift. 

(Leiceſter Abbey is noticed p. 281.) 

He alſo founded the abbey of Gerenden, in the county of Leiceſter, 
for Ciſtertian or White Monks ; and the monaſtery of Nuneaton, in 
the county of Warwick, for nuns: as alſo the priory of Luffield, in 
the county of Northampton, for monks of St. Benedict's order; all 
which have been endowed liberally with lands and revenues. 

He was alſo a ſpecial benefactor to the monks of St. Ebrulf, at 
Utica, in Normandy, freeing them from paying of tithes. for their 
lands in Leiceſterſhire, as well in the Foreſt of Leiceſter as elſewhere, 
acquitting them from herbage and paunage for their hogs : he alſo 
gave them nine burgeſſes within the walls of Leiceſter, and five with- 
out, with the tithes of all his own demeſne lands in that town: alſo 
the churches of Glenfeld and Belgrave ; the chapels of Kirby and 
Braunſton, and two yard land, with tithes and other appurtenances, 
in Yrkinſton. He gave them alſo two parts of the ' tithes of the two 
halls in Humberſton, and one yard land; and alſo the tithes of the 
whole demefnes in Evington, Ygwardby, Sileby, Thorp-Ernald, 
Brentingſby, Waltham, Wikingeſton, and Houtheby. 

Io the abbey of Lira, in Normandy, he gave the church of War- 
| ham, and one hide of land there; as alſo the church of Hinckley, 
with the chapels of Stoke and Dedlington, in com. Leic.; the 
church of Eaton, with the chapel of Attelburgh, com. Warw.; the 
church of Sibbeſdume, with the chapels of Widerdeſley, Atretune, 


Huptone, and Draitone ; and NA the church of Hecham, with the 
| | chapel 
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chapel of Lindley, in com. Leic.; whereupon che monks of Lira made 
Hinckley a cell to that foreign monaſtery. | 

To the monks of Bec, in Normandy, he gave- the lordſhip of 
Chinchebiricxk. 

To the nuns of Godſtow, in com. Oxon. he gave three pounde 
per annum in Halſo. To the canons of Sulby, com. Northt. he 
granted fuel for their fire out of his woods called Ighey, as much as 
they could carry with one cart twice every day, from Eaſter till 
Michaelmas; with freedom of toll for whatſoever they ſhould buy or 
ſell in the market of Leiceſter; and to the Knights Templars he 
gave a mark, yearly rent, out of the mill at Scheravene. 

Amicia, the lady of this earl, became nun, at Nuneaton, and there 
died and was interred. The earl her huſband, by her conſent, took 
the habit of a canon regular in his abbey of Leiceſter; and, after he 
lived in that quality for fifteen years, he there died in that habit, and 
was buried on the South fide of the choir ; but there ſeems a little dif- 
ficulty to reconcile all this, in regard it appears, by ſeveral authorities 
and inſtances, that he exerciſed ſecular employments for the greateſt 
part of that time, and that he died Juſtice of England: therefore it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, that, though he afſumed.the habit of a canon in that 
abbey ſo long before, whereby he had the more immediate benefit, or 
hoped ſo at leaſt, of all the devout ſuffrages, faitings, and alms, of 
that regular convent, yet, for the better ſervice of the public, con- 
ſidering the eminent place of judicature wherein he tat, he was diſ- 
penſed with, as to the ſtrict obſervance of the rule, in being Sloiſtergth 
as others were. 

And that a dereliction of a religious profeſſion, either totally or 
temporary, hath been practicable upon ſome great occaſion, is very. 
evident from ſeveral inſtances in hiſtory ; as a noble houſe in France, 
now ſurnamed Archiveſque, that is, Archbiſhop, returned by diſpen- 
ſation to be a temporal man. As it is ſaid that the antient family of. 


the Monks, | in regard one of that family having been. heretofore a 
mouk, 


- — — 


in the houſe. 
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monk by profeſſion, did, by ſuch - a diſpenſation to continue his 
houſe, return to a temporal ſtate. But, to name no more, this 


county and this abbey were the ſcene of an extraordinary precedent in 


this argument, and that was in Stephen Segrave, who, in his younger 


years, was ſhaven a prieſt, in the abbey of Leiceſter ; but, that fettered 
life not ſo well ſuiting with his aſpiring and active genius, he got him- 
ſelf diſcharged there, applying himſelf to ſtate - employ ments, where- 
upon he was firſt knighted, and by degrees arrived to the greateſt ho- 
nours an doffices in*the kingdom: but, living in a time of evil govern- 
ment. he became much hated, the public miſcarriages being ĩimputed 
unto him, iuſomuch that a great inſurrection was made, and outrages 
committed againſt him, wherein his manor-houſe, at Segrave, in the 
county of Leiceſter (Which was a very ſtately thing, as Matthew 
Paris ſays) was burnt down, and his goods and proviſions there, to a 
great value, deſtroyed. Upon this, Stephen, for his ſafety, the king 
being alſo made incenſed againſt him, took ſhelter again in the abbey of 
Leiceſter, where he had his crown ſhaven again, and became a canon 
But, the times ſettling to be more quiet and peaceable, 
out he comes again, and, applying himſelf to the king's ſervice, be- 
came a great favourite; but at laſt, in old age, when he had taſted 
ſufficiently of both fortunes, and of the vanities of the world, he re- 


turns once more to the repoſe of his religious houſe, and there dies a 
canon regular, But now to return, having here alſo interred Robert 
Boſſu, his ſon and ſucceſſor in the earldom of Leiceſter was 


RoBERT BLANCHMAINS. 


Robert "EY was commonly called Blanchmains, by aka of 
his white hands; he was a ſtrong adherent to young Henry, whom 
king Henry the Second had crowned in his life-ime, in his rebellion 


againſt his father. He borrowed what money he could, and got 
| leave to go beyond ſen ; and, though he then made auth to be loyal to 


the 
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the king, yet, when he got thither, he did all the miſchief he could 
on behalf of young Henry : whereupon the king marched with great 
forces to his caſtle of Breteuil, in Normandy, whence he fled, 
and ſet it on fire. The king alſo, about that time, appointed thoſe 
who ſtood for him in England, to beſiege the town of Leiceſter ; for 
the Earl's ſoldiers there had ſorely infeſted the country adjacent, and, 
taking advantage of an invaſion which the king of Scots had then made 
into Northumberland, they marched to Northampton under the con- 
duct of Anchitel Mallore, at that time governor of Leiceſter, and after 
a-ſharp fight with the burgers there, wherein they ſlew two hundred, 
they returned to Leiceſter with the plunder of that town, And, not 
long after this, the Scots king, taking opportunity from thoſe diſtur- 
bances, ſent his brother David to take part with the Earl's ſoldiers ! in 
Leiceſter; but, before the Scots could reach thither, Reginald, earl of 
Cornwall, and Richard Lucy, had entered the town, thrown down 
the ſtrong and. almoſt impregnable walls thereof, and burnt. almoſt: 
all of it, except the caſtle : and Robert, having had intelligence beyond. 
ſea what danger his men were in here, haſted to Flanders, and. 
thence into England, with a great power of Normans and Flemings ;. 
and, landing at Walton, in Suffolk, he attempted the caſtle there, but 
in vain: thereupon he marched to Hagenet, took that caſtle, aud 
burnt it, and thence to Framlinghain caſtle, the ſeat of the earl of, 
Norfolk ; but that proving a tough piece, he reſolved ſtraight for 
Leiceſter, leaving St. Edmundſbury- on his left hand; and, as he. was 
paſſing over Farnham Marſh, not far. from St. Genoveſe church, he 
was encountered by Reginald, earl of Cornwall, William, earl of 
Arundelt, Humphrey Bohun, and others of the king's friends, and, 
after a ſore fight. his army was routed, and. himſelf and his counteſs 
taken priſoners :. his counteſs wearing a ring on her finger, with a 
ſtone of great value in it, threw it into a river, that her enemies 
might not have it. After this diſaſter; the earl was ſent to the king 
in Normandy, who impriſoned him, aud the earl of Cheſter, at 


Falois ;; 
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Filois : and the Hag {vine time after returning into England, brought 
the Earl a priſoner with him, and took into his hands the Earl's 


caſtles - of Leiceſter, Mountſorrel, and Groby. But afterwards, in | 


the year 1177, in that great council, then held at Northampton, the 
Earl was received into the king's favour, and reſtored to all his lands 
and poſſeſſions, except the caſtles of Mountſorrel, in com. Leiceſter, 
and Pacy, in Normandy ; and, ſurviving king Henry, he ſtood in 
good favour with king Richard the Firſt, who ſoon reſtored to him 
all his other caſtles and lands that were detained, appointing him to 
carry one of his ſwords of ſtate at his coronation, After this, he took 
, a pilgrimage to Jeruſalem, having firſt confirmed all his father's gifts, 

and acts of charity and devotion ; but died in his return home, and 
was buried at Duraz, in Greece. He took to wife Petronel, daughter 
of Hugh de Grentimeſnel, a Norman, baron of Hinckley, and Lord 
High Steward of England, with whom he had the whole honour of 
Hinckley, and ſtewardſhip of England. He left iflue three ſons, 
Robert, commonly called Fitz-Parnel, i. e. the ſon of Parnel, or 
Petronel ; Roger, biſhop of St. Andrew's, in Scotland : and William, 
a leper, founder of the hoſpital of St. Leonard, at Leiceſter, and two 
davghters, Amicia, and Margaret, of whom I ſhall have occafion to 
ſay ſomething oma de In the cartdom he was ſucceeded by 
his ſon, N 6 


RoBERT Firz-PARNEL. 


This Robert Fitz-Parnel, being at Meſſina, in to in his jour- 
ney to the Holy Land, was inveſted into this his father's earldom of 
Leiceſter by king Richard the Firſt, with the cincture of a ſword. - 
After this, whilſt king Richard was held captive by the German em- 
peror, the king of France having entered Normandy with an army, 
taken ſome ſtrong places, and beſieged Roan, this earl being there ſo 
encouraged the inhabitants to ſtand it out, and make the utmoſt re- 

2 ſiſtance, 
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| fitanee; that the king of F rance was compelled ingloriouſly to raiſe 
the ſiege and depart. After this, he joined with John earl of Morton, 
brother to king Richard, againſt the king of France; but, going out 
one night vpon a deſign, he was unwarily entrapped and taken pri- 
Jones, but after ſome time ſet at liberty for the ranſom of 20001. 
King John was very bountiful to this earl, and gave bim all Rich- 
mondſhire, with the foreſt and knights fees theteunto belonging. 
He was a perſon of great valour; and, being in the Holy Land, where 
he bore the arms of his maſter king Richard, he unhorſed and ſlew 
the infidel Souldan in a tournament; or duel; and returned afterwards 
ſaſe into England, reſiding, for the moſt part, till the time of his 
death, at his caſtle of Leiceſter, in which he took great delight, and 
was very gracious to the burgeſſes and inhabitants of that his town (a). 
In the year 1204, this earl died, and was buried in the abbey of 
Leiceſter before the high altar, betwen his mother and his grand- 
father.” He had taken to wife Lauretta, daughter of William lord 
Brafle of Brambre, but by ber had no iſſue; ſo that the great inhe- 
rirance that he had from his anceſtors came to his two ſiſters, viz. 
Alicia, the wife of Simon de Moutfort, and Margaret, the wife 
of Saer de Quinci; between whom it being divided, Simon had 
the moiety of the wee of the earldom of Leiceſter with the 
honour of Hinckley, for the purparty of Amicia; and, thereupon 
being created earl of Leiceſter, he enjoyed the ſtewardſhip of Eng- 
land in right of that 'honour' of Hinckley; and Saer de Quinci, 
having the other part of the 22 ons of this erde was made 
carl of Wincheſter. 
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How this. Simon de Montfort came to be. eqrl. of 1 is 
| er related before. He was great grandchild to Almarick, an 


0 See a a of his p. 3a, and a repreſentation of the ſeal N thereto, 
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man, he became rebelligus againſt king John, joining with the Frenah 
againſt him.  Whereppon, he was di ſpoſſoſſed of the earldam ofiLais 
ceſter, alſo of the honour of Hinckley, and, with his ſous, baniſhe d | 
the realm, and his earldom, given to Banulph earl-of | Cheſter. _ 
thus diſinherited and baniſhed, the next thing we-find; memorable 
him is, that, there being a certain ſort of men called Albigenſes; who 
zealouſly appeared; in France at that tis againſt the corruptious | 
the popes and church of Rome; the pope. ſent. out a ctuſade, exciting 
and inviting all Chriſtians to extirpate thoſe men ; and, amongft;thaſe 
that took upon them the ſigu of the croſs for that purpoſe, this Simon 
was a principal man, and became. general of an army at the ſiege of the 
city of Tholouſe, in which, the Albigenſes were; at which ſiege he Was 
ſlain with a ſtone hurled from an engine by the beſieged, leaving iſſue 
two ſons, Almarick and Simon. Almarick went ino the Holy Land. 
leaving a petition to king Henry III. to reſtore his brother Simon to 
the earldom of Leiceſter; and Simon, coming into England, was 
graciouſly received by the king, and reſtored-to the earldom of Lei- 
ceſtet and ſtewardſhip of England; of all which he obtained a releaſe 
from his brother Almarick alſo, of all his right to the earldom, and 


all other the poſſeſſions in England which were his father's ; "ws; 0 
** have ag ond % 43164 | 
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This Simon, being thus inveſted with his earldom of 1 and 
ſtewardſhip of England, not long after obtained for his wife, Eleanor, 
the king's ſiſter, then the: widow of William - Marſhall the younger, | 
earl of Pembroke ; ö but at that the nobles and the whole kingdom were 

highly diſcontented, | in regard ſhe had, in her widowhood, vowed 
RNS chaſtity, in the preſence of Eamund e, of f Canterbury and 
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i "Yivers: of the nobility.” Upon this, the earl raiſed all the money he 
— *ceould,/ and went'ts Rome, where Ne purehaſec a furl diſpenſation, and 
_ *Ubfaitied letters from” rhe” poße t6 Otto his legate, then reſident in 
* England. to give ſentence for hit 5 and at His return was received 
graciouſſy by the king, and was one of the godfathers to prince Ed- 
ward, born "ſhortly after. Farther to expiate that fad of marrying a 
lady that had vowed chaſtity, he was figned with the croſs, and went 
_ a voyage to the Holy Land, with Richard earl of Cornwall, and re- 
turned ſafe home, and became a very boſy and active man, both here 
and in France; and great complaints were made againſt him to the 
king, and the king's affections became totally alienated from him. 
Great diſſeution alſo happening between him and William de Valence 
(brother to tlie king by the mother), and Valente calling him Traitor, 
the king had much ado to withheld Simon from killing Valence, 
even in the king's preſeuce; and at another. time the biſhop of Bath 
called him ON 7 rattor ; at which'he was To provoked, being a right 
ſtout man, that thoſe wh were K n great difficulty to Rare 
the biſhop from his futy. N 
And now comes the time that great Mi obtaits aroſe bas the 
king and his nobles; and, a parliament being appointed/at Oxford, he 
came thither in cotifederation with the nobles,” who brought many 
armed along with them; and; fihding their ſtrength, they boldly 
required the king's kbußrmetlon of that chatter of liberties that king 
John had granted; ; requiting alſo ſuch a juſtice of England as might 
do equal right (as they expreſſed) to rich and poor; to all which the 
| king, 75 vety unwillingly, conſented. They then drew up cer- 
tain ordiusuces, as they called them amougſt Which one was, that 
no alieli Would Have tö do in matter of rule or counfel; but, „Valence 
refuſing to deliver up his office, age plainly wor Be that either 


de mult deliver r bp, or r lofe his head. 8 a | | 
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But, ſhortly after; the king having obtained from the pope an ab- 
| ſolution from his oath as to the obſervance of thoſe ordinances, the earl 

and his party, put themſelves into arms, the carl being the general, Who 

ſeized and plundered all the aliens, and others that adhered to the king. 
that he could meet withal ; he alſo took Glouceſter, Worceſter, and 
Shrewſbury. To oppoſe all this, the king raiſes an army, and at 
Lewes in Suſſex a battle was fought, wherein the king, prince Ed- 
ward, and divers nobles, were taken priſoners. Upon this ſucceſs, 
the carl and his party appoint governors. of the realm, and ſent out 
writs in the king's name and under his ſeals, bearing date Dec. 24, 
49 Hen, III. to ſuch biſhops, abbots, and barons, as they thought 
good, ſummoning; them to meet in parliament at London on the oc- 
taves of St. Hilary; as alſo precepts to every ſheriff, to ſend thither 
at the ſame time two knights for each county, and two citizens and 
two burgeſſes for each city and borough, with barons of cinque ports; 
rhis being the firſt time, as is ſaid (for aught is to be ſeen from any 
good authority), that the. people were repreſented i in parliament by 
knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, and conſequently the. beginning of 
the houſe of commons, though they and the lords and barons for 
many years ſat together in one houſe. For, before that time, the no- 
blemen, biſhops, and great abbots, repreſented all thoſe who held of 
them; and the king? s tenants by military ſervice in capite repreſented 
themmſelves and all thoſe who held of them; and the reaſon why thoſe 
turbulent and potent lords then took upon them to alter the antient 
former uſage, by requiring two knights to be elected for each county, 
and one or two burgeſles for each borough, is eonjectured to have been, 
hecauſe they obſerving what great retinues the nobility and other great 


men in thoſe times had, as alſo the great number of the king's te- 


nants in | capite, then called Sarones minores, they might think it would 
ye proved dangerous t to therſelves, : and obliruQure of their deſigns, 
| to 
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to permit ſuch a multitude of ſuch, men to come together; and there- 
fore conſidering, that though, by the confluence of thoſe many re- 
tainers, brought by their own party to Oxford (as before is obſerved), - 
they did at that time ſo far awe the king, that he was conſtrained to 
aſſent to thoſe unpleaſing ordinances and proviſions of Oxford, framed | 
by themſelves, they had cauſe to ſuſpeR, that, by the like tumultuous * k 
meetings (if not thus prevented), they themſelves might be diveſted of 
that power, which, by the ſame artifice, they had formerly gained. 
But now this way of repreſenting the commons in parliament by knights 
and burgeſſes, being experienced very convenient and agreeable, hath 
ever ſince obtained practice and continuance, and by uſage became a 
| fundamental part of the government, And whereas the lords and com- 
mons for ſome time ſat together in one houſe, as before is obſerved, 
when it was perceived that occaſioned great delays in their proceedings, 
the houſes divided themſelves, and the commons fate in the chapter- 
houſe of the abbot of Weſtminſter, and then the commons firſt began 
to have a ſpeaker of their. own. But of this (I hope no unacceptable 
digreſſion) enough; and now we return again to our earl of Leicsſter. 
This carl having got the king and prince in his power, as before is 
ſaid, he ſends the prince to the caſtle, of Hereford, to be there kept ; 
and the king he keeps, carrying him along with him in his march up 
and down the country. But, not long after, ſeveral diſguſts, heats, 
end animoſities, happened between the earl and ſeveral others of the 
great lords. his complices, about the diſpoſal and partage of their royal 
prizes; and, the pope having ſent out excommunications agaiuſt them 
all; ſeveral of the great lords fell off from him, amongſt whom the 
earl of Glouceſter, a very potent man; and the prince, by a device, 
having gotten from his impriſonment at Hereford, gathering together 
a powerful army, firſt defeats young Simon de Montfort, the earl's 
ſecond ſon, who was coming with a great ſtrength ont of the North 


to reinforce his father; and then, meeting the earl himſelf at Eveſham, 
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aud his eldeſt ſon Henry de Mohtföt, were lain} aud theft of his 
Party either ſlain or taken priſoners, and the king reſcuect and ſet at 
liberty. Young”: Simon had got into the ſtrong eaſtle of Kenilworth, 


which he, with ſome of the routed: party that got to him; kept, a | 
held out a ſiege for: fixmionths'againt the king's forces; in hith 


time ſome articles: were made,” commonly called Dium de Renit- 
worth, which the beſieged, U teaſdu of ſcareity and diſeaſes among 


them, were conſtrained to yield unte, and ſo the caſtle was delivered 
up. Upon this, Simon the ſon went beyond the ſeas; aud being at 
Viterbium in Italy, with his brothef Guy de Montfort, they” joined 


together in killing Henry, eldeſt ſor t Richard kitig of the Romans, 
an earl of Cornwall, in the church of Gr. Silveſter there, as he ſtood 


at maſs, the murderers never afterwards. returning into England, as 
I can learn; and in this mauner ended the line of the Montforts, 1 


mean as to the earldom (a). Neither do 1 find that this earl Simon was 


author of any great ot conſiderable works of piety or charity, only that 


he gave a good quantity of land, and a wood in Nothley, to the 
Knights Templars, with a certain meadow called Ballholme; and 
having a great reſpect to, and tendering very much the good and wel- 
fate of his burgeſſes * Town of amen e 1 an Tpeciat 
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| before related, king Henry III. gave the earldom of, Leiceſter to his 9725 


ſecond ſon, this Edmund, together with all the lands and poſſeſnons : 
of Simon Montfort, to hold. to him and: the heirs of his body. He: 


was alſo artet the firſt earl of Lancaſter, and alſo earl of Tek! 
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after, he was, wich bis brother prince Edward: and many others, 
bgned, with the croſs, and weut into the Holy Land, whence be 
retutned ſafs home; arid bete he made à caftle of; his houſe in 
the parith of St. Clements Danes, ĩn the county of Middleſex, called the 

Savoy. z.-and. fqunded that houſe of nuns, called the Minoreſſes with« 
out Aldgate, in the ſuburbs of London; and was alſo the chief builder 
of the Grey · friars in Preſton in Amundernes, co. Lanc. After all this, 
being ſent into Gaſcoigne and Aquitain with an army, he died at Bayon : 
. hiscorpſe being brought into England and buried in the abbey church 
af Weſtminſter, where an honourable monument was erected to his 
memory, on the North fide of the high altar, yet to be ſeen. Is left 
ants 8 N and e ben was e Fee by bis ſon A 
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| Phis Thi, after the death of his father Edmund, was earl of 
Lancaſter, Leiceſter, and Derby; and by the marriage of Alice, 
daughter and heir of Henry Lacey earl of Lincoln, became earl of 
fout counties, by the addition of Lincoln to. the three former. W pr 
"He was the chief of the nobles that combined againſt Piers Gaveſton 
and the Spenſers, the unhappy favourites of king Edward II. Where- 
upon two cardinals were ſent from the pope, to reconcile the king. 
and this Thomas, his uncle, but the accord was ſoon. after broken ; 
whereupon this earl Thomas and his confederates raiſe an army, with 
which they marched Northward; and, being at Tutbury, the earl ſent 
one Sir Robert de Holland (whom before he had taken out of his 
buttry, and preferred to 2000 marks per annum) to bring up 00 men 
out of Lancaſhire; but Sir Robert treacherouſly- carried them to the 
king, who, then in purſuit of the earl, ſent Edmund earl of Kent, 
and John de Warren earl of Surrey, who overtook him at Hyrcough- 
CO Gn ne bridge 
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fr bridge: is Yarkhire, where 1 earl was ſtopped by: 30 Kies de 
Harela and others; and this Sir Andrew being invited to join with the 
earl in his juſt quarrel, as he called it, againſt the Spenſers, upon pro- 
miſe alſo of large rewards, and he refufing, the earl told him he Would 
ſoon repent it, and that he ſhould die à ſhameful death, as it aſter- 


wards happened. But Harcla cauſed his archers to ſhoot; and, the 
earl's party beiug worſted, he betook himſelf to a chapel, and, look- 
ing upon the crucifix, ſaid, Good Lord! I render myſelf to thes; and 
put myſelf into thy mercy ;” where, being taken, he wus ſtripped, 
and, arrayed in moſt pitiful clothes, was pelted with dirt and deſpite- 
fully uſed, and ſo brought to Pomfret caſtle, whert fentetice of death 
was paſſed on him. At which be ſaid,” *** Shall I die without anſwer ? 
King of Heaven ! have mercy upon me, for the Kings of earth nous ad 
guerthy,.” Preſently after, he was taken to a hill out of the town, 
where, after many indignities offered to him, his head was cut off. 
His body was obtained of the King. by. the prior and monks, | and 
buried on the right hand of the high altar ; but, for a long time after, 
by many who pitied his fate and favoured his, cauſe, this earl Was. 
eſteemed a faint, and many miracles. related to have been, done at his 
tomb aud by his relics, And indeed, what eſteem was. had of the lat- 
ter may partly appear by this, that, in the time of king Henry VIII. 
upon the diſſolution of the monaſteries here, a multitude of falſe mira- 
cles and ſuperſtitious relics were detected, and, amongſt the reſt, 
our Lady's girdle ſhewn in eleven ſeveral places, and her milk in cight. 
The penknife and boats of St. Thomas of Canterbury, and a piece of 
his ſhirt, much coveted by big · bellied women. The coals that roaſted 
St. Laurence; Malchus's ear ; the parings of St Edmund's nails: the 


bell of St. Guthlac, and the felt hat of this St. Thomas of Lancaſter, 1 


both remedies for the head-ach, Kc. But, not to queſtion further 
the merits or virtues of the man, or his relics, this is certain, that he 


died without iſſue ; whereby his honours and poſſeſſions came to his 
brother, . | 


 Henzy 
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ifluez at a parliament held in the firſt year of the reign of king Ed- 
ward III, this Henry obtained an act of reverſal of the attainder of 
Thomas bis brother, and thereupou became poſſeſſed of the earldom 


of Lancaſter and Leiceſter, and of all the lands and lordſhips whereof 


Edmund his father and Thomas his brother were formerly poſſeſſed, 

And having obtained alſo the whole honour of Leiceſter, and all the 
lands of Simon de Montfort, ſome time earl of Leiceſter, he ſettled 
himſelf to live, for the moſt part, at his caſtle of Leiceſter, wherein he 
took great delight; and, in the fourth year of the reign of king Edward 


III. he began the foundation of the hoſpital of our Lady, near his caſtle 


at Leiceſter ; but, in the year 1345, 19 Edward III. he departed- this 
life, aud was buried at Leiceſter ; the king and queen, with almoſt 
all the biſhops, earls, and barons, of the realm, being at his funeral; 


+ and, in the collegiate church of our Lady there, called the Newark, 


founded by Henry his ſon, and ſo called to diſtinguiſh it from the 


© hoſpital built before, a fair tomb on the North fide of the high har 


Was: aſteryranis erected to his eg His ſon and dere. *. 
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"This Henry was created earl of Derby in his father' 5 3 and 


after bis death ſucceeded him in the earldom of Lancaſter and Lei- 


ceſter, and in the ſtewardſhip of England. He was a very martial 


man, and became famous for his proweſs in France and Scotland, 


as particularized at large by Sir William Dugdale; and, having 


merited ſo highly by his prudent conduct aud renowned exploitg 
in the wars, he was elected into the honourable. ſociety | of the 
Knights of the Garter, then newly founded, agd farther advanced 
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to the title and dignity of duke of Lancaſter, in 1353, by the eodfent of 
all the prelates and peers then ſitting i in parliament ; with liberty and 
power to have a chancery in the county of Lancaſter, and to iſſue out 
writs there under his ow ſeal; as well touching pleas of the drovyn at 
any other relating to the common laws of the land; as alſo to enjoy 
all other liberties and regalities belonging to a county palatine, in as. 
ample manner as the earl of n was 'known' to have wikhin m 
county. 

Being thus in great hionivter, and vey geh, he e an expedi- 
tion againſt the Infidels. But, as he was paſſing through Germany, 
he was entrapped-and ſorprized by means of Otho duke of Brunſwick, 
and was conſtrained for his liberty to give 3000 feates of gold :; but 
our duke ſo reſeuted that ill treatment, that he openly ſaid, that it 
became not ſuch a perſon as the duke of Brunſwick to deat ſo with a 
ſtranger in his journey, who had never offended him, nor intended any 
thing utiſs towards him; aud, in caſe he had a mind to meddle with 
him, he ſhould find him ready to perform a foldier's part; Which. 
being told to Brunſwick, he ſent him a letter of challenge, Which 
was readily accepted by our duke, aud a time and plaee appointed for 
perforttiance in Franee. All things being made ready, the Guees teck 
their oaths, according to the laws of combat, and our duke mounted 
his horſe with great chearfulneſs, in expectation to fall to it. But it 
was obſerved that Brunſwick, although. briſk enough before, as ſoon 
is he had taken his oath, his countenance, fell, and his courage ſo 
quailed, looking pale and trembling ng, that be could not ; wield | his 
ſword, ſhield, and lance; whereupon his friends adviſed him to ſub- 
mit himſelf to the king of France's Judgement ; but our. dyke, being 

for that purpoſe alſo moved, faid, that before he entered the 'Uſts' he 
ſhould willingly bave Era an accortimodation ; 5 but now he had 
mounted his horſe and was ready, and the king, with his nobles, and 
1 great confluence of people, © were become 1 ſpectators, he was telched 
4 | not 
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not to 5 the liſts/ with diſhanaur torbimſelf or his eountry. But 
Bruuſwick. MhOolly giving up the quarrel, withont any reſervation of 
donout, ſubmitted himſelf to the award of the king of France, who 
ſoar; after: reconciled them at a great feaſt, After this, the king of 
France entertaiued our duke very royally, and, ſhewing ham all his 
rarities, deſired to take his choice: of what he pleaſed : but che duke 
any accepted of a tharn out of the crown of our Saviour, which he 
brought away, and beſtowed, as a precious relic, in the collegiate 
church that he had Wen near =_ caſtle of Geng Ses the plate 
facing page 246. | 
As this duke was eie eee bis arms 185 e ſoy na leſs 

- far»bis piety, being commonly called the Good Duke of Lancaſter. 
He permitted the canons.of Leiceſter. to; meloſe. their woods, 26 Ed- 
ward III. and ſtored them with deer out of his O. parks. He likewiſe 
ceded with the pope for appropriating 15 anne of Humberſton and 
Hungarton to that abbey. 

As his father had begun the old hoſ vital. near "bis caſtle of Leiceſter, 
fo he founded the Newark there, conſiſting of a dean, twelve prebend | 
canons, and as many inferior or lay-brethren; placing alſo an bun- 
dred poor people, and ten ſufficient women, in the hoſpital, atlotring 


do them all competent maintenance, the rate of thoſe times conſidered; 


but theſe works were not fully perfected, till John of Gaunt, 1 in pur · 
ſuance of his pious purpoſes, performed the ſame. _ 
After all this, by his teſtament, beating date at his caſtle of Lei- 
eeſter, he bequeathed. his body to be buried in that his collegiats 
church, appointing it to be done within three weeks after his death ; 
and, in caſe he ſhould die at Leiceſter, to be firſt carried to the pariſh 
church, where divine ſervice was to be performed in due manner, with 
24 torches, whereof 12, with two cloths of gold, to remain in the 
church; and that the curate ſhauld have his beſt horſe, or the value, in 
nase of * principal ;. and that his. body, ſhould, be carried thence 
p id 4 2 * 
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to the collegiate church, and there buried without pormp of armed 
men, horſes covered, or other vanities; only an hearſe, with five 
tapers, each of an hundred pounds weight, fifty torches about his 
body borne by as many men, 25 cloathed in white, and as many in 
blue. And, not long after, there happening a great peſtilence in Eng- 
land, this great duke died thereof at Leiceſter, and was buried in che 
before · mentioned collegiate church of his own en venting to 
** own appbintmentt. f 

This duke had to wife Iſabel, Jnvghthe to Renz lord ann 
and by het had iſſue only two daughters, viz. Maud aud Blanch. 
Maud was married to William duke of Bavarre, Holland, and Zea- 
land. Blanch was married to John of Gaunt, fourth ſon of king 
Edward III. So that the buſband' of the ede n her 
right ear bf Leen vis b gt rofl hos JH b 


e 22 % p «> . \ £24 #7 ® "7 | © 
j 4 aft B 1 | > 151 97 1 (XI 4 
- . 


WILIA or BavAR AE. a F ut moet ut: 


This William, as is ſaid before, having W the eldeſt — 85 
of the duke of Lancaſter, was advanced, in her right, to the eaxldom 
of Leiceſter 3 and a partition being ade between theſe two fiſters of 
the vaſt poſſeſſions of their father, the honour and caſtle of Leiceſter, 
with many other manors, lordſhips, and lands, fell to the partage of 
the eldeſt daughter Maud; but of her huſband and her. we find no 
more but. that within a ſhort time they both died without iflue ; ſo 
that all their. honours and poſſeſſions, which Maud had from the wy 
her father, accrued by ſurvivorſhip unto her. ſiſter Blanch, married, as 
before 1 is ſazd, 1 
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This 3a of Gain, ſo called from the city Gd in F widens, 5 
where he was born, by virtue of a x ſpecial diſpenſation from the pope, 
married 
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married Blanch, the youngeſt daughter and coheit of the duke, ſho 
being his near kinſwoman, and was created earl of Richmond ; but 
after, upon the death of William of Bavarre and his wife Maud, with- 
out iſſue, as before is ſaid; was created duke of Lancafter, as alſo earl 
of Leiceſter, Lincoln, and Derby, and high ſteward. of England. He 
was alſo afterwards made duke of Aquitaine; and, by the marriage of 
Conſtance, eldeſt daughter and one of the coheirs of Peter king of 


Spain, he was ſtyled king of Caſtile and Leon, of which. he bore the 


arms. This great duke took great delight in, and lived much at, his 
caſtle of Leiceſter, finiſhing · the collegiate church and hoſpital there 
founded, and begun by Henry earl, and Henry duke of Lancaſter, as 
before is ſaid ; being alſo very gracious and bountiful to the town and 
burgeſſes, to whom he granted ſeveral meſſuages lands, and privileges, 
as, by the grants and pharters thereof, ſtill remaining with the mayor 
and burgeſſes of the town, it doth appear; to one of which, bearing 
date at his caſtle of Leiceſter, the 26th day of September, in the 16th 

year of the reign of king Richard II. his ſeal is affixed. See plate, p. 37.(a) 

© The ſon and heir of this great duke John of Gaunt, was Henry, 
who becoming king of England upon the depoſition of his couſin king 
Richard II. theſe honours and titles of Lancaſter, Leiceſter, &c: be- 
came merged in the crown, and there ſlept until queen Elizabeth ad- 
vanced to the earldom of Leiceſter 


RonzxT Dol xv. 
1. 4 


This Robert was ſon of John Dudley duke of Northumberland, be- 
headed 3 in the reign of queen Mary for endeavouring to ſettle the crown 


upon the lady Jane Grey, to whom he had married his ſon Guilford 
Dai. But this Robert was reſtored 1 in blood by queen Mary, and ä 


| (a) His donation 8 the cllgin church in the Newark * 228. 


by 
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by queen | Elizabeth made earl of Leiceſter, He was x great fvoutite 
of the queen, and a great politician for himſelf. Great honours, employ- 
ments, and advantages, he had. but went off the ſtage with no applauſe | 
at all. The particularities of his life and actions beivg recorded and 
ſet forth at large i in ſeveral books and treatiſes, I ſhall forbear any far- 

ther remarks. upon him here ; only that be died at Cornbury park, 
Sept. 4, 1588. For his iſſue, it; is hitherto uncettain whether he left 

any legitimate ot not; his lawful and true marriage with the lady 
Douglas, daughter to William lord Howard of Effin gham, and widow 
of John lord Sheffield, being dubious, in Tegard * came in queſtion 
after his death, and. at length ad] Judged not lawful. Yet, certain it is, 
that he. had a. ſon by this Douglas Sheffield, callec Sir Robert Dudley, 
whom he mentions in his laſt will as his baſe ſon; nor could he ſafely 
call him otberwiſe, having openly married Leftice, daughter af Sir 
Francis Knolls, and widow of Walter earl of Eflex, i in the life-time 
of the lady Douglas, and by her had. a ſon, but he died young... 

Sir Robert Dudley, his ſon by the lady, Douglas, proved a very 
eminent and accompliſhed perſon, for learping, travel, and. military af- 
fairs, and eſ pecially navigation. And, notwithſtanding that his father” 's 
character of him in his will, he did not account himſelf illegitimate; "Ja 
ſoon after the death of queen Elizabeth, baying married Alice, eldeſt 
daughter to Sir Thomas Leigh, of Stonely, com. War. aud conſidering, 
that, in caſe he made good his legitimacy, not only a good title to the 
earldom of Leiceſter, but alſo to many good lordſhips, manors, and 


lands, would accrue unto, him, he obtained a commiſſion, out of the 
archbiſhop's court of audience, to examine: witueſſes to prove his father 8 
marriage with the. lady Douglas his mother. But, this-hcipg oppoſed 
by the lady Lettice, dowager of the earl, and the buſineſs being heard 
aud examined in the ſtat · chamber, ſentence was given againſt the earl's 


marriage with the . W the matters and cireumſtances 
re 
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| Yepoſed were very pertinent, and home to the bufiiels, but he oecd 
df the witneſſes was ſufpected. 

Upon this, Sit Robert Dudley evnceived foch PERRIN char he 
reſolved to quit the realm; and for that purpoſe obtained licence for 
three years to travel into Italy. But, be being gone, his adverfaries 
procured a ſpecial privy ſeal to be ſent after him, to command his re- 
turn; whereuimo be not obeying, his lands were ſcized by force of the 
ſtatutes of fugitives, of which Ketiilworth caſtle, his chief ſeat, was 
part. But it was not long after, that prince Henry, affecting this 
caſtle as one of the moſt noble and magnificent things in the midland 
part of the kingdom, made overture, by agents to Sit Robert Dudley, 
to*purchaſe his title to it; and thereupon agreement was made, and, 
in conſidetation of 14 5001. to be paid within a year, deeds were ſeated 
and fines levied, ſettling the inheritance thereof, with ſome other 
lands, upon the prince and his heirs. But the prince died not long 
after, fo that there was not above 3000l. ever paid, and to a merchant 
alſo that broke, ſo that it never came to the hands of Sir Robert. But 
prince Charles, as heir to his brother, held the poſſeſſion thereof, and, 
in 19 of James I. obtained a ſpecial act of parlĩiament, to enable the lady 
Alice, wife to Sir Robert, becauſe ſhe had a joĩnture therein, to alienate 
All her tight to him as if ſhe had been a feme ſole; which the did in 
conifideration' of 40001. affigned to her out of the pepe and certain 
ot her annual payments. 

Upon the departure of Sir Robert out of England, he took with him 
(as is credibliy reported) a beautiful young lady, the daughter of Sir 
Robert Southwell, in the habit of a page, whom, it is ſaid, he married 
in Italy; and, ſeating himſelf in the territories of the duke of Tuſcany, 
had, by teafon of his fingular and excellent endowments, very great 
eſteern In all thoſe parts. And, his fame ſpreading into Germany, he 
had, by grant from the emperor Ferdinand II. title of duke conferred 
on DD, as to be uſed by him and his heirs throughout all the do- 
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minĩons of the ſacred empire; whereupon he was generally called duke 


of Northumberland; as alſo after him was Charles his eldeſt ſon, by 


the daughter of Sir Robert, Southwell;, Farther, as a teſtimony: of 


the great eſteem, which he there had. the great duke of Tuſcany : 


allowed him a yearly ſtipend of 10001. ſterling ; and the daughters 


by the wife he took thither were all married to ſeveral-princes of the 
empire. At his abode in Florence he built a noble palace in that city, 


but, dying at a palace of the duke of Florence's, not far off, in or about 


the year 16 50, his body was firſt laid in the nunnery at Boldrone, to be 
removed to the church of St. Pancrice, in Florence, where he had 
erected a noble monument for that wife, with purpoſe to be there iri- 
terred himſelf ; ſeveral ſons he alſo left there, but of their fortunes I 
can give no farther account. But for his lady Alice, which he left 


in England, and the five daughters that he had by her, two of his 
daughters, Alice and Douglas, died unmarried ; Katharine was mar: 


ried to Sir Richard Leviſon, knight of the Bath; Frances to Sir Gil- 


bert Kniveton; and Anne to dir Richard Holborn, ſolicitor general 
to king Charles 1. ; and, for the lady Alice, ſhe received the ſaid ſum 
of 4000 l. payable. from the exchequer ; but of her annuity, or yearly 
payments, there was a great arrear at the beginning of our late civil 


wars, for the receipt whereof there being but little hope, and conſi- 


\dering that her huſband Sir Robert, then alive, had. the title of a duke 


in thoſe foreign parts where he did reſide, and repreſenting the ſame to 
king Charles I. ſhe obtained a grant under the great ſeal of England, 


bearing date at Oxford, 20 Car. I. of the title of a ducheſs during her 


life, and that her daughters ſhould have place and precedence as 
children of a perſon of that degree. And this lady Alice was that 


ducheſs Dudley that lived for many years in the pariſh, of St Giles i in | 


the Fields, in the ſuburbs of London, ;and died in 1669, being a per- 


ſon of great piety, prudence, temperance, and thrift, whereby ſhe be- 
came inabled and diſpoſed to do many extraordinary acts of piety and 
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ky, wank ia her ufe-time and at her death; of ſome of which, for 
the exemplarineſs thereof, T will take the liberty here to give a brief 
inventory 3 4 i 
dhe pave 1001. to the rebuilding of the church of St. Giles, with 
rich hangings for the Faſt end of the chancel; hanging of green velvet 
for the back of the altar; a carpet of green velvet, with a deep gold 
fringe, and a cover of cambrick thereto, edged with rich bone-lace ; 
alſo, one other altar-cloth of damaſk, and two cuſhions richly em- 
N broidered with gold; and two ſervice-books with' boſſes of filver ;' and 
a large turkey carpet for the altar, to cover it on ordinary days; alfo, 
a rich ſkreen of carved work, to ſever the chancel from the church; 
alſo a fair organ, with a caſe richly gilt; a coſtly rail about the altar; 
large and rich plate for the altar, filvet and gilt; a pavement for 
the chancel, of black and white marble; the great bells, with frames 
for all the reſt, new · caſt at her'own charges. Alſo, to the churches 
of Stoneley, Leek · Wotton, Manceter, Aſhow, Kenelworth, and 
Monks Kirby, all in com. Warwick, 201. per annum to each of them, 
augmentation of their poor reſpective vicarages. 
Alſo, to every of thoſe churches, as alſo to thoſe at Bitford, Acton, 
Patſhull, and St. Albans, certain pieces of communion plate very rich. 
. Allo, a fair houſe and garden, near the church of St. Giles, for the 
parſons to dwell in; with a ſtipend yearly to the ſexton there, to toll 
the great bell as, priſoners Ph to execution at 'Tyburn, and to ring it 
out after execution. 


Alſo, great ſums towards the repair bf Lichfield cathedral, and St. 
Sepulchre's church, London. 


Alſo, 100 l. per annum for ever, towards the redemption of Chriſtian 
captives from the Turks. 


Alſo, 400 l. to purchaſe lands for the hoſpital ſituate 1 near St. Giles; 
and 200 l. to purchaſe lands of 10 l. per annum value, for putting out 
poor children of that N apprentices. | 
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Allo, to the poor: of Stoneley, Kenilwineth,. Leck-Wotton, Aſhow, 
Bitford, Patſhull, Lichborow, and Blakeſly, 1001. 

Alſo, 50 l. to be diſtributed at her funeral to the poor of St. Giles. 

Alſo, to 90 poor widows (ſhe being ſo many years old), to each of 
them a gown of black cloth, with. a large holland kerchief, to attend 
her hearſe at her funeral (which was en March 16, 1669), beſides 
twelvepence apiece for their dinners that day, 

Alſo, five pounds to every pariſh, for their poor, where her corpſe would 
reſt, in her paſſage from London to Stoneley, in Warwickſhire, where ſhe 
was buried under a noble monument by her erected in her life-time; 
and to every poor body on the road ſix pence. Alſo, to the poor of 
Stoneley, to be diſtributed at her funeral, ol. To the poor of the 
pariſhes of Blakeſly, Patſhull, and Lichborow, 191. to be fo diſtri- 
buted. She departed this- life, at her houſe near the church of St. 
Giles, Jan. 22, 1669. 

And now having ſeen the fates and. Hem of the Da we 
mult look for the ſucccding e earls of Leiceſter in another line, wherein 
we meet with EIS 


 RoBerRT SIDNEY, FP! 


Sir Henry Sidney, three times lord deputy of Ireland in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, by his wife the lady Mary, eldeſt daughter to 
John' duke of Northumberland, and ſiſter to Robert Dudley earl of 
Leiceſter, had iſſue three ſons, Sir Philip, Sir Robert, and Sir Tho- 
mas. The learning, merit, and virtue, of Sir Philip Sidney are ſuffi 
ciently known; but he being killed at a battle near Zutphen, in the 
Low Countries, 1586, and leaving iſſue only one daughter, his bro- 
ther Robert ſucceeded him as the next heir male ; ; and in the firſt year. 

of the reign of James I. he was made a baron of this realm, by the title 
of lord Sidney of Penſhurſt in Kent; in the third year of king James he 


Was made viſcount Liſle; and in the 16th year of that king dignified 
with 
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dk the title of earl of Leiceſter; and he dying at Penſhurſt, July 
I 3. 1626, was there buried, Teaving his ſon and ſucceſſor, 
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| Thie Robert 4 60 2  Leicotter, was a perſou of hoon "aiding and 
gravity, employed in embaſſies beyond the ſeas by king Charles I. 
and continued privy counſellor to king Charles II. till his death, which 
happened Nov. 2, 1677. By his wife Dorothy, daughter of Henry late 
earl of Northumberland, he had nr (ons: and, eight Fayghters ; ; of 


| which en the eldeſt, oF 3 
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who in the life of by father bore the title or lord Lite fucceeded 
bim! in the title of earl of Leiceſter. 


Here ends Mr. Staveley's account of the 8 of Leiceſter. It has 
bevy obſerved, p. 178, that it was chiefly colleQed from Dugdale's 
Baronage and Monaſticon ; which information, in noticing the earls 
before the Conqueſt, is drawn from Ingulphus, Simeon Dunelmenſis, Ro- 
ger Hoveden, the Chronicle of Malmſbury, Fobn Brompton, and Orde- 
ricus Vitalis; ſince, from Knighton, . Robert APIs Matthew Paris, 
Matthew Weſtminſter, Hoveden, cc. | 

The four ſons of Robert Sidney earl of Laier, noticed above, 
were Philip, Robert, Algernon (who was beheaded), and Henry. 


* 


PHILIP SIDNEY, 


the eldeſt, ſweceded his father as earl of Leiceſter; and married Catha- 
- rine, daughter of William earl of a by whom he had iſſue 


Robert, and two nher. 
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at the death of his father, ſucceeded to the earldom ; which pafec in 
ſucceſſion to his ſon Philip, grandſon Robert, and great grandſons 
Philip, John, and Joceline, who was the laſt earb of the family, he 
5 dying without heirable iſſue. I have not judged it needful to recite 
| here an account of their marriages deaths, &c.; as earls of Leiceſter 
latterly, Hike earls of other places, have ceaſed to live in. habits of par- 
ticular and partial friendſhip with the inhabitants of thoſe places 
hence they drew their titles. In fact, titles now, which under the 
Saxons and Normans were not only honours, but dignities of power 
and truſt, are become ſimply marks of diſtinction; therefore, to the peo- 
ple of thoſe diſtricts which. give them titles, their family hiftory is be- 
come of no local import. It is likely. that many of our nobility. now 
have not even ſeen the places which give them honourable appellations. 


I will juſt therefore remark, that, in 1.744, this title was revived in 
the perſon of Thomas Coke, who died without iffue in 1759. 


The pedigree of the peeteut earl of Laiceſtes, 8 Townſhend 
baron de Ferrars of Chartley (to whom I have taken the liberty of dedi- 
eating theſe ſheets) is here annexed, faid to be drawn by himſelf, He 

was created earl of the county of Leieeſter, by patent dated May 18, 1784. | 


A GENEALOGICAL TABLE of the Deſcent of the Family of De Fant ans, 
(To which the prefent Eazz of LAG is the lineal Heir.) ©, l 


From 
The Saxon Earls of Laier Thees un Earls of Lxrexsren. 


Algary 5th Earl of Leicefier, died 1059, vote | Robert Bellomont Eart of Leiceſter, died 1118. 


Lucia, only ſurviving fifter and heir to Morcar and Edwin, Earts an WO died 1168. 
of Leiceſter, married Ranulph de Meſchines Earl of Cheſter. 


Ran 2d Karl” Op x1 „ Rd Earl of „Baron of G 
"Ou 1 55 ee N ER 


nan 1d Bar leger, did it. * Margaret, ſiſter and co-heir to Robart lat earl of Leicofter, 
| angry Le ſtat, 
Agnes, ſiſter and co-beir to D R n incheſter, died without 
mated Wen. e Ear Faria bei 3-7 le T7 | * | 
Wai arg nl Day Baron of T | eldeſt; daughter and co-heir of Roger Earl. ef ; 
; 5 3 Wincheſter, 1 
Robert Bades "OL. — x L Nags . William de Ferrars , 
r ia the CHR un, temp. Hep: Ii hů du 1 8. pm os. — 
John, r| Baron of Chartley. William, ad Barn t Groby, 
Robert, 2d Baron of Chartley. | e 
John, 34 Baron of Chartle x. n e en e 
Nobert, 4th Baron of Chartley. * ; Henry zm Baron of Groby. 
| | Edmund, 5th Baron of Chartley. | . William, 6th Baron of Groby. 
| William, 6th Baron of Chartley. Thomas, 2d nag! heir · male, Lord of Tamoworths | 
Ann, ſole dangtxer and — Sir Thomas Ferrat, Knight. 
Devereus, Raron of Chartley, jur. Ux. 1 | 
„„ I of * ' Si lab Pera Bride, 2 F I 
| | John.Deveseux, Baron of Chartley. n e | 
bs 1 Sir John Ferrars, Knight. | 
PLE * ; | | en l Knight. 
Sir Richard Devereux, ob. V. P. | | 
| Sir John Ferrars, Knight. 
Li _ Waker, created Earl of Effe. | : 
nn Earl of Ele. : 


NI Dorothy, ſiſter NT Da. 
1 Der r 


vir Robert Shirley: Bart. | Pa Ferrars, of Tamworth, Elch $2375 
9 eee Chtartey,creatdFarlForrars Sir Humph, Ferrars, Kat. ob. V. f. | | ” 
| "Robert Shirley, eldeſt ſon, ob. V. P.5Ann-Ferrars, ber tober Grandfather: | 
LU. Shirley, Baroneſs de Ferrars, n yer eo 
urls Compton, Baroneſs de Ferrars, &c. married George Townſhend, Viſcount Tewnſhend:. 
 Ceorgs Townihend, Baron de Farrars, &c. W e 24 Geo, LI z. 18 May, 1784. 
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54 degrees, add r 5 50 It i is an d town, 
which lies nearly in the center of the kingdom, and 1 18 watered by the 


old river Leire, or Legre, tow Soar, whoncoit takes i its dae; 5 diſtance 
from London 8 malen. el 


® 5 


. | ; FEY 
vi 80 K unten 
Ri v R an. | a l os + 


This . riſes. at a i place called Soar Mill, a little beyond the 

hamlet of Sutton, i in the pariſh of Broughton, about 7 miles from Lei- 
ceſter; and paſſes on, by Croft, Narborough, and Ailſtone, to Lei- 
ceſter, where it divides, into two ſtreams,” one of which is called the 
Old Soar. The other paſſes juſt under the old Roman town, probably 
a cut made by that people . for convenience. Near the Bath gardens 
they nearly inſulate a plot of land, the property of Joſeph Cradock, Eſq. 
whereon ſtood. the Anguſtin friary (a). From Leiceſter it paſſes on 
by Belgrave, Wanlip, Mountſorrel, Barrow, Stanford in Notting 
hamſhire, Dulbleys TOO Ratcliffe upon I, * thence into 
the river Trent. bel 1% vt 


The Soar abounds with Ge oils perch, cd IP nn . ; 
in ſome pions there: are ths and ene and in others inferior fry; ; 


4 7 : * 4 "4 17 
1 4 : 4 


(a) Tradition reforms us, but wich no certainty, ay PRA was a wink paſſage; upger this 
river from or near Jewry wall to radgate. Some writers have placed the entrance into it it in the 
cellar where the teJelated pavemebt was found near the town E 
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The view angened is rather a probable than a real view of the - - 
tie 'Caftle of Leiceſter, Speed, in delineating the plan of the old - ps 
town, of Leiceſter, bas given: 4 repreſenitation! of it, aq he has of the 
churches, newark gate; the town gates, & e. but we are not to ĩma- 
Sine from this that he has given us un eser likencls of its ftate in his 
Lime... However, it is the only 6ne I have ever ſeen ; * therefore, _ 
this help, comparing the-fite, and what: füll reqains, Thave-ventured 
10 Sine What I Will call, 1 probable. witw of -Tpeffter Ceſßle about the 

gn 'of Richard 1. My reafon for” Fring on this period is Gickrly 
this; that, after the great demolition of Leiceſter in the reign of Hen - : 
24 "5 the caſtle muſt have been rebuilt; or undergone a grand repair, 
* became afterwards the abode of the Lancaſter family for a ſeries 
of years... Farther, the .illuſtriqus and beneficent dukes.of Lancaſter 
ald earls of Leiceſter, and, at times, the great John of Gaunt, gave 5 
ITplendrd entertiinments to Royalty here, not 200 vers before the time 

1 hate fixed ou. We may date its last important - (offering to haye 
happened; by the accomplice-oFyucen-Iabella, abeim the year 9346. 

A little more than 150 years before che reign of Richard, when Henry 

duke of Laucafter aud car! of Leiceſter Was in "oppoſition | to the in- 
trigues of Mortimer and that gucen, From this time it probablx 
haſtened to deſtruction-. In the reign of Charles 1, prior to the breaks 
ing out of the civil wars, 1. find theſe documents among the Beau, 
manor papers, reſpecting this caſtle 5 which give us a tolerable idea 8 
nd its then ſtare, . which i in no meaſure claſhes with my: repreſentation 60. 5 


"aps Chara, by 8 of God; kioge of, Rogland, Scotland, France, and Þreland; De. 9 Te 
de, — * * N ene wien Heyrcke, A. mers. 5 
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Ahe hiſtory and magnitude of this caſtle is but little 88 but 
we. may 1 from the note below that a part of the caſtle or out- 


"+. | 


Whereas we are :nformed that there are ſome old peeces of our r caſtle of Leiceſter, Ng of our 
duchie of Lancaſter, in our county of Leiceſter, yer flanding, which are become ſo utterly ruynous, 
uſeles, and irreparable, and the materials ſubject dayly to waſt and ftealing, that they are on, 

- fitt to be taken downe and ſould to our beſt benefitt and advantage. And wheras wee are alſo 
in ſormed that the caſtle houſe, wherein the audiit hath. beene formerly kept, and is hereafter to 
Ss | be kept, and wherein our records of the honour of Leiceſter doe. nowe remayne, is fallen into de” 

cay and want of reparations which our pleaſure is hvuld be again repaired. Knowe you, there- 
fore, that woe, truſting in your wiſdom, diſerecton, and bodeſt indgavour For the furtherance of 
oure ſervices in the premiſes, doe hereby give unto you full power and authoxitie (takeing the advice 
andaſſiſtance of ſome ſkillful experienced workmen) as well to view and ſuryeigh thoſe ruynous parts of 
the fail caſtle which are fitt to be taken down and demoliſhed, and fo make au eſtimate of the 
value of the materials what they may be ſould for; as alſoe to view the decay of che ſaid caſtle 
houſe, outhouſes, and apportenauces, and eſtimate what the charges of the neceſſary reparacious * 

* may amount unto z and with all convenient ſpeede, by your writinge under your hand and 

ſeal, to certifie our chancellar and counſell of the ſaid duchie of Lancaſter of the quilities and 

" eſtimate of the ſaid material“, as alſoe of the decays and charges of the reparations of the: ſaid 
caſlle hoùſe, outhouſes, and appurtenances. And, after ſuch views and ſurveigh {oe by you taken, 
| wee doe hereby further give unto,you full power and authoritie forthwith to expoſe the faid 
a Dk materials to ſale, and to bargain, agree for, and Ell the ſtones, timber, and other materialls of the 

| ſaid raynated pieces of the ſaid caſtle ; and to allo we to ſuch as ſhall buy them ſuch reaſ6nable time 
for the carrying away thereof as you in your diſcrecion ſhall thiok fitt, and as may be. with leaſt 
offence and annoyance to the place where ſuch ſale is made. And our further will and pleaſure i 1s, that 
you intermeddle not with the vaulte there, nor the ſtaires leading unto it, but that it be ill 
reſetved for our uſe, and the uſe of the keeper of our ſaid caſtle, And alſoe, ſoe many of the 
ide materialls, either of timber, ſtone, ot of anyFather kind, as you ſhall think may. be ymployed 
and uſeſull to the reparacion' of the ſaid caſtle houſe and buildings thereunto belonging, our. will 
and pleaſure i is to be reſerved for that purpoſe, and be allowed and delivered to Edward Lake, gent. 
out ten'nte, who bath the cuſtodie of the faid caſtle and caſtle houſe, to-be ufed and/employed 
- upon the (aid reparacions and natorthetwiſe,, And, laſtly, wee require you, by your writinge under 
your ſeale, to certifie our ſaid chauncellot add councell, with what conyenient ſpeed may be, what 
| the money may come to that is likely to be raiſed by the ſaid ſale, that upon ſuch certificate there 
„ maye be order given for the diſpoſinge and accompringe for the fame. Provided allways, that this 
8 dur commiſſion ſhall have continuance until Cr'o Por Which ſhall be in the year of our Lord God 
one thouſand fix hundred thirty faure, and not longer. Given at our pallace of Weſtminſter, 
under the ſeale of our duchie of n the one and Wok daye of December, | the nyoth 


/yeare of our ragnes.. A JERARD.” 
pts This inden cut is on parchment, with pat oft che duchy ſeal to it... 1 . 1 WG 5 
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work, extended over the old cellar, and remained much longer than 
the front of the main building, where I have repreſented only an 
embattled wall on the left of the view. This part of the building 
was only the ſize of the vault; for the foundation of the wall which 
faced the river is ſtill vifible, We gather alſo, by the inſtruments be- 
low, that it is a Ns error to call the now 'county-hall Jobs of 


The 3 — both duo the (th of February, 1633. 


The ſubſtance of one is : 


A 'view then taken of the old caſtle of Leicefier, the ſefions hall excepted; that is, of the = 


value and worth of all the materialls of the ſaid old caftle and ruynous parts thereof, by Wm. 
Heyrick, Eig. togather with Francis Harris, carpenter, Thomas Ludlam, flater, Thowas Green, 
maſon, whoſe advice and aſſiſlance the ſaid Wm. Heyrick, Eſq. did uſe in the ſaid view, they 
being Kdiliful and experienced workmen, according to the venure of his Majeſtic's « welige, 
direted to the ſaid William Heyrick, Eſq, bearing date the zi ſt day of December laft paſt, 

All end fingular the materials of the ſaid old caſtle and ruynous parts thereof, that is, all the 
- Sala endes, and ſome few iron bars in ſome of the windows, there being no other materials 


which may be taken down without any damage or hurt to the vault under the faid old caſtle and 


the ſtairs leading thereto, which vault and ſtairs are by the ſaid commiſſion excepted and not to be 


meddled withall, are valued to be worth, by the eſtimation of the {aid workmeo, the charge of 


taking down the ſaid materials being conſidered deducted, the ſum of, that is, for the waterials 

of freeftone and iron bart in the windows, 361. 14 8. 4d. and for the timber 3 l. gs. 8d.“ This 

was figned by the above named W. Heyrick, Efq. and the workmen mentioned above. "vp! 
- The other 


| | A view of the eee decays 2nd eſe of he calle houle in Lege, together wich the, | 
walls about the orchard and yards thereto belonginge, the ould kitchen, called John of Gaubt's 
kitchen, to the faid caltle houſe belonginge, the lables, bay houſe, and all che other out houſes and 


buildings to the ſaid cafile houſe belonging (the greate ſeſſions hall, and that parte of the old caſtle 
in Leiceſter, and all the ruynous peeces thereof ſignding at the South end of the ſeflions hall, as alſo 
the South gate of the ſaid caſtle, and the houſe thereupon built, and the ſtone wall running along 
from the ſaid ſouth guts to the Luier or Soar, which lieth towards the old hoſpitall within the 


Neworke in Leiceſter belng excepted and not viewed) taken the day above ſaid by Wm. Heyrick 


_ Eſq, together with Francis Harris, garpenter, Thomas Ludlam, ſlater, Thomas Green, maſon, 


William Hall; glazier, they being (killful and experienced workmen, whoſe advice and affiſtance' 


the faid Wm. Heyricv, Eſq, did uſp and take according to the tenor of bis Majeflie's commiſſion 
directed to the ſaid William Heyrick, Eſq, bearing date the one and twentieth day of December 
laſt paſt.” The whole eſtimate of repairs was 49 l. 58. 10d, which was ſigned by Mr. Heyrick 


and the workmen he employed, Among the articles enumerated was this : In the decayes f 


the ſhedd over the cellar dore leding into the dungeon, in tymber and workmanſhipp, xx s.“ 
” © i} & ; Gaunt's 


2 | * 


%% ISH OR 


Gaunt ' kitchen; it is there mentioned as a diſtinct look, iT R PROTON * 
hall is there called the Seſſions · houſe; conſequently, John of Gaunt's 
kitchen, which is diſtinctly noticed, Wag au apartment in Mr. Brown's: 
houſe in the e bet there are ſtill ſome, very large rooms 


4 . 
remaining. v e339 25} 1 29 tf} Thy 1H 5: T*r7} 111 t. 12 
The old Gellar nt vekr the mount, remains entire, log and 
Nin ſpacious, and very filthy. The Mount near it was within the ballium 


of the caſtle, and is Go bbtlsts! 4 Roman labour, probably of the age of 
the cut from the old river Leir, nom Soar (a). The Chapel, which 
was alſo within the ballium of the caſtle, is remaining, and appears to 
be a Saxon labour; it is now part of the North aile of St. Mary's 
church, and, by the outſide towards the caſtle, it ſeems to have ex- 
tended into the caſtle :yard. Into.this part of the church the caſtle, 
| keeper has a toom, hich, Locks into it. Other appene dages of the 
caſtle are the Sewh, gate, near the Regilter-office, aud the %% wall, 
leading therefrom, on ee ſide of the old hoſpital to the river, 
a wall venerable in years. The former ſeparates the caſtle yard from 
the Newark, and was, till lately, a reſpectable turreted gateway Wo >. 
ſtone, embattled, probably built by the illuſtrious: founders of the 
New-works, now called The Newark. The Lancaſter arms, on its 
South ſide, was lately deſtroyed, when 11 it was. houſe- -topped ;. but till, 
e emblems of the honours of that noble race appear on the North ſide (5). 
Mex che caſtle houſe, now occupied by: Mr: Brown, which i is 4 lofty 1 
„ _ antient building with many ſpacious, rooms, as I have, obſerved” be | 
fore; is the caſtle ditch, now perfectly viſible, although gardened wt. 
This only remains of that ſort of defence belonging v Leiceſfet caſtle, 
lies on the North fide af Mr. Browii's'hb fe," ear which, at the 


Vibe Ay of, the remains of Park. the aa, ood 2 IE 
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kind of ſummer-houſe, ; in my time, on which b eie hit _ 


Caſter arms, f in high preſervation. 298800 1 


n as it appeared i in 1789; : aps; which ies . alterations have | 
taken. place. I. took it from Braunſton-gate-bridge, the river view. 
The oppoſite front, which faces the church, ſhews the modern building, | 


the entrance to the county - hall. Within are evident tokens of Saxon 


architecture, perhaps done at its rebuilding or. reparation by that peo- 


ple (a. The roof of this building is. very lofty, and is ſupported by. 
very large oak trees, wrought; i into ſquares, The Nonh and South 


ends are fitted up for the courts of law and joſtiee, y 


The caſtle ſtands lofty, on a ſudden, ppirently-natural Haring. 
from the, water's edge, almoſt inacceſſible. In my account of Lei- 
ceſter-. abbey, 5 obſeryed, . P. 28 6. that eaptain. Groſe, the elaborate 
author of the Antiquities, of England, Wales, and Ireland, Was, at a 
loſs for information, reſpecting the antiquity and hiſtory of this caſtle. 
Writers of antient ſtory have not particularly deſcribed it. On its 
ſite, it is believed, was erected a place of defence in the time of the 


antient Britons, It was certainly” a dwelling of the Saxon earls of 
Leiceſter, and ſuffered, with the. town at the Conqueſt ; again in the 


ſubſe equent, reigns, as has beer a noticed The wounds that are now 


| viſible in the old Church oy St. Mary teſtify its frequent ſoffering; 


and the hoſpitable, Lancaft faquly, "which  Inhabited it, ſhews its 


. 


1 conſequence at a diſtant je) Partiainebity, T have informed the 


and e in the 888 of Heufy VI. &. 


Ls 


= 


reader, were holden here, 1 9 Bi: by the king and the principal 
nobility of the land, which proves it not only to have been a place of 
 irength but fit for priacely.accommodation. In the reign of Henry IV. 


a patliament was held at the caſtle by p 
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the archbiſhop of York, the duke of York, Thomas duke of Glouceſ- 
ter, the earl of Arundel, John earl of Huntingdon, and ſeveral other 


In the wild er this Work the wender his boek with ſome inſtances 
of information reſpecting this place. I have obſerved, p. $2, thatit 
devolved to the crown in the peſos of m2 W. fon "th Rnd 19 


Jo of Gaunt. 


In 1390, at the feaſt of St. Peter, fobis duke Conair but * 


ſuperb entertainment at his caſtle, Leiceſter, for the king and queen, 


whom be entertained in Leiceſter foreſt with the ſport of hunting 
there. At this royal feaſt were preſent, beſides the king and queen, 


biſhops and nobles, who expreſſed the moſt pleaſing ſutisfaction at the 
magnificence of the entertainment made by the noble Lancaſter (a). 
From Leiceſter caſtle the king journeyed to Nottingham, and lodged 


in his way thither at the lord Beaumont's, at Bedumanor, near Lough- 
borough.” This nobleman was repeatedly 


honoured with the Ry | 


of Princes, whom. dene on theis Journeys, | e 
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more (excepting that Fhave mentioned leading from the South gate 
noticed in the preceding article), were originally built with the walls, 


about the time of Edward ſon of the great ra calf Their Ke 1 


. uſual, Eat, Weſt, „Ne and South OJ. 1 1255 Y; f 
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4 Though the 2 iden were not uncommon F 
theſe times; yet this viſit drew u moſt amazing crowd of people from the adjagent villages, who, 
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The gates, as they are now called, are merely a paſſage diſgraceful | 
to the town. The humble roofs of the gates were ſold in 1774, being 
conlidered as obſtacles to'the kanne lofty load of Rar or ſtraw. 


N pittance z 8 were. ſold, and perhaps brought the Wig 
purſe, or, as ine would have it, the corporation · purſe, a few pounds ; 
now not to be. recovered; fbr the enlargement of the reſpedive paſ- 
lages,. for a ſuns very gonſiderable. Public utility certainly was not 
Gnſidered at the destruction of the Town. Gates, the Eating 2nd South 
alages 5 likely long to ſupport this ee at 19900 | 
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We mpreh ene 
ig * direflians.; the frſt the Newark and the other the Street 
It was built With the New-warks. by the founder of the hoſ- 
vital and collegiate church, .and is now uſed. as a receptacle for the 
militia arms, and remains as a ole. monument of the houſe of Lan- 


caſter. * It 4 Fi nl! 8105 3 +: Ac 
By letters from. the carl of Rutland, in 3 that it was 
purchaſed; by the. copnty.as a magazine for the trained bands; and 


that ſome men * . N vie endeavoured to convert 
it into a county gaol, 
In 168g, the. 1 — * perſons / were ended by the earl of 
Rutland as truſtees for this place, viz. the lord Beaumont, lord Fer- 
rers, lord Sherrard; Charles Cockaine, John de la Fontaine, Richard 
| Liſter, Thomas Bootliby, Thomas be and Reden 2 5 
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1 e uE Ar owy ; 
It the Newark, « Alland nook. pang raid, news; inhabited by fa- 


milies of reſpeQability,” into Which the gate-way leads, is held an 
annual fair on Shrgve-Tueſday, chiefly for the amuſement of young” 
People of both ſexes in Leictſter, - Ou this day formerly wis prattifed, | 


in this place, in ich full extent, the barbarous cuſtom of tl 
cocks; where: ſome were tied to a ſtake, and others leſt ät liberty, in 


at 


conſequence of their being traiged, 'to' ſhift fot theinſelves from the 
well- aimed blow of boys and men, who, with bludgrons, by giving | 


a certain ſum of money (generally two-pence), had fix throws. Now | 
the amuſement on Shrove-Tueſday ' is (confined to the purchaſe of 


oranges, gingerbread, &c. and what is called the aucieut {port of 
W hipping-Toms; a practice, 1 apprehend, originally inſtituted by the 


_ dwellers in the Newark to drive away the rabble, after a certain hour, | 


from the fair, It now is the ſport of boys and boyith men; two, 
| three; or more men, armed With cart· Whips, and with an handker- 


chief tied over e one eye, kre* let Toofe' upon the people to flog them, 


14 | 4 eV * 


Who fre, in general, guarded with boots" on their lege and ſticks in 
their hands. Theſe hip- ment called” Whipping-Toms, are pre- 


ceded by a bell-man, whoſe ſhake of his hand-bell gives a token or 


aathotity” for whipping the legs of tho who dare ic Yermain in the 
Newark. Many arts and devices ate” Practiſed by thb Wnipping⸗ 
Toms to take the people by ſurpfize: but quartels ſomictimes enſue 


in conſequence which beggar deſcription, © The . 1 ni ght | 
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of note, are Sunday' e 2 bridge; Bre- vi d ae 


5 gate bid. The.firſt . {paps,the Soar at. the Northera, extremity of the 
towiu, and conſiſts af ten arches, patched with! repairs: at various pe- 


tid 


 -rigds; the fence: walls" thereon are low, af dangerous. The Weſt | 
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near the caſtle. Bow bridge extends over the old Soar,. and is, doubt- 


of five arches, and is repreſented p. 64.  Braunſton-gate bridge was 
widetied with brick, and the lane, called Dun's lane; leading to it, 
made agreeably commodious for paſſengers, the preſent year, 1792. 
This bridge's ſite is South-Weſtwardly, over the old Soar, and con- 
fiſts of four arches a). They were all originally built of ſtone; but 
they are now, excepting Bow brid 4 e with irik 
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25 paſſed over cheſe very bridges to and from Leiceſter; but where 
| are * ſituate were probably the Roman paſſages to and from 


partly from the accurate obſeruation of a learned traveller over it. 


my Leic celterſhire Excur ang; "but, as they. may n not be in the hands of 
E. purchaſer of this volume, I. give my obſervations in paſſing 
from Newark to High crofs Nin this note below, accompanied with 


* 5515 * . LIP IH | 
the plan I laid down for the uſe of the Teader(c). - ap riched F 
nl [933i usũ ha? 2 ut na 828 444101 aA atm A of; $6 a8 noi MH aboge) Under 
oa 1518 Wei e t bon ; F200 dn. een. S e N u 6) who] ies 


Lt T 17 L $ Ping chat we webe. =" 1 at 1 "ry 1 1 in POTEN the 
Wines road * Roman work), 11 purpoſely to ad out boo, of ſpecial Se 


bridge alſo Hed) che Soar; and conſiſts of fobr, arches ; its is 'ſitajate | 


leſs, the moſt, ancient and uniform bridge at this, place. It conſiſts | 


. 1s and, By I with not to be under ſtood that the Ro- 5 


5 NY u p. 13, I have noticed the Foſs way, or Roman, route, 


Here 1 tall Chew its preſent ffäte from a rectüt viſit, which 1 gave in 
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nder this article, 1 . to mention 1 
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A Rowan Encamrannr n near uren, 


Which I Wy" bed p. 12, in my attempt to ſhew the e 7 
Leiceſter, It lizs at the diſtance. of about 3 miles from the upper 
line of the Roman route, en town 0 Lane and is an object 


at | lun irn ii 7 5 5 3x by „ 16 411 
If i happened to that celebrated Antiquary, what muſt I expect, who undertook this journey, 
through mire and clay, in the month of October, urged to it I cannot ſay from ſuch laudable mo- 
tives, becauſe the ſtations or Roman towns ſrom Newark are now pretty well aſcertained ! 

Many perſons have written of things concerning theſe /tinere who have never ſeen them. 


Others have ſeen them, like myſelf, partially, and have particularized the who. My account is 
| confined to general obſcryations on its preſent ſtate, as deſtitute of conjefture as, it may be thought 


by ſome, of real importance. After the paſſing of about 160 years, we may readily conceive 
bow much it muſt have ſuffered in its form and magnitude; Kncroachmeat, dictated by avarice, 
has notwithſtanding left it till a monument of honqur and high antiquity ; its courſe, the diſtance 
I have travelled it, —_ be raced with eaſe, Tyan whers ths ford of the manor ys by Heyne! 
called it his on. 

The plan RY which T have laid ieee e eee eee 
a furvey of mathematical rules and inſtruments, but. chiefly from appearance), 1 flatter myſelf, 
is done with a tolerable degree of accuracy, It will ew the reader at ane view the courſe 
it takes through the country, and it will eve alſo mn 4 reference to the general remarks” which 
, follow. The patt of the road ſtained green ſhews that there it is unt a gravel. road. * | 
I began this route at Newark in October 1791, ere 
ſhire to that of my preſent engagements in this county, which in ſome meaſure may. ſerve reſpec- 
tively for each diſtri, | 

\ 'Newerk, ſuppoſed by fame to be the Ron Av PoxTza, Lies on the bel from Lien, In 
vain have the learned ſtruggled to remove Ad Pentom hence, and to fix it at Sab, and I know 
not where, Argumente, however, it muſt be allowed, ſeem more in favour of Southwell than 
Newark, although the former lies from the road, over the Trent, for more than three miles. 
Here Roman coins and pottery have boen frequently found ; but Newark, which was bulle & late. 
ly asthe reign of king Stephen, is deſtitute of thoſe honourable tokens of antiquity. | e 

The road from Newark to Thory bar, at the diſtance of abogt four miles, is ſpacious, on a level 
country, paſſing through the lordſhip of Farndon to Thorp lane end, Aud nearly oppoſite to 
Thorp. bar you are in view of Southwell minſter, on the right, over the Trent, which ſerpentines 
delightfully hereabouts, Here, we are 9h, was RAY 4 bridge over the Trent ho 2 
well 
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ſeen from Burrow, in this county, 13 miles from Ratby, another 
grand antient MALE. in probably of the ſame age. In addition to 
wuhat 


well (though not a veſtige of it now remains); near which ſtood a ſmall ſtation, it is imagined, as 
a protection to the paſſage over it, At Stoke, a little farther on the road, perhaps half a mile, 
there is every appearance of the ſite of a large antient building, which might eaſily command the bridge. 
It is on a bold eminence, near the church, and overlooks rhe Trent. (Sir George Bromley's ſea 

is on the right of the church a few paces.) The ground on the ſummit of this eminence lies in 
ridoes, over more than an acre of land; it is an admirable fituation for a caſtle, and commands a 
great extent of country. It is called the Hall- Claſe, and places near it are called (why I kgow not) 
Stoke-red-gutter, and The Blind- Mare t Neeps. Neither Newark nor Southwell anſwer wi reſpect 
to diſtance fo well as this place. In the table from Margidunum to Ad Pontem it is put down ſeven 
miles, to which the bridge, ſuppoſed to have been over the Trent to near Thorp bar, Southwell, 

anſwers nearly, The eminence at Stoke, and the place ere the bridge ſtood, hare a ſhort and 
eaſy communication. 4 

Great part of the road between Stoke and Eaſt Bridgeford retains its antient and venerable to- 
kens of tarrowed age. The gorſe and black thorn ſpring from the uncultivated foil, and grow 
luxuriantly ; and in ſ-me places the ſpreading oaks ſhade the paſſage, and intercept the fight, Being 
confined, in conſequence, from viewing diſtant objects, the mind is naturally employed in contem- 
plating the woody ſcenery with which this country abounded, when the Romans made theſe me- 
morabie paſſages through it. 

Nothing, in my opinion, can rob Eaſt Bridgeford of its Roman honours, Here you have the 
moſt indiſputable proots of its high antiquity. An antient encampment ; ; the name of 4arrow, which 
a place in this field ſtill retains; the diſcovery of Roman coins and Roman pottery; the diſtance 
from Willoughby, the next ſtation, agreeing exactly with the route; all together form ſuch ſtrong 
evidence, as will admit of no objection to the. general opinion, that Eaſt 3 was the Max- 
GIDUSUM of the Romans. 

The road from the Foſs to the village is in a right line, very ſpacious, the length of more than 
half a mile. The village (or rather the lanes leading to it) is a labyrinth the way I entered it. 
The numerous paſſages, opening to the more numerous incloſures adjoining the village, miſguide 
you: the trees in the hedge-rows are lofty, numerous, and meet each other ; which make the 
lanes gloomy and miry, and ſome of them almoſt impaſſavle. 

From a kind of cliff, near the church, you command extenſive proſpects of the country over the 
Trent; near which commences the upper Foſo- way marbed in the plan. I doubt not but moſt ſta- 
tions, which lay any way from the road, had another leſs: frequented paſſage, for nearneſs, in 4 
diie& line, from the ſtation to the main road. This occurs at Leiceſter, | 

At a place called Caſtle hill, partly upon the main Foſs road oppoſite to this village, a n of 
this place, I was informed, by digging, diſcovered an earthen pot full of coins (bat nobody cou'd 
tell me even of what ſort they were); from which he grew ſuddenly rich, or rather lelt oft labauring 
1575 : ; work, 
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what 1 have ſaid before on this ſubject, p. 12, I would remark that 


there is an eaſy communication from the Foſs road, above the town, 

/ A | : to 
work, and turned hanker in the little way ; for, it is ſaid that he lends to poor working-men crowns, 
half-crowns, ſhillings, and even ſixpences, at a certain intereſt per week. Whatever may have 
been his good fortune, I cannot diſcoyer that he has entruſted any body with the particulars of it; 
all that the neighbours know is, that from the ftuation of a labourer he now fills that of a banker, 
with no other viſible means of exiſtence. 


One of the oldeſt men in the village told me, he bad heard of coins and other things of antiquity. 
being found there, but he had never ſeen any. | 

Hence, with the Reverend Mr. Anderſon, vicar of St. Nicholas, Leiceſter, who voluntarily ac- 
companied me in this journey, I travelled to Bingham, which inclines about a mile and a quarter 
from the Foſs road. At Bingham we flept that night; and next morning continued our route to- 
wards Willoughby, VER XOMETUM. The road from Newark to Bingham is all well gravelled ; but 
from Bingham we found it, in many places, very indifferent indeed. 8 

In ſome places the old pack-horſe road is ſlill viſible and uſeful, and in others it is grown over 
with graſs. When you have travelled a mile or two, the country on the left opens delightfully to 
view. Belvoir caſtle, as a diſtant object, with extenſive valleys at its baſe, ſits as a molt noble creſt 
upon a broad ſhield. About four miles from Bingham, Nottingham, Wollaton-hall, /&c. are 
_ pleaſing objects, and appear as if they were cloſe at hand. 

About Cotgrave ſome very inconſiderate mind has juſt eauſed two hovrid pits to be made, right 
acroſs the Foſs road, at the diſtance from each other only five yards, to get lime ſtone, as I am 
told, to mend the roads of a new encloſure. They are ſunk, ſquare and ſteep, to the depth of ſeven 
or eight feet. A traveller, in the night, could ſcarcely avoid falling into one of them, in which 
caſe his horſe and ſelf muſt inevitably periſh. I hope, before this caution. meets the public eye, 

the author of ſuch an indiſereet act will be made ſenſible of the dan ger which awaits a night-travel- 
ler, that ſome preventative s be applied to ſecure thoſe from danger who may have occafian to 
paſs that way. 

Near a lodge houſe, a little farther on, called Free- Maſon's 4 the following lordſhips join; 
Ouihorp, Kinbolton, Cotgrave, and Staunton ; Clipfton and Widmerpool nearly meet them. 

Beyond this lodge the Foſs puts on a broad and venerable feature. The autumnal hue on the 
| oaks, the black-thorn, and wild ſhrubs which bound it, raiſed our ideas of its high antiquity. 

Willoughby, the VERNOMETUM of the Romans, lies with a bend from the Foſs about a mile, but 
not now fo eaſily to be traced as the laſt ſtation ;' nor are there at Willoughby thoſe diſtin and in- 
diſputable marks of an intrenchment, or other military works, which are viſible at Eaſt Bridgeford. 
But here alſo the eminence overlooking the brook, and the Moſaic pavemęnts and coics found there, 
as mentioned by the induſtrious Stukeley,. are eyidences ſufficient to eſtabliſh our belief that Wil- 

joughby was the Yernometum of the Itinerary. 
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to this miſitaty ſtation; and that it might be an appendage or a pro- 
tection to the Roman way. | 
Raws- 
Between Willougby and Segs-hill is a conſiderable curve in the road, occaſioned, doubtleſs, by 
the viſible encroachments thereabouts ; for, farther on, the Foſs is about 200 yards over, and here | 
not 100. Near Segs-hill it is the broadeſt, conſiderably, between Newark and High-Croſs, 
VENONES, | 

Near Segs-hill ſix lordſhips meet, viz. Ragdale, ou Dal, Willoughby, Burton, Segrave, and 
Thruſſington. Segs-hill is in the pariſh of Dalby; and it has been imagined by ſome to have been 
a {mall ſtation, a thing not uncommon _ the Roman roads, near a grand ſtation, which lay at 
ſome diſtance from the road. 

About a wile from this place you fee all that is very eminent in the county to much advantage. 
The Foreſt hills form a grand line, linked to Budden-wood ; and, on the other hand, Burrow-hill, 
in a range of elevated ſtations, is chained, as it were, to Bilſden Copley. The villages below fit in 
the happieſt order behind each other, backed by the handſame tower of Melton Mowbray. Theſe 
are ſeen to the beſt advantage about Thruſſington. 

The line of the Foſs, near Radcliffe-on-the-Wreke, is very ſtrait, but uneven; you paſs over 
ſeveral lofty ſwells of the earth. The Daniſh tumuli ir: this lordſhip, mentioned by Mr. Carte, are 
at hand. The ground near is formed on one fide not unlike the Rawdikes at Leicefier, but pro- 
bably not a work of art, as they are. 

Between this place and Syſton are ſome extenſive valley-views, diverſified with pleaſing objects; 
Queneborough's beautiful ſpire is not the leaſt. Hence you paſs over an old bridge, which ſpans the 
Mrele, at the extremity of 8) ſlon meadow, Ir appears to have wintered many a rough blaſt ; and 
is now decrepid on its worn-out ſtumps, but they are not Roman. In Syſton liberty, through which, 
the Foſs paſſes, the road is ſtrangely diſmembered. The gripe of violence and power has ſeized it, 
and left the ſhadow for the ſubſtance; it 16 narrowed to a ſlender lane, the moſt filthy that ever man 

ed, 
. we continued our route over the Nether Fofs road, through Thurmaſton, to . 
the Rar of the Romans. The other road ſhewn in the engraving continues in a ſtrait line near 
the Soar, by Burſtall, Belgrave, and Leiceſter abbey, to Danet's Hall, which is much eroſſed by 
other roads near Leiceſter, and diminiſhed in many places by encroachments, 

It would be needleſs to attempt io ſhew, and vanity in me to endeavour to prove, in this place, 
the great antiquiry-of Lriceſter. It is the undoubted and generally acknowledged Rar in this 
route, Roman coins found here are innumerable ; fragments of moſaic pavement are dug up fre- 
quently, and Roman pottery. Sirong foundations of old walls of amazing thickneſs, of foreſt ſtone, 
lie in all directions and at great depths, in the old part of the town, towards the river, The Ra- 
dikes juſt without the town, Jewry Wall, and the miliary ſtone now placed in Belgrave - gate, are 
Kill vifible and moſt inconteſtable noble monuments of its R man antiquity, | | 
1572 The 
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'T will. juſt mention under this ſection. Since I publiſhed my account 

of this place to ſhew the antiquity of Leiceſter, I got Mr. Everard, 
who ſurveyed the Ratby encampment; to ſurvey this renowned labour; 
which, in length, agrees nearly with my old friend Mr. Lee's ac- , 
count in a letter to Dr. Stukeley, publiſhed in Mr. Nichotss Collec- 
tions; but it differs in that particular from that of Mr. Bickerſtaft's, 
p. 13. Mr. Lee makes the length 634 yards, Mr, Everard 629 yards, 
2 feet. This admeaſurement includes the race: paſſage, and that part 


. The Foſs from the back of Danet's Hall, on to Redhouſe, on the Narborough road, is now but 
bole frequented, and is moch diſmembered, ſcarcely a trace of it in ſome places being left, The 
road from and tothe ſtation was probably over the old river, near Braunſion ge 3 11 bave marked 
that paſſage in the plan. | 

The Foſs, from its junction at Redhouſe, * a 3 from. Leiceſter, nearly to Aby, i =; 

" _ ſpacious except in one place, a litle beyond the turnpike, on the right : there it has been lately 
much diminiſhed, and is ſhame fully narrow. Beyond Enderby alſo, in ſome places, it has been 
materially diminiſhed by former encroachments, which give it ſom= awkward curves... Beyond 
Narborough, where there is a viſible bend, it is miry, and in ſome places narrow. Near Langham 
bridges, which croſs the Soar, Croft hill looks boldly.  'Theſe bridges, as they are called, or rather 

bridge, are an object of ſome note. They are built over a ſwampy part of the Foſs, and extend 
over two acres of ground. They, for their ſimplicity, muſt be regarded as the moſt antient work of 
labour, excepting the Foſs itſelf between Newark and High Croſs. The arches are built of foreſt 
ſtone; without much deſign but that of durability. They are narrow, and without a fence or wall 
on either fide ; and in ſome places they ſo reſcmble the rock itſelf, peeping through the moſs and 
ruſhes, joined with ſuch admirable mortar, exhibiting through age the ſame feature as the ſtone, that 
you are at a loſs to know whether they be not ſome apertures in a rock, naturally favourable to the ©) 
pailage of the ſlream. - 
Beyond this bridge, toward Sutton, the Foſs puts on its wand} ippearance, cloathed with its 
natural ornaments, the Fan thorn, and the * but it is not ſo ſpacious as at gege- hill and 0 
Beyond Sutton, at a 1 place called Soar- AI (the fiſt mill upon the river), it is almoſt choaked | 
vp; and, farther on, its almoſt loſt with eagloſures, particulagly about Froleſworih and Sharoford, : 
and ſoon to 
High Cue wed marked the ſite of the e Venours, 8 og city of Ga 
— g en 1s now itſelf a ruin, ſtricken by lightning the latter end of the ſummer of 1791. 
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Tevelled by alderman Phipps,” who rented this part of St Mary's field, 
ſome years ſince; Poor Mr, Lee, I remember, was much hurt at the 
alderman's lack of antiquarian taſte, and, by the aid of Mr. alderman 


Ludlam, n . tes a farther auge of his rkg | 
Ana. 5 eee 1 TE” . 


Renu. 


˖ 4 portion of St. «© Mary 8 field; which nearly achoins the towh, Was 
fer apart for. the. anpual ſport of racing about fifty years ſitice- Be- 
fore that time the races were held in the abbey-ineadoWw, where the 
_ horſes. ran ſometimes. up to the Knees in water; and on this they 
are not much better. They croſs turnpike” roads four times; ; and, by 
the ſhamefyl perverſeneſs of farmers in earting over it, i ar in wet 
ſeaſons, almoſt. up to. the belly in mire, in ſome places. 
On this race · ground have been two extraordinaty and Weed 
ae of ſpott. The firſt was iu the year 1745, between a hoſe Hamed 


ib and another name d Bucephalus ;; 2 the former Won at /thres! boats 


. 0 
1 * . 


$a ares. _— 


with much difficulty ; it was remarked by the ſpectators, that as they 
ſtarted each heat ſo they came in; the conflict was terrible. 

The other was in the year 1783, between three horſes out of five 
which ſtarted, viz. the duke of Grafton's ' Duſter, Mr. Edward's Mar- 
cut, and Mr. Naper's Gamefter. Gamefter won the firſt heat, Dufter 
the ſecond, Marcus the third, and Der the fourth. The conteſt 
was ſo near and doubtful, almoſt every heat, that violent quarrels 
and hard blows enſued by the ſpectators reſpecting the ſteward's deci- 


ſion. However, the heatg in general were ſo violently conteſted, and 


ſo near run, that few agrerd, who were near the winling · poſt, which 
was the winning horſe each heat. This, however, is certain, that 
the poor animals could e move ae wy n after 


the race was over... VFTFFTCCTTFFC hiofl 0 nviers wy £ Y 
. | „ | 5 | | This 
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This extraordinary race I wn ſhewn in the annexed plats, It re- 
preſents the three paſſing the diſtance poſt, nearly run dead, the fourth 
heat, when it required great exertions in the riders to keep them on - 


 Hion Con. 


This deſpicable ſubſtitute for that repreſented i in plate P. ds was 
made of one of its pillars. That croſs I have mentioned in p. ga; it 
Was erected on the ſite of one which was then deſtroyed. Moſt pro- 
bably iz ſtood in the center of the four croſs ways; the High-ftreet, 
the High-croſs-ſtreet, Shambles-lane, now altered to Shambles ſtreet, 
and that leading to North-gate-ſtreet, That which was an ornament 
to Leiceſter ſtood a little diſtance from the croſs roads Northwardly, 
and extended from the opening where the pillar now ſtands, partly 
over the mid-way, which juſt left room for carriages to paſs 3 from 
which extended the fign of the Horſe-and-irumpet, a large inn, now 
occupied as a private houſe by Mr. Bradley, grocer. The deſtruQion . 


% 
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of this croſs was lamented much by ſome. It was fold in portions, in 
1773, for a few pounds, after ſtanding about 196 years, by the ſame 
contracted minds, and nearly at the ſame time, which left for the ſake 
of a few pounds, in the ſale of old walls, the entrances through the 
gateways of this town ſuch diſgraceful paſſages. | 
In my Leiceſterſhire Excurſions I have inſerted a curious article 
which in ſome meaſure reſpects the High croſs, and alſo St. Mary's 
church, the annual riding of the Ratby men to Leiceſter, which has 
been a cuſtom for upwards of 400 years, and is ſtill continued in ſome 
degree (a). | FREE 
6% The tradition is as follows. © There is in the pariſh of Ratby a meadow adjoining the road 
from Market Boſworth to Leiceſter; Before the fields were incloſed, this meadow belonged to 
ſeveral occupiers of land in the pariſh of Ratby. The cuſtdm was, to mow their ſeveral allotments 
on a certain day, called © the meadow-mowing,” as was the cuſtom in ſeveral parts of the county, 
particularly at Nelſton, Desford, Stanton under Bardon, &c. When the labour of the day. was over, 
the remaining part was ſpent in wreſtlings, footballs, cudgel-playing, and other athletic exexciſes; 


and the evening was ſpent with muſic and dancing on a ſmall eminence in one part of the meadow. 
It happened in the latter part of the ceign of Edward III. or beginning of the reign of Richard 


II. that John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaſter, and earl of Leiceſter, fourth ſon of Edward III. 


* * 
* 


paſſed by the meadow, on his way to Leiceſter, where he then kept his court, attended by only 
one ſervant, on the day of the meadow-mowing. Obſerving mirth and feſtivity, he alighted 
from his horſe, and aſked the cauſe of their diverſion. They told his Grace, they had been 
mowing the,meadow, according to annual cuſtom, which was called Rems-dale. Having joined 
with them in their diverſions, he was fo well pleaſed with their innocent paſtimes, that, when 
he took his Jeave, he told them if they would meet him at Leiceſter, at ſuch a time and place, 
which he appointed, he would give to each of them an ewe to their ram, alſo a wether, whoſe graſſy 


fleece ſhould annually, when ſold, make them all a ſplendid repaſt. There was a conſultation im- 


mediately held ; ſome ſaid it was only a joke; others ſaid they were determined to know the truth 
of the matter. Accordingly about fifteen perſons ſet out for Leiceſter, and went to the appointed 


place, where they found his Grace, who informed them, if they would keep the following arti- 


cles, he would give to each of them a piece or parcel of land, fituated in a meadow in the pariſh of 
Enderby, in the ſaid county of Leiceſter, adjoining” the river Soar, and near unto an antient bury» 


ing ground, called St. John's  church-yard, containing by meaſure half an acre, which was to be called 


The Erwes, for each man's private uſe; alſo another ſmall piece for every perſon, to be called The 
| Boots, about five yards wide, and 50 or 60 yards long; and he would likewiſe give to them a piece 
or parcel of land for their general uſe, to be called The Wether, containing about 2 acres, adjoining 
| ons river Soars which, 1 it is ſaid, ina rainy ſeaſon “ waſhes the wether's breech ;” the gaſe-c rop tobe 

fold 
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| The 9 Mr. Carte wy been forewhat particular in ; his MS. . 
ſpeQing this pace. He ſays, Kk 4 a 


„ The moſt” antient mention that I have met with of any ſchool. in Leiceſter 
is in a deed without date, whereby Robert Firz-John, of Whitwick, grauted 
to Adam le Sage, of Torp, formerly rector of the ſchools in Leiceſter, and to 
his heirs or aſſigns, certain lands in the field of Rotebi; to which were witneſſes 
Sir Peter ſon of Roger, John ſon of the ſame, knights, John de Aneſti, John 
de Lumchamp, William Bate of Groby, &c. Q. whether the firſt of theſe 
witneſſes be not the ſame with Peter ſon' of Roger, who was ide firſt. 80 of 
Leiceſter in 1246, and ſo continued till 1256 inclufively ? | 
The next mention that 1 find made of a ichool here is, that a biſhop of Car- 
liſle had given land for the maintaining a free-ichool in the. pariſh of St. Mar- 
garet; this biſhop I take to have been John Penn), who was abbot of Leiceſ 
ter, and afterwards biſhop of Carliſle, and lies buried in St. Margaret's. church. 
This land, it is ſaid; Mr. John Beaumont about 1541 (at which time he was re- 


fold annually on Whit-monday; at Enderby, to the beſt bidder, which of late years amounts to 4. 
or upwards, to defray the expences of an annual teaſt on W hit-monday. 

Articles. That there ſhall be o perions chuſen annually, by a majority, to be called caterers, 
Who ſhall on every W hit-monday go to Ixicefter, ta what inn they ſhall think proper, where a 
calf's head ſhall be provided for their breakfaſt; and. when the bones are picked cleai,, they are to 
be put into a diſh, and ſerved up with the dinner. Likewiſe the innkeeper is to provide to large | 
rich pies, for the caterers to take home, that heir families may partake of ſome of their teſtivity. 
Likewiſe, there ſhall be provided tor every perſon a ſhor! ſilk lace, tagged at bub ends with ſilver, 
' which, u hen ſo equipt, they ſhall all proceed to Enderby, and fell the grais of The Wether tothe 
beit bidder; thence they ſhall go to the meadow, and all dilmount, and each perſon ſhall take 


- a {mall picce of the graſs from the before-mentioned Wether, and ie it round with their tagged lace, + 


and wear it in their hats, and ride in proceſſion to the High-croſs in Leiceiter, and there throw them 
among the populace ; thevee proceed to their inn, and go in proceſſion to St, Mary's church, 
where a ſermon ſhall be preached tor the benefit of an hoſpital founded by Henry earl of Lancaſter, 
When ſervice is over, a deed ſhall be read over by the clergyman concerning the above gift, and the 
chu ch ſhall be ſtuck with flowers. When the ceremony is over, GY are to return to their inn % 


dinner, and cloſe the day with mirth and feſtivity. hr 
| | * corder 


13 


0 LEICESTER. 


corder and pt =" "Fein ſold away. but by what authority doth not appear, 


Certain it is, the corporation was diflatisfied with what he bad done; and there- 


fore, March 11, 6 Edw. VI. at a common ball they reſolved to endeavour the 
recovery of it ; and for that and ſome other purpoſes ſent Mr. Robert Boughton, 


vicar of St. Martin- 8, to London, whoſe charges were borne half by the town, 


and half by the pariſh of St. Margaret: but what progreſs he made in the 
matter I find not ; only the event ſhews that this attempt proved abortive, and 
it is poſſible that the death of king Edward VI. might occaſion them to deſiſt 
from all proſecution of the matter. 

The original of the free-ſchool is, by all perſons whom I have Jiſcourled with 


about i it, computed to have been in 1573 ; which is an error in itſelf, and an 


. becaſion of other errors; and therefore I ſhall deliver my opinion, and then 
mention ſome of the eee on which it is founded. 

My opinion is, that Thomas Wigſton, prebendaty of the church of Newark, 
net of the famous William Wigſton, founded the ſchool in the place 
where the ſehool-houſe now ſtands, and that he endowed it with lands, which, 
together with the guardianſhip or overſght of the ſchool, he entruſted with the 


maſter and confrater of his brother's hoſpital, charging them to pay 101. a 
year to the maſter of the ſchool ; and thus it continued till the aygmentation . 


and new-eſtabliſhing of it about 1573. The circumſtances upon which niy 
opinion is grounded are as follow: 1. Leland aſſerts that Thomas Wigſton 
made the free-ſchool in Leiceſter, 2. John Pott, ſchool-maſter of Leiceſter, is 
faid to be one of the fugitives that were gone beyond ſea, contrary to the ſta» 
tute, 13 Eliz. 3. I have ſeen, among other papers concerning the new hoſ- 
pital, a rental of lands in 1561 and 1562, out of which the ſchool-maſter is 
paid. 4. It was agreed at a common hall, June 30, 1 564, that one of the 


bells of St. Peter's church ſhould be ſold, to repair the ſchool-houſe; all 


which was before the ſuppoſed foundation of the ſchool, and confirms what I 
| have ſuggeſted ; and hence we learn how it comes to paſs that the maſter 
and confrater of Wigſton's hoſpital are ſo much concerned in the viſitation and 


government of the ſchool, although queen Elizabeth; in ber grant, takes no 


notice of them, but only of the Mayor, &c. Hence alſo we may obſerve 
how erroneouſly the 201. a year, Which is paid by the hoſpital ro the ſchool- 
| per, is all of it called the earl of Huntingdon's gift, whereas the earl by his 
Z2 2 2 1 dieed 
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deed gave only a rent-charge of 10l. a year, en the other 10l. ariſes 
from'the lands entruſted to the hoſpital for maintenance of the ſchool, &c. Tag 

- April 7, 15 Eliz. the queen in conſideration of 351. having granted to the | 
mayor and co· durgeſſes of Leiceſter the materials of the decayed church of St. 

Peter; they according to their obligation ſet about building a ſchool-houſe 
anew, which I ſuppoſe was on the ſame ground as the former, becauſe I find no 
account of the putehaſe of the ſite of it, and finiſhed it the next year; and at 
the ſame time they erectect a new houſe at the North end of the ſchool-houſe 
for ibe head ſchool-maſter to dwelt in, aud thereto laid all tlie backſide that 
lately was in the occupation of Johnſon Maſon, reſerving to themſelves the 
rent of 208. a year. For deſraying theſe and ſome other charges, they laid 


themſelves, the MOR at 28. and the arty: -ight at 18. each, 35 Ts 
16 Elia. 


DB. 


{1 


In 1604, the Rev. T homes Haynes, born at Thruſh ington, in this 
county, gave 400l. to be beſtowed in buying lands, or houſes, in of 
near Leiceſter, of the yearly rent of 241; for ever, for the maintenance 
of a ſehool maſter in Thurcaſton, or ſome town near thereunto, to 
teach ten poor children and for the maintenance of two poor ſcholars 
in Lincoln College, to come from the free · ſchool at Leiceſter; or, in 
default of that, from the Free- ſchool at Melton; the fchool- maſter 
to have 121; yearly, and the ſcholars 61. R 


Fhere appears to me ſomething in the conſtitution. * this ſchool 
irregular, or not well aſcertained. From the corporation books l have 
ſelected the time, and by whom, moſt of the maſters and uſhers were 
appointed ; in which I diſcover that the maſter of Wigſton's hoſpital 
bas had the power of recommending, if not the appointment, of them, 
although this right is generally exerciſed by the mayor and fenior al. 
dermen, i. e. by. thoſe, who have been mayors. To thoſe who know 
that the founder of Wigſton's hofpital was a principal” founder "alfs 
of ou ſchool, it wall not 1 "ge that this maſter” of that hoſ- | 
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pital hould have been, originally, intruſted with ſome ſort of ſuperin- 
tending of this ſchool. | The ſenior aldermen, of a trading town like 
Leiceſter, may be men of integrity and diſcretion ; but they cannot be 
ſuppoſed to inherit a ſufficient ſhare of claſſical learning to judge of 
the reſpective abilities of each candidate, at a vacancy, who deſires to 
become the maſter of this ſchool. The uſhers have been ſometimies 
choſen; by a common hall. As I cannot conceive that the bare men- 
tion of the names of moſt of the maſters and uſhers would be ge- 
nerally entertaining, I here give the reader a few particular inſtances 
of the appointment, &c. of teachers. This ſchool originally was not 
improperly, as it is now, divided into ſeparate. ſchools; but the maſter, 
ag at Weſtminſter, St, Paul's, and the Charter- Houſe, in London, 
bad the ſuperintendence of the whole. In Leiceſter, ſomehow, the 
maſter and uſhers, or each maſter is almoſt now, alas ! without 
ſcholars. 1 remember it a noble ſeat of learning, an honour to the 
town, and moſt, « eminent for its ſcholars, | 

6 1627, Mr. Augel, maſter. He was offered 20l. in ooh 6, if be 
would reſign. | 5 
'M 1648, Mr. Coleman, under-uſher, was hege the ſchool by 
the mayor and juſtices, after being 20 years under-uſher. '- 
4 1649, Mr. Millis was propoſed for maſter by Mr. Lee, who after- 
. wards wrote to Mr. n that his brother 177 9 apply. his 
place. ee ie . 
. 1651, Mr. Wood, maſter, from Stoption! Aa at à common 
hall, that if Mr. Wood would come to the Free-Ichool, and be approved 
by the mayor and viſitors, he ſhould have the ſchool (the maſter aud 
confrater of Wigſton' s hoſpital were always Viſitors, in my time, 
when at this ſchool.)—Joſeph Bickland, under- uſher, it appears, was 
made by the maſter af the lioſpital; and it was aſſerted by him that 
it is the undoubted power of his place to preſent a ſchool· maſter. 
wil | e : ++..4 64 kochen 
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10 1662, Mr. David Thomas, head maſter, recommended by Mr, 
Meredith, warden of All Souls, and maſter of the hoſpital. 

1667, Mr. Nathaniel Ball, maſter, recommended by Ds. oy 
at the mayor's requeſt; 


** 1671, Mr. Wells invited by the yer and ſeniors to take the ' 


ſchool. 
„% William Davy; oader-odir, to hold during pleaſure af the mayo 
and aldermen who have been mayors. 

« 1678, Mr. William Thomas, maſter, elefted 5 a common hall. 
«© 1684, Mr. Keen, uſher, by the Twenty-fo Nel drin un 
% 1689, Mr. Kilby, head- uſner, at a common bell de Vic 


Since about the year 1714, the maſter and uſhers have been elected 
by the mayor aud ſenior aldermen; but no Tufficient reaſon appears to 
me for the exerciſe of this power It may be juſ. 

1 find a charge in the records of the Corporation, A. D. 1618, 
Athos &« Paid gth Dec. to watchtmen, for watching the {cK661 when 
the ſcholars were ſo uuruly as to ſhut out their maſter, 48. 34% 8 


This ſchool, and the ſchool-houſe which ſtands at the ab ok of 
the building, were erected 16 Eliz. The . houſe was built for the 
reſidence of the head-maſter, towards the buildipg of which, the cor- 
- poration, as individuals, were the principal contributors. 


The ſchool ſhould be viſited, as I obſerved before, by the * 
and confrater of Wigſton's hoſpital. Mr. Jackſon, the laſt maſter 


who reſided in Leiceſter, was a punctual attendant at the ſtated pe · 
riods, accompanied, generally, by the clergy of the reſpective pariſh- 
churches, and the mayor of the town, &c. But now the maſterſhip 
of the hoſpital having become an office of profit merely to the poſſeſſor, 
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This dilgog ! is a 4 8 pile of foreft-ftone, interſperſed with 
ſome pieces of wrought free-ſtone, lying 1 in all directions; it is covered 


with ſlate. It is but an ordinary building. On it are the arms of 
England, and a table of the benefactors, as follow : 


— 


| " 


© 8 
1 Quo Elizabeth gave per ann. 10 0 
ey Earl of Huntingdon 20 0 0 Fe: 


Sir William Wigſton 10 60 
10 1 Sk Ralph Rawlett "RY [oj 
1157 Mr. William Norrice '- 3 
Mr. James Ellis, ſenr. 1 
Mr. James Ellis, jun. 3 
Mr. John Stanly n e 
5 
I 
0 
I 
0 
6 


Mr. Thomas Gilbert Hes 
Mrs. Dorothy Baker 
Mr. Robert Heyrickg 
Mr. Thomas Clarke 
Mr. Margaret Hobby ß 
Mr. Thomas Mins , - 
| e 
a Tobias Hep (wore ade ae 2 5 8 


7. 12.0. 


— 


F . 


SHAMBLES, ce dle Scnoor. 


The 5 now occupied by the charity-hoys belonging to the 
ſchool founded by Alderman Gabriel Newton, was originally built in 
1682, at the expence of 55l. for the uſe of the town (butchers on the 
week-day markets; it Was but a ſhor t time uſed for that purpoſe, and 


Was 


> . ) 
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* 


was a. building below deſeription; the other ſhambles which ſtood, 
When 1 was a ſchool- boy, in, the, market-place, was a regular-formed 
and handſome bunlding, if r my idea of it fail not. It was taken down 
at the erection of the exchange 1 in 1746. 177 4 . 
The Green-caat ſchool is ſituate near St. Nicholas church, N 
Jewry-wall, and was fitted up for that purpoſe in 1785. The boys, 
35 in numbet, are cloathed j in green, with red collars on their coats, a 
black cap (in the alderman's time green), and are allowed a halfpenny 
roll for breakfaſt, and apprenticed with 5. They are taught reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and pſalmody. They have two maſters, one at 
a ſalary of gol. and the other lol. per annum; the latter teaches 
them to ſing, at ſtated times, and attends them to church with the 
other maſter, on Sundays, Wedneſdays, and ke The corpo- 


ration are truſtees, Yee p. 187, * 
i 81! 509 o Nt 


120 A. ST. Mas ta Senpas wal 07 


= 


. This building, Wen lands near che chy 1% was - built by voluntary 

ſubſcription i in the year 1785, principally * the inhabitants and con- 
gregation at that church; towards which, the Preacher, the Rev. Mr. 
Robinſon, may be juſtly ſaid to have u. much. It educates 45 
boys, and 35 girls, not only in reading, &c. but in religious duties, 
and the girls, moreover, in habits of induſtry; | The children are 
cloathed in hght brown, kept exceedingly orderly and clean, and are 
frequently attended, or rather ſuperintended, by their benefactors. A 
| maſter and miſtreſs reſide. The ſalary of the former is 39l. and the. 
ny 151. a end . coſt  building/Gool.” inte and | 


% P 


2 * s 0 Mk 5 by | 5 1 | ag riw ; "Sengol., . * U . 1 11 * 150 fs 
Meine gut Mas 1 5 loot: 
[This alſo is a l for the education of the children of the poor, 

[belooging tothe pariſh, built and e 14 ee ſubſcription. 


The 


— 
| 


. 


"6s LEtOE SWH. 373 


| The building, which is doubtleſs ons of the protifeſt otkiiiienes; as a 
public edifice, in the town, was erected in the year 1791, at the 
-expence of 950l. It educates thirty-five: boys, and thirty girls. It 
ſtands in Friat- lane, on a healthful ſpot. Here refide a maſter and a 
miſtreſs, 1 in genteel apartments, the former on à falary of zol. and 
the latter 201, a year. The former is indulged 'by the committee to 
educate, with his boys, fix fcholars for his better maintenance, who 
are not upon the eſtabliſhment. ' An annual ſermon is preached, re- 
ſpectively, for the benefit of St. Mary's and St. Martin's ſchools. At 
preſent they are each without a neee It = Marg to be 
wiſhed... 21 11 Þ Fs 
The anbribice of the 8 meeting, it is faid, have it in 
defign: to erect a. ſchool-houſe for their charity · children, who are 
n on the ſame noble principles of religious A 


* 


Nn e | EO0PIR meh Town Har, N 1 | and 


Which ſtands nearly ad; joining St, Martin- s church, was, * the 
Reformation, the Corpus Chriſti guild. This place, in magnitude, i 18 
conſiderable; but as a building it is in competition only with a ſpa- 
cious barn, erected exactly upon the ſame principle. Here are held 
the aſſize and ſeſſions for the town, the corporate aflemblies, feaſts, 
&c. and the election of members to ſerve in parliament. | 
At the court end are the arms of England, done in the time of 
Elizabeth, and ſeveral good portraits of town-worthies, viz. the earl of 
Huntingdon (ſee p. 176), Sir Thomas White (fee p. 88), Mr. Wig- 
ley (ſee p. 189), and Mr. Darker, (ſee p. 19 95) (9). 


t | : The | 


(a) Tbe earl of Huntingdon's picture, by the n books, caſt. 41; 138. in 1624: Mr. 
Wigley's was painted by Highmore, and given by Edward Hartop; Wigley, Eſq. Mr. Daker's 
was given by his nin Edward ad Loveden, * Sir 1 hogias val eek: 5a has the 
following nn. & W b thy 1 5 


6 40 
4 ö . 1 Quum 


. Tur HISTORY 


The council-partour, which, forms an angle frotn de cout and of 
the hall, contains a curious old carved chimney piece, alſo an. atitient 
mace=caſe, and ſome good glaſs-painting; in the windows. Here are 
alſo the arms of Sir Thomas White, and an old portrait ot two, one | 
of Rey is evidently of the Heyrick family. On it 1 
95 His picture, whom you here ſee, 

e e When he is dead and rotten. 
V this ſhall he remember d be 
When he ſhall be forgotten.“ 

Here are framed repreſentations of the corporation ſeals, viz. 81. | 
GILLVM COMMUNITATI1s: BuRG1 LEICESTRIE,” The ſeal for deeds, 
conveyances, &c. 1 

In the corporation xecompts_i is an entrance for building: the vapkenc 

in 1637 3 the coſt 2201. 88. d. The painting on glaſs, in the win- 
dos, indicate it to be of an older date: the glaſs-painting was pro- 
bably a transfer: one light repreſents H. R. with a crown over the 
letters; another has the Prince of Wales's arms and motto. Septem- 
ber and June are repreſented, alſo; and other devices, as the ſun, a 
large ciuquefoil, &c. Kc. 
Before the purchaſe of the preſent Town-hall by 60 corporation, 
their place of meeting, or public hall, was in Blue Boar-lane, call 
formerly Mayor s Hall- r This old hall, at the fiege of Leiceſter, 


% Quum viginti quatuor urbes hujus regui Angliz fois 1 debe dn ot honor 
mam 1 1 
Cernitur hic "Thomas Wbitos ſub knie, oy aba 
Cernitur hac vita melius ſub imagine verd, PER OP 
Et pater et prætor Londini miles in lloz © 
Providus Oxoniz fautor, fundator in illa ; | | 
Briftolii decus eximium ; laus prima Rediogz ; 
©,  » Gloria Tunbrigiz: tibi cayſa, Coventria fame 
eee VUrbis honos, orbis prudentia, gemma ſened ee. 
15 „ Thomas White, miles, Atldenaines civieats Lash, oer 
n ea Ppt, . dl o.. 
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in 164g was a ſtore · room for powder and ball, and 1 was blown iy 
the king's forces at the ſtorming of the town. | 
In the Town-hall'yard, which is ſmall and ſquare, 185 an e 
Kitchen for cooking the good things on feaſting days, particularly 
the mayor's feaſt, held in honour of the dedication of St. Martin's 
church; on which occaſion there is a ſermon preached by the vicar of 
the pariſh, who is always conſidered the - mayor's chaplain. ,' He 
admoniſhes his hearers to abſtain from exceſs, on religious feſt;. 
| vals; but very few of the devourers of fleſh and wine attend di- 
vine ſervice on that day, conſequently not many benefit by the diſ- 
courſe, It is generally a jolly day, Towards the evening, chearful- 
neſs and joy ſit pleaſantly on every countenance ; the great and the 
ſmall happily forget diſtinctions, while Bacchus diſplays his ſmiling 
reign ; but this, like other paſſing pleaſures, ſometimes ends unplea- 
ſantly : feſtive, exceſs operates differently on different bodies; ſome it 
puts to ſilent reſt ; others it makes wild and frantic : ſome tempers 
become ſour and crabbed ; the coward it makes brave and valiant ; and 
the meek and lewly, proud and tyrannical ; others gay and happy. 
When ſuch an heterogeneous group are promiſcuouſiy blended in the 
company of each other, who can wonder at the ene * 
e cloſe a mayor's feaſt? 


Town 9 pho 


It appears by a book; in this library, that the. building was erected 
in 1633, at the ſole expence of the corporation, and at the requeſt of 
the then biſhop of Lincoln. The building, like the Town- hall 
which adjoins it, is ſpacious but inelegmant. 
Thomas Hayne, ſon of Robert Hayne, of Thruſh Eg was | the 
principal benefactor of books. By his will he gave all his library, 
except ſore few books which he gave tothe library of ae 


(a) Thomas Hayne was matriculated as a member of Liacols College in Michaelows Term 
| 15995 and in that of his age 17, and took a degree in Afts in 1604. | 
4A . This 


8 RE HIS OR 
Mise libraiy.o contains vearly 1000 books, principally in . The 


MSS. are five, viz. Biblia Sacru, Latins, Nouum Teftamentum,; Gracb; 


dered with gold (@). This book is ſhewn to e e een 
nen as a curious 1 An. I, 1 ; 1 


* 


way . * 1 L's 
1 * * I; 111 | F | { 


* 
— 


INES Qniuneo off) Tos Conpurr, . Win aug» 
Which ſtands in this Matket-place, 3 is an oRagon e Dilding, 


one on ſacred ſubjeQts.; Eſalmi Davidis; and a Latin Bible. One of _ 
the books is a New Teſtament trauflated i into the Indian language, 
Cambridge; 167 . And another; a valuable edition of Erpenius Arabic 
Grammar. But the moſt curious thing eſteemed here is an Hebrem 
book, in Syriac characters, on paper of an extraordinary kind, bor- 


| 


intended as an ornamental ſxreen to cover a large a ciſtern. i | 


was erekted in 1612, rebuiſt in 1709. 9 


The conduit water is uſed for all choice purpoſes, Neil, * 
tea: it is much eſteemed for its purity of flavour by the ladies. It is 
drawu from a ſpring, about three quarters of a mile from this build- 


ing, in St. Margaret s Field; which ſpring is covered WI. a Dios 


| building, which ſecures it from injury and filth; © 


Some few years fince, the inhabitants in the Ane play and 
ſtreets adjacent, by ſubſcription, made à large reſervoir near the con- 
duit, to preſerve the waſte or overflowing Warer, to be ready in caſe of 
an ann by fire. e 


The eie, at Leterorun, 


« 
s T 2 * » FL} ; 4 4 
" + „ 1 


Was built in the year 1747; to ferve the purpvſes of the ſhainbles 
and gainſborough ; the former was a "building A conſiderable orha- 


1 175 10 . 44 U 8121 7 


0 The common W un M n was Written by Chit 1 hand of his Apoltles. 


357 In conſequence, the leaves have been filched away WATER It is probable that, in a ag 
rm OUR nes RAND: 
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7 ment to the town ; the latter was a place ſet part for the adminiſ- 
tration of Juſtice, 


The upper rooms of the Exchange are Rill uled by the magiſtrates 


on certain days; but the lower room was only a ſhort time uſed by 
the butchers: it is now almoſt uſeleſs: It ſtands in the Market- 
place, and occupies a large portion of that ground which is "now 
much wanted. By ſome it is conſidered as a great nuiſance, and may 
probably, in conſequence, in theſe ne and reforming e 
be _ 8 0 01 or eee 


TE MaR&ET-PLACE Fr 


| Is faſhioned as it were by chance, and forms an e L. Taking 
in what has been lately named, by tlie inhabitants, Cheapfiae, inſtead 
of Conduit ;fireet, it may be ſaid to form an aukward .. | 

This place is rather ſmall for the abundance of buſineſs done ther 


on a market-day. This market abounds with every ſpecies of good 


living : it is, for an inland town, remarkably well ſerved. with fiſh : 


the butchery is the delight of ſtrangers. Here have been ſhewn, lately, 
many extraordinary fine ſheep from the feed of the moſt capital 


graziers and breeders in the neighbourhood ; ſuch as have been no- 
ticed in all the public prints of the day. ; 

I The buildings, which encloſe the market-place, have, within theſs 
forty years, been much improved; the low ſkulking ſheds have been 
removed, and capital dwellings have been raiſed up in their room, 

ornamental, and calculated for extenſive bulineſles. 


Tun AszEMBLY-Roon, rs EAR al: 


| Sitaate' on the Coal-Hill, is a building of piivete an Ie is 
uſed on moſt public occaſions, for concerts, &c. and as a beate 
5 FRO een it is nine for weighing coals, e | STO 


WT. £0 n 


8 _ 


— == — —— 


TIT. LD: As 


” 93 
— — — — —L—w¹u 


378 THE HISTORY 


Fairs. © 


The Fairs in Leiceſter are upon a large ſcale, particularly in the 
articles of cheeſe, ſheep, and cattle. Smithfield market, on its 
higheſt days, bears no ſort of proportion to the beaſts ſhewn in Lei- 
eeſter at two or three fairs in a year. The ſum of money returned at 
Michaelmas fair, for the various articles brought thither, if the total 
could be aſcertained and ſet forth, I doubt not would appear incredible, 

The fairs of moſt note are called May-fair, Midſummer-fair, Michael- 


mas, ſair, and Chrifimas-fair. At Palm-fair, and Loro fair, there 


are very conſiderable ſhows of cattle; even the Spring markets, 
in Leiceſter, for beaſts, &c. have the appearance of fairs of magnitude. 
Perhaps the principal reaſon that can be alſigned for the great exten | 
ſion of the markets and fairs, for live ſtock, in this place, is, that 


- Leiceſter is ſurrounded by a greater portion of fine grazing land than 
auy other place in England: more encloſures have taken place in 


Leiceſterſhire and its neighbourhood, within theſe fifty years, than 
within the like quantity of ground, and in the ſame ſpace of time, 
that T know of. May the delightful grazing farms which now adorn 


this county, and which give it an honourable diſtinction, long enjoy 
_ thoſe marks of pre-eminence, which it has obtained in the writings 


and obſervations of eminent men in agricultural purſuits ! 


The county-gaol, without, looks like what it ſhould be; it has a | 
priſon- like appearance. It is "repreſepted at page 312. This gaol 
was built by a county- rate, in the year 1791, by Mr. George Money - 


penny, architect; it ſhews his knowleege of grand defign, bordering 


on the-terrific. He is a young man, and may have introduced ſome 
things objectionablo. In the elevation, the Cap of Liberty, the Ro- 
man Faſces, and his own name, fo large and conſpicuous on the front, 

855 | | | have 


VVV LEICESTER. e 
have been ſubjects of animadverſion. The following appeared in the ] s 


Leicefier Fournal the week after the Cap of Liberty was ſeen on the | 7 
fragt of the priſon. 


pe Impromptu o on bois the Cap of Liberty 
on the new building of the gaol. 


It needs no ſymbol ſure to tell, 
No tale from elaſſic lore, 
That he who enters here to dwell, 
Leaves freedom at the door.“ 


I know not how conſiſtent it may be with Mr. Howard's plan with- 
in. I can only obſerve, that it would be a much more happy and com- 
mendable taſk to be engaged in, to endeavour to prevent crimes, than 
deviſe means to puniſh the perpetrators of them. This gaol coſt the 
county 60001. Within is a N The chaplain enjoys a ſalary of 
351. a year. 4 | . 

| The Town Gaor 


Is a deſpicable place at preſent ; but it is about to bu rebuilt. 1 
ſtands in the North · gate- ſtreet, below the county gaol. This priſon 
is beneath deſcription : that about to occupy its place is deſigned: by 
Mr. Johnſon, an eminent architect in London, eldeſt ſon of John 
Johnſon, Eſq. a banker, (in the firm of Sir Herbert Mackworth) 
wha is a native of this town. The intended front is an n con- 
erate to the county priſon. . 
The County and Town Bridewells are Wies which lian proper ac- 
| commodations for the unfortunate inhabitants which occupy them; $ 
but their externals have neither the appearance of priſons, nor eligible 
dwellings ; the former 1s lituate 1 in e wagon: the * in 
the Tommy 692 (7: #2 | 
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The GREAT Mgr 1NG, or the building ſet apart for the worſhip 


at the Preſbyterians, was built in 1708. It forms a ſquare, nearly, 
in the centre of the meeting-houſe yard, built of brick, and is by far 


the largeſt, including every other denomination, in the town. The 
congregation are genteel and numerous: ſeveral of the firſt families 


of the town are of this ſect. The preſent paſtor is the Rev. Mr. 


Worthington, an elderly gentleman, much reſpected. Here the 


congregation have been long happy in a choir of ſingers of taſte and 


Wee This place has a burial- ground. 


' " 1 * 1 


MiLLsronz-LAxE MzztTinG-Hovuss, or that under: the. denomi- 


nation of Mr. Weſley's people, was lately built ; towards the ex- 
_ {pence of which, the inhabitants of the town in general were ſolicited, 
This alſo is a ſquare building ; the front of brick, ornamented with 
ſtone. The building, occupied before by theſe people, ſtood: on the 


ſame ſite, and was uſed originally by trolling players: many will, 


_ » doubtleſs, ſay, its change is for the better. This congregation is nu- 
merous, and ſeemingly ſincere. On the Sabbath, many, I perceive, 
go to their place of worſhip early and frequent. I travelled. from 


London to Northampton, with four miniſters of this ſect, in Auguſt 
laſt, 1792. I was exceedingly happy to find, by their converſation, 
that they were likely to inculcate, by their teaching, a due re- 
verence for the religion and government of this happy kingdom; 
while, from an oppoſite conduct in another ſtate, evils: had ſucceeded 
of the moſt ſanguinary nature, which had ſeparated the deareſt. in- 


tereſts, baniſhed peace by the deſtruction of dah 105 thoſe mriues 
enen adorn human nature. viel TERA 


5 4 7 


The Quakers Maxrixo -Hovss, 146-5 obſcurely: nods near 
the ene, is a _— but Wen OP of worſhip.” The Qua- 


. 8 . | kers 
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kers in 1 Leiceſter, and the neighbourhood; are not numerous, although | 
the founder of this ſect, George Fox, began his career in this county. 
A butial-ground i is attached to this place. I think the Quakers. here 
retain more of the original 7 of dreſs and manners than in 

wy; other place I have ſeen (a). s | 


 BayT157 Mex tre:Hovdgs Here are two voter the As; 
tion of Baptiis, Of their diſtinction I know but little. One is ſituate 
in Friar- lane, and the other in Harvy-lane. The former is ſerved 
by a Mr. Deacon; and the latter, I am told, has beenby a declaimer 
againſt the Pope, and the friends of an unfortunate Royal Sufferer. 
His pious prayers for the ſucceſs of the French arms, doubtleſs, availed 
much. Wonders will never ceaſe. Chriſtian teachers advocates for 
the cauſe of Infidelity! © © A f | 

Theſe buildings are modern-built, of brick; are roomy, and fitted 
up with pews neatly. That in Friar-lane has a reſpectable appear- 
ance without; but it ſtands in a yard, ſcreened by buildings. They 
have each a burial-ground, . 


The CAT HOT Te CARL is the leaſt of all the diſenting places of 
- worſhip in Leiceſter. It is only a room of a' houſe, in a lane, near 
the Town-gaol, ſerved by a gentleman of education and ſuavity of 
manners; but he makes no proſelytes, I believe not a family or 
individual have been added to this ſmall congregation in the ſpace of 
| 1 6 55 I rather think ſeveral have {eceded1 in. that ſpace of time. 
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57 fone | called 7 he Queens Walk. without the | appearance. of a 
os was made about ſeven years ſince by a ſpirited ſubſcrip- | 
The Corporation, at the interceſſion; of . ſome,, gentlemen, | 
| prong to im provecienty gave the land, by an order of Hall, April 


(a) Many of the young Sandes, followhth of the Rev. Mr. Robinſon, at St, Mary's church, are 


inter of the dreſs; T's not of the n and en of tie zune "hi 
N | 1 29t 3 
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29th, "mp ß. Such acts are the very ſpirit of their inſtitution, it 
formt a line almoſt a mile long, with an eaſy curve or two; and 
neatly forms a bounding fence between St. Margaret's and St. Mary's 
Fields. This walk, which is gravelled from one end to the other, 
Was, at the end neareſt the town, originally ornamented moſt delight- 
fully with young trees of various forts. Evergreens and ſhrubs, by 
this time, would have formed an agreeable ſhade in the ſummer 
months for the company who reſort thither. However, ſome 
wretches, nightly depredators, have ſeized every opportunity to de- 
ſtroy the lovely proſpect, by breaking off the heads of almoſt every. 
young plant. ſet thereon ; ſome die of wounds, and others, headleſs 
and diſmembered, liye in wretchedueſs. They, as it were, linger 
out a life of wretchedneſs, that paſſengers may deteſt the eren 
of fach wantonneſs and mand FITS. . 


8 Contosrrirs. £ * wy 870 | Dr; 
Here is no * aſſemblage of e or antiquitics to entertain 
the ſtranger, notwithſtanding we have ſome things, in this place, 
vrhich deſerve particular notice. Under this head I ſhall introduce 
ſome. recent diſcoveries of an important nature, which have been 
made ſince the pages above have been printed, conſequently they 
could not be placed under the articles to which ar more properly 
belong. 

Miſs Linwood, 1 belive, ſtands unrivalled by any Sale i in the 
Britiſh dominions for her imitations of painting in needle-work. The 
moſt honourable mention has been made, by many of our firſt-rate 
artiſts of her inimitable copies, which ate, from the greateſt maſters, | 
antient and modern. Her beauties have been exhibited -before their 
Majeſties and the prime nobility of the land, wich deſerving ts 


She has now a collection, from her own labours, more wonderful than 


can be conceived. She > has s lately e the Salvator Mundi, from 
the 
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"the Burleigh collection, near Stamford, juſt' and maſterly. Here 
fetocious animals, from Stubbs, are nothing ſhort of the originals 
in effect. To be brief, almoſt every thing you ſee in her rooms of 
ueedle- work ſhews a wonderful perſeverance and fingular abilities! 

I cannot refrain bearing teſtimony to this lady's indulgence iu per- 
mitting moſt genteel people, who apply, to a ſight of her n 2a 
labours, with the moſt chearful acquieſcence. 

Miſs Watts, another lady of this place, of family and literary abi- 
lities, has been exceedingly happy in her imitations of drawings and 
paintings, with. the plumage of birds. They were to me a new 
and delightful fight, and have been, I doubt not, to many others. 
She, alſo, with an amiable condeſcenſion, P_ the curious with © a 
hight of her pleaſing productions. | 

Of preſerved birds Mr. F, Ofwin has a but beautiful collection: 

Of antient coins, I obſerved, in page 21, that Mr. John Coltman 
has a collection deſerving the attention of the antiquary. 

John Brook, Eſq. has a curious Miſſal, and the original Paraphraſe 
of the Lord's Prayer, ſuppoſed to be written by Charles the Firſt, 
engrayen for this work, facing: page 114. The book in which it was 
written was the late Mr. Bickerſtaff s, which he preſerved as a curious 
relle; but he died without informing my” of his friends i in what man- 
ner he came by it. 

Charles the Pirſt's letter, and prince Rupert's,” and the latter's re- 


ceipt, copied facing page 114, are in the hands of one who ſuffered 


a friend of mine to pr them. In whoſe ton they are l know 
nor 

The Rev. Mr. | Pigor has ane He of teſſellated pavement, 
taken from the earth in finking to make a foundation for the county 
priſon. The urn repreſented in plate, page 3 ro, was found deep in 
the earth at the ſame'time and place, and is alſo in his poſſeſſion. He 
bas a fine caſt of Mrs Gray, and ſome other Wigs which he eſteems. 
* 1 ; of > 2s J ae * 1 L have 
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uE His rok 


Lave imall colleckion of 6s, from Bottcoford,) | Bien 
Qu@Mby, Kirby, and Barrow, * The gathfter of- old- Beleg 
ſlaigf near Rearſby, in this county, in 56% Par Ache 
| Richard III. repreſented page 62 an fine On 1 
1 gla copied in the annexed plate by "the n 
| aþghtſman to the Society of An 
| \ |  paiſſting, I am informed, w; 
Wille, Eſq. of Burbach, in tits cr 
page 7, taken from my 
anc the fragment ofa PE | 

my: aprons” 8 DO), by e aY 

_ Pf coins 1 ew, valdable for t Gebe) wen fond 
10 Leiceſter; —— hig are the fine 7 Sth ra 

| page 193 Hamas AM yr, ale; 4 

| 3 reph ented in 2 7 ee W This (laſt . 

1 is of high impot᷑t | | 1 

ſhe) n in the WN of t 
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| Fig. 1. in the 3 * 
bei tone · gate, near the ſpot 
mehtioned in page 11. Thi p Rom: 
| and was originally 6 inches gre 14 a. part 
am lat a loſs to judge of it Ig inal uſ . {if W w 
The Bone which ag ps dies 2 the plate was ** 
. a gave in St. Mat Fo i arch z ; | have ſbeen the 
haf e of ſome perſot Lo 1, 
5 „ profeſſion-; in either vaſe D L 
ders. The brick and h one jay; 5 | N pL 
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take dowh the old town-gaol the latter end of the year 1792, were 
ſurpriſed at diſcovering, partly within the thick walls of this build- 
ing. a regular ſtone arch, reſembling thoſe avenues of a church lead- 
ing from the trave of old churches to the fide-ailes. Mr. Firmadge, 
their maffer, was 40 obliging as to communicate the diſcovery to me ; 
vpon which I went thither, and was gratified with a ſight which 
agreeably ſtruck me. I ſa clearly the remains of the old church, 
college, or chapel, of St. John, which was known to have ſtood vpon 
this fire, but ſuppoſed to have been long ſince completely deſtroyed. 
I could not help comparing the difcovery to a riſiug from the dead, and 
am perſuaded that the reader wilt not wonder at the expreſſion when 
he confiders its high antiquity. Ie probably received a death- wound in 
1173, at the demolition of the town (a). No other church in Lei- 
ceſter, excepting, St. Mary's chancel, and” ſome other parts of that 
venerable pile, bear the leaſt teſtimonies of cortiparative age. 
Before 1 attempt a deſcription of this ruin, I would juſt obſerve that 
1 drew it on different days, in detached parts, as the workmen cleared 
away the impediments and obſtacles. A general view, at one time, I 
could never obtain. The arches of the nave, ſeen in the engraving, 
were completely filled up with ſtones and mortar of au equal thickneſs 
with the original church-walls, and in many places they were covered 
over with coarſe mortar. | Indeed the whole, I may fay, was buried 
br hidden by rectangular lines of the priſon-walls, which formed little 
diingeons, cells, and rooms. The vicifl tude of things, as well as mor- 
tals, are fine leſſons to him who 1s capable of thinking, and who pro- 
fits by comparing the inſtability 25 Unis life with that we are promiſed 


(6) In Tanner“ Notitia Monaftica i is fame 4 account of fn 8 place: Here Was an Hoſpital, or Spi- 
ee before A. D. 123 5 for a maſter, brethren, and ſiſters, dedicated to St. John Baptiſt and 
Evangelitt, whoſe © land; 2vere for Yo end given & * Edward IF. to the College of Newark,” 

- ks Leland; Itin. Vol. I. 12. | 

The Corporation of Leiceſter having prbchaſol ſome of the l wat which 9 to the dit. 
ſolved Colleges and Hoſpita's in this place, and the ſite of. this Hoſpital, about 31 Eliz. have 
made the towh-gaol upon part of it, and on the other part founded an Hoſpital. for Poor Widows.” 
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| Tbe high altar which, before ſeryech to, communicate! the, will of _ 
| Heayen to proſtrate men in their devotional, exerciſes, ſerved, latterly, | 
i: as a cell for unfotrunate eriminals, murderers, and robbers, doomed ah 
t o an ignominipos death, by the offended laws of, their country... The - 
arch , againſt . erved fas tlie back of a large chimney. in the gaol 
a N kitchen; the ll at 4 a made the paſſage i into the ale- 17 | 


"— * : 


tations for the moſt abandowed,- in i chains and fetters. The fies AXON 
arch, at the Weſt, end, it ſhould ſe was ngt defiled; ; it. WIS ſcreened 
from ſight by the: bounding wall of the ſtreet; and. became an Wh 
able paſſage fox old age to the adjowing-hofpital. .- * 
The letters and dotted. lines, ,qnzthe plate: are e thus: 4 6 
the bounding wall of North gate-ſixeet ; ; 3 the paſſage to the Prifou- 
houſe; 6x Gaol-lane ; + Ef # fite. of, St. Jqt hn's and Bent' 8 hoſpitals, 
The Saxon arch ſtood, at the Welt ena of e and i doubt 
leſs, originally, as the; grand entrance into it. The wall / V corre- 
ſponded with that b 53 both Which, at top, by. appearances, . once | 


formed a kind of arched. roof, and which, might, Meibere. e a 
fort of turret, or ſteeple, 3 


as 22> 4TLI 


The pillars; or columns,” which ede ed, were «only fix 
feet. high, by five feet eigbt inches girth. Fpan of the, arches vine feet, 
The nave ſeyenteen feet four inches broad, and in lengrh forty- one 
35 feet. The continuing wall / by. caſtwardly, was fourteen. feet in length; 
| the walls, in thickuels, in: general, three feet. eight inches. Upon 
the capitals af the pillate, if: may be allowed the expreſſion, for they 
were almoſt withgut: _defigny lay croſsways large oak beams; I apprer 
| hend, laid there when it was converted into a priſou: they were in 
WE! mmer four, and much corroded in forme places Theſe beams alone. 
. are ſtrong proofs of the antiquity of the, ruin 5. they could! not originally 
/ be laid there, om accbunt of their ſituation line i. Theſe pieces of 
; timber were hes... into 7 NIE e on each ib, excepting the 
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pringipals for the floor which covered them 


__Fattenged at the taking up of ſome human bang depdlited: S 

ſinee within the walls of this religious cemetery ; in all about twelve 
ſkulls ; more have been taken up, but none perfect. Theſe bones, I 
could eaſily trace, lay in the uſual way of Chriſtian burial, but within 
eighteen inches of the ſurface of the ground; in a ſandy. foil, which, 
in my opinion, much aided--their preſervation. It. ſhould be under- 


— 929 


ſtood that the ground, under which. they lay. bad been lowered, to 


parts of the priſon. I-ſaw not the leaſt.appearat 


ten mould. Theſe ſkeletons, probably, were interted before the ge- 
neral uſe of wooden coffius. Some found without the. church ruin, 
had coffin n about them. one of n ee ſeren * 


in length (0. eee een e e chr, 


„ 


(a) 1e fines this 9 PET of the dead, OPT; a \ ine-formed foal, ot 
hailed it as that of a pious prieſt of the 12th or 13th century. The brow of this graceful re · 
mains of many after it had been waſhed, dried, and made comfortable by a gbd November fire, 
| appeared comely and like virgin's-wax. Who, after being ſo familiar with it, would not have 

coveted. a little prattle? As a prieft in thoſe early ages of Chriſtianity, he might have enter» 
tained me with ſentiments of religion the moſt pure, drawn from the practice of holy men, wich 
whom he lived in -babics. of godlineſs, I, alas! might have contraſted ſuch pleaſing relations by 
dejecting tales from the labours of ſome of the preſent race of mortals, undermining with philo- 
ſophic pride. that glorious fabric, which the amiable, i in every. age, have looked up to as their | 
eternal hope, Thou dear companion of pious meditatihn, inſtruftive ſkull! let ſueh enjoy what 
numbers, I am perſuaded, will never covet. Let us learn, from fuch remains of mortality as thee, 


| humility and peace, while the mountains ſhake with the deſtruttion of empires and religion. 


us ſolace with ſuch veſtiges of paſt time, in filence, | diſtant from the language of profanation, too 

frequently to be heard in the company of men, and ſetn in books. Thou, beſt of teachers, ſhalt 

reſt within the little cell in my garden, a companion to that beautiful religious fragment without, 

| the Saxon arch of St. John's church, which long balloved thy grave. Uncertainty } thou which 
ſeemeſt to ſport with our moſt delectable things, like the winds, with a feather, when their owners 


make a kind of cellar, above: two feet from the level of the other 
ance of a coffin: or rot- 


— 8 * 


Let 


are no more, I invoke chte to be favourable to theſe hoary remnants of ages long paſt. If no man, 
after I am gone, think neither one nor the other worth preſerving, let a houſe of God ſhelter 
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367 
end wall, 1 judged that this timber might ſerve, originally; to ſup- 
part the. wol of this fabrick, but afterwards was let down: to rns as 
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The broken veſſel, fig. 1, etched. Being this page, was found, ſoon 
after the church ruin,” deep 1 in the earth, on the ſame prewiſes. It is 
burnt on one fide almoſt to a'cinder. It is very probable that it has | 
remained there eyer ſince the grand demolition of Leiceſter, in 1173, 
as it lay in burnt rubbiſh: Mr. Firmadge, one of the prefent Chat 
berlains of Leiceſter, added this fragment to my collection; as he did | 
alfo, "politely, the Saxon arch of St. John's church, or chapel, 

"The Cloaca or Sewer of the Romails, another recent diſcovery which 
ſod after followed, is 'of great importance to the hiſtory and age of 
this place: it happened 1 in February 1993. As ſome workmen were 
employed in removing the earth from a piece of ground nearly an equal 
diſtance: between the Jewry Wall and the river, they diſcovered, at 
the depth of about five feet, ſome very large blocks of freeſtone, half a 
ton weiglit; and, on their being removed, it was diſcovered they had 
been placed over a kind of tunnel, 2 feet over and 4 deep, made of 
the ſame kind of materials and built on the ſame principles as the 
Jewry Wall. The bottom of this tunnel is of freeſtone like the blocks I 
which cover it. The commencement of it (ſo far as is known) is in a 
cellar of Mr. S. Roberts's houſe, near the ſouth end of Jewry Wall, 
and continues, with a confiderable deſcent, i in a richt line, north weſt - 
wardly: to the river (a). 1 

In emptying this . its contents, (hor it was inlay glut- 
ted up,) I found that it contained light earthy particles on the ſurface, 
T ſomewhat heavier lower, at the bottom gravelly, the whole blended 
with broken pottery, in general of a ſingular conſtruction; beſides 
which, a few bones of animals were found therein, in a petrifying 5 


ſtate, and a. fragment or two of glaſs veſſels; a bottom of oue was 


layered with filver. Hence it ſeems apparent that this ſubterrane- : 
ous. paſſage was originally the CLoaca.or common Sewer of tlie Ro. 
man Town... lis ropreſented i in the loweſt diviſion. of the Plate. 


* de 3d L nodeed traditional account of 4 vaulted * from Leiceſter to Brag 1 
which was mentioned 1 7 Mr. Carte | in a letter to Dr. Duca m 
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- Arwoog the fragments of pottery, which I ſelected from this ſtore= 
be of antiquarian treaſure, I was agreeably ſurpriſed to find ſom, 
Roman characters impreſſed in relievo, very legible. In one or two 
inſtances, however, the. contrary is the caſe, to me at leaſt: theſe I 
will firſt notice. On the rim of a portion of a veſſel made of white 
Ys are characters doubly impreſſed with an apparent rude inſtru- 

This fragment is repreſented with a label on the top of * 
ane plate. 

I need not obſerve that CO are legible enough ; the others call for 
inveſtigation, The veſſel originally was made ſhallow :. its circum- 
ference, near the rim, about 27 inches: the breadth of the rim, which 
forms a half circle, 2 inches: it is layered within with a kind of grit, 
or ſmall pebble, and bears the marks of fire. Might not this veſſel be 
a cenſer-uſed in ſacrifice, called by the Romans TavzrsuLum ? The 
other illegible characters are on the bottom of à veſſel made of beauti- 
ful red clay. I gueſs that theſe all remain but one: they are copied 
between Roman Por TERV in the above plate. | 
Ihe legible characters are impreſſed chiefly on the W of veſ- 
ſells of red clay, faſhioned like a wine-glaſs. which is narrow at the 
bottom and broad at top. Theſe were probably cups uſed in libations, 
with Emperors or Conſuls. names impreſſed: thereon. One has 
MACRINI, probably the emperor Opilius Macrinus who reigned 218 
years after Chriſt. This fragment is ſhewn in the middle of the plate 
of Roman PoTTERY. Another has ALBINvs ; the third, arBvVsA. 
Theſe are ſhewn' on tt-right hand of the plate. Part of a bottom 
has only the ending of a name Tor or 108. If Tos, it might ſtand 
for, or rather be the ending of cLavp. rvscvs SALINAToOR, who 
_ flouriſhed. after Chriſt's nativity 118 years. The o and x are very 
plain. If on, there can be no aſcertaining for whom it ſtood, as it 
doubtleſs, in that caſe, ſtands part of the word IvNIOR of which there 
were Emperors and Conſuls many idee the your 319 and 541. 
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A part of two other impreſſious found near, but without the ſhore 


Partly adjoining it, and nearly of a level with the covering ſtones, was 
diſcovered a floor of extraordinary formation : it conſiſted of mortar, 


ſmall pebbles, and pounded brick or tile, of each about an equal por- 
tion. I have preſerved a piece of it as a ſingular curioſity ; it ſhews 


ſtrongly the ſimplicity and artleſſneſs of the age when it was formed, 
Dare we ſay that this was a labour of the inhabitants of this ifland 
prior to the invaſion of the Romans? 

One of the beſt-preſerved: coins, in copper, I have ever ſeen, was 
ſhoveled from the top of one of the covering ſtones of the ſhore. It 


appears of the Auguſtine age. Round the head vrtBs ROA; on the 
reverſe Romulus and Remus ſuckled by a wolf. Another coin of in- 


ferior metal, nearly the ſize of the former, was found at the ſame 


time with the ſtones which have the inſcriptions cicvR and MARTNRH; 


but this, time has ſo defaced, that the head is ſcarcely viſible ; on the 
reverſe nothing is diſtinguiſhable, ſcarcely, to make it difter, in ap- 
pearance, from a lump of baſe metal injured by ruſt. 


To attempt a deſcription of all the fragments of pottery W be 


vain; the variety is manifold both with reſpect to colour and for- 
mation It is remarkable, that none of the pieces are glazed except 


one, but thoſe. made of red clay : the exception is a ſmall piece of thin 
black pottery, delicately. veined. W hen I compare this little beauty to 


many others which ſeem artleſs in their formation, their original uſe 
myſterious, and bear about them no charaCteriſtic but clumſy ſtrength, 


of hunting; two figures appear in Roman military dreſſes ; one pretty 


perfect. The glazed pottery has ſuffered nothing from time, many 


of the other it has much injured. A gentleman-looking at my col- 


bottom remaining, obſerved it might be pace of a PRxiArus. It cer- 
| tainly 


— 


— 


at the ſame time, bear theſe characters reſpectively, CIC VR and. 
MART'NH, on a ſort of compoſition-ſtone. See the above plate. 


— 0 


I am, ſometimes, apt to conceive they, reſpectively, were in uſe at , 
very diſtant periods. One piece of red clay has a rude repreſentation 


lection, and obſerving one heavy piece, which has neither its top nor 
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tainly bears the character of ll-fhapen; but not enormouſly large. Be- 
ſides numbers of pieces which ſeemed formed for culinary purpoſes, 
there is a variety of different-ſized heads of veſſels, of white clay, 


with 'thick ſhort handles to the necks; upon the whole not unlike 


the top of candleſticks. 
Plate II. fig 2, 3; Recent diſcoveries ; are ſingular pieces of pottery. 


4. is the bone of an animal in a petrifying ſtate. 5, 6, are repreſen- 


rations of veſſels, formed from fragments of pottery, to ſhew other 

original formations. - All theſe were found within the ſewer. -—- 
Within the ſpace of a yard of this ancient ſewer lay the baſe of 

two columns ; and two ſhafts, each above a yard long, girth nearly a 


yard and three fourths; none of theſe lay below the blocks of ſtone 
which covered the ſhore. About the ſame time, but at the diſtance of 


thirty yards from theſe, was diſcovered, on a bed of fine red clay, at 


the depth of 12 feet, a capital of a column, made of the ſame ſort of 


ſtone as the baſe and columns, and correſponding, in every particular, 
with them. I have put all the members of one column together in 
my garden. This, now it is erected, ſhews that it was originally 
hewn behind to fit ſome rugged building, probably of foreſt ſtone (a). 


This column does not correſpond exactly with any order; it is of a pur- 


ple hue. I obſerved in the centre of the ſhaft, where there had been 
originally a piece of ſquare iron to hold the joints together, that that 
which remained of the iron was reduced to a ruſty mould. Near theſe 
columns lay two amazing ſtrong foundations of a conſiderable building 


made of foreſt ſtone and grout ; the extraordinary floor mentioned 


above joined to one of them. - On this wrought ſtone I dare ſay but 


little. The defenceleſs traditions of Janus ven and A a. King ; 


(a) Charnwood foreſt, about nine miles from Leiteſler, preſents you with ſome es 
ſcenery of the rock, . ich workmen ſay will not chiſel into form. All the old foundations, ſo 


frequently diſcovered in Leiceſter, in the old part of the town, many of which _s directious 
you peren the preſent ſtreets, are made wholly of this durable rock, 


* . . or | Lear's 
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Lera's palace I have noticed in this work; but to conjecture that this 
_ column belonged to one or the other might ſubject me, very properly, 
to cenſure. Reſpecting a Janus' Temple, at Leiceſter, I will en- 
deavour to ſhew in what manner that opinion. might originate, 

Who ever heard of a Janus' Temple, of any conſequence, but that 
built by Numa at Nome, with two brazen gates, one on each fide, to 
be open in war, and ſhut in time of peace? That Jani or Janua 
might be a name or names brought from Rome, and adopted at this 
place when the Romans made a ſettlemeut here, is probable, as we 
find; that people called thoroughfares: after the god Janus“ 
name, Jani; and gates, even of private houſes, anuæ. Whatever: 
might be the knowledge of the inhabitants of this place reſped ing the 
original uſe. of the old wall, called Janus“ Temple, prior to the total 
demolitiqu of Leiceſter in 1173, at that great event, it is probable, 
the little light that then remained upon the ſubject would be totally 
obſcured for ever. For we are told that few or none of its inhabi- 
tants, who were driven thence, at that time, returned back; and that, 
the place, even more than a century after, was of no import, and al- 
moſt then wholly in ruins. It would be natural for thoſe who ſettled 
here, after this event, to enquire fomething about the old wall and 
its name, which. might then retain that of Jani or Janua. And how 
eafily for thoſe who were at a, loſs to account for. theſe names, as gates 
or, thorough fares, to.conclude.that Jani or Janua muſt mean, Janus, and 
that this old wall muſt be part of a Janus“ Temple. Any one myſt 
perceive ho eaſily the tranfition would be made from Jaui or Janua, 

to IAx us,; particularly by thoſe who are fond of the marvellous, 
who, by al happy knack, pechliar to.themſelyes, can ſtretch a pigmy Lz 
to a giant, or make a mountain of a mole-hill. | 

Thus I am of opinion, that the error, in tradition, has been ho- 
FOND with the approbation of fome men of reſpectability, who, if 
they had not truſted too much upon common fame, but had taken 


nga in ſary ſtudying and examining this Tus would have 
4 | found 


NL 
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found two of the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies of its name and uſe ſtill remain- 
ing: inſcriptions on its brow could not have conveyed ideas more for- 


cible. Theſe are the two remaining arch-ways, ſeen. moſt perfeAtly 


on the river · ſide the wall, which were, it is clear, originally, no- 
thing but foot · paſſages or thoroughfares. But let us not wonder that 
a thing ſo venerable, whoſe age is now probably verging on 2009 
years, ſhould have undergone a change both with reſpect to name and 
uſe. Let us rather wonder that ſuch a noble monument of thoſe very 
remote ages ſhould ſtill remain. Let us wonder that it has ſtood ſo 
long the ſhock of ſeaſons, the war of elements, and the ravages of 
man, and now ſhould retain about it tuch evidences of what it has 
been ! 

The lately-diſcovered ſewer, WYEY may be- 5 an apbendags 
to Jewry-Wall, and, as it were, reſted at its baſe this long ſucceſſion 
of ages, has been honoured by the happy and inventive genius of man, 
alſo, with a name which bears no analogy to a fink-hole, (an appel- 


lation which ſome might honour this cLoaca of the Romans with.) 


It has been elevated by writers on antiquity, who certainly neyer ſaw: 
it or knew its courſe, to a ſubterraneous paſſage; through which men 
might walk ere& even under the river Leir, therice to Bradgate; a 
place three miles from Leiceſter. Men have talked of lamps burning 
perpetually, within it. Pigs, it has been ſaid, have been ſent down 
it, and returned with their briſtles ſinged, &c; &c. Some have fixed 
its entrance at one place, and ſome at another. Thus have men 
ſpoken of this embryo ſomething long before its birth. And thus 
will men continue to treat even viſible things, like the old wall, 
which to them are incomprehenſible. Tales miraculous and wonder- 
ful, ſplendid and magnificent, have charms ſuited to every ear; but 

ſober inveſtigation, which oppoſes eſtabliſhed and rooted opinions, has 
attraction but, for the few. With reſpect to the opinion given of the 


ſewer, 1am apprehenſive, few will cavil at; but with reſpect to that 
given of the antient wall, ſome may have their doubts, and by ma- 
40 2 ; turer 
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turer judgment may be more bappy in their concluſions, © Be that as © 
it may, I am firmly of an opinion now, that it never was any portion 
of a Janus temple, or any other temple, a Roman bath, or any building 
of public notoriety 5 and that it was nothing more than a principal gate- 
wall, at or near the entrance into the city, from the Foſs or Roman 
road, which paſſeth within little more than a quarter of a mile weſt- 
wardly of the river. As to its retaining the name of Jewry-Wall, 
that might happen from the circumſtance of the Jews, ſome centuries 
ago, being compelled to live together in certain diſtricts of every 
city in England: in Leiceſter, they might be compelled to live to- 
gether, in habitations, near this wall, and Jew or Jury wg of 
courſe, afterwards, be added to wall. 
- | Theſe inferences may be drawn, from what has been ſaid avs, 
reſpecting the age of Jewry-Wall, ſome having called it a Britiſh, 
ſome a Roman, and forme a Saxon, labour: that if Jewry- Wall was 
built by the Romans (by far the moſt probable conjecture) the fewer 
proves that the manner of building it is not peculiar to itſelf ; but 
rather to the age in which it was built. The contents of the ſewer, 
the pottery, and the coins, prove to a certainty the ſewer to have 
been made at ot: prior to the time of the Romaus inhabiting this coun- 
try. What language can ſpeak truths more foretbly than the high 
evidences ſtamped upon the pottery? Theſe remnants of long; paſt 
ages were depoſited, as it ſhould ſeem, by the hand of chance in a 
tomb more durable than braſs or marble, where time has effected no 
change! Here they have reſted inviolate, equally fecure from the hand 
ol the barbarous, and the touch of the inquiſitive. This long-hidden 
_ vault has been happily the grand repoſitory of / hiſtoric knowledge, 17 
which no artful diſputant can gainſay. Nothing in this antient 
place, which is daily iſſuing forth its antiquarian riches, has ever 
been diſcovered, prior to this time, of equal importance to the hiſtory 
and age of  Lyiceſter.; That renowned and celebrated inſcription on 
the Roman: nary, found, a few N ſiunce, near Leiceſter, ſup- 


pony. 
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poſed to be the oldeſt inſcription then in Britain, ſang: have dared. to 
doubt its being wholly genuine. But what knife, what chiſel, or 
what other inſtrument, could make or alter the characters on the pot- 
tery, found in the ſewer, after they had paſſed the fire? On this 
ſubje& even the tongue of the quibbler muſt be ſilent. 
Il will now juſt notice the ſeer and the od Wall collectively, as how 
muſt, hereafter, 1 ara, perſuaded, be allowed to be labours of the ſame 
age, and that age about the birth of Chriſt. The o/d wall, the river 
(i. e. the new cut ſuppoſed to be made by the Romans), and the Fyſi- 
way, lie on lines parallel to each other. The wall is ſeated on the 
brow of a gentle riſe from the river, at an eaſy diſtauce. Where the 
ſewer commences at the South end of it, I am apprehenſive, might be 
the grand entrance, the Janua- gate. The cloaca, I conceive, was 
ſeated in the centre of this entrance for carrying off the filth of the city 
into the river, down the declivity, as that of Rome into the Tiber, 
made by Tarquinius Priſcus. This, like that great work of Tarqui- 
nius Superbus, called CLoAcA Maxima, had alſo its collaterak 
branches: one I ſaw at the diſcovery of the cloaca at Leiceſter, 
which lay in a direction pointing from the grand tunnel North-eaſt- 
wardly into the city. It was made of very large broad blocks of free 
ſtone, hewyu in the centre, like ſpouts uſed under the eves of houſes. 
The principal ſewer took not an immediate direction to the river; but 
led to the ſtream of the river after it had paſſed the town; the reaſon 
was, doubtleſs, to keep the river as pure as poſſible for uſe, The old 
courſe of the river leads nearly to the lower mouth of the ſewer, which 
emptied itſelf into the river, in a line South-weſtwardly, Tbe Roman 
cut paſſeth juſt under the town from its commencement alittle _ 
the Caſtle Mill above the town. | . 
The wrought ſtone, I obſerved. above, was found chave i an AUR | 
diſtance between the Janua-wall and the river, where, by the ſtrong; 
foundations, diſcovered thereabouts, might have been a capital build- 
18 for the ehief of the ſettlement. . A better-choſen ſite could. not 


be: 
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- be found in Leiceſter, for proſpect, health, and convenience. The 
| Romans, we are told, were uncommonly fond of adorning their houſes 
with pillars. In their public or private buildings their grand entrances 
had a pillar on each fide, often half a circle'only. The pillar, or co- 

lumn, which I have preſerved, ſeems to have been made more for au 

ornament of this ſort than for a ſupport. | 

Floors of teſſellated, or Roman, pavement, have 1040 found on 1 
fides the river, which denote that buildings have ſtood on their ſite: 
one was found, within this century, near the bath gardens, and an- 
other in a cherry-orchard near the foſs-way ; theſe I have noticed at 
the beginning of this hiſtory. But pavements of this ſort are num- 
berleſs, which have been found within the town, eaſtwardly, beyond 
the old wall: a ſtrong indication at the old wall was the OY 
wall of the city, 

I have ſtudied, with ſome attention, hiv part of Leiceſter, which | 
the reſpective monuments of antiquity now honour, and where, 1 | 
doubt not, there are others of cohſiderable import ſtill embowelled i iu 
the earth. If I have failed in ſome of my concluſions, 1 ſhall receive 

a a happineſs in the reflection, that they may call forth the attention of 
others better qualified for inveſtigating” ſubjects of ſuch remote anti- 
quity. It will'alſo give me much pleaſure if this acedunt ſhould fall 
into the hands of any one who may be happy in giving a Juſt reading 
to the, at preſent, illegible characters, ſome of We it is engen 
may ſtand for abbreviated words. 
Ancther diſcovery of ſome importance was Wide Known to me, da 
Mr. T. Lomas; of this place. His workmen having been employed 
in the April following, in removitg a portion of the earth, which 
was formerly the Grey-Friars (the burial-place of Richard III.) for the 
* purpoſe of making ſome additional buildings to his houſe there, they 
1 found, at the depth of two yards, a fragment of a Roman pavement 
formed of a variety of coloured ſquares, very ſmall, but merely defti- 
fits of deſign. This Gſcovery with almoſt nme ute, facceeded: | 
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by that of an e formed veſſel of ſtone, Mallow, but in 
other reſpects like an apothecary's common ſized mortar. It had ſe- 
veral projections without, ſeemingly for ſtrength; within, its cir- 
cumference about four feet. Near the pavement were alſo found 
many pieces of pottery, and part of a curious Roman tile, ornamented 
with parallel lines at equal diſtances. The pieces of pottery corre- 
ſpond exactly, in every particular, with, thoſe found in the ſewer ; 
one of which deſerves more than ordinary notice; it is engraved in 
the plate facing the page fig. 1. with two other. fragments from this 
diſcovery. It is a part of a large veſſel of fine red clay, glazed, with 
a variety of devices and figures thereon, in reltevo on the outfide 3; 
many of the ornaments agree exactly with the hunting piece oY 
above, but it is conſiderably larger. On one compartment is 


figure like'a maſtiff dog, running; another repreſents a man in a "ky | 


man drefs, in an attitude like dancing, with ſomething; like a ſhake 
in each hand, forming a half circle: over his head with their tails; but 
theſe figures ate ſo rude that I may be wrong in my conjecture about 


them. Under the man's feet is a hare haſtily running. The next; 


compartment, among other devices, ſhews a hound in full cry. One: 
piece of pottery is exactly like that I noticed as à cenſer; layered; 
within with: grit and ſmall pebble. It is ſhewn on the ſame plate, 
fig! 2. This being a more perfect fragment, has a kind of out · let 
upon the rim for pouring forth its contents, hich rather ſtaggers me 
in my opinion of theſe. veſſels.” It is probable that they were pateræ, 
or goblets, uſed to catoh the blood of the victim in ſacrifice, which 
was aſterwards poùred upon the altar. This has two impreſſad in- 


ſeriptions from the ſame iuſtrument; and has, like the other, CO, very 


— 


legible at the beginning; followed by an aukward formed M, and a C, 
or O. See the copy ot the ĩmpreſſion on the plate. When the cha- 
raQers-are-deciphered,, we, perhaps, may have a juſter knowledge of 
their uſe; 'The ether figure on the plate appears to be the top of a 


5 ſort of . of — of which there were mapyeiuck: found in 


the 


* 
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the ſewer. Theſe things, there can be no doubt, are of the age of 
thoſe found within the ſewer. "That with figures, Wr as a leren 
is of . excellence to all the reſt. 


- 


N ATURAL CURtos1TIES, 


Leiceſter and its neighbourhobd do not abound with any extraor- 
dinary produCtione, either in the vegetable or animal creation, I be- 
lieve none have ever noticed, nor did 1, till lately, .diſcover, that any 
foſſil ſubſtances were to be found within the vicinity of this place. 
There are, however, in a portion of the free-ſtone quarry, near 
Leiceſter, called Dane-hills, to be found ſhelldfiſh, the ſize, and 
nearly the form of a Cock Lx. | 

I am' tempted to ſay ſomething under this head, of the nimble 
Swallow, which vifits us with. its cheering ſong during the ſum- 
mer months of the year. Some Naturaliſts have taken much pains 
to convince - us that this bird emigrates for the purpoſe of living in 
warmer climates during the winter. I have ſometimes thought that 
they might as well tell us that flies, which are alſo inviſible during 
the winter, emigrate for the like purpoſe. Other opinions, however, 
agree with obſervations I have made reſpectiug theſe birds; which is, 
that they reſt or ſleep during the winter months in lakes or rivers, or 
in the ſand- banks or ſedges of ſuch places. Each returning ſeaſon I 
wait with much impatience for their delightful company, when they 
announce upon our dwellings, with their early ſong, the new-born day. 
I watch their firſt appearance, and have often noted the variation of - 
the day of each ſucceeding year they firſt viſit us. Thoſe who have 
had occafion to paſs over meadows, paſtures, and low grounds, near 
ponds and rivers, at the latter end of March, or the beginning of 
April, muſt have obſerved them, as I have done, hovering, in ſilence, 
over theſe ſwampy grounds, when the ſun is moſt beniguant at that 
ſeaſon of the n And they muſt have obſerved alſo, that, for days 

| together, 
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together, afterwards, in cold cloudy weather, they have difappeated, 
"Theſe obſervations were never more exemplified than in the preſent 
year 1793. At the beginning of April numbers of them appeared in 
St. Margaret's paſture, and in the Abbey meadow, near Leiceſter, 
- which places are watered by ſeveral rivulets, and the Soar, in which 
are many ſedges, ſand-beds, and ſhelving banks. Notwithſtanding that 
it is now near a month ſince they were firſt ſeen in the places above 
named, none have yet been ſeen in the town. From the above re- 
marks, and fimilar obſervations I have made at other places in the 
ſpring of the year, we may conclude, that as the power of the ſun 
increaſes, or as the ſeaſon may be mild, their appearance is regulated ; 
and that they are not tempted | to leave the places near their winter 
habitations, till all Nature is, as it were, re- animated by the ap- 
proach of ſummer. 


Cox x. 


Ae of wheat and barley in Leiceſter, at ſtated 5 


4. 4. 5. d. 4. 6. 
1600, Wheat 10 6 1700, 19 6 1792, 2 15 
— Barley 6560 — 120 — 2 4 
Other grain in proportion. 


LiTERARY CHARACTERS. © 


It is far from my intention to ſay any thing of the reſpective works 
of thoſe now living amongſt us. In alphabetical order they ſtand 
thus; followed, reſpectively, by the title of their works. 


Arnold Ibomat, M. D. publiſhed in 1782, in 2 vol. 8vo. Obſer-. 
vations on the Nature, Kinds, Cauſes, and. Prevention, of Inſanity, Lu- 
nacy, or Madneſs. 
Arnold, Mrs. the Doctor's lady, gave the world, in a ſmall pocke 
volume, a little work ſhe was pleaſed to call Iaea! Trifies. 
4 D EE  Grege 
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. Gregory, the Rev. Joſe Pb, M. A. Vicar of St. Martin's ana All- 
Saints pariſhes, publiſhed in. 791.7 a ſmall volume of Diſcour ſes on 


Hiſtorical Sudjects. 
Hlouſeman, the Rev, Robert, M. A, publiſhed in 1 1503, an octavo vo- 


lu me of Sermons upon Subjetts, Names, and Ibis, . in the Me ord 
of God to Feſus Chrifl, . 
Robinſon, the Rev. Thomas, M. A. vicarof St. Mary 8, has publiſhed, 
periodically, three volumes of Stripture Characters, in octavo, which, 
| It is ſaid, he intends to follow up with additional volumes. 
Rose, Mr. Cbarles, pobliſhed many fugitive pieces, at various pe- 
riods, of conſiderable merit, which are now colleQting for republica- 
tion: His labours conſiſt of a variety of ſongs, political. and elec- 
tioneering ſquibs, revolution · odes, &c. &c. Mr. Rozel died ſince the 
article, CHARACTERS, p 175, was printed: conſequently he could 
not be claſſed under fig head. I will therefore notice him here as a 
character. 
Mr. Rozel was deſerving the name of a poet in every edle of the 
Word. Poets are poor is a common phraſe. By bis conduct he 
ſeemed to covet the appellation. His abilities, in the poſſeſſion of 
ſome men, might have been a ſource of happineſs; to him they were 
the origin of evil. The love of company, at an early age, in which 
bis genius was applauded, proved fatal to his proſperity. Linked to- 
the ſociety of men, he diſſipated that time which might have brought 
him competency, if not wealth. _. 
Nature, which alone makes poets, EPR bias not the leaſt. in her 
| delightful train. He. admired Churchill, and boldly. modelled after 
him ; and was often exceedingly happy in his imitations of that great 
maſter ; but the ſubjects he choſe, or were rather choſen for him, 
(for lie was often under the influence and guidance of little minds), 
s required only abikries far below what he poſſefſed; He often charmed 
in ſweet flowing numbers, proſtituted on diſguſtful and trifling ſub · 
_ rewarded ouly by bis 8 dd * a Pins ene 
| en 


1 
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He died at an age when the faculties and ſtrength of men are, ge- 
nerally, at the higheſt pitch ; but death, in conteſt with him, in the 
laſt ſtage of his life, had to encounter only à decrepid frame, totter- 
ing with weakneſſes and infirmities. © He died at the age of 38, with 
a due and becoming deference for religion. ay 
| Vaughan amet, M. D. publiſhed in octavo, in 1778, a ſecond 
edition, with a third caſe : Caſes on the Hydrophobia, To which is 
annexed an account of the Cæſarian Sefion, with nne, on di · 


viding the Symphyſis of the Ofſa Pubit. [1071 

Matis, Miſs Elizabetb.— This lady I had Gern to notice p. 383, 3. 
as an artiſt. She publiſhed, at an early age, periodically, The Selector. 
His 


M eſlan, Mr. Richard, has publiſhed ſeveral Botanical T1 rabts. 
Gardener's Kalendar has gone through ſeveral editions. 
Worthington, the Rev. Hugh, paſtor of the Preſbyterians, publiſhed in in 
1783. an octavo volume of Diſcourſes ox Various e e ne . 
and Practical. 


MaAxvracronr. 


Tube manufacture of Hoſe has been the chief a mean of the proſperity 
of Leiceſter. It has diffuſed, with a bountiful hand, amongſt its in- 
habitants, riches and population, In this branch of commerce Lei- 
ceſter has no competitor of conſequence. but Nottingham. Theſe 
places together form one grand machine, whoſe movement, at this 
| time, A. D. 1792, is ſmooth and rapid, furniſhing employment for 
20,000 people! This aſtoniſhing ſtatement will be eaſily credited 
when the various. branches employed in the manufactory are enume- 
rated, viz. hofiers, ſtocking-makers, woolcombers, dyers, frame- 
ſmiths, comb- makers, winders, ſizers, ſeamers, ſpinners, bobbiners, | 
ſinker- makers, ſtocking· needle makers, &c. &c. 4 ba 

In Leiceſter there are upwards of ſeventy manufacturers called ho- 
fiers, who, it is , employ 3000 frames, i. e. including the 

| | 4Da2 4 _ . wrought- 
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wrought goods they individually purchaſe. Out of the 14050 fouls 
in Leiceſter, 6000, it is conjectured, are 1 or depend. on one 
branch or other of this great buſineſs. 


The Rev. Mr. Roſs, of Leiceſter, gave the bbs; through 8 
channel of the Leiceſter Fournal, about four years fince, an account of 
the firſt Rocking-maker in Leiceſter, He fays, In the year 1680, 
Alſop, a Northamptonſhire man, came to Leiceſter, and reſided in the 
pariſh of All-Saints, at or near the North gate-way, where he fol- 
lowed the occupation of ſtocking- making, being the only perſon of 
that trade in Leiceſter. His firſt apprentice was Samuel Parker, and 
with Samuel Parker was Samuel Wright, a man well known' here by 
many who are now living. The ſame Samuel Wright, in the latter 
period of his life, kept a potter's ſhop near the. High-crofs, and died 
in the year 1768, About 30 years prior to his death, Wright com- 


municated the above account to a perſan who is at this time alive, re- 


ſident in Leiceſter (a).“ „ N 
The 
(a) The firſt pair of worſted knit ſtockings, which was worn in England, was knit by Wm. Ri- 
der, a Londop apprentice, in the year 1864, and by him preſented to the earl of Pembroke ; 
prior to which it was cuſtomary for the kings and nobility to wear cloth hoſe ; even Henry the 
Stb, that great and wealthy prince, commonly wore cloth boſe, excepting a pair or two of filk 
hoſe he procured from Spain. Sir Thomas Greſham preſented Edward the 6th with a pair of 
Spanith filk ſtockings, which was much eſteemed, and looked upon as a valuable preſent. Queen 
Blizabeth, in ihe year 1560, was by her ſilk. woman, Mrs. Montague, preſented with a pair of 
black fiik*ſtockings, after which period ſhe never wore cloth hoſe. In the year 1580, the ſtocking 
frame was invented by William Lee, M. A. of St. John's College, Cambridge, Mr. Lee was- 
born at Weodboreough, a village in Nottinghamſhire, and was heir to a good freehold eſtate. 
Tradition ſays, be being deeply in love with a young town*s-woman, whom he courted, and al- 
ways found knitting on his viſits, paying, as he thought, more attention to her buſineſs than to- 
him, made him determined, if poſſible, to contrive a machine (he having a good mechanical 
head), that would render the ordinary mods of knitting hoſe a. gainlefs employment. This he 
effedted, and worked ſome time at the frame himſelf ; then he taught his brother, and other re- 
jations.. He practiſed on this new invention for ſome years, at Calverton, a village about five 
miles from Nottingham, and either he or his brother worked before Queen Elizabeth, who was 
-defirous of ſeeing the operation df this new diſcovery. . But it ſeems that his countrymen deſpiſed ' 
and diſcouraged the i invention, He, in 9 took ſeveral frames and his workmen, and 


ſettled. 
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The family of Poughfer, in Leiceſter, was one of the firſt that 
made any great progreſs in the ſtocking buſineſs (5. lt was the prac- 
tice of hoſiers, on the firſt eſtabliſhment of the buſineſs, in this place, 
to ſend their hoſe for ſale on a horſe in panniers. So great was the 
diſlike, or rather prejudice of the lower orders of the people to the hoſe 
wrought in a frame, ou account of the knitters, that when the buſi- 
neſs was about to be eſtabliſhed, we are told, that the frames were ſet 
up in cellars, from the ſtreet, and other ſecret places, where they 
were worked by night as well as day ; a frame, in conſequence, 
ferved two men. 9 

Deering, whoſe Hiſtory of the Town of Nottingham was publiſhed 
in 1751, ſays, after enumerating the towns where the ſtocking buſi- 
neſs flouriſhed the moſt ; of all theſe none comes in competition 
with Leiceſter for quantity of goods ; ; but even this very.town, though 
it may boaſt, of its large concerns, yet muſt confeſs that its beſt 
goods are made at Nottingham.” At this time moſt of the ſilk and 
fine hoſe continue to be made at that place, and the more ordinary at 
Leiceſter. A very lucrative branch of the frame buſineſs was eſtabliſhed 
at Leiceſter by the late Mr. Whiteman, called Machine pieces; 
which diſplayed a wonderful variety of colours and forms. Some of 
his workmen, it is ſaid, have earned on this fancy-work nearly 
21. 28. per week, when the ordinary ſtocking- makers could ſcarcely 
gain, by hard labour, one fourth of the ſum. 


ſettled at Roan, in aradide, where the invention was mtich efteemed ; but the murder of 
Henry the 4th, and the inteſtine troubles of-that country, fruſtrated all the hopes he had enter 
tained of its ſucceſs. He died at Paris, it is ſaid, of grief; and five or ſeven of his workmen re 
turned to their native country, and laid the foundation of this extenſive and uſeful buſineſs, 
DezrING.: 

: (4) A ſtocking- frame had been introduced in Hinckley fo early as 1640, by Mr, William 
Ilie, whoſe immediate deſcendant Mr. Joſeph Iliffe is now living in that town, and has carried 
0. the manufacture there with much reputation: for more than half a century. 


Hiſt. of Hinckley, p. 28. 
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 STERETS, "he BY Kc. 1 
Or an illuſtration of the Plan of Leiceſter facing page 1. | 


AkBEY-GATR. An indifferent 4” 8s in St. Leonard's nth, 


leading from Sunday-bridge to the Abbey. At the abbey, end 


ſtands Counteſs's hoſpital, at the other end 400 St. Leonard's 
church. | b 1 

| NokTHGATE=STREET is anderſioad* to rake ; in all that open way 
extendin g from the North-gate to Sunday-bridge, formerly Sanvis= - 
bridge. Some extend it to the Choss. The beſt. buildings, ſtand 


near the bridge. 


Hin- cnoss-sTREET extends from Nortb- gate to Rederoſs- Arreet 
end. In that portion between the North-gate and the Croſs ſtand 
the town and county priſons, king Richard's houſe, free-ſchool, and 
All-Saints church. Here alſo ſtood St. John's chapel or church, and 
St. Peter's. That portion from the Croſs to Peacock-lane has been. 
called St. Martin's-ſtreet, and Croſs-ſtreet, This ſtreet is a e 
of good and bad buildings. 5 

SoUTHGATE-STREET is now 60 00 f to extend from — 9 * 
ſtreet to the Infirmary or Horſe-pool-end, an open place, where, for- 
merly ſtood a chapel. That portion of this paſſage which extends 
from Red- croſs- ſtreet end to the Southgate, was formerly called, 
very properly, Caſtle-ſtreet ; but ſtrange . to relate, that in the late 
rage for altering the names of ſtreets, &c. in Leiceſter, one of the moſt 
narrow entrances of the town, leading from this ſtreet, has been 
honoured with the name of Caſtle-ſtreet ; before, properly called St, 
Mary's: church · lane. To complete this abſurdity, 1 would adviſe 
theſe godfathers and godmothers to name old Caſtle· ſtreet, St. Mary's 
Church- lane. The buildings, in general, are tolerable. Here ſtands 
the Magazine, the entrance into the Newark. The above-named 
ſireets, together, form a a line from North to South, the extremity of 

the 
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"the town, each way, about a mile and half in length; they formerly 
conſtituted the high road from. the North of England to the Metro- 
polis. 
- Paſſages of any ene from this main road, beginning North 
wardly, are, 
Woop6GATE, au opening leading to Aſbby-de-la- Zouch. A few 
houſes only on the right hand. 
| Sanvis-Garg, a broad way leading to St. Margaret s: church. 
This has no buildings of conſequence, Oppoſite to it is 
Soak-LAxx, which leads to the river. A few houſes" ſtand on the 
left, and the Quaker s meeting- .houſe. ; | ? 
 E:B0w-LANE is ſituate near the North-gate. 5 
Sr. Jonn's and Bur L's lanes are. ſituate oppoſite each other, near 
the town gaol ; Sr. Pxrkx's Lane, a few paces nearer the Croſs, 
BLUZ-BOAR-LANB lies oppoſite. the free-ſchool, and Free-ſchool- 
lane at the end of that ſeminary of learnin =. | | 
 Hicn-cRoss-STREET commences near the Croſs, and leads to Coal- 
hill, or Round-hill, through the Eaſt-gate. This ſtreet is not ſo 
wide as mauy of the ſtreets; but it is, in general, better built. In it 
ſtood Lord's Place, now New Buildings : a fine turret of this noble. 
building is remaining; but it has been lately covered with brick. 
SHAMBLES-STREET, oppoſite, was, till: lately, called Shambles- 
lane. It leads to Weſt-bridge. | 
T'HORNTON-LANE, and TowN-HALL-LANE,. lie oppoſi te to each 
ather ; ; below. which is \ PEACOCK-LANE, and RED-CRoSs-STREET,. 
all narrow paſſages. | | 
" BAKEHOUSE-LANE,: and Sr. Mazy' $-CHURCH-LANE, alias CAsTLE- 
STREET, lie nearer the Southgate, a few paces from each other. 
FRIAR-LANE, and MILLSTONE»LANE, are ſituate, the former on 


the. North fide, and the latter on the South ſide of Soutbgate. HAx - 
MAN'S=- 
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MAN'S-LANZE, a little farther on, now honoured with the name of 
HorsR-F AIR-STREET, is a paſſage made up on each ſide with dirt 
walls, a few little dwellings, a malt-office, and a large wool ware- 
houſe. Green's Lane, lower down the ſtreet, leads to Swan's mill, 

Another principal paſſage of the town lies nearly parallel to that l 
have above deferibed. It commences at the St. Margaret's church- 
end of Sanvis-gate, and extends to the London road above the town. 
The firſt portion of this is called | 

CHuncn-GATE. It extends from the church to the Coal-hill. In 
general but Oey built, but fpacious. The other am, 
called 

GALLOWTREE- GATE, extends from Coal-hill to 2s end of 
the town, near -the Three Crowns Inn, Here are the princi- 
pal inns, and here refted the ſtone coffin of Richard TH. at an inn for 
many years. ARrcnDtAcon's-LANE, and BurTL's-LAxR, lead from 
Church-gate. BuTT's CLoss is alſo ſituated here. From cher main 
pallage at the Coal-hill, bran ch out | | 

Brr.cnave-GaTE, and HuxnERSsToNE-GATx, two very open 
ſtreets. The former is well built, and leads to Loughborough. In it 


ftands the Roman milliary. The latter leads to Uppingham. In it 


are ſome very good houfes, and others very indifferent: a great nut- 
ſance, St. Margaret's workhouſe, ſtands at the nether end of 1 it, in 


the middle path- way. 


* Coar- HTLL, Rovunp-HiLL, or HAYMARKET, for it has all theſe 
names; is an opening on which ſtands the Aſſembly- Room, aud a * 
weighing- machine. Here are ſome good houſes. 1 

SwIxE Ss Manxkkr, a narrow ſtreet at the Eaſt end of High- ſtreet. 
This was formerly called Parchment- lane: it might now, with fome 
propriety, be called Market- ſtreet, as it leads Ae into the market, 

and the Pig- market is moved thence. | ; 
 SILVER-STREET hes in a line almoſt parallel to High- ſtreet. Tt 
leads from the Town-Hall to the Eaſt- gate; it is narrow, but 1 in it 


5 TOO are 
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Are ſome good dwellings. St. Martin's church n. at the Weſt 
end. l 

'CANE-STREET 3 from Naw-Rieet. near St. Martin's XII 

0 what has been lately named Cheapfide, an apen way, which may 
de yonſidered à portion of the market-place, below the conduit. 
Would not Cyndult. irert have been more proper than Cheapſide ? h 

Nzw-STREET leads to St. Martin's church northwardly. It was 

built on. part of the Ab Tomy A bad paſſage, with ſome good 
dwellings. 

ArrtgGars-Srartr and r (the latter a name 
given lately to a paſſage which contains about two houſes of each 
ſide leading to Weſt - bridge) form an elbow. Theſe, and the lanes 
and averives about them, ftand upon the ſite of the Roman city, in 
general but indifferently built; but this portion of the;town is honour- 
able and venerable from years and its antiquarian treaſures, The 
-whole iſland cannot produce two ſuch monuments of high antiquity 
as the Janua-Wall, called Jewry- Wall, and the /Roman-Sewer. ., 

LoseByY»-Lang, now the the Pig-market, a ſhort ſtreet which 
Jeads into Cank- ſtreet; here are two or three good:houſes. 
Other 1anes, &c. there are, of inferior note, beſides thoſe that 
change their names with the whim of the inhabitants. Some places I 
have noticed in other parts of the work, among which is the Market- 
Place. St. James s Square, a name given to a little opening at the 
upper end of the Market - place, without the leaſt propriety, might be 
now altered, with much propriety, to Rozzel's Square, in honour of 
.the poet of that name. His conduct e IFN this a Here 
will I'dwell, for I: have a delight therein. een n 
| CEN NAY PoPuLAT1ION, 2 


| Taken from the pariſh regiſters, Kc. 


| The be ſiaternont.. in the following table is: the average of a year 
in five, at progreſſive periods, including the four next ſucceeding years 


after each date; in the diviſion of each, fractions are not regarded. mT 


13 


* £5 1 
. 


* 
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St. Mary's, St. Nicholas's, and All. Saints regiſters are not muck to 
be depended on before the year 1600, St. Martin's is very clear fo 
early as 1558; St. Margaret's 1615, conſequently- the births and 
| burials, at that time, are given under the head 1600, and St. Leonard's 
not till lately: this regiſter has been ſometimes kept with the offict- 
ating miniſter of All-Saints ; ny wath him of St. Margaret's. | 


* 


6 I 538. ahbe leaf, 
55 mans» gg [86 hee 
sr. NICHOLAS - + EZ} 4 5 MEETS” 
Sr. LEONARD" F 
Alem s . ei 
Sr. MARTIN's * ; 36 Is 4 * 56 73 art 
Sr. MARGARET" 4 | 35 | 37 E n 125 


By this table it appears that there were baptizedj. annually, at the: 
pariſh churches, taken collectively in e, about the year 1606, 
adding 6 for St. Leonard's, "| - Nee — 137 


At the preſent period, on an average of five years. e 53 


Tncreaſe 31 6 


| Burials at the "RENT period 119 
At the n. . 4 


„ice 30⁰0 | 


- To the New: Mr. Carte 8 3 of the families ing ſouls in Lei- 
otter; in 1712, I have added that taken in 1785, and one I have 
taken, in which the dwellings are given from the levy- books of the 
poor, with the addition of ſome not rated. In St. Mary's 
pariſh ſtatement, the Newark and Caſtle view are included. The 


9 7 1 in 75 5, is able to objeclions arc the number of 
. | _ fouls, 


* 
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Wels, as they were aſcertained by queſtions put to the heads of fami- 
Hes, many of whom, I am informed, replied with irony, others grew 
angry, and would not reply at all, and ſome evaded anſwers. Calcu- 
lating five to a family, I think is nearer than any other given num 
ber; but any gentleman may judge for himſelf reſpecting the number 
of ſouls in Leiceſter at this time, from the table, whether his opinion 
be 41, 5. or 51 to a family. 


Mr. CAA TE's, 171 * 1785. 
| 


| amilies.] Souls. \|Families.'Souls. Dwellings. |Families Souls. 

| ALL SAINTS: - -| 220 1100 cor {2448 470 $5 2755 

Sr. MARGARET's | 280 1900 || 756 3296 800 o | 4250 
Sr. MARTIN“ 359 1750 you 2620 [ 533 s 5 | 2825 
Sr. MARY's - - -| 250 | 1250 3990 || , 604 87 | 3435 
Sr. NICHOLAS  - 90 | 450 180 | goo 138 | 187 935 
Sr. LEONARD's not noticed. | - - 97 | 4594 go U g5:1 475 


1290 | 6450 2726 12 


9 — _— 


293814675 


The following table will ſhew the wonderful increaſe in the popu · 
lation of Leiceſter ſince the manufactory of hoſe has been eſtabliſhed 
in that place in 1680. It is taken to ſhew the progreſſive increaſe, 
at ſtated periods, from the burials of the pariſhes, collectively, by Dr. 
Price's calculation, that one in thirty die every year. The firſt column 
commences in 1558, nearly 400 years after the town was deſtroyed ; 
but, as St. Martin's regiſter alone' begins ſo early, the reſt are given in 
that column from an average ſtatement of the increaſe of the ſucceed- 
ing years. The reader ſhould obſerve, that this ſtatement does not 
include the Diſſenters who bury at their reſpective Places of worſhip, 
* Deaths, Families. Souls. 
600 | 3000 


| 116 | 696. | 2480 
16800 111 | 666 3330 


In 15 


ee 1 4530 
; 1750| 301 196 9030 
S797) 1459 n 


To the 12 570 ſouls ſuppoſed to be at preſent in Leiceſter, Gala 
from the deaths of all the pariſhes, being an average of 1787, 1788, 


4932, „ 
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1789, 1790, and 1791, if we add fifty burials; to have Vas an 
average in a year, in that time, at the Diſſentiug places of worſhip/ it 
will give an addition of 300 families and (2500 ſouls, SO mo: 
| number of ſouls, | in va 14070. | | 


Wain, from the RecisTEks, &c. 5 


St. Martin's pariſh, by its regiſter in 1558, compared with the others 
about the year 1600, appears to have been then the largeſt in 
the town. St. Margaret's the next in conſequence. St. Mary's and 
All-Samts nearly of a ſize. St. Nicholas's very ſmall. St. Leonard's 
muſt have been then ſmall alſo; but, for want of a regiſter at that 

time, nothing can be given with any degree of certainty. | 

In St. Mary's regiſter there is a ſingular inſertion reſpecting a gen- 
tleman, who lived in the Newark, ſoon after the Reformation, being 
indulged by the prieſt with the privilege of nz meat during Lent, 

on acceunt of his ill ſtate of health, _ 5 
Alſo on the cover of the regiſter is a ſort of table of the officiating 
dlergy of this pariſh, which perhaps may be more correct than the 
account vf the vicars I gave in page 218; at leaſt it will ſerve as an 
addition to that liſt. John Bennet, miniſter and curate 1618. John 
Willows, miniſter, 4632. William Croft, vicar, 1640. Holden, mi- 
niſter, 1648. Pal, miniſter, 1658. J, Band, vicar A 
William Fox, curate, 1683, vicar 1688. 

In the ſame regiſter is a melancholy inſertion of the ravages ; of = 
Plague in the years 1610, 1611. Theſe are diſtinguiſhed from. the 
ordinary burials by a P againſt each inſertion. - The average number 
of burials a little before this time was no more than 18; but at this 
time there died of the plague, in this parifh, 160, beſides the ordi- 
nary burials. - It appears to have.raged moſt in the ſummer months, 
To-ſhew its ravages in ſome families, I ge: the n copies from 


the I iſter. 
She 6 + ns 1610. 
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1 20130 2061252: nia A 
15 P. (plague) Alice P. of Ralph Wilkiofon, byried the 34 ax of 
Upjemaliere: rn 


% P. Thomas, S. of Ralph Wilkinſon, buried the 8th day « of Sept 
% P. Bliz. D. of Ralph Wilkinſon, the $th day of Sept _ 
5 P. David, S. of Ralph Wilkinſon, the 11th day of Sept. 

« PP. Ralph Wilkinſon died the * day of December. 

os * ö z 

* P, Chriſtiana, the wife of Thomas 4 Wh the gh 15 

of July. | 
P. Thomas Vademan buried the 23th of July. 

„ P. Edward, 8. of Thomas Vademan, 8th of NOW? 
P. George, S. of Thomas Vademan, gth of Auguſt. 
P. Thomas, S. of Thomas Vademan, 12th of Auguſt. 


Although St. Margaret's Regiſter be loſt for this period, I am ap- 
prehenſive that the {keJetons lately found i in St. Margaret 8 cow-paſ- 
ture, near the church, in making the canal, were the remains of 
thoſe who might die in a peſt- -houſe withoyt , the town, or in houſes 
| detached from, the ſtreets in this part of Leiceſter, A peſt-houſe is 

mentioned i in St. N ichplas pariſh-accqunts ; 3 probably there was then 
one for every pariſh. By the corporation accounts, at that time, we 
may diſcover that all communication was cut off from thoſe with- 
in the town. There are charges 1 in their books f. for guards, aud placing 
| chaips on the bridges. Theſe things ſhew a ſtrong probability that 

the ſkeletons were thoſe of the afflicted by the Plague; ; they were all 
found in ſepatate graves, at uſual depths (but not in the order they 
are laid in church- yards) and near each. qther. Had they b been the 
remains of ſoldiers killed in battle, they wopld probay have been i in- 


terred in one Se. 8 
In 
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In AlF-Saints regiſter, however, are certain demonſtrations of the ra- 
| vages of this dreadful diſorder. © At the end of the burials: for 1611 
is this inſertion, ** This yeare ther was a great plague 1 in Leir,'fo 

that ther. died above fix hundereth in the town.” In this pariſh it 
did not rage viotently for more than three months. In the mouth of 


July died 32, when the burials for a year, a "Mt yr chat time, 
- Were aan £70 5 0043, bei | 1 25 


** 


Particulars of this lagne | in the pariſhes of St. Martin a aud 15t, Ni- 
cholas are inſerted page 108. 


g CY 
: 4 3 
- 0 i 


LonGEvITY. | ' [ . 


The oldeſt We Ty who have died lately in Leiceſter were a Mrs. 
Bankart, mother of Mr. Bankart, an eminent woolſtapler, and a Mr. 
Parſon, both of the pariſh of St. Mary. She, it was ſaid, died aged 
100, and he at the age of 985. 

There are now living in the pariſh of St. Martin, Within a 
few paces of each other, four widows, whoſe ages amount to- 
gether, to 362; viz. Mrs. Throſby, aged 92. Mrs. Streeton, 91, 
Mrs. Dunnerly, 91, and Mrs. Hill, 88. Mrs. Throſby | is J. T's 
mother, and reli& of Alderman Nicholas Throſby. She has lived ä 
in ue reigns, and at this advanced period of life is able to 
walk to church without aſſiſtance, has a retentive memory, and 
can ſee to pick up a pin from the floor. It has been computed that 
this old lady, who has almoſt through life been conſtant in her de- 
votional exerciſes, has attended the public ſervices of Almighty God 
in the pariſh church of St. Martin 20,000 times ! Here is ſervice twice 
a day. Mrs. Streeton is reli& of Alderman Clement Streeton. She 
retains a great portion of her faculties, but appears to be more en- 
feebled, and conſequently bending under the infirmities of old age. 
Mrs. Dunnerly is mother to the wife of Mr. Chamberlain, baker, is 
| exceedingly cheerful, converſant, and but little debilitated, and has 

+. als 
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. Fately reliſhed the entertainments of a theatre, Mrs. Hill, the youngeſt 
of them all, is mother to Mr. Samuel Hill. She is tolerably health- 

ful, confideruig her years 3: but has lately loſt her ſight. It is rather 
remarkable, that, in this ceutral pariſh, where theſe old people live, 
one in four, who have been buried, have lived to be ſixty years of age 
and upwards. 'This the pariſh regiſter will teſtify for the laſt twenty 
reel, EHLISR TI. 


£4, NAvicATION. 


© This was a ſcheme offeted to the conſideration of the public, to 
extend the navigation from Loughborough to Leiceſter, chiefly along 
the river Soar. There were ſeveral public and private meetings for 
' the furtherance of the plan. The judgment of the people ſeemed 
much divided, for a long time, while this buſineſs was in agitation : 
one party boldly and confidently contending for its great utility, and 
the other as poſitively afferting to the «< contrary. The principal meet- 
ings on this bufiteſs' were held, as to titne, nearly as follow 5 
At a meeting at the Goildhall of this borough, in June 1780, it 
was agreed that there ſhould bod a ſurrey er from e ge 
to Leiceſter. 

In June 178: 5. there was an mtetuded derte eneatiog to have been 
held at the Change, which proved, however, a reſpectable and nu- 
merous one. At this meeting I ue was s ſubſcribed in ſupport of 
the ſchem. 

September eellöwiog a general meeting of the county was held at 
the caſtle: prefent the earls of Ferrers, Denbigh, and Harborough, 
Lord Rawdon, Sir John Danvers, Sir Thomas Fowke, and very 
many of the gentlemen of the county. Lord Harborough opened the 
buſineſs in favour of a navigation, and was ably ſupported by Charles 
Morris, Efq. of Loddington. Lord Rawdon and others oppoſed the 

meaſure. The And, nd were TRE ee, a bill to parliament, 


entered; 
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entered into a ſabſcription to ſupport: it z and the otllers N N 


their ititerition to oppoſe il, i d n 3M o7 14H 27 „ 1 


In October following abether Add e 1 the car. 


When! it was agreed tõ ſeud a bill to parliameit. 


In November ſuccteding thete was'a general Ane held; at the 
"Caſtle, When it was reſolved that a navigable: cut From Qoteorton to 
Loughborough, thence to Leiceſter, would be advantageous. Tris 
meeting was honourably attended, many. for it, and ſome againſt it. 

In October 1786, a meeting was held at the Change, when it was 


agreed, that extending the get from ee ee to Lei- 
ceſter would be of great utility. Yi WI. N 


In May 1789, on on/the ſecond | reading of 125 bill in \ parliament, for 


making the river: navigable from Loughborough to Leiceſter, Sir J ames 
Erſkine objected, and moved to put off the reading of i it till that day 
four months. For the motion 73: againſt i it 37. 


This deciſion, inſtead of depreſſing, fired the 1 of the e bill, 
and their friends, with, indignant 2 zeal, o The, oppoſition, and their 
friends, ſeemed to pride themſelves upon their power and ſtrength i in 


the Houſe of Commons; and in ,conſequenee judged themſelves ſe- 


cure from any future attempt. Time, however, which levels all;dif- 


tinctions; and reconciles the:moſt inveterate enemies -and jarring in- 


tereſts, coaleſced theſe contending parties. The leaders conjointly, i in 


the end, after accommodating” each other, formed e one mighty phalanx 


wits hh +434 =» 


-humble ſuboidian. Within the walls, of St. Stephen, when 4 this | 
all- powerful body pteſented their final petikion, {carcely a gentle 
ſound was heard in oppoſition. The grounds, - before about to be de- 
ſtroyed by cuts and towing- paths, found now no advocate. The | 
water=mills, which heretofore, , it Was roundly alerted - in the 
Houſe of Commons, by the loſs, of water, might ipfoce the 
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to afford ſuſtenance in plenty to al around, Even the poor bargemen, 
who 
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who had before been hotoured, as pilferers of ducks and geeſe, ſuf- 
 fered;at this miragulous-change of ſentunent no Eg cha- 
rafter: cc uſe a vulger adege. Honduras will never ce N 

A little poem. in the Hudibraſtio ſtile, which was ſhetyn me, . 
this time, in manuſcript; written by one then living, who poſſeſſed a 
ſpark of poetic. ſite, appeared to me a tolerable picture of the times. 
It would have been printed, I am informed, but for ſome perſanality 
it contained. As the paſſages of the poetp, however, which relate 


to men in general, cannot . eee ez 1 have ers m in the 


og blen 8 1:1 1 U 
oY GY tit n dt 1 oy? 10 bold [3:51 .iG 3 ſg 
i l Ringe uh 206 „r 
»Whes 94 firlt 1 3 4" For ſurely * t were like Bedlams mad, 
Of stich ſome talk'd they kneir not why; To fill their boats when none were had. 
Poor tradeſmen; they, and eke the rabble  _ But wife men always will be plodding 


Women, not few, began to gabble 
Bout cuts, and rivers clear'd of mills, 
To bring home coals. thro! murm'ring A. 
Sugar and plumbs for puddings hot, * 
And porter; ſine, far every fot; 
Such happy days in embr'o waiting, 
E'eu boyr anticipated eating. 
In houſe; and lade, and ev'ry fireet, 
The project heighten'd to a treat 1} 
To thoſe who formd no ariimation © © 
In cuts, and boats, and navigation. 


Here one ſits down with pen and ink, q 


And tows his boat through every ſink- 
Hole in the county, where his brain 
Can let in floods ſucceeding rain, 

To fend his treaſure home in tubs, 
In boxes, barrels, fill'd with fuds 
Of porter, ſhak'd aud made to float 
On canals fightly, in a boat. 


1 Another, he would Gt and becken, | 
And tell bis friends by nod or beckon, ,.. 
How much, rer cent, bis ſcheme ae 
g-1N, 
If parli'ment would toke the thing i in. 
But, reader, all were not ſo catch'd, 
Tocounttheir chicks when none were hateb'd, 


92 | ; 4 F 


That n, which grovel here below, 


Oer projects mighty, een neon mA 
noddi | 


1 * it now quite right to tell, 112 
That all were not ſo wiſe, though well ; 


For numbers they kept to their callings, 


And minded not the others braw lings: 


The greater part, I mean to ſay, 

_ Jogging on that goodold ways” 
aa Add Od of abt - bib woineaiar 1 
Por this w3s now became a trade; 


Even frogs were made to hop and jump. | 


- In ladies bed- rooms ou their rump, 


Where boating flreams were made to paſs,  / 
By timid 3 maids, alas? 


6 Here” s one bemaily poor Loughbr's lot 
If navigation ſhovid be got; 
For all their boats would then be j 
To Le'ſter town to aid the bobbing, 
Which ſome would have be creeping denn, 5 


5 Ae manufacturers and 160k 


& There mag and hog-like men — 


Who would be ſtil'd as great as- gourryy 
Join'd the cry of ruin! ruin! 


Nr 
Did you, kind reader, ever know 


is iz * 


; 
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In this imperfect ſtate of the Leiceſter navigation little cary be ſald. 
It may be obſerved, that the original eſtimute for completing it 
amounted to 44, oool. including the collaterat branely, which takes in, 
partly by a /rail-way, the Leiceſterſhire collierics'and' Bredon' lime=- 
works. This ſum, many ſay; will be inſuffiejent for its completion 
60,0001, ſome judge it will coſt.” The ſhares, however; Chriſtmas 
1792, fold; clear of the depoſit; for 170. The \pting of the yeat 
1794 is the time expected that this work will be fnimed. 

I will conclude this hiſtory: by recordiug à memorable itiſtance of the 
ſpirit of the times reſpecting projects of this fort, The wonderfuł in- 
cteaſe of the value of ſhares in the Leiceſter navigation in the year 
1792, and the aſtoniſhing Price that ſhares ſold for in the Grapt 


10 


Junction ſcheme at that time (a), induced number, bers, ſome- with 
and others without money, to fpeculate in navigation ? high 
and low, rich and poor, the blind and lame, old and young, - women. 
and 1 had almoſt ſaid' children, fallied forth, in the memorable year: 
17 92+. When, and wherever: a ſcheme of this ! ſort was. announced: 
Market Harborough, Northampton, Elleſmere, Nottingham, Derby, 
Melton-Mowbrax, Grantham, Aſhby-de-la-Zoueh, Oakham, ar 

places near London, i in. Scotland and Wales, &c. &c. and the er 
* forgetten Segs-bill, aan bear teſtimony to this trutm 


Q 22g BEr 4OR 0) 5.4 1: 
Are provident about their alan, : Thoſe comforts, which to all · are giyen- 
When troughs are fall with- others den op By the bounteous hand of heaven. 5 
Or did you ever ſee a dun | | 
Regard its chum, like fowls, who chuck? . « After this conteſt by each eg 


Their: dirty food in u-hales chamble, The nays join'd' ayes very hearty. | 
And live for ſelf, io puddle's n ; But bow do you judge it catne, 5 paſs = | 
Such like are thoſe who dive t0 . Why, I'll tent vou Tie great miſs, 
Themſelves alone, - ant athens tene. Of het' roge nedus fleſh grew c 

' Others, there are; cttiefrof a ſtrinſg, Wphen combin'd, or Jink'd fror «il. 
Who ſnarl, and ſcratoh, and bite, fas: grin, '* Self, deat ſelt, Being their chief ain, 

| For fear the land ſhould in all pop, Hon could ch dich other blame ? 
Dun the ſtream; or elt ſhould hë nh * They therefvie ah# of parliamenr 

—_— navigation's magic art, - u od $193 & 65030 A prayer, to make them all content © 

To Glaat N Wen how eu D Wh the' modeſt view of be care} 


(+) Bloc ti bill wa aid fome ere. = ir ſubſerigeion vol. 
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ebe bin, where there was A meeting ch 1 am about to notice, 
. Is A public bouſe upon t the old Foſs road, diſtance from Leiceſter ten 
takes. The landlord of this ſolitary i inn had a party of ſele& friends 
about to dine with bim on a.certain day ; this coming to the ears of 
; ſome! wags, they judged i it a favourable « opportunity of humming the 
eic Navigators (by this name. they were then called). T heſe 
' accompliſhed” Sons of Fun contrived to publ ith, by the teſtimony of 
"their friends 1 in the ſecret, that there was on that day, to be a ſnug 
or ſmugg led meeting, to ſubſcribe to a navigation then nameleſs ; 3 well 
'knowi Tibet many people 3 in Leiceſter cared neither about the time, 
the nbd 'the utility of the ſcheme, where it was to be, or the pro- 
able benefits that wiglit ariſe. therefrom. in the iſſue. They, in 
general, it was well known, were at all times eager. to ſubſcribe with FER. 
"the laudable intention to enrich themſelves by ſelling. This rumour | 
of the meeting did not prevail generally till the night before. Not 
Paying much time to enquire | into the cauſe of a meeting at ſuch an 
obſcure place, the ſcrupulous, as well as the credulous, next morning 
Journeyedin this vain purſuit. The various roads thither were lined 
with horſe and foot. Many, through eagerteſs, took the neareſt road 
over the Foſs i in mire and clay. Some, who found- time for reflection 
upon the toad thither, by e enquiting, judged themſelves to be upon 
a wrong ſcent, aud left the pack to find a ſecret paſſage home. The . 
landlord at Segs-hill not beiug acquainted with the joke, ſtood amazed 
at the approach of ſuch an hoſt of ſtrangers, who, on their, arrival, 
began to accoſt him with queſtions of this ſort. „Where s your 
oſtler ?”—* Take my horſe l“ What room is the meeting to be 
held in?“ Who takes the chair to day!“ “ Four houſe will 
not hold à tythe of the people who are coming. — Why was a na- 
vigation- meeting called here ?”—Landlord, why « den t Joß anſwer; 1 
What the Devil's the matter with vou: Fd TOS | 
Tube poor man food as it were faſcinated by the 3 about 30, 
uigarien, chair, &c. but the good hoſteſs, with the baſting- lade in 
4 F 2 her 
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her hand, ſeeing her huſband much embarraſſed, replied with courage 
unappalled ; © What the plague do you mean? I tell you. there s no 
navigation · meeting here ! Where the devil do you Pe. from? | 
. Leiceſter !. Thet you are all mad.” ? Ng ogy are 7 
The huſband, by this time, being a little more collected, 
endeavoured to reaſon coolly v with theſe wild adventurers, who had, 
| haſtily ſtuffed” his houſe as Full as his wife's pudding-bag that 
was boiling. Some he preſently convinced of their error, who laughed | 
at their own credulity; others poſitively, aſſerted that he knew there. 
was to be a navigation meeting, and attend it they would. However, 
the majority, by this time, caſting their eyes upon the roafting and 
botling, , wiſhed to ſatisfy other wants, beſide thoſe they were in pur- 
ſuit of, the cravings of an hungry ſtomach ; but i in this, alſo, they 
were miſerably diſappointed. The ſtour landlady, like a bold and 
good ſentinel kept guard over the dinner of her friends ſhe was cook- 
ing, regardleſs of the general clamour for food : by her looks ſhe for- 
bade even a ſop in the dripping pan. And who among this aſſemblage 
of fortune-hunters dare affail an able female cook in her province, up 
to the elbows in greaſe, and half roaſted ; armed with ladles, pot- 
hooks, dripping-pans, ſauce-pans, ſpits, boiling water, and fire ? 
By this noble ſtand of a determined woman, numbers of the aſſailants 
travelled back as they came, with hungry guts and empty purſe,” 
or to uſe an old fimile, . like a dog that had burnt his tail.” Others 
travelled to the neighbouring villages, where they, it is ſaid, leſſened 
the burdens qn the bacan-cratches, and the. tale of eggs intended for 
market. Some taking a hint from the old adage * round about is the 


at their dwellings at a late hour, with the. loſs of time and a little caſh, 
at the colt of labour and travel, full of diſappointment and chagrin, 
and through much peril and e - and What was more mortifying 
than all the reſt, they, the nex day, were to bear the gibes and 


tcorns of the times, and their neighbours contumely. : 
| cc pg . This 


neareſt way home, and * loving darkneſs rather than light,” arrived _ 
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This re Win phy the laſt that was attended by the great 
body of the people, who heretofore had been adventurers in navigation- 
ſchemes from this place. It has been advanced, that in no towa of 
its ſiae, (fome will except none,) has there been a ſum, taken collec» 
tively, equal to that ſubſcribed in , Leiceſter to navigation · projects. 
now told that others, holders of ſhares, are likely to ſuſtain conſider - 
able toffee, "whether from the war, or any other cauſe, 1 know not. 
A general opinion prevails, July 1793, that ſome of the ſehemes muſt 
fail, as the extenſion ſhares to Market Harborough are now transfer- 
ing for the {ſmall confideration of a battle of wine ; and others which 
have been ſome time agitated by the general 2 and ſtill ſurvives 
are far from a ſtate of coavaleſceuce. | 


af 
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Ferns; Erl N TORY Netz FE ExKA7k.” Nes: r 
e041 169 112 iert ned brad noterarerl feftt © q 933.10 yoo 
I old e underſtood that the prinfifig this hiſtbry Ae and iu. 
tended to have been cmpleted in 17915 as che title page expreſſes itz but un- 
ſfoteſcen delays happened which ptevented that event taking place till 1793 
in conſequence the writer had an opportunity of ĩgſerting man occurrenoes 
Which too place within that time. This he judzed heceſſary to ctphain, as it 
might appear ſtrange, to many readers, that he, honk, ſhould, be pripged;in, | 
LOA and. contain, information in the years 1792 ang 43. woo sg h 
f is ene alſo to obſerxe that ſome of the ez i in this.y work K were en- 
graven, or ina lly, for the Leiceſterſhire Views z in conſequence TE 
oath Rf "will have NONE of thoſe engravings ; but to 121 not” pol- 
nit of ws Eeicefterfhite Views they will be an 26quilition 'of folate, 
| particularly as they are all immediately connected with the town of Leiceſter,” 


done in à beautiful ſtyle, and given here without any additional EXPENCE ts 
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Page 4, line 7, in the note, read or Wrenzter for Wonder, 
— 13, 1. ;- read Rawdikes e 
— : 20, 1. S 3g |, <—_ Well for N * 2 1 
— 44, . 8, 1 | TI 5 
1 — 12, l. 8, — were er where. N | 
— 126, I. 6, — effect for affect. a 


— 173, I. 17, — years er yards. 3 

— 51 in the note, read 1687-8, for 1787-8. _ 

— 189, line 10, — times for time. 

. == 3%: 13, ee 

1. 22 K 1 ', — che. ter be; is the next Line but onc omit more 

1 — ive of th not, re Broader to be, for Breadſtreet wat, | 
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— 420, laſt line but four, read burials in a year. 
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: urcb, St. Margaret's (4/1114 116 05: S76- 
Ar Anand againſt Richard TIL. * . — St, Nicholas '«,;,/ ©) . 
and his en LIP 72 y * 53 — — St. Leonard's, Leet 1.40:5% 234 
2 Rev. Mr. 2. 2 „ an All-Saiats rene 23 
Alt ar prece at St. Martin's T 262 c_—_— gz, Peter's * nt 
A conveped to-churches to ridicule bap- 1% Civil wer, an nccount of, reſpeAing theſe | 
" m ++ — 8 - parts ; RN in: 
- 5 « " I70_ Chace of the Romans | 33 » 388. 
Aſylum for Lunatics- "> * 314 S. Elements church | » 234 
Sts Anguftin's chavch nnn 28 inſt the Wicklevians "> . «5 
Re | * lend found in wennn 23 
Bailiff of the Borou gh. , 82 2 | % 14.5 
Ball at Leiceſter . Corporation maces covered 2 * 
3 Dr. al 3 I + income and offices | * 174 
Beaument,, Sir George 0 — a Conduit the rown 5 — 2 
Biſhops of Ac os 5K YE $9.5 24% Conduit, an extraordinary chender - 150. 
-- San 2434,98 Cpt, average price of 54 „9 
of York at the Abbey * „ $39. Corn,dear . \ I 
Bill F Fare for a mayer! 5 __ 4. Corbet, William 202: 
Bird” s xoind* 4 2 Cullegiate church in the Newark | 4 2 
Bickerflaff, Rev. Mr. 8 Columns, Roman, found in Leiceſter 391 
Bull P ar. killed his wife | . 4 I | Conſanguinitarium IS by” 315. 
Dur-Clzſe IM Curioſities . 3, 398 
Black Friars +." SY * 83. 87, 288 6 ; 
Bow-bridge . 1 2.3» 4, 1 "Wh Job, 25. R 00 1 
Befworth fight . © Herken, 3 avenpert, of ES #3 ® = 
Bridees .- — » Dean, Wi iam, 1 137 
3 Non freemon Neaf and dumb 2 woman, a ble eb 
> Co: „ ſtance of a 6 166 
Cale Mill” , _ — Diſſenting religious houſes : „ 385 
e ee n Leiter 1476 
* s diſpute wi „„ Dome/d reſpedin 30 
85 Jackſon concerning. the Trinity = ; SY . N. wy | I. 
Carter, Sir Lawrence 183 Parthquakte. © 15 . rin 
Catholic relies fold 28 the Reformation 247 9 9 7 ere een 2 . 
Ca 1 1 8 6h oa © ., Iy —- LangkL. .. +. (1.166% --tdids-- 
St. Sepulchve' and $1 Jam 275 Iz Aer TH Ot $9 398 © 4 
5 N : — r 11. : * 2 . * 
2 St, Grp 280" — Leofrick II. Means ot 5 2 


| , 65, 69, 69. 709.72; 74 77, 56, ——  Leotwine 


. - -* grin .* 7 did. 
95, 108. 1 7139. ſurrendered " —— Leofrick III. f * — 318 
Charles the Fi ar Heiter 09,7 l... lee 349 
— _—— at St. Martin's 112; 294, 2585 — Edwin $5104: 9 
— bis letter to the mayor 117. Robert de Bellomont .,, ds AE: 
Charatters, references to 175, 276 399. —— Robert Boſlu W 
- Church, St. Nicholas "ng 7 96290 —L Rabert Blanchmsines . 4 904 
—— St. Mary's . 3 >- 216 — Robert Fitz parnel 14 377 326, 
d *: .. 240. — Simon de Montfort . 39.327 
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Eaits, Steen de Montfert II. 
— Edmund Plantagenet | © FW 232 ; 
— Thomas Plantagenet «- 3J33 
— Heory Planzagenet . 33 
— William of Bavar | 8 3 
John ONE CD% o 37 Fw 

vga | 
— Robert 2 a 5 Tre 
— Robert Sidney. 246 
—= Philip Sidney JI. 47 
— Robert Sidney III. e 
—— George Townſhend ” +7 "ei. 
Election, one remukible 1 
Erbe lfreda 0 . . "WF > | , © 
Frog 3 of 

bj 37 

a eres. Aiminds 104 
| Hood v may oral + 
5 * mur 1 185 
2 | i 
** 7 * * . | 2 by 16 
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 Fortification or town-wall 18 * 1 


Faxby's long ſleep «>; as » 

Freeman's Sa ceniißeate 2 * 

Fiap, St. Auguſtia 's 
Free:ſchool + 22 . = 


| Hardwick, daron, e 
Hail-florm | 161, 55 
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Nag Wal, or Jaun Vans 2, 3, 17, 
N 18 1 232, N | 
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—— ' Alderman Richard 
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-place . 
Manila, 2 follower of Wickli& 
Afayers lift of. See the ſecond ſectiun. 
Aayor, h his attendance at . caſlle on Mar- | 


 Marri ine of» dud man 

Moſquerade on the ice 

2. Mercia, the kingdom of _ 
Members Parliament, 3 
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exerciſe their trades 


Non-freemen 152 
Nurſe, a _ of . . 12 
ON oaths taken by- the members of the 
corporation A. „ I 79 
Origin of the ann 36 
" Pavement ne 170 
People in danger of being | beiied alive 101 
55 edlar Taka . 6 162 
enny, 277 
Plague ” 445 108, 1 — 104 410 
8 two harmleſs 205 
Population table : 407 
Proclamation concerning the king” s evil 258 
Priſons NE EE We” „ 3278 
Pull, Dr. 15 $f, 5 185 
R. p. „e 
Rat by men 5 . > * 
Rate ſtone 8 N * 8 55 
Rawdikes » | . 13 362 
Race-ground | . . 363 
Reftoration expenccs . 129 
Rebellicn in 1745 „ 00" Se 
Religious Heuſes . 8 5 214 
Registers, remarks ß . 410 
Recorders, liſt of N . 205 
Richard II. at the abvey 52 
Richmond, Nicholas 191 
Richard III. aud the Earl of Bickocnd 9 
— his houſe and bedſtead r 
—— his body expoſed . 62 
— his miniſter Cateſby execuied 63 
— his coffin . . . 64 
— his rout . 172 
Riot about encloſure, and the mayor im- 
piii ſoned . . . 107 
—— about cheeſe A 164 
about the ocking-frams 167, 169, 172 
Robberies g 5 > 146 
Reman pottery . 21, 388, * 
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423 
Roman pavement . © 19 
coins 4 N . TIF, . ' 20 
——  bhrick «© 6 384 
a encampment . 
Roxel, Charles - 88 400, 407 
Rupert, Prince LS . 115 
Sheep, remarkable | -:.. 143 
Slave-trade and Houſes of Induftry . ; 171 
Smith, M iam, in love . 46 
Sout h fields 'S . . "al 5 
Soar r ver ” FR 8 wo 3 
Straw, Jack” . 48 
Stavely, Mr. Thomas . . 2 
Streets ol Leiceſter 404 
Suffolk militia, a treat given to the officers 161 
Swindurby the hermit . 47 
Tem . 83 92, 14 
— nvall deſtroyed . l CE : 
Town-lands ſold . 99, 13 
7 Hoh 1 106 
7 ini H. 2 . . 2 2 4 
Traders — , . a l — 
Treaſonable papers 1 A «$0 
Victualers, not eligible to the office of mayor 93 
Waits, Miſs . » $383,401 
W. alk, et * 8 381 
W: atts „ Dr . Ae . 196 
| Water-works 5 . 143 
White, Sir Thomas h 8 88, 144 
4 . . 40 
At Alderman . 3 
„James. Eſq. 90 189 
55 lſey Cardinal 1 » 6 
Wright, Sir Nathan . 180 
George, Eſq. . 187 
Winkborn hanged and revived 45 
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Tas. 2 head to ſace the ROY Naar. 
Plan of Leireſler, 1792, 0 
 Jewry-n all, with the arms of che Mercia 
kings, & c. r nns 
Plate It . . F 9 
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Diana ard Actæon 0 bal. 
Roman coins, denn f com. 10 
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Chierry-orch ird 1 e e 
Doin ate wholl Kren 
Leiceſter about 7 COR TEE ENT / 
Fitzparogl's ſeal, &c.. binn $407 
Richard III. a chard armes dA BY 
————— houſe and bedſtesd ©» > Of 
Leiceſter High-croſs Ay . dee 
King Richard's bridge, . et Tenn 
Little Bot- bridge 80 
Fac-bmile plate — 4 


Summoning the -* oe of Leiceſter 1 4420 


Tradeſmen's ee k 

Twelve portraits wn 1. a 

Companions i in fimplici 205 
222, 
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St. Nicholas and All- Saints n 
Se. Martin and St. Margaret 2240 
— ten 2 * . > = lk 
(Plate 3. 246 


Four plates of — glaſs at ' Mr. Stevens? $9274 
Ali-Saigts church, font, nen 15 
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Leiceſter: and its e IH nnen: 
Leiceſter Abbey, 1775 beben 
Trinity Hoſpital _ TIEN _ 
Figures at Wigſton's Hoſpital - 310 
Leiceſter Infirmary, e. s 
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2 Hoſpi ital 1:4 2 A433 ue 315 
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